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HIS excellent Treatiſe containing divers prime Points 


i 5 T ; of our Religion, which Believers Souls do live upon 


** 


every day, and in the lively Senſe whereof, with Ap- 

plication to themſelves, they enjoy and exerciſe 717 
Communion with God the Father, and His Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, upon thoſe better Hopes, 
aud ſurer Promiſes, of the Doctrines here treated of; doth 
ſufficiently commend itſelf to ſuch as are throughly acquainted 
with, and experimentally exerciſed in theſe Things.  _ 

I have knxun the Author long (full Twenty Eight Tears) t 
have had a Spirit greatly addicted to, and affected with, the ſa- 
wury Knowledge of the Truths here deliver'd. And tho he 
hath not had the Uſe and Help of Foreign Languages, wherein 
theſe Points have been moſtly written; yet I may ſay of him (as 
iim. 4.6.) He hath been long nouriſh'd up in the Words 

of Faith and good Doctrine; and thereunto he hath ſo far 
attained, as to be able to cut the ſtrongeſt Sinews of the principal 
Objections, which the Adwerſayigs have invaded theſe Truths 

uith, And further, to eſtabliſh the Poſitive Truth, hath back d 
and confirm d the ſame by ſolid Arguments,and pertinent Scrip- 
tures genuinely explain d and open d. And, which to me is yet 
more, he hath extracted the moſt Jpirieful quickening Cordials, 
which the Doctrine of Grace and Election affords plenty o; 
whereby to comfort all forts of Believers : Exhorting and di- 
recting the whole Company and Body of them, hcw to manage 
their Faith betueen God and their own Souls, in point of Elec- 
tion ; perſwading them all to commit and betake themſelves 
wholly to God's carrying on their Salvation, in the way of Elec- 
on: And all along hath ſtreued his Diſcourſe with uſeful E- 
bortations and Applications of the Doctrines he dies deliver; 

W nixing Uſes for Prattice, with the rational Diſcuſſions, and ile 
ruggeder Controverſals ; which hath been a Deſect complain d 
in others, to the Reproach of the Dofrine itſelf; and made I 
an Argument, that the Doctrine is not true, ſeeing omne ve- 3 
um eſt bonum, and both are inſeparable Aﬀections of Being. 

| Upon: theſe and the like Conſiderations I do heartily commend 
is Treatiſe to the judicious Readers, nothing doubting, but that | 
it will ſatisfy the weakeſt Chriſtians. as it hath approv'd itſefß 
to ſeveral Divines ; hoping alſo, That this Edition will do as | 
much good to Mens Souls, as the two former have done. The { 
 befing of Heaven go with it: 5 85 


April 12, 1678. 
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THOMAS GoopwWinN, 


© n — od 
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To.the Chriſtian Reader. 
HE Doctrines in this Treatiſe declared and vindica- 
18 ted, have exerciſed the Thoughts and beſt Abilities 
of many Learned Men. The Oppoſition made againſt 
them by the Pelagians of old, excited divers of the Ancients 
to their juſt Defence; whereby they receiv'd that Light and 
Eſtabliſhment, as for many Ages the Church remain'd in the 
uiet Poſleliion and Belief of them; until (of late) the Je-. 
far, Socinians, and ſome others, conſpired again to ſuf- 
plant them; and therein had (probably) prevailed e'er now, 
had not the Lord {tirred up the Spirits of many and great 
Perſons to ſtand on His ſide, and help to maintain that 
Quarrel of his Covenant. It is not unworthy our Notice, 
and deepeſt Reſentment, how zealouſly aftected ſome Men 
are in behalf of ſuch Tenets as ſtand in direct oppoſition 8 
to the Grace of God, and their own eternal Happineſs : 
How they ſpare neither Arts nor Calumnies to diſgrace the 
Aſſertors of thoſe very Truths that make up the Myſtery 
of Godlineſs; yea, to ſcandalize and ſuppreſs the Truths 
themſelves: As if Reaſon and Learning were given to no 
better Ends than to vilify Religion. And further, how i 
pronely addicted Men are (having imbibed the Arminian 
Points) to take in thoſe that are of moſt fatal Conſequence: ' 
So far are thoſe Principles from yielding any effectual Influ- 8 
ence towards Holineſs, or well grounded Peace, -notwith- 
ſtanding their pretended Adaptedneſs to promote them, 
(Which might be largely inſiſted on, but that the delign'd 
Brevity of this Addreſs forbids it.) But whatever the Ends 
of Men are, or their Intereſt, in defaming the Wiſdom, So- 
veraignty and Grace of God, and that in a Method more 
arrogant and daring, than Perſons of the ſame Principles 
have heretofore adventured to do; the Lord's Ends, in per- 
mitting them, are holy and good; and we are aſſured, that 
He would not have ſuftered thoſe dangerous Errors to re- 
invade His Church; and his Glorious Truths to be ſlo BR 
coarſely, and contumeljouſly treated; but in order to their 
further Illuſtration and Conqueſt: And that therefore, as 
He hath, ſo He will (of His abundant Goodneſs to the 
World, and Faithfulneſs to His Elect) raiſe up ſuch as with 
Meekneſs, Light, and Power, ſhall withſtand their furious 
Torrent, arid tranſmit to the following Getierations, thoſe iſ 
bleſſed and greatly important Truths which the World ſo I 
implacably are bent againſt, and ſeek to eradicate. 
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It is ſomewhat perceptible of itſelf (and ſo acknowledged 
by the Author) that in writing this Treatiſe he had little or 


no Intercourſe with Books, but thoſe of the holy Scripture, 
(Which is here mention'd to magnify the Grace of God 


that was with him.) And by this may be gather'd, That a 


ſerious and diligent conſulting the ſacred Oracles, with an 


humble Dependance upon God for teaching and ſucceſs; as 


they are Duties of great Importance, ſo of anſwerable Im- 
provement, the propereſt and ſureſt Means of Inſtruction 
touching the Myſtery of His Will, with that orderly and 
harmonious Connexion of the Divine Attributes for recovet- 


ing Apoſtate Creatures from their dreadful Lapſe, and pla- 


cing them in a Condition tranſcendently better than their 


primitive State: All which by the Zelagian Articles are re- 
duced to nothing. Yea, here are ſome peculiar Advantages 


which accompany this Diſcourſe; 1. That it is founded and 
built on the Teſtimony of God alone; whoſe Authority and 
Truth are the only unerring Rule and immoveable Baſis of 
Divine Faith, and its propereſt Touchſtone ; and the leſſer 
diverſion there is to other ways of Proof and Argumentation 
(in things of this nature) the more convincing, and free 
from Retortion ; and the ſooner will our Souls be brought 
to Acquieſcence and Settlement. 2. That the Doctrines being 
declar'd and vindicated, there is all along an »ſeful Dnprove- 


ment made of them, to excite and intluence our Hearts and 
Lives according to the genuine Tenour and Import of thoſe 


Truths, very much beyond what the contrary Doctrines 


have ever pretended to. It may alſo be a Supplement to 


other Books, where the ſame Truths are wort hily contended 


for, but yet defective in this particular: And fo, *tis not on- 


ly a Work of good uſe in itſelf, but it alſo relieves theſe 
Doctrines from one of the worſt Aſperſions they have been 
calumniated with. Divers other things might be mention- 
ed, which reflect a Worth upon the enſuing Diſcourſe, and 
beſpeak an Eſteem of it, which (for brevity ſake) are re- 
err ' d to the Reader's Judicious Obſervation. | 


That the Book may be entertained by Men according to 


the Deſert of it, and bleſſed of Grd, for the Ends it is de- 
ſigned for, and ſuited unto, is and ſhall be the Deſire of, 


Jen Ouen. 


S. Anneſley, 


8 \ 


Jo the Chriſtian Reader: lil 
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Lord, who 0 
and diſtracted Church in this Nation, hath raiſed you up, in an 
eſpecial manner, to be ſuch an Inſtrument of hisGlory, in the vin- 


-_— 


PS va 


Extract of a LETTER from a Learned DIVINE, | 


unknown to the AUTHOR. 
SIR, | 


eo“ I be a Stranger unto you, yet having read your 


A excellent Book (which I did but borrow neither ;) 1 
BW thought good to let you underſtand, with how great 
Delight I did read it; and alſo how great Satisfaftion and Com- 
fort I receiv'd by it. I have ſtudied theſe Points ſeveral Vears 
ago, very hard; being then put upon it, by a ſtrong Adverſary, 
one of ſubtil Wit, tho otherwiſe a very mean and plain Man. 
But I have ſaid often, that I was much beholden to him for his 


Oppoſition ; for I would not, for much worldly Subſtance, be 


without that Knowledge, which ( hope) thro” the Grace of ix 
God, I then attain'd in thoſe great Points, by reaſon thereof, 1 i 
think that then and ſiuce, I have read moſt of the beſt Books that 
have been written on thoſe Points; but eſpecially that Book of 
Books the BIBLE : Tet after all thoſe other Books, I muſt con- 
eſs, that yours hath given me the moſt Content and Satisfaction, 
of all that Ihave read 19 that Jubjęct. For you have moſt 
ner vouſiy and E nrg, laid open the Truth, and as ſtrenuouſly 
refuted theOljections. I bleſs and adore that Divine Graceof the 
of his rich Goodneſs and Mercy to his our diſtreſſed 


dicating of hisSoveraignty, eſpecially in theſe high and myſterious 


Points of Predeſtination, Particular Redemption, the Efficacy of 


Grace in Converſion, and the Perſeverance of the Saints in Faith il 
and Holineſs. As touching the Abſoluteneſs of the Covenant of i 


Grace, I cannot but admire to ſee how patly you jump with me. 
Tus'dtd ſay often ſeveral Years ago(what I find nom iu your Book) Þ 


That if theCovenant ofGrace were not Abſolute, Saluationwould 
be as difficult by it, as by the Covenant of Works ; becauſe it is as 
hard far a natural Man to believe and live, as it is for him to 
do and live. Well, you have (in my Judgment) performed your i 
Buſineſs miſt piouſly, practically, and ſtrongly; and your Argu- 


ments are invincible ; many of which, yet I had never met with: Wl 
And I doubt not but you do return the Praiſe and Glory of al! 


unto our great and gracious Lord, who by his meer free Grace 
hath enabled ycu to perform this Work; which is ſo much for the 


Glory of his holy Name. I commend you with your Labours - 


to the Grace of our merciful Father, and reſt, 
© Vour moſt affettionate Friend, 
OH. 16, 1677. e eee 
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An Account of the Treatiſe and 
Publication. 


ðʒO H E principal Heads of the following Diſ- 
Pets ccourſe, (generally own'd by the Churches 
of Britain,) the Author was ſomewhat in- 
e ſtructed in from his Childhood ; having 
N 75 heard ('till a few Years ſince) but little 
f e concerning the General Point: That he 
means, which is commonly ſo called, as holding the Grace 
of God in Chriſt, to be generally deſign'd and diſpens'd a- 
ke to all; ſuſpending the whole Virtue and Succeſs there- 
of on the Humane Will; without peculiar Reſpect, or Aſ- 
ſtance afforded, to any, but what is given in common un- 
toMen. Which Doctrine might rather be termed General, 
as the Generality of Men in Nature, for Patrons and Abet- 
tors of it. Not that he thinks all who hold it, to be in 
their Natural State; For, as of moſt, their Judgment is bet- 
ter than their Practice; So, of ſome he hopes, their Prac- 
tie may be ſounder than their Judgment: But, fo to hold 
end practiſe accordingly, he cannot but think extremely 
berilous to the Souls of Men. Divers Conferences (acci- 
Lentally) he had with thoſe of that Way: In all which he 
bund it their Drift to inſinuate that Principle; not caring 
much to Diſcourſe of any Point elſe, how uſeful ſoever, and 
2 importantly needful to be known; but {till diverting into 
BY that Channel: Maintaining alſo their Notions, with that 
Confidence of their own, and contempt of the contrary 
WJ Judgment; Such uncomely Reflections upon their Oppo- 
KJ "ents, and {light Regard of the Scriptures brought againſt. 
them; as did in no wiſe become a contending for the Faith: 
WH (which has made him think that Ironical Speech of Ich to 
lis Friends, too applicable to Theſe, No doubt but yg are the 
ele, and Wiſdom ſhall die with jou; Fob 12. 2.) He al- 
Jo found their Tenets moſtly grounded upon Words and 
W Phraſes of a variable Conſtruction; as not weighing the 
Lope of the Texts, nor how the ſenſe they gave of them, 
| > Y might 
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11 An Account of the no 
; might accord with thoſe of a contrary Tenour ; {till citing 

ſuch as were plain and expreſs, to be try'd by thoſe of 2 
doubtful Sound; Whereas the contrary courſe had been 
more genuine, and nearer to find out the 'Truth. Not that 
any Scripture is doubtful in it ſelf, or inconſiſtent with 
others; nor would feem ſo to us, if Scope and Context were 


duely weighed ; But the ſame Word being uſed on different 


Occaſions to a difterent Purpoſe ; an heedleſs attending to 
the Contexture, induces the Loſs of its proper Intendment. 
That he found among them, a general Agreement againſt 
our Doctrine of Election, is true; and no leſs true, that 
they difter among themſelves as much as they do from us; 
only they bear each others diſſent more quietly than cur. 
Some of them hold Election upon Works foreſeen; Others, 
that Men are elected, when they do actually believe, and 
not before: Others of them, that no Man is elected, till 
he hath perſever'd in believing to the laſt moment of his 
Life: And others again, That there is no Election at all, of 
particutar Perſons as ſuch, but of the entire Species of Men, 
from Eternity. This put him upon ſearching the Scriptures 


more Sctly touching the Doctrine of Election; wherein the 
farther he went, the more he was confirmed in what he 


had firſt receiv'd. And as he went on, found thoſe other 
Points of Peculiar Redemption, Effectual Calling, and Final 


Perſeverance, ſo interwoven with that of Election, and 


dependent thereon ; as very naturally drew on a Diſcuſſion 
of thoſe alſo. And as preparatory thereto, it ſeemed ex- 
pedient to preface the whole with the Doctrine of God's 
Sovęraignty, together with his . the Reaſons 
whereof, with its Uſefulneſs, ye may find in the Treatiſe 


it ſelf. It alſo lay before him, to obſerve what uſeful In- 


ſtrudtions derived from theſe Doctrines above thoſe of the 


contrary Side; which he hopes will not be meanly conſi- 
derable to thoſe who have their Senſes ſpiritually exerciſed 


to diſcern. Tz 7 wy 
Ol this Work was oft-times a Stop, and laying aſide, as 


reſolv'd to proceed no farther : And this, not from the 
Want, but Redundzncy of Matter, which he found in the 


.. Scriptures for it, but himſelf much too narrow to compre- 
hend, and to make it out; Partly alſo, from the Difficulty 

of reducing his mingling Fragments, to an orderly Conſiſt- 
epce, But, by one impulſive Occurrence or other, (amony 


which, 


— 


a 


1 _ +> 
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Treatiſe and Publirution. ii 
which, the inward Delight he had in the Work, tho? ſome- 
times intermitted, was not the leaſt ;) it ſtill revived and 


went on afreſh ; until (by degrees) his Gleanings grew into 


Shock; which then he bound up, and deſign'd it only for 
private Uſe. But ſo it was, that ſome Parts thereof (provi- 
dentially) came to the View and Hearing of certain ancient 
and ſober Chriſtians; who expreſſing an hearty good liking 
and Approbation, ſomewhat warmly adviſed the Printing 
of it for more general Ule ; as that which might help, at 
laſt to confirm the re of thoſe already poſſeſt of the 
Truth, but ſtill remain ſubject to ſifting. One who had 
caſt a favourable Eye on the contrary Points, profeſſed 
himſelf well ſatisfy'd with what he had found in this, 
touching the Impotency of natural Free-Will, tho? aſſiſted 
with general Grace; urging alſo the publiſhing of it, for 
that he thought its Plainneſs might render it more convin- 
cing to ſome, than Scholaſtic Diſpu#s; which are found to 


obſcure and puzzle, rather than illuminate and ſettle the 


adgment of illiterate Perſons. Another Conſideration was, 
the Effect it might have to antidote Dung Profeſſors ; who 


being ſcarce out of the Shell of their natural Underſtand- 
I ing, are pronely receptive of Notions that ſpring from a 
Covenant of Works; which by Means of fo plain a Diſ- 
courſe of Nature's Weakneſs, together with the Neceſſity, 


conſtant Readineſs, and invincible Efficacy of Divine Grace, 
they might happily be armed againſt. 
| Repeated Inſtances prevailed, at length, for a Willingneſs 
to make it publick ; in Caſe it ſhould alſo obtain Approba- 


tion from 8 Divines; whoſe Teſt and Judgment he 
ubmit it unto, and accordingly did: Retaining 


would firſt 
et a deep Senſe of his manifold Inſufficiency for ſuch a 
ork; and praying, that his perſonal Meanneſs and Ob- 
ſcurity may not prejudice the Truth. © 
This being the Account formerly given, ſome latter Oc- 
currences have induced this farther Addition. Aſter the 


irſt Impreſſion the Author was oft-times encounter'd by 
lome of the contrary Perſwaſion, whereby he came to know ' 


more of their Spirit and Principles than before; but not to 
his better liking of either : He ſpeaks but of ſuch as him- 
{elf had converſed with. V 1 7 


Some he found to cry up that excellent Creature Man ; 


and the great Things he is able to do: A taking Lure! and 
ä | con- 
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vi An Account of the 8 
might accord with thoſe of a contrary Tenour; {till cititis N 
ſuch as were plain and expreſs, to be try'd by thoſe of a Wii 
, doubtful Sound; Whereas the contrary courſe had been Ml vx 

more genuine, and nearer to find out the Truth. Not that 2 
any Scripture is doubtful in it ſelf, or inconſiſtent with p 
others; nor would feem ſo to us, if Scope and Context were d 
duely weighed ; But the ſame Word being uſed on different Ml x 
Occaſions to a difterent Purpoſe ; an heedleſs attending to Ml x 
the Contexture, induces the Loſs of its proper Intendment. o 
That he found among them, a general Agreement againſt WW | 
our Doctrine of Election, is true; and no leſs true, that . 
they ditfer among themſelves as much as they do from us; 
only they bear each others diſſent more quietly.than ours. 
Some of them hold Election upon Works foreſeen ; Others, 
that Men are elected, when they do actually believe, and 
not before: Others of them, that no Man is elected, till 
he hath perſever'd in believing to the laſt moment of his 
Life: And others again, That there is no Election at all, of 
particutar Perſons as ſuch, but of the entire Species of Men, 
from Eternity. This put him upon ſearching the Scriptures 
more Setly touching the Doctrine of Election; wherein the 
farther he went, the more he was confirmed in what he 
had firſt receiv'd. And as he went on, found thoſe other 
Points of Peculiar Redemption, Effectual Calling, and Final 
_ Perſeverance, ſo interwoven with that of Election, and 
dependent thereon; as very naturally drew on a Diſcuſſion 
of thoſe alſo. And as preparatory thereto, it ſeemed ex- 
pedient to preface the whole with the Doctrine of God's 
Soveraignty, together with his e the Reaſons 
whereof, with its Uſefulneſs, ye may find in the Treatiſe 
it ſelf. It alſo lay before him, to obſerve what uſeful In- 

ſtructions derived from theſe Doctrines above thoſe of the 
contrary Side; which he hopes will not be meanly conſi- 
derable to thoſe who have their Senſes ſpiritually exerciſed 
to diſcern. 35 „ 5 

Of this Work was oft- times a Stop, and laying aſide, as 
reſolv'd to proceed no farther : And this, not from the | 
Want, but Redundancy of Matter, which he found in the 
.. Scriptures for it, but himſelf much too narrow to compre- 
hend, and to make it out; Partly alſo, from the Difficulty 
of reducing his mingling Fragments, to an orderly Conſiſt- 
ence. But, by one impulſive Occurrence or other, ( amony 
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Treatiſe and Pablicdtion. © vii 
which, the inward Delight he had in the Work, tho' ſome- 
times intermitted, was not the leaſt ;) it ſtill revived and 
went on afreſh ; until (by degrees) his Gleanings grew into 
: Shock; which then he bound up, and deſign'd it only for 
private Uſe. But ſo it was, that ſome Parts thereof (provi- 
dentially) came to the View and Hearing of certain ancient 
and ſober Chriſtians; who expreſſing an hearty good liking 
and Approbation, ſomewhat warmly adviſed the Printing 
of it for more general Uſe; as that which might help, at 
laſt to confirm the re of thoſe already poſſeſt of the 
Truth, but ſtill remain ſubject to ſifting. One who had 
caſt a favourable Eye on the contrary Points, profeſſed 
himſelf well ſatisfy'd with what he had found in this, 
touching the Impotency of natural Free-Will, tho? aſſiſted 
with general Grace; urging alſo the publiſhing of it, for 
that he thought its Plainneſs might render it more convin- 
cing to ſome, than Scholaſtic Diſpu@#s; which are found to 
obſcure and puzzle, rather than illuminate and ſettle the tl 

udgment of illiterate Perſons. Another Conſideration was, li 
the Effect it might have to antidote Dung Profeſſors; Who 

being ſcarce out of the Shell of their natural Underſtand- 9 

ing, are pronely receptive of Notions that ſpring from a 
Covenant of Works; which by Means of fo plain a Diſ- 
courſe of Nature's Weakneſs, together with the Neceſſity, | 
conſtant Readineſs, and invincible Efficacy of Divine Grace, 

they might happily be armed againſt. V 

Repeated Inſtances prevailed, at length, for a Willingneſs 
to make it publick ; in Caſe it ſhould alſo obtain Approba- 
tion from approved Divines; whoſe Teſt and Judgment he 
would firſt bon it unto, and accordingly did: Retaining | 
et a deep Senſe of his manifold Inſufficiency for ſuch a i 
ork; and praying, that his perſonal Meanneſs and Ob- | 

W (curity may not prejudice the Truth. . 

Ibis being the Account formerly given, ſome latter Oc- 1 
currences have induced this farther Addition. Aſter the | 
irſt Impreſſion the Author was oft-times encounter'd by | 
lome of the contrary Perſwaſion, whereby he came to know ' ö 
more of their Spirit and Principles than before; but not to - | 
his better liking of either: He ſpeaks but of ſuch as him- _ 
elf had converſed with. i 
Some he found to cry up that excellent Creature Man; 4 
and the great Things he is able to do: A taking Lure! and 
con- 
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viii An Account of the 
conſequently the more dangerous to ſuch as are not wel 
ſetled in Principles; hecauſe of that marvelous Aptneſs that 
is in Nature, to be t with its own Commendation ; and 
to fancy itſelf conſidèfable in procuring its own Happinelz: 
As alſo from the Difficulty of taking up our Reſt in the 
Will of another, whoſe Wiſdom and Love we are little ac. 
quainted with, nor can be, until we are pitch'd upon it. 
But, for the preſent Ability of this once excellent Creature 
we have but verbal Report; and pnuſt therefore ſuſpend | 
our Belief, until they produce ſome creditable Evidence for 
it. If thoſe that aſſert it, have ſuch a Talent, it ſhould not 
be hid in the Earth: They ſhould {till be turning the Penny; 
and the Greatneſs of their Stock ſhould be ſeen by the 
Richnels of their Effects. Tis no Point of Honour or Pry- 
| dence, to boaſt of Poſſeſſions, and all Things at Will; and 
yet live at the Rate of an Underling Tenant, who holdshis 
All at the Will of anSher : It's ſurely a Rational Thing, 
that to whom much is given, of him the more ſhould be re- 
quir d. It behoves therefore to ponder thoſe ſerious Queſti - 
ons, what fiugular thing do ye? And what do ye more than 
cthers? i. e. What Earnings have ye made of thoſe larger 
Talents ye profeſs to be endowed with? This they ſhould MW 
give {ome tolerable Account of, or elſe they'll be thought 
to boaſt of a falſe Gift ; for it is not Words, but Performan- 
ees, muſt juſtify Abilities, and make out the Virtue of Prin- 
ciples. Their fellow-Chriſtians are of themſelves not ſufficient 
to think; How then will thoſe anſwer it, with all thoſe 
florid Endowments, to be found even as they? 
And becauſe Scriptural Deductions are moſt preſſing; ! 


ſome have a Device to put by their Force without Reſiſt- W 


ance : What they cannot anſwer, they will not underſtand: 
It muſt bear the Name of Uninte//igible Notion. The Va- 
nity of which Evaſion is obvious to any that will but con- 
ſider it; ſince the Rudiments of any Science, which by In- 
ſtruction and Uſe are familiar to one, may be ſtrange and 
uncouth to another, tho? of more pregnant parts than he, 
and better skill'd in. other Faculties. „ 
Another Gin is their needleſs commixing, and conſe- 
quently perplexing of Secret Things with thoſe Revealed : | 
When as they cannot be ignorant, that the Decree is God's 
Rule, (which cannot be known to us but by the Event,) 
The Law and the Teſtimony, ours ; By which alone 5 2 
| - | Ctrines 
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| Treatiſe and Publication. it 
arines are to be tried; and our whole Courſe both of Judg- 
ment and Practice, to be Regulated here and judged at fall 
We all acknowledge dark Sine in Scripture, and Things 
ard to be underſtood. But the Difficulties riſe not ſo much 
tom the Word, as a Natural Unbelief, Prejudice, and 
Darkneſs within; with thoſe crooked, wrinkled, or diſco- 
lured Mediums Men commonly look thorow at Spiritual 
Things; Which needs mult render the Objects they look at 
unlike to themſelves. x 

There is alſo another Snare, as catching as any other, 
and as worthy to be caufioned againſt : The Doctrine of 
Free-Grace, being ſo illuſtrious in Scriptures, as not to be 
ſpoken againſt ; "They'll talk as high for it in general Terms 
as any other, and tell us what great Pretenſions their 
Doctrine hath to magnify Grace; and that they deſign no- 
thing more than the Honour of That; when as indeed, it 
js not Grace, but a contrary Thing ſet up with that Name; 
for follow the Stream either upward or downward, an 
35 it all riſes from, ſo it all runs into Freedom of Wil, and 
1 of Self; as is obvious to any impartial Ob- 
erver. | | 


ccidental) Queries, modeltly pretended for 
„to clear up Obſcurities, and accord Con- 
tradictions; which (tho' a good Work in it ſelf, if orderly 
managed;) they follow ſo far, and in ſuch Manner, that 


craze the very ground Work of Religion. 


neſs of Perſons, but of Principles, and that only as they de- 


they may not be caught by Enticingneſs of Wdrds, which 
8 ſo contrary to the Simplicity of the Goſpel, 
What remains then? But that we bleſs God, adoring 


Duty and greateſt importance to us, are {o plainly revealed; 
and eternal Salvation ſo little concern'd in the preſent con- 
dating of ſeeming Diſcord, There's enough manifeſted 


vat we know, is the readieſt way to know more; He the 


Ihe laſt thing I ſhall take Notice of at preſent, are cer- 
tain (ſeemingl bo 

Arguments fa 
they do, in Effect, bring Principles into Queſtion ; and 
Theſe things are mentioned, not to uncover the Weak- 
rogate from the Honour of Free Grace, and tend to ſub- 


q verting the Soul; and the End of it is, to prevent ſuch as 
may be hov'ring about, (as not knowing where to ſettle) that 


His glorious Wiſdom and Grace, that Matters of preſent _ 


bo take up our Time and Strength; and our living up to 


* An Accbnnt of the Treatiſe, c. 
will do his Will, ſhall know of His Doctrine. And in f 
Fulneſs of Time thoſe ſeeming Diſcordances ſhall have: 
illuſtrious Reconcilement ; And they that have moſt fir 
ly believ'd zow, againſt all their carnal Reaſonings, and! 
_ reaſonable Contradictions, ſhall have not the weakeſt R 
flections and Rays of Glory from the Luſtre of that D. 
And this (I ſuppoſe he had an Eye to, (a Perſon of no 0 
dinary Rank, for humane Accompliſhments, ) who treatin 
of God's Decrees, did freely confeſs, That he could not! 
deed comprehend them, but would captivate Reaſon tot 
Obedience of Faith. With which I cloſe ; ſubjoyning on 
a Word of Religious Education, viz. That tho? it do ng 
confer Grace, it may yet prove (and hath ſo to many) 
good Preſervative from Evils in Pradice, and Errors i 
Judgment, which others (who had not that gracious Fri 

vilege) have more naturally fallen into. Beſides, when Gu 
comes to work effectually, thoſe Notions of Sin, of Chriſt 
and of Grace, (of which before they had but the Form 
have prov'd of ſingular Uſe to facilitate the Work. 'Tha 
the Lord will vouchſafe His Bleſſing with it, is the Praye 
of His Servant, „„ 4 
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GO Ds Jover any. — 


KYSSSOH IS bigh and tremendous Attribute, being 
an Ocean that has neither Bank nor Bot- | 
50 1 DE tom may not lightly belanch'd into by Aus, q 
-/ * tho'ever fo ſtrongly built and well-Man'd, = 
AOKGY (much leſs by ſo weak a Veſſel) without a 
1 Divine Compaſs, and an Anchor within 
the Vail. That the Author of this Diſcourſe came into 
it, was not of Choice or Deſignment, but of Courſe and 
emergent Neceſſity. Could he have found another Balis 
to repoſe that Doctrine upon, which was (at firſt) his n- 
ly intended Subject; he had not touch'd upon This: But, 
apparently to him, no Ground would bear the Weight of 
Election, but that of Soveraignty; and there it fixed as on 
a Rock : All the Lines of its whole Circumference, run- 
ning there, and reſting there, as in their Center, where 
alſo the Scripture hath laid it, Rom. g. Eph. 1, &c. And, | 
however it be a Foundation diſallowed of Men, every ob- -M 
ſerving Chriſtian ſhall find, that without acknowledging | 
Divine Soveraignty, for the Original, ſupreme and unac- 
countable Diſpoſer of Perſons and Things; he ſhall want 
2 principal means of ſupporting his Faith, and quieting his 
Underſtanding in the Courſe of Common Providences ; 
much more of thoſe Myſterious Occurrences, and Super- 
natural Truths, which he is eternally concern'd about. 
In this Preface I ſha]] treat Firſt of God's Scveraignty, and 
chen of his Righteouſneſs, as its natural Adjunct, The Sum; 
of the firit lies in this Propoſition, viz. © That 
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2 A Prafficd Diſeirſs eie 
That the Great God bleſſed for ever, hath an abſolute Pow, 
and Right of Dominion oder his Creatures, to diſpoſe and 
determine of them as ſeemeth Him good. "Mn 


; 


That there is ſuch a Power, and that this Power belongs 
to God, no other Reaſon needs be aſſign'd, but that He ib 
| God, and there is none befides Him : There can be no more, 
| becauſe, 1. There can be but one Igfinite; for ſuch a Being 
fills Heaven and Earth; and ſo no Place or Room for ano- 
ther. 2. There can be but one O/unipotent; For, He that is 
ſuch hath all others under his Feet: Beſides, where One 
can do all, more would be impertinent. 3. There can be 
but one Supreme; Supreme Power may 1610 in Many; (as 
in mix*'d Monarchies and Commonwealths;) but as Law- 
makers and Supreme, they are but One. 4. There can be 
but one Fir/? Cauſe, from which all beings elſe derive their 
Original; and that is this Bleſſed One we are ſpeaking of; 
Of whom, and for whom are all things, x Cor. 8. 6. And if he 
be the Author of all, he needs mult have a Soveraign Right 
and Power to determine all ; both as to their Being, Order, 
— CI 
That Sovereign Power belongs to GOD, is a Truth ſo natu- 
ral, and obvious to Reaſon, that other Proof ſeems as need- 
leſs, as that the Sun is the Fountain of Light: Nor ſhall I 
| ſuppoſe that any who wilkread this Diſcourſe, can ſo far for- 
get themſelves to be Creatures, as to ſeek a Proof of their 
Creator's Soveraignty; The Things that are ſeen, ſo loudly 
proclaiming His Eternal Power and Godhead. But ſince, 
with our eaſy admitting the Nytion, it is none of the ſmalleſt 
Difficuities to own it in our Practice, and bear ourſelves an- 
ſwerably towards Him: Since alſo ſo huge a Weight is born 
on the Shoulders of this Divine Attribute, and our Souls are 
ſo highly concern'd in the Intereſt and Influence of it; it needs 
multi be our Duty and well worthy our time, to look o'erthe | 
Inſtances of it, and to mark and conſider them well, as things 
greatly importing our Inſtruction; whereby we maꝝ know 
ſomething of the Greatneſs of that God in whoſe Halds our 
Souls are; as alſo of our Infinite Diſtance from Him, and No- 
thingneſs to Him; and ſo, with the more Humbleneſs of 
Mind, and Self-abaſement ; as alſo, with the more Faith, 
and Creature-like Affiance, ſubmit unto Him, and bear our 
{elves upon Him. To this End the Scriptures have roo 
| | 7 eV Ce. 
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vf God's Soveraiguty. = 
eral Enſigns of Soveraignty ; by which (as by ſo many 
Footſteps) we are led to the Abſolute Mill and Power of 
od, as the ſupreme Cauſe and Diſpoſer of all. 53 of 
The great Act of Soveraiguty was God's Decree for making 
he World; and of doing, or permitting to be done, what- 
yer ſhould be in it, to the folding of it up. The Heavens 
ind the Earth, and all the Hoſts of them, as yet had no Be- 
nz: It was at his Pleaſure, whether he would make them 


what End, and how that End ſhould be accompliſhed. And 
that theſe were all aſcertained by the Decree, is evident; 


join time) from the beginning of the World, Acts 15. 18. The 


fon) may be drawn to this Effect: That the Great Ged, 
t high and holy, being infinitely good, happy and bleſſed 
n himſelf, was alſo infinitely prompt and well-pleaſed to 
mmunicate thereof to others; to which End, he deligned 


umber of thoſe Angels in their primitive State; leaving 
be caſt down, and reſerv'd in Chains of Darkneſs unto the 
udgment of the great Day : That, in this lower World, 


he would ſet up the firſt Man to be the Head and Repre- 


erſon ſhould be created in the Image of God, fit to enjoy 
Communion with him, and endued with Power to abide 


their perpetual Dependance upon God, he would thus leave 
bim to his firſt Stock, with a perfect Freedom of Will, to 
retain, or loſe it at his own Choice; but not without ſet- 
ung before him the Happineſs or Ruin, that would certainly 
Willow his well or ill uſing that Freedom; and, being ſo 
ao prevailing, both himſelf and all his Poſterity ſhould by 


af his Soveraign Grace, he would (and accordingly did) 


State 


not: And if he would, what Being he would give them; 


For, known unto God were all his Yorks (which he would 


dcheme and Subſtance whereof, (and I hope without intru- - 


oraiſe up Creatures, Angels, and Men: That for the Ma- 
nifeſtation of His Soveraignty, he would confirm a certain 


the reſt to themſelves, who falling from that State ſhould 


ſzntative of all that ſhould come of him: That this fingle 


therein: That to manifeſt the Weakneſs of Creatures, and 


eſt, the fallen Angel tempting him to Diſobedience, and 
lis Revolt fall under the Curſe : That for the Declaration 


uſe a certain Number of Adam's Poſterity, (in themſelves - 
ll alike depraved and loſt,) and ordain them to Eternal 
Le; and to make known the Power of his V. ath, and his 
ut Dipleaſure againſt Sin, he would leave the Relt in thut 


1 
r 
4 
' 
; 
e 

1 
| 

Y 
'J 


Death ſhould ſatisfy the Law in all its Demands, deſtroy 
the Devil, diſſolve his Works, and reconcile the Elect unto 
God : 'That he ſhould be raiſed again from the Dead, and 
inveſted with all Power befitting the Captain of their Sal- 


ever ſhould be requiſite for bringing his Sons to- Glory, 


for them (c), with many others, (of which ye have an In- 
dex in the f 


ſo fixing this *Rabliſhment, that they continue this Day a- 


1 A Practical Diſcourſe 7 


State of Perdition they would bring themſelves into: That 


of theſe Vellels of Wrath, Satan himſelf (whom they choſe 


to fallow) ſhould be the Head and Ruler; as alſo, oye 
them that were Elected, for a Time; viz. until the Meſſ;a} 
their true and proper Head, and into whom he had choſe 

them, ſhould reſcue them out of his Power : 'That to this 
End, (and that he might be known to be Just, as well 2 
Merciful, in juſtifying of them) the Son of God ſhould tak 
on him the Place of a Second Adam, and come into the 


World with a humane Body; in which he ſhould fulfil all | 


Righteouſneſs, and by the infinite Virtue and Merit of his 


vation; that ſo he might effectually miniſter to them what 


This I take to be the Sum of God's Decree; the great En- 
ſign, or Standard Royal of Soveraignty, whereof all the other 
are Effects or 1 and ſubordinate thereto. 
The firſt vi/ible Enſign of Soveraignty was Creation, or 
God's giving the World an actual Exiſtence in Time ac- 
cording to his Decree from Everlaſting; bringing that huge, 
yet void and formleſs Maſs, at firſt out of Nothing; and then, 
this glorious Fabric k out of that Confuſion: His hanging the 


Earth upon nothing: His aſſigning to every ſort of Creatures 


ſuch Form and Station, Order, Uſe, and Efficacy, and im- 
preſſing on them ſuch Laws and Inſtin&s of Nature, as ſeem- 


eck him good; (but all in a regular Subſerviency to the good 
of the whole) which alſo was effected by his Word. What 


he would, was done with that immediate Suddenneſs, as if 
the Things themſelves had proceeded with his Breath (a). 
The inſtant production of Light (60%: The Waters ſepara- 
ting from the other Elements, and gathering into a Bod); 
and their going up and down to the Place he had founded 


r{t of Genefis) are Witneſſes of it: As alſo, his 


cording to that Ordinance (d). 


(a) Pſalm 33. 9. (b) Gen, . 3 and 9. (c) Pſal, 104 & 
(d) Pſalm 119. 91. EY 1 ) 0 4 
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ef God's Sovereigniy — 
Conſequent to this, as a ſecond Enſin of &Meraignty, is 
that univerſal Providence, by which the Creation is jſtain'd, 
and all inferiour Cauſes guided to their deſigned End; and 
this notwithſtanding all ſuppoſable Accidents, which might 
poſſibly happen to obſtruct or divert them. And that the 
Creatures have, at I imeg, deviated from their firſt Rules and 
Settlement, is no Derogation to t e Doctrine of God's Sove- 
raignty, but rather an Illuſtration of it; as ſhewing, that the 
Creatures are {til} in his Hand, as Clay in the Potter's. Hence 
we find their innate Propenſions to be ſometimes ſuſpended; 
otherwhiles acted beyond; and at Times again, quite centrary 
to the Law of Nature : And this, not caſually, nor by the 
Force of created Powers, nor yet for any private or Self- 
concern ; but to ſerve ſome ſpecial and ſuperior End, which 
their Lord had to be done: 'T6inſtance a few, And 
1. Of Creatures without Life; As the Windows of Heaven 
opening, and the Fountains of the great Deep breaking up, 
(notwithſtanding the Firmament above, and the Bounds be- 
neath) to drown the World of ungodly Men (e). The Red 
Sea's dividing and ſtanding up as a Wall, to make Way for 
| his People's Eſcape (f). The Sun and Moon's ſtanding till 
till they were avenged on their Enemies (g). I he Stars to 
the ſame End fighting againſt Siſera (). The Sun's going 
back in Ahaz's Dial to help Hezekiah's Faith (i). U he fie- 
ry Furnace devouring thoſe at a Diſtance, who caſt in thoſe 
holy Confeflors ; and not ſo much as touching them that were 
caſt into it (. The Winds and the Seas, which are ſuch im- 
petuous (and one would think even lawleſs) Creatures they 
ir not, nor breathe, byt to fulfil his Word (). 
2, Of Living Creatures that have not the Uſe of Reaſon: 
How readily went they by Pairs into Noah's Ark, at God's 
Appointment (n)! The Frogs Lice, Locuſts, &c. with 
what ſupernatural Boldneſs did they aſſault and perplex the 
Egyptians! That the Magicians themſelves confeſſed, the 
Finger of God was in it (2); and as ſtrangely withdrew, 
when their work was done o). Witneſſed alſo by the dumb 
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ſe) Gen. 7. 11. (f) Exod. 14. 22. (g) Joſh. 10. 13. 
(h) Judg. 5. 20. (i) 2 Kings 20. 11. (k) Dan. 3. 22, and 
27. (I) Pf. 148. 8. Mark 4. 30, and 42. (m) Gen 7, 8, and 
9. (n) Exod, 8. 19, (0) ver. 13. 1 
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Rightful Dominion, is the general Vote and Su 
Men, eſpecially the maſt knowing, and ſuch as beſt underſtand M 
bim. 4. They vwn it in their Practice or Actions Abel ofters M 
the Firltlings of his Flock to God (½. Abraham leaves his MW 
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o Heaven and Earth (e). Feb profeſſet | 

 Righteorms, yet if God will contend with him, he will not an- 

freer, but make ſupplicatioa to his Fudge (J) The Lord hath 
made all things for kimfelf (g). For his Pleaſure they are, and 
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6 A Practical Diſcourſe 


Asss reproving the Prophet's Madneſs (p). The Lion's 


killing the ſeduced Prophet for breaking God's Command, 


yet not eating the Carcaſs, nor tearing his Aſs (). Ar 

venous Bird bringing Elijah Food in his ſolitary Conditi- 
on (r). The Whale's receiving Jonah, and at God's Com- 
mand caſting him on dry Land, without harm (s). The 
Lions alſo not hurting Daniel in their Den, yet greedily 
devouring his Accuſers (t). It muſt needs be a ſoveraign 
Power, which thus intends, reſtrains, inverts, the Courſe of 
Nature at his Will. by _ 
Thirdly, Another Enſign aſſerting God's e and 
ſcription of 


native Country at God's Command, to go he knew not whi- 
ther (X). He alſo offers his only and innocent Son 1ſaac, in 

whole Life and Poiterity all Nations were to be bleſſed ()). 
Job, when ſtript of all, falls down and worſhips (z). When | 
his two Sons were deſtroyed by Fire from Heaven, Aaron MW: 


held his Peace (a). Eli, when that tingling Sentence was | 


| denounced againſt his Houſe, It is the Lord, let him do what | 


ſceineth him good (b). David, when driven from God's Sanctus 


ary, and his Throne uſurped by Abſolom, Behold, here I am, . 


let him do to me as feemeth good to him (c). The Men of Nine- | 


deh, their Neltraction was pronounced peremptorily, of Ml, 
which they had no Promiſe of Remiſſion, and conſequently MW 

no vilſible Ground of Hope; yet they believed God, faſted, lay 
in Sackcloth, and turned ji in their evil way (d). 2. They like- | 
wiſe od n it in their Conſeſſions and Atteſtations: Melchizedeck . 


and Ab-aham do both ſtile him, The 0 e | 
„that tho” he were 


rn 
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(p) 2 Pet 2. 16. (q) 1 Kings 13 26, and 28. (r) 1 Kings | 


17. 6. (s) Fonah 1. 17 with Chap. 2. 10. (t) Dan. 6. 22, and 


24. (u) Gen, 4. 4 ix) Gen. 12. 4. (y) Gen. 22. 2, and 10. 
(2) Job r. 21 (a) Levit, 10, 2, and 3. (b) 1 Sam. 3. 18. 


(c) 284m. 15. 2. (d) Jonah 3. 5, 8. (e) Gen, 14. 19, and 
NTT. THT. 4. 1 2 Bow. 
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of God's Soveraignty.. 4 
were created (). We are the Clay, and thou our Potter (i) He 
worketh all things after the Counſel of his own Mill (k). He gi- 
veth not account of any of his Matter (O. In his Hand is the Soul 
of every * one (m). He is the God of the Spirits of all 
feb (r). Al Nations before him are leſs than nithing and Vani- 
1 (0). He ſtills the PA; the People (þ). I it be of God ye 
aniact overthrow it (q). The Counſel of the Lord, that. ball 
fana (). The lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole diſpofing 
WH therec is of the Lord (sd. The Kingdom is the Lord's, and he is 

ver nor among the Nations (t). K proud 
ind potent Monarch, whoſe Greatneſs reached unto Heaven, 
ad his Dominion to the end of the Earth : All Nations trembled 
W ore him; whom he would, he flew ; and whim he would, he 
ur alive; who ſaid in his Heart, J will aſcend into Heaven, 
J [will exalt my Throne above the Stars of God, I will be like 
e moſt High: And who ts that God that ſhall deliver out of 
Em Hand? Yet even he, this Child of Pride, is made to con- 
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Mcaiming to the World, That the moſt High doth according to 
WJ lis 1/11, in the Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
e Earth, and none can ſtay his Hand, or ia unto him, What 
Wit thou ? And thoſe that walk in Pride he is able to abaſe(u). 
Wi might further be inſtanced in Cain, Pharaoh, Balaam, and 
cher wicked Men; how they were even conſtrained to ac- 
Winowledge the Soveraignty of God; as appears by compa- 
Wing Exod. 5. 2. with Ch. 9. 27, 28. and Numb. 22. 18. 

Darius allo in Dan. 6. 26, 27, 28. 


gels, who are great in Power: Notwithſtanding which, 
Whey do perfectly own and ſubmit to the Soveraignty of 
Food. Where Subjects are numerous, wiſe and magnanimous, 

Ind withal perfectly ſubmiſs to the Will of their Lo1d, it 

pues their Lord is an abſolute Soveraign : And ſuch Sub- 
ts are the Angels. | 1] The Elect or good Angels: Theſe 
New it by their ready Submiſſion to any Service their Lord 
W pleaſed to appoint them. They are his Intelligencers in 
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ch) Rev. 4, 11. (i) Ja. 64. 8. ck) Eph. 1. 11. (I) Yob. 23 z 
WI") Fob 12. 10. (n) Numb. 16. 22. (o) Iſa. 40. 17. (p) Pſalm 
7. (d) Ads 5.39. (r) Prov, 19.21. Pſalm 33. 11. (s) Prove 

„33. (t) Pſalm 22, 28. (u), Dan, 4. 22, Ch. 5. 19. Che 3. 
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ess One higher than himſelf, and to bow before Him; pro- i 


A Fourthly, Another Evidence, or Witneſs we have from the 


this lower World (4) : Not that he needs their Advices, but 
to ſhew a little ot the Majeſty of his Kingdom. They are 


Chariot (c). His Reapers (a). The Executioners of his Judg- 
ments e). And Chritt's Attendants at his Coming (F). 


any other; in that, being Enemies to God, proud and im- 


ducing our firſt Parents (g). We have him alſo preſenting 
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Leave from God, nor vary a Jot from the Rule preſcribed 


jerct to the 4 tles, who had but a delegated or ſecond-hand | 


on t hee (n). The Apoſtle quotes the Flace to prove, that God | 


Ihe Lord (o)? Thill, and Fmake alive (p). I will ſhew Mercy | 


: (a) Zack, 6, 5, 67. J0b 2. 1. (b) Dan. 2. 19. and 8. 13. 16. | 
25.31. (g) Gen. 3. 15. (h Job 2. 1, and 6. (i) Luke 8. 30,33. 
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8 A: Practical Diſcourſe 


alſo his Meſſengers: He ſends them on his Errands, to nego- 
tiate his Attairs among Men, and to reveal his Purpoſes both 
concerning his Church, and the World (b). They are his 


i © (2.) Ihe Apoſtate Angels or wicked Spirits: 'tho' the 
Teſtimony we have from theſe, is not from Love or good |} 
Will, yet it is as great an Evidence of God's Soveraignty, as 


perious, they are yet over-awed and compelled to ſubmit. 
And hence it was that the Devil dared not to anſwer again, 
when that fatal Sentence was pronounced upon him for ſe— 


himfelf before the Lord, to give Account of his Actions; 
and touch Job, or any thing he had, he durſt not, without 


him (Y). In the Evangeliſts are many Inſtances of Chrilt's | 
commanding them forth with Authority; yea, a whole Legion 
at once (i). Nor could they ſo much as enter into the Swine, | 
without his Leave (H. And, which is more, they were ſub- | 


Power committed to them (/). 3 

Fifthly, We have the Lord Himſelf aſſerting his Soveraign Wſ 
Prerogative. In how lofty a Stile, and with what Imperial | 
Authority, doth he utter himfelf to Pharaoh! And in very | 
aged for this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for to ſhew my Power | 


may raiſe up Men, and appoint them towhat Uſe and Service | 
he will (z). ha hath made the ſeeing, a the blind? Have not 


on whom I will ſhew Mercy (q). I am the firſt, and I am the laſt; | 
and befides me there is no God : And who, as I, ſhall call, and | 


— — 
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Ch. 1.21. Ch 11. Exek. to 4. | (c) Pſalm 68. 17. (d) Matt,. 13. | 
39 and 49. en Sam. 24. 16. 2 Kings 19. 35\ (f) Matth. | 


(k) Mark 5. 12. (I) Puke 10. 17. (m) Exod. 9. 6. (n) Rom. | 
9. 17- (0) Exod. 4. 6, 11. (p) Deut. 32. 39. (q) Exod. 33. 
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Of God's Soverainnty. 9 
ſhall declare it, and ſet it in order before me ? Since I appointed = 
the ancient People, aud the things that are coming aud (hall 
come (r). My Counſel jhall ſtand, I will do all my pieaſue (5). 
My Word ſhall accomplijh that which I pleaſe ; it jÞall proſper 
inthe thing whereto I ſend it (t): And if the Prophet be does, 
[the Lord have deceiv'd that Prephet, and I will deſt; v; him (il). 
A remarkable Story is that of the lying Spirit, and the enectual 
Commilhon he had from God, to perſwade, and alſo to pre- 
vail (x). How ſhould we tremble betore God at the Hear- 
ing of ſuch a Word! But yet, I do not reckon the laſt two 
4s Acts of pure Soveraipnty, but rather of his Juliice ; as 
puniſhing one Sin by leaving to another ; according to that 
in Rom, 1.21, 28. Becauſe that when they knew not God, they 
glorified him not as God; Nor liked to retain him in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprubrate Mind. And 


yet there is here an [mpreſſron of Soveraignty, in that he deals © 


not ſo with all, who are alike obnoxious to it. 

Sixthly, Another Enſign of Soveraignty is form'd of thoſe 
ſeveral Acts and Inſtitutes, which cannot be derived (at leaſt 
not ſo immediately) from any other Attribute, as that of 
Soveraignty. I ſhall inſtance a-few, viz. The putting of 
Man's Everlaſting Condition upon his Eating or Non-eating 
the Fruit of ſuch a Tree ()). In not deſtroying Adain pre- 
{ently upon his Diſobedience ; and in the free Fromiſe of a 
da viour, unſought unto for it (&) In protecting Cain, when 
he had forfeited his Life to Jui.ice (a). In preſerving Ham 
from the Deluge, tho? as wicked as thoſe that periſhed (). 
In ordering the Bleſſing to Jacob, who ſought it unduely ; 
and denying it to Eſau, who ſought it dilivently, and to 
whom it belong'd of natural Right (c). In the ſudden turn- 
ing of E/au's Heart to love Jacob, whom he had iuvererately 


W baited, and came with full 1 urpoſe to deſtroy bim: yet in a 


Moment his Heart is melted, he weeps on his Neck, and of- 
fers himſelf and Soldiers to be his Convoy (4). In cauſing 
a Fear to fall on the Amgrites, that they did not purſue Ju- 
cb, when highly provoked by his Son's Cruelty on the Men 
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r) 16. . 6, 7. (5) Chap. 46. 10. (t) Iſa. 55 11. fu} E- 
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dek. 14. 9 (x) 1 Kings 22. (Y) Gen 2. 17. () Gen. 3. 15. 


WY Tem. 4. 1. (0) Gen. 7e 13. (Ges, 27. 19, 34 38. 


(d) Gen, 27, 41, with Chap. 32. 6. and Chap. 33. 0 +3: 
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10 A Practical Diſcourſe 


Not that any din is little in it ſelf, or puniſhed beyond its 
Demerit; but the Lord is pleaſed thus to do, partly to ſhew | 


not chiefly, in ſuch like Caſes) to ſet forth his Soveraign | 


73d Ifalm is full to the ſame Purpoſe. That alſo of Job, and 


glory in him:) unto which all outward Bleſſings were pro- 
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11. 25. (m) Mark 4. 11, 12. 4d 16, 6, 7. (n) Deut. 32: 
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(r) 2 Kings 20. 13, 17. (5) Job 33. 13. 
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of Sechem (e). In ſending a Meſſage of Peace to Sihon, whom | 
he had determined to deiiroy; and to that End had hardned 
his Spirit, and made him obitinate (f). In cauling thoſe 
Nations to deſtroy one another, who came leagued to deſtroy 
his People (g). In deſtroying E/au's Mount irreparably, and 
for ever; when as Iſrael, whoſe Land alſo was full of Sin, 
ſhall not be forſaken (þ) : Eſpecially, conſidering, that theſe 
were the ſeveral Effects of his loving the one, and hating the 
other, and that before they had doneeither good or evil (i). In 
ſending Ezekiel to a rebellious Houſe that would not hear ; 
and not ſending him to them that would (k). In hiding the 


Myſteries of his Kingdom from the wiſe and prudent, and | 
revealing them to Babes (I); and ſpeaking in Farables to 


the Multitude, left they ſhould be converted (m). 8 
It is further manifelt, by the Lord's puniſhing (ſometimes) 


leſſer Treſpaſſes, and that ſeverel), and in his n; while winking 
at thoſe of a greater magnitude in other Men, Moſes is ex- 
cluded Canaan for à haſty Hord, tho ſmartly provoked (); 


when Jonah is but mildly reproved for paſſionately expſtu- | 


ating (o). Uzztah dies for but touching the Ark (p), when 
the Philiſtines bore it away in triumph (g). Hezekiah but | 
 ſhewsthe Ambaſſadors from Babylen his Houſe and Treaſures, } 


and for this, his Sons and all muſt go into Captivity (r). | 


his Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, and that he will not bear with | 
it even in thoſe that are deareſt to him: But partly alſo (if 


Greatneſs, and the Uncontroulableneſs of his Matters ( ). The | 
the Manner of God's Dealings with him, is much to be re- | 
mark'd : He had lived a very ſtrict and holy Life; (Not a | 
Man like Job in all the Earth ; the Lord Himſelf ſeems to | 


miſled, and Freedom from ſuch Sufferings; and when bereft | 


(e) Gen. 35, 5. (f) Deut. 2. 26. (g) 2 Chron. 20. 1. 22. 230 F 
ch) Obad. ver. 9. 16, 18, 21. Mal. 1. 4, (i) Mal. 1. 2, 3. 
Rom. 9. 11, 13. (k) Exel. 3. 6, 7. and Mattl. 11, 21. (1) Matt. 


51. 52. (0) Jonab 4. (p) 1 Chron. 13. 9, 10. (d) 1 Sam. 5. 1. 
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77 of God's Soveraignty. 11 
of all, held faſt his Integrity (t); yet the Lord goes on to af- 
fict him, and leaves him wholly (ſaving his Life) in Satan's 
Power. Had he been a wicked Man, (as his Friends objec- 
ted) thoſe Sufferings had evidenced the Juſtice of God; but 
nw His Soveraignty ; Which alſo ſeems to be intended by 
that Speech of God Satan, Thou moveſt me againſt him, 
10 deſtroy him without a cauſe. e ge) 
 Seventhly, There are yet other Footſteps of Soveraionty, 
by which that high and holy Attribute is farther illuſtrated 
to us; As, namely, the Lord's over-ruling the Defigns and AFti- 
ons of Men, to bring his own Counſels to paſs ; albeit improper 
in their un Nature, yea difſervient thereto, and ſometimes 
(by Men) contrived on purpoſe to 2 them. The Pro- 
ect of Building Babel's Tower to keep that rebellious Rout 
W together, it turn'd to their utter Diſperſion (2). Jacob's 

Diſſimulation, and palpable Abuſe of his Father's Infirmity, 
it proved a Means to obtain his Bleſſing, and that contrary 
to his ſettled Intendment (x). Laban dealt hardly with 
Jacob to Keep him low, and to ſerve himſelf of him; but 
God takes occaſion thence to give him Laban's Subſtance, 
and that by Laban's Conſent and Agreement ()). To ob- 
viate Foſeph's Dreams, his Brethren ſell him into Egypt: And 
dy this Means the Lord keeps them all alive, and accompl- 
ſheth that Honour to Joſeph, which they ſerly intended to pre- 
vent. (2). Pharaoh lays inſuperable Burdens on the People to 
diminijþ them, and the Lord multiplies them under it; The 
nne they were oppreſſed, the faſter they grew (a). Moſes, a 
Keeper of Sheep, a Man flow of Speech, and one that had 
no Mind to the Work (b), yet he ſhall be God's Ambaſſador 
to Pharaoh, (the proudeſt and moſt inflexible Monarch 
upon Earth) and bring /ſ-ael out of Bondage. And who 
ſhall be his Commander in Chief, to deliver his People 
from their potent Oppreſſors, but Deborah, a Woman (c)? 
At another time, Gideon, whoſe Family was pour in Manaſich, 
and he the lenſt in his Father's Houſe (d). And though he had 
numerous and powerful Enemy to deal with, and (one would 
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e i 8. and ch 2, 3. (d) Ce 1 ½ 4, 208 6. 
(x) Gen. 27. 18, to 29. (y) Gen. 29, (z] Cen. 37. 9, 20, 28. 
GW, 41. 40. Ch. 42. 6. Ch. 50. 18, 20. (a) Exod. 1. 12. (b) Exod, 
410, 13. (c) Judges 4.9, (d) Judges o. 15, 9 
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12 A Practical Diſcourſe 
think) had need of all'the Hands he could make to fight | 
them, yet his Army of two and thirty thouſand mult be 
reduced to three hund.ed Men, and they to have no other 
Arms but Trumpets and Lamps in their Pitchers; and by theſe 
he delivers them from that huge Holt (e). And much like 
ynto this was Shamgar's killing {1x hundred Men with an 
Ox goad (/), and Jampſon a thouſand with the Jaw-bone of 
an Als (g). It may farther be traced, in his producing 
contrary Eliects by the ſame Cauſe ; and then again, the ſume 
Ettects by Caules c:ntrary ). So Daniel and his Fellows, 
they had a fairer Countenance with Pulſe and Water, than 
thoſe who eat of the King's own Proviſion (i). It is further 
evidenced by his cauling the Wrath of Man to turn to his 
Praiſe; which in the Nature and Tendency of it, is to deſtroy 
them that praiſe him (&). By his catching the Wiſe in their | 
own Craftineſs, and cauſing them to fall by their own Devi- 
ces (I); witneſs 4hab (m) and Haman (n). The Perſecution 
of the Saints at Jeruſalem, was deſigned to ſuppreſs the Po- 
Cirine of Chriit ; which yet was thereby diſperſed into many 
Countries, and cauſed tu grow mightily ( 00 do the Prea- 

_ cher 's [mpriſunment proved to the Furtherance of the Goſpel (p). 
And ſince the Scriptures were tiniſh'd, Humane Stories, and our 
own Obſervation, do abundantly prove the Matter in Hand, | 
Do but conſider how it prevailed to the dethroning of Sa- 
tan, and turning the World upſide down, and this by Means 
the weakeſt and molt unlikely (to Reaſon } that could be pitch- | 
ed upon: Not the Sword and Spear, the Bow and Battle-axe, | 
the Barded Horſe, and the Martial Heroes of the Earth, but by 
the bare Word of God: And this, not by the Hand of the 
. Learned Scribes and Phariſees, Lawyers, Doctors, Poets, Philo- 
ſophers; but by poor illiterate Fijhermen, Carpenters, Publicaus, | 
Tei mal ers. And who ſhall be the Subjects and Party Mili- | 
tant of this never-to-be-conquered Kingdom? Not the iſe | 
and Prudent, Mighty and Nuble; but Babes, the Poor, Weak, 
Baſe, Deſpiſed, and Things that are not; and by theſe he | 
confounds the Things that are (). And by what Arms? 
Patience, and Faith in the Blood of the Lamb (,). 


(e) Judges 7. 3, 6, 7. (f) Judges 3. 31 (g) Ch 1. 15. 
(h). Exod, 6, „ (1) Di. 18. ( Pſalm 7. 10. | 
(1) Fob 5. 12, 13. Pſalms. 0. (m) 1 Kings 22. 20, 22. 
(n) Heſt. 7 10. (o) At, 8. 1, 4. (p) Pb. 1. 12, 14. 
(q) 1 Cor. lo 27. (r) Rev. 12. 11. Cb. 14. 12. | P14 
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of God's Soveraignty. =—_ - 
Conſider alſo, the conſtant Perſecution of the Church, and ; 4 
that by Men of a/ forts, eſpecially thoſe of g-eateſt Cower | 
ad Policy; the bazburoms Devaſtaticns that have been made 
won it; and with what implacable Enmity the World is 
> Weiced againſt it; and that yet it J,ñu iuvincible, and is Hill 
1 Greund Ye cannot but acknowledge the evident 
F bootſteps of Soveraigu Powe, ; That the Moſt High beareth 
Rule over all (s); and as for the C:unſels of the Wije, he 
baneth them backward (t). EE ah Fee 
Fighthly, An eſpecial Ray of this Ghricus Peuer ſhines 
or in God's actual predominating and ſubduirg the Spirits of 
en, in Calling and Converting whom he will. One would 
link that a Katiohal Being ſhould better diſcern his own 
' Winerelt ; and out of Choice, comply with the Will of his 
ler, as who mult needs beſt know what is belt for his 
Creature, and who in Reaſon can have no other Deſign 
pon bim but his own good: But we find it otherwiſe; the 
eit Things degenerated turn the worlt, and are hardlieſt 
educ'd. Of all Creatures, Man fallen, doth molt avert, 
 Winpugn and reſiſt, when God would turn him out of his 
ntural Courle ; notwithſtanding the ſoreſt of Evils do at- 
end his preſent State, and all deſirable Happineſs would 
Winparently follow his Change; yet, ſo wedded he is to his 
 Whiis, and head-ftrong in his own Will, that none of theſe 
 Wlhings move him: But on he goes, and on he will, yea 
though an incenſed Angel with a drawn Sword ſhould. 
 Wvithitand him. To cruſh them to #<th1zg, or break them 
Wi pieces, were eaſily ettecied ; a little of Divine Power 
| Would do that: But to Humble a preud and lofty Spirit ; to 
fen and welt an obdurate Heart; to tame, meeken, and re- 
„once a ſanguinary Rebel; to change the very luwwa: ds of 
nne babitnuated in Sin and Eumity againſt God, and make him 
able to Divine Impreſſions: J his highly proclaims the 
 Wceeding Greatneſs of his Power; tis a glorious Trophbee 
ef Divine wer aiguty. Which is alſo farther conſpicuous, 
nd greatly illuſtrated, in maintaining the Work begun, and 
bearing it on through all Oppoſitiuns : For there needs the 
Wane Almightinefs of Power to preſerve the new Creation, 
8 at firſt to raiſe it; the Way of God being altogether up- 


1 E a : | ; oh ; 2 


(s) Dan; 4. 25, 26. (t) Ja. 44. 25. | Fs 
F os wards 
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wards and ſupernatural, there's a great Proneneſs in Cres. 


2 Hill.) Ihe Remains of old Nature, would, Torrent-like 
bear down al, if ſoveraign Power did not bar up the ons 


yet more aſtoniſhing Glory, in his eternal Diſpoſure of 
to Perſons equally dignified (or rather indignified) in them- 


and another to Diſhonour, is the ſublimeſt Act, and mott 
apparent Demonſtration of ſoveraign Power concerning Men, | 
Ihe Reaſon of which (and that to Satisfaction) might have 
been given, and would, had it befitted the Greatneſs of God, 
or the Truſt and Reverence we owe to him: But for the fl 


able, is the Soveraignty of Gid, in his ordaining the Man 
JE, who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
Sinners, and was allo united to the Second Peſſen, to make 


of Divine Soweralznty, as never ſhall be parallel'd, and 
| ſhould therefore for ever ſeal up our Lips from replying a- 
gainſt God, about his diſpoſing of fnful Worms; which 


by charging his ſacred Decree with Men's Miſcarriages, 28 
ſure it is not, nor can be, any more than the Sun can be the 


Rejecting of Men puts nothing of Evil into them, nor ne- 
ceſſitates the Will; it only leaves them to their own Ways, 


which they freely chuſe ; Yet banking them in, and Jrappins 
e e em 


| 


tures to revolt from it, (like a rolling Stone on the ſteep of 


and ſuſtain the other. For a Spark of divine Nature to live 
in the Breaſt of a /apſed Creature, is as great a Miracle, and 
as high an Effect of ſoveraign Power, as all the Inſtance 
before enumerated, and more. 
Ninthly, Ihe Joverargnty of Ged proclaims itſelf with x 


Men's everlaſting Condition. 'T'o /hew, or not to ſhew Mercy 


ſelves: Jo make of the ſame Lump, one Veſſel to Honour, 


preſent he is pleaſed to give none other but that of his Right; 
he may do what he will with his own, Rom. 9. 18, 
Laſtly, Moſt tranſcendently glorious, and for ever ado- 


his Soul an Offering jor Sin. That the Lord of Glory ſhould 
be made Sin, and a Curſe; that was ſuch a tremendous Act 


Thing, whenever we hear or think upon, we ſhould put 
our Mouths in the Duſt. 5 5 . 
Beſfoꝛe I come to the Inferences, I would add a Caution or 
two, to prevent thoſe ſiniſter Deductions which our deceitful 
Hearts may be ready to draw from this ſoveraign Truth. 
Caution 1. See that you make not God the Author of Sin, 


if That were the Cauſe or Occaſion of them; which we are 


Cauſe of Darkneſs, Be it always remembred, That the Lord's 


e 
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a. them up, as he did the Fountains of the Great Deep, ler 
of they deluge the World with S. x. | 

6 (Caution 2. Go not about to palate, nor think to extenuate 
our Sin, by Arguments tetch'd from God's Decree. That din 
e MY of the Jeu in Crucifying the Lord of Glory, was in no wile 
d fſened, becauſe the Counſel of God had determined the thing 


s Wl « be dine. For, they perpetrated it with wicked Hand!. 

Nor is Men's Unbelief e er the leſs culpable, from God's 
1 lernal Diſpeſement of their Conditions; for it is not upon 
hat Conſideration that they ſtumble. at the Word, or turn 


be deaf Ear to ir, or reſiſt it; but from their own natural 
- glindneſs and Enmity againſt it. - „ 
And ſo I come to the Inferences of this greatly important 
t Doctrine: And VVV $77 
. W Firſt, From the Scriptures ſo coprouſly holding it forth, I 


zaching Doctrine, and full of Inſtruction; and conſequently 


plation of it, the clearer will be the Reaſon thereof, and the 


Reaſon) and nothing will be more conſonant thereto, than 


to bis Vill; and that Men, who are Atoms of Clay anima- 


be of ſingular Uſe and Moment to us in the whole of our 
Lives. Nothing like this, will allay thoſe carnal Reaſon- 
ings, which are ſo unreaſonably prone to put in their Ver- 
dict of ſpiritual Things; (which yet Carnal Reaſon bath 


le: The Apoſtle, therefore, thinks them. not worthy a 


Cd will not ſatisfie (a). O, that the Glory of this High 
Attribute might hide Pride from Men | ed 
A Second Inference, which naturally flows from this Doc- 


155 


1 SY —_— _— 
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| (a) Rom. 9. 19, 20. 21. 


infer, That the Doctrine of Ged's Soveraignty is a very 
that it is both a Duty, anc much for our Profit, to be well 
xcquainted with it. And great Confidence i have, That the 
farther ye go in an humble fiducial Diſquiſition and Contem- 


yore Uſefulneſs will ill appear to be in it. Let Reaſon but 
keep its own Place, (that is, let it go by the Rules of right. 


that the Moſt High ſhould bear Rule over all, and do according 
ted by his Breath, ſhould own him for their So ]] Lord, 


ad accordingly ſubmit to him; yea, though ſo it were that 
our own Perſonal Welfare were not concern'd in it, it will 


10 Cogniſance of) and will indeed be ſilenced by nothing 


further Reply, whoſe captious Enquiries the Severaignty of 
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trine, is that of the Pſalmiſt; Oh come let us worſhip, and boy 
dun, and kneel before the Lord our Maker (b): Let us give 
him the Glory of this great Attribute, by a real and practi. 
cal Owning that indiſpenſible Bond of Obedience, which it 
lays upon every Creature: We are highly obliged by it, both 
in Point of Subjection and in Point of Faith. 

1. In Point of «jection; To his Laws, Ordinances, Pro- 
 widences. _ . 25 Ro 
I. For the Laws of God, and his Appointments, Theſe 
we are to attend, obſe/ ue, obey; I cannot ſay, For the Lord 
bath need of them; for neither can our Righteouſneſs profit 
him, nor our Hickeaneſs impair him (c): He is the Lord thy 
God, and worſhip thou him (d). This is that ſtrong Reaſon 
by which he hath backed both Commands and Prohibitions: 


J am the Lord thy God (e). Thou ſhalt do thus: And thus 


thou ſhalt not do; I am the Lord This he ſets in the Front 
of all; and with this he cloſeth the Rear, and guards them 
on every Side. Moſes brings it in as a convincing Reaſon, 


why we ſhould love God with our whole Heart, and keep 
his Commandments, (namely) becauſe he is the Lord, and 
be only, Deut. 6. 4. No one, therefore, may pretend to 2 


Right of giving Laws to Men, or to an Intereſt in their 
Love and Obedience, ſave with Reſpe& to God, and the 
Authority they have from him. And tho' he ſometimes is 
pleaſed, (and it is a great Condeſcenſion in the Great God) 
by Arguments taken from o#r own Good, to draw us to 


Obedience; Do it, for it is your Life (f); yet in our Spirits, 


that of his Scveraign Glory ſhould have the Preference. To 
caſt out Ihmael, was a Thing grievous to Abraham; but 


being commanded of God, he debates it net, nor delays to do 
it. Therefore hold on your Way, though never ſo great} 


Obſcurity be upon it at preſent : Mind your Duty in the 
midſt of Diſcouragements; Do as Peter, who, though he 


had labour'd all Night and caught nothing, yet ſays, Maſter, 


at thy Command I will let dun the Net again, Luke 5. 5. 


2. Be ſubject to his Ordinances. If he pleaſe to command} 

the uling ſuch Means as have no natural Virtue towards 
ſuch an Efect, as in Moſes ſtretching his Hand over the} 
Sea, and ſmiting the Rock with his Rod; ſo Water in Bap- 


(dt) Pſalm 25. f. (c) Job 22,2, 3. Ch. 34.7, (d) Pſalm 
45- 12. (e) Exod. 20. 2. (f) Deut. 42. 47. 
| 5 | tiſm, 


e God's Soveraignty. 17 
iſm, Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper : Preſume not 
0 lay, Mhuit is there in theſe? Godlineſs is a Myſtery, 
which only Faith can underſtand: There is no divine In- 
ſitution but hath Meat in it that you know not of, which 
{ rightly uſed, will ſpeak for itſelf. If he pleaſe to make 
(ly of Dult and Spittle, contemn it not, bur ſubmit to 
vis Will and Way, and be thankful for thy Cure. Smpſon's 
Hair was an Ordinance to him; which when he lighted, 
the Spirit of God left him, and he became as other Men, 


with ch. 16. 19, 22. 


| 6.) As touching the Providences of God; cbſerve them, and 
: mit to them. Look not on them as empty Things: The 


Luft may yield you Inſtruction, as alſo the t unlikely : Out 
i the Eater comes forth Meat, and out of the ſtreng Sweetneſs : 
Tho' the Thing be a Riddle to an Heart uncircumciſed, 
dow with his Heifer and ye ſhall find it. Neither look on 
them as '] hings ſnpertinent ; but ſay rather, Is there not a 


Neither yet look on them as Things Contingent : A Sparrow 
als not without his Will, and the Hairs of your Head are all 
umbred (g): David was dumb, and opened not his Mouth; 
Why ? Becauſe thou Lord didſt it (h); And Shimei”s Curſing 
he bears patiently on the ſame Account, The Lord hath 
lidden him (i.. RE 4 

There may be ſuch a Mixture and Confuſion of Things, 
ind your Expectation ſo delayed and fruſtrated, that your 
foward untamed Heart may be ready to wrangle it out, Hy 


the Wicked; and to the Wicked according to the Mor- of the 
fightec us (k)? Or, why one Event to them both? This is not 


Importance than to ſatisfie your private Concern, or preſent 
Expectation. If ye would caſt ſo as to lie by your Mark, 
this Attribute of S hẽ,õ,uviguty gives you the beſt Ground. 


long with you, without which ye can do nothing warranta- 


W * »„— e —_ 20 


10, 11. (k.) Eccleſ. 8. 14. 


and recovered not until it was grown again, Judges 13. 5. 


Cauſe, tho I ſee it not? The Lord does nothing in vain. 


falls it alike to all? My to the Fuſt according to the ME of 


to enquire wiſely ; you ſhould rather conclude, The Lord 
hath need of them; that is, he hath occaſion to uſe ſuch a 
Providence to fulfil a Word, or Purpoſe; and that of greater 


fearch and obſerve as much as you will, ſo you take Faith 


| (g) Matth. 10 29, 30. (h) Pſalm 39. 9. (i) 2 * Pa; 
bly. 
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. ou Debates; and then the Reſult will be, That carnal 
ſhall yield the Cauſe, and let you go. 


Lay 7 Hand upon jour Mcuth, as Job did (1). The Maſi 


at preſent, be better in any other. 
of God: For it both obligeth to believe in him, and alſo 


| Lord holds it forth to Abraham; I am the Almighty God; 
wall before me, and be thou perfect (n). This was it enabled 


dily aſſent to the offering up of this Son, when he had him. 


| Reaſon could not reconcile. The Contradiction would ſurely 
have run him down, had not his Faith in this Great Attri- 


therefore diſputes it not; ſtands not ſo much as to conſider 


(r) Jam. 2. 23. 


A Practical Diſcourſe 
bly. Faith is a ſworn Officer to the Great King, and has x 
Key for every Lock that is fit to be opened : It forces no- 0 


thing; but where it cannot enter, it ſtays without, ande 
waits a better Seaſon. Let Faith alſo be chief Speaker in all 


eaſon and preſent Senſe (tho very tenacious and ſtubborn) 


The Sum of all is this, That tho? you be not conſcious 
to your ſelf of any particular Cauſe or Miſcarriage, beſides 
what is Common to Men, (which was the Caſe with Job) 


High doth according to his Will: This even the proudeſt of 
Kings acknowledged (mn), when his Underſtanding returned 
to him ; and ſo will you: And know, That if your Spirit 
be out of Frame' in your preſent Condition, it would not, 


2. Our Faith allo is highly concerned in the Severin 
affords Matter for Faith to work upon. To theſe Ends the 


him to believe he ſhould have a Son; even while the Dead- 
nels of his o Body, and of Sarah's Womb, wrought 
ſtrongly againſt it (o). This alſo was that made him ſo rea- 


He had as much to ſay againſt it, as could well be ſuppoſed: 
For the Promiſe was, That in Iſaac all Families of the Earth 
ould be bleſſed : Which Promiſe, and this Command, Abraham's. 


bute, held faſt and guided the Reins; ſuggeſting to him, 
'That he who gave Iſaac a Being from a withered Stock, 
was able allo to raiſe him from the Dead (p). Abraham 


upon't; but up he gets him early to do it (q) : And hence 
he obtained that honourable Title to be called, The Friend 
o Goes (1). - N 
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(0 Job 40. 4. (m) Dan. 4. 34, 33. (nu) Gem, 17+ 1. 
(o) Rom. 4 19. (P) Heb. 11. 19. (q) Gen, 22. 3. 
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ve have ſeen Now, what Abraham did ; Go ye and do 
wiſe: Take bold of God's Soveraignty as your own en- 
gd by a Covenant of Grace, and ſo to be exerted for your 
bod. Faith gives a Propriety in any Attribute it looks up- 
, and draws out the Virtues thereof for itſelf, And there- 
ve, whatever Difficulties are in your way, be not diſheart- 
| by them; but call in this Soveraign Power by Faith, to 
ur Help. Remember the ready Subjection which all Crea- 
resdo pay to his Word; by which alone (without Creatures 
device) ke can level the Mountains, and make crooked things 
eight; reſtrain, alter, invert, and turn upſide down, the 
ey Courſe of Nature: So that That which is Death in it 
a ſhall be Life to you. New Cords and Wyths, when 
wched by his Word, are as Flax and Tow, when touched 
ythe Fire; Iron ſhall be as Straw, and Braſs as rotten Wood. 
Therefore, lengthen the Cords, and ſtrengthen the Stakes of 
wur Faith; you cannot believe for greater Things, or better 
tan God can do for you. Even Sin it ſelf, which is the 
neat (and really the only) Evil; it is his Enemy as much as 
vors: And you may be ſure, he would not have ſuffered 
i; being in the World, if he had not a Power to correct and 
urb it; yea, and to deſtroy it too, at his Pleaſure : Take 
old of his ſovereign Strength, and your Work is done. 
| But here alſo a Caution or two may be ſeaſonably added, 
br ſuch Reaſons as are mixed with them... 
1. If Death in the Pot hath once been healed, and your 
vrrowed Ax-head (ſunk once, paſt Hope of Recovery) 
Wrought again to your Hand (6); - ſee that Remiſneſs grow 
upon it, leſt at another Turn the Handle drop after the 
lead. Gather not wild Gourds a ſecond time (i), leſt your 
hophet be abſent or Meal denied you. Preſume not to dal- 
with Temptations, (as Samſon did) and then think to go 
wt and ſhake your ſelf, as at other Times (2). The Divine 
over is too great a Thing to be trifled with; or made to 
kve with the Follies of Men. . 

2, Never look on this great Attribute of Soveraignty 
nthout your Mediator. As without him it cannot but be 


Os 


later of Terror and Amazement to Sinners, it is He only 


Wa render it propitious to you. As nothing is pleaſing to 
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0 2 Kings 6.6. (t) 2 Kings 5: 39, Ce. (u) Judges 16. 20. 
„ . God, 


Condition) ſubmit to Mercy, to ſoveraign Mercy; that is, yield 


with him. "Thoſe Jyrians well underitood the Meaning of 


knowing whither he would lead him: Thus to do is togivg 
Glory to God. Therefore, Fear the Lord, and obey the Void 


#9 Light (2), (namely of his 2 Favour and Love to you ii 
particular.) And tho' never N 
fore you, from the Guilt of Sins committed, the Power of in 


ving; and hear withal, That Faith is the great Commandment 


lute Dominion, the Uuncontroulableneſs of his Matters; thaff 


ledged:) To him therefore commit your Cauſe, and commil 
it to him as your Scveraign Lord, and fo leave it with him 
and ſee that you take it not out of his Hand again, by youſ 
doubting the Iſſue of it: And know, that then is your Sou 


20 A Practical Diſtourſe 
God, but in and thro” Chriſt; ſo nothing in God is cond 
' "rtable to Men, or for their eternal Good, but as it come 
to them through him: As Waters out of the Sea immediately 
are not potable, unleſs they be firſt decocted by the Sun. «< 
paſs through ſome Vein of Earth, to make them congruoy 1 
to our Nature. 4 75 3 

I ſhall here mention two particulars of neareſt Concernl 
ment to us, wherein we are, in a ſpecial Manner, to hayd 
Reſpect unto the Soveraignty of Gd. 
1. As touching your own Condition, (Jour everlaſting 


your ſelf to God without capitulating, or making Terng 


this; they put Ropes on their Heads, and themſel ves in thd 
Conqueror's Hands, upon an uncertain Conjecture, | peradf 
venture they will ſave us alive] (x). So do ye, although ye 
have but a [1 be | we ſball be hid (y). Mind your Duty, and 
leave the Iſſue to God: Believe above Hope and againſt Hopef 
Follow God in the dark, as your Father 4braham did, noff 


of his Servant, even then, when ye are in Darkneſs, and haud 
o great Diſcouragements are bei 


dwelling Corruptions, and your preſent Averſeneſs to Belief 


let your heart anſwer, Is it my Duty, [my DUTY] tobef 
lieve ? Nay, hen I muſt. Remember his Greatneſs, his abſoſ 


he hath concluded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upol 
all (a) : (that is, That the Salvation of thoſe who ſhall bY 
ſaved, might appear to be of Mercy, and to be ſo acknowy 


{ 


neareſt to Leace and Settlement, when brought to this dub f 
miſſion, Be in ſubjection unto the Father of Spirits, and lie 
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(x) i Kings 20. 31. (y Zepb. 2. 7. : 2) Iſa. IN® (a Ro 
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hut let not the Word be miſconſtrued: I do not mean by 
Submilſivu,] That you ſhould be ſatisfied under a Denial of 


Mercy, on the account of God's abſolute Dominion : I cannot 
think That a neceſſary Term or Qualification in your treat- 
ing with God for Salvation: For, 1. I do not find, that God 


requires ſuch a Submiflion, as the Condition of obtaining 
Mercy; nor that he hath made any Promiſe to give ſuch a 


| Submiſſion, in order to that End; nor any Inſtance in 


Scripture of the Saints having or endeavouring ſuch a Frame 


of Spirit in that Buſineſs ; nor yet, that Men are any where 


tr d for not attaining to it. They are blamed indeed, and 
that worthily, for not ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of 
Cod; (that is, for not renouncing their own, and flying 


to that of Chriſt:) and this Blame-worthineſs, you cannot 


eſcape, if nne your ſelf loſt and undone, you will not 
preſently run to Chriſt, without firſt finding in your ſelf ſome- 


thing that may ſeem to commend you to him. 2. Such a 
dubmiſſion ſeems repugnant to God's revealed Will. For, if 
this be the Will of God, even our Sancii cation, that we ſhould 
believe on his Son, and love him with our whole Heart: 
Then it cannot be his Will, that we ſhould be willing to re- 


main in an unſanctified State, in Unbelief and Enmity againſt 
him; which are the inſeparable Conjuncts of Willingneſs to 


be ſeparated from God. 3. Becauſe the Promiſe of Eaſe and 


Reſt is made to the weary and laden, coming to Chriſt; not to 
aContentedneſs to be divided from him: And the Promiſe of 
Satisfaction is to Jour hungring and thirſting after Righteouſ- 
zſs; not to the Ceſſation of your Deſire, without the Thing 
which only can ſatisfie. 4. Becauſe, to be ſatisfied without 
obtaining Mercy, is to be ſatisfied with an utter Incapacity to 
glorify the Grace of God, and to enjoy Communion with him; 


which are the principal End and Duty of Men. 5. It is croſs 
o the Genius and concreated Principle of the reaſonable 


Creature, which is, to ſeek its own Happineſs: In any thing 


| fort of which it ought not to acquieſce. 6. Such a Submiſſion 


cannot be requiſite in preparatory Work; becauſe that would 


luppoſe the higheſt Pitch of Grace attain'd (if yet it be a Grace 


ad attainable) before you believe; and conſequently, that it 


not a Grace out of Chriſt's Fulneſs; for ye are ſuppoſed to 


have it before ye go to him. And therefore, when I ſay, 


je muſt ſubmit without capitulating, or making Terms ; 


' . 


n Meaning is, ye are not to treat upon Terms of your own 


Makug, 
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Making, nor propound any Thing to God, but what ſove- 
raign Mercy propounds to you, as the Way and Means of 
obtaining your great End: And great Reaſon ye have for 
this Submifſion ; for herein ljes your Interelt; thoſe being 


will further appear in the Sequel of this'Diſcourſe. 


wenn er OR ·˙ q eat; AR 


| 
| 
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may be ſt 


_ Grace that reigns : Not that Soveraignty is ceaſed, but traij- 
 ferr'd - Before it was in Power, but now in Crate; In Grate, 
as touching the Elect, and in Juſtice, reſpecting the Ref, 
Grace is the Attribute God delights to\honour, and all the 
other are (if I may ſo ſpeak) as Subjects of this - Even Chnſt 
himſelf was made a Servant, to perform the Pleaſure of his 
Grace (a). So then, That you are to'ſabinit unto, is the 


9 


of Grace; undertaking for, and perfectly able to ſave you; 
and as having his ſoveraign Power engag'd to'make it good, 


the People, when they had highly provoked God ; Let the 
* Power of my Lord be great, according as Thou haſt ſpoken, &.(þ) 
It was to pardon, and ſtill to own them for his People. And 
to this agree all thoſe Scriptures which hold forth the Power 


to pardoneSin, to ſubdue Iniquity ; and to hold your Souls 
in Life. You are therefore directed, if you will have Peace 


meant of a Contentedneſs in having that Strength put forth | 
to deſtroy, but as being perfectly able and engaged by his 
Covenant to fave you. As to the Tine when the Lord will 
' manifeſt his Love to you; as alſo the Manner and Meafure 
of his diſpenſing it; the good Pleafure of his Will is exprefly 
and with all Quietneſs of Spirit to be ſubmitted unto : But 
as to the Thing itſelf, you ought not to be ſaid Nay : But do 
as he did who had Power with God, and prevail'd. He wept 
and made'ſupplication (d), but Kill reſolved, I will not let thee 


ges except thou bleſs me (e). 


0% J 42 
27. 5. (4d) Hoſ, 12. 4. (e) Gen. 32. 26. 


(in Truth) the only Terms by which a loſt and ſinful Cre 
ture can be rendred ſalvable, oricaMible of being ſaved: As 


I think (with 'humbſe Submiſſion) that if any point of time 


oſed before the Decree, it was then that abſulite 
Dominion bore Sway; but ever ſince Election came in, it is 


good Pleaſure of God's Will, as held forth in the Covenant 


Which ſeems the Scope of that Paſſage in Moſeꝰs Prayer for 


of God, as the Ground of Faith; as that by which he is able 


with God, to take hold of his Strength (c): Which cannot be 


— 1 


CI 


— — „ 


I. and 49. 3. (b) Numb. 14. 17, 18,19. (c) iſa. 
3 As 


— 


ef God's Soveraignty. 23 
2. As for the other neareſt Concernment, touching your 
Children, deal in like manner for them, by ſubmitting them 
to the lame Mercy. It is true, That next to your own Per- 
{nal Salvation, there cannot be a greater Evidence of God's 
Love to you, than to chule your Children after you ; nor 
ay thing more deſirable to you: Therefore Command them, 
and inſtruct them to keep the ay of the Lord (f), That he may 
bring on them the Bleſſing you moſt deſire for them: But 
be not over {olicitous and caſt down, becauſe you ſee not 
yet, the Marks of Election upon them. The Lord doth not 
indeed bind himſelf to take a a Believer's Children, nor 
doth he limit himſelf from taking any others. There is 
nothing declared touching his Purpoſe to take a/ the one, 
ſt they ſhould thence take Occaſion to be remiſs in their 
Duty: (Which, till Converlion is very natural to us) nor 
doth he exclude the Children of others: For that might 
diſcourage and weaken their Hands to that which is good. 
In this various diſpenſing of his everlaſting Love, he is plea- 
{ed ſo to reſerve his Liberty and ſoveraign Prerogative, that 
he greatly manifeſts his Love to Believers, in ſo frequent 
chuling of their Seed: and the Freeneſs of his Grace, in not 
rejecting wholly the Seed of others. 1 1 
lnfer. 3. How happy and ſoveraignly bleſſed are thoſe 


who have an Intereſt in this great and ſoveraign Lord! Be 
the Earth ever ſo unquiet, and the Tumult of it ever ſo boi- 
ſterous and unruly; the Lord is above them. He fits on 
the Waters (as a Prince in his Chariot) guiding all as he 
will: He is that great Dictator, whoſe Word is the Law in- 
deed: If he but ſay, Come, go, do this, there needs no 
more. Who would not be the Subject of ſuch a Prince? 
and much more his Favourite? And yet, this high Privilege 
every Soul is bleſſed with, that has in Truth taken hold of 
us Covenant: For, that takes in al between the Two Eter- 
nities, and Eternity itſelf withal ; and the Spirit or Strength 
al the Whole lies in thoſe few (but very compendious) Words, 
[[will be your God |. When the Lord would comfort his 
leople to Purpoſe, and put on their Eagles Wings, what a 
gorious Narrative doth he make 6f his Power and ſoveraign 
reatneſs! In I/. 40. from v. 12. to v. 26. And then tells 
them, That all this is theirs, v. 27. And if God be yours, all 


——_—_ 


— 


(t) Gen, 18. 19. e | 3 
| C 2 * things 


things are yours, Who, and where is he, that can ſupplant 


Original thereof, and Sum of the whole, Happy are they 
\ whoſe Ged is the Lord, Pal. 144. 15. * 


ſometimes defer to anſwer the Doubts and Queries we {lick at, 


 knowledgment of it» Moſes was very unwilling to go on his) 


had brought him to a full Compliance with his Will, and then 
off his Hand from Job, until he had well learn'd him this 
Leſlon (C). Say not therefore, (becauſe you have not Returns] 
ſo ſoon as you would) The Lord hath for faken me, my Lord 
corded of old, Twill wait upon the Lord, who hideth his Face (at 

- preſent) fm the Houſe of Jacob, and I will lock for him (d). 


of his Decrees, beyond, or beſides, the good Fleaſure of hisWill 


ſure the dea by Handfuls? or to give a demonſtrative Reaſon q 
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you of his Bleſſing? In may rejoice in his Highneſs, the 
'I houghts whereof are Matter of Terror to-0ther Men. After 
the Rehearſal of all the Happineſs and Glory that Men or 
Angels are capable of, it ſhall all be compriſed in this, as the 


Infer. 4. We may lee here, the Reaſon why God goth 


and moſt deſire to be reſolv'd about: It is not only to ſhew 
his Soveraignty, but to bring our Hearts to a practical Ac- 


Mellage to Pharaoh. Many Pretences he had to put it by: 
w henas the Danger he might be in for killing the Agyptian, 
was the bottom Objection, tho? he ſpeaks it not out. Indeed, 
the Men who ſought his Life were now dead ; which, if he 
had known afore, all thoſe Excuſes had probably been ſpar'd: 
But the Lord was pleaſed to conceal it from him ; until hel 


reveals it to him unaskd(a).' So likewiſe, he weuld not take 


hath forgotten me (c): But follow that good Reſolution re- 


Lafer. 5. Let no Man then, who will ſay, The Lord he 15 G 
preſume to intrench on his ſacred Royalty, by ſeeking a Reaſoſi 


Even Soveraigns of Duſt will not admit it in Subjects, tho ol 
the ſame Mould with themſelves. It is an Imperial Secret 
The Chief of the Ways of God ; it belonęs to himſelf alone toy” 
know it, and the Knowledge thereof would not profit us aui 
Beſides, there is enough reveal'd, of great Importance to usal 
preſent, on which to imploy the utmoſt of our "Time ang 
Strength. By over-graſping we may ſprain our Hands, and unlif 
*em for Service, otherwiſe within their compaſs, but we gall 
nothing. Therefore go not about to fathom this g eat Vee 
Who, but one of ſhallow Underſtanding, would think to mea 


Be 5 . 


(a) Exod. 3. 11, and 4. 10, 13, 19. (b) Job 42. 2, Of 
(e, Je. 49. 14. (4) Ch. 8. 17. 5 „ ob 


it 


Of God's Soveraignty. . 

+5 various and convertible Courſes? Remember that you nag 
fy his Work (e), but leſlen it not, by pretending to comprehend 
tt). SanCtify the Lord in your Hearts, aud fear be ore him (. 

[afer. G. This gives a Reaſon, why Men of the largeſt Capa- 
city, for Learning'and natural Underſtanding, are ſo mightily 
puzzl d and labyrinth'd in ſpiritual! Matters: particular] 0 
the Doctrine of Election: Why they do fo ſtrongly oppoſe 
it, and are ſo hardly reconciled with it. Jhey are not (in 
truth) ſubdu'd to the Doctrine of God's Soveraiguty : And 
therefore, while in diſcuſſing thoſe Points of Faith, they judge 
15 their natural Optick repreſents them, they loſe both them- 
ſelves and the Truth; which yet (in ſome degree is made 
known unto Babes, Men of low Stature to them) whoſe 
Spirits the Lord hath ſubdued, to reſt contented with what 
their Father is pleaſed to tell them: And for the reſt, (as 
namely, the Manner and Reaſon of God's Niſpoſements and 
Diſpenſations) they live by Faith in his Righteouſneſs ; wait- 
ing for the Day that ſhall reveal all Things; when the Taber- 
nacle of God, which yet is in Heaven, ſhall be let down among 
Men, (or they taken up into it) and theſe Hidden Things of 
doveraignty ſhall be more openly known among them. 

Laſtly, This Doctrine of God's abſolute Dominion, clears 
away all that Made - ground and Rubbiſh, which the Princi- 
ples of Free- Will-Grace do found their Election upon; and 
ſhews us the only true and proper Foundation of Scripture- 
Election; with thoſe other Important Truths which hold 
upon it, or are Conſequents of it: All which have their 
Head in the Soveraignty of God, and are derived thence, as 
Rivers are from the Sea: As thro? his Bleſſing and Grace, 
may appear afterwards. And fo I ſhall cloſe up this firſt 
Fart of the Preface with that holy Rapture of the ÞFſalmitt. 
be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own Strength; ſo will we ſing, 
and praife thy Power (h). The Lord hath prepared his Throne 
in the Heavens, and his Kingdom ruleth over all. Bleſs the 
Lord, ye his Angels that _—_ in Strength! Bleſs the Lord all 
je his H ſts; ve Miniſters of his that do his Pleaſure ! B, 
the Lord, all his Works, in all Places of his Dominion! Blefs 
the Lord, O my Soul (i). 
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(e) Job 36. 24. (8) Feeleſ, 8. 17. (8) J 8. 13. 
0h) Pſalm 21. 13. (1) no, i, 8 
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o 


ſeemeth expedient to annex that of his Righteouſneſs : And, 
think, there is not a more rational Propoſition, or more | 
obliging to Submiſfion, than . 


as we are indiſpenſibly bound to believe, ſo, to be well 


fulneſs to us in every Condition; eſpecially under thoſe} 


you may find ſome Light and Influence in a dark and cloudy 


and as Antidites againit thoſe poiſonous Contraditzions | 
which carnal Reaſon and Unbelief will be too often forging} 
and flinging in upon us. And, OT TT IT NY 


e RE 


OF THE 


Righteouſneſs of G O D. 


Aving founded this Diſcourſe on the Soveraigut) 
of God, as the beſt and moſt natural Ground of 
TDD Satisfaction (or Captivation) to Reaſon, touching 
Election: Now, as a Means to qualify our Spirits, 

and reconcile them with the Doctrine of | Soveraignty, it 


That there is no Unrighteouſneſs with GO D. 
This is the natural Adjunct of Divine Soveraignty, which | 
grounded in the Faith of it, will be of exceeding great Uſe-} 


darker Adminiſtrations, of which we do not ſee at preſent | 
the Cauſe, Reaſon, or Tendency; when Matters of great 
Importance ſeem to be confuſed, or neglected ; when all 
Things in View fall out alike to All; and you cannot know | 
either Good, or Evil, by all that is before you. I ſhall} 
therefore collect ſome of thoſe Conſiderations, from which 


Day; and by which (as a Means) I my ſelf was drawn in, 
and guided to this Determination, before I had ſearched} 
the Scriptures expreſly concerning this Subject: And they 
may ſerve, both as Arguments to demonſtrate the 1 1 þ 

ictions, 


Arg ; 


of the-Righreouſunſs of God. Mm. 


Arg. L. Is founded on that infinite Bleſſedneſs, which the 
Moti High God was poſlſeſſed of in himlelf, before the World, 
or any Creature was made. He did not make them ſor any 
Need he had: of them, but for his Pleaſure (a): And if he 
needed them not, there could be no Need, or Reaſon why 
he ſhould make them ſuch, or to ſuch an Eud as not to be 
wiſely over ruled; and their End attained, without doing, 
Wrong to any. Ihe Moti ves by. which Men are ſwayed to 
Wrong- doing are chiefly two x. To obtain ſomething they 
have not. Ahab ſlew Nabuth for his Vineyard (6) ; and Atha- 
ah all the Seed Royal, to get the Throne (c). Or, 2. To 
fecare what they have.” Pharaoh oppreſſed the People, leſt 
growing mighty; they ſhould ſhake off his Yoke, and get 
them out of his Service (d) . Jeroboam ſet up his Calves to 
keep the People at home, and firm to himſelf (e): And the. 
Fews, they put Chriſt to Death, leſt; the Romans ſhould come, 
and take away their Place and Nation (). Theſe two have 
ſhared the Parentage of all the Oppreſſion and Wrong: do- 
ing that have beeniin the World: Neither of which is com- 
patible with our GSHh at and Bleſſed God: For all things are his 
aready ; he pollefleth the Heavens and the Earth, and all 
the Hoſts of them, with an. abſolute Power and Right to diſ- 
pole of them. And as for ſecuring what he hath, Of whom. 
ſhould he be afraid? For, (I.) There is u God befides him; 
The Lord himſelf, who needs mult, know it, it there were 
mother, profefſeth ſolemnly, That he knots not any (g).. 
and (2.) As for Creatures, they are all more abſolutely 
under his Subje&ion, than the ſinalleſt Duſt under our Feet 
b to us. The Nations are o him leſs than nothing, aud Va- 
Wy (þ). He need not fo much as touch them, to bring 
hem down: Tis but gat he ing to himſelf his Spirit aud his 
breath, and they periſh together: (i). If the Lord but with- 
bold his ſuſtaining Influence, they fall of themſelves : But 
he remains the ſame to all Generations. . | 
Arg. II. Another Argument is founded on the infinite 
Perfection of his Nature. This thoſe ſeraphick Heralds pro- 
daim under the Notion of Holy, Holy, Holy (. Its Re- 
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(a) Rev. & 11. (b) 1 Kings 26: (e) 2 Kings 11. (d) Exod. r, 
o. (e) 1 Kings 12. 27, 28. (f). John 11. 48. (g) Ja. 44. 6, 5. 
0) 1/a, 40. 17. (i) Job 34. 1445. (k) Jas G. 2. 
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2 A Practical Diſcourſe | 
duplication imports the ' higheſt Perfection. And Mhyſes, | 
(who of all Mortals had neareſt Acceſs to God) puts it in 
the Front of his Triumphal Titles (7), Glorious in Holineſs! 
| It is that whereby all the Divine Excellencies are lummarily 
1 expreſs'd. The Righteous Lord will do no Iniquity: He is of 
4 purer Eyes than to look upon it. It's an high Demonſtra- 
| tion of his Excellency, that he cannot deny himſelf ; that 
| is, He cannot do any thing that is in the leaſt Degree con- 
0 trary to his holy Nature; nothing that needs to be retracted, 
or to alter his Mind about it. His Will is the Rule of 
Righteouſneſs, and Righteouſneſs is the Rule of his Will. 
The Saints of old were perfectly of this Mind, Shall not the 
Judge of all the Earth. do Right (m)? And the Apoſtle puts 
it as a Queſtion not to be anſwered, That if God were un- 
righteous, Hu then ſhall he judge the World (n)? 

- Arg. III. Tis alſo apparent from the conſtant Rule and Mea- 
ſure of God's Diſpenſements, which are not done fortuitouſiyj, 
nor raſbl), but with Deliberation and Exattneſs. He lays 
Judgement to the Rule, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet (o). 
He will not puniſh without a Cauſe, nor more than is de- 
| ſerved. Touthing the Sins of Sodom, I will go down (lays 

God) and ſee whether they have done | altogether | according to 
the Cry of it (p). He renders to every one e to their 
Deeds (q) ; and gives them ſà juſt] recompence of Reward (r). 
He will not caſt away the perfect Man, nor help the Wicked | 
(. Eliphax puts the Queſtion with great confidence, (as 
well he might) J/ho ever periſhed being innocent (t) ? His 
Righteouſneſs is ſuch, that it even holds his Hands until 
the Innocent be out of Danger. The Angels were ſtraitly 
commanded, not to begin the Execution of God's Wrath 
on the wicked World; until his Servants were marked out 
0055 And when the Lord came to deſtroy Sodom, he haſtens 
ighteous Lot to Zoar, with this only Argument, I cannot 
do any thing until thou be come thither (x). **Vb 
Arg. IV. It is further evidenced, by the Laws he hath | 
given unto Men; the Sum of which is, to do righteoully ; | 
and the End of them, the Good and Welfare of the Creature. 
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ch Exod 15. 11. (m) Gen, 18. 25. (n) Row, 3. 6. (0) Iſs. | 
28. 7. (p) Gen. 18.21. (d) Rom. 2. 6. (r) Heb. 2. 2. (5) 70 
8. 20. (t) Job 4. 7. (u) Rev. 7. 3. (x) Gen, 19. 22, N 
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of the Righteouſneſs of God. 29 

After a thouſand Years Experience of theſe, compared with 
the Iflue of Mens Inventions, they are acknowledged to 
he right Judgments, good Statutes, and Laws of Truth (). 
What an admirable Catalogue have we in Rom. 12. 12. and 

. „ | 

q I, oy fuch as concern our Duty towards himſelf imme- 
diately, this is the Sum, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
ind him only ſhalt thou ſerve (x). There is nothing more 
equal and juſt than to worſhip and ſerve him, whoſe we 
are: To love and live to him, from whom we have our 
Life and Breath; eſpecially, conſidering that his Command- 
ments are our Life (a. 5 © 1 
2. Such as refer more immediately to our ſelves, as Tem- 
perance, Chaſtity, Moderation, Sobriety, Oc. Theſe (as is 
erident to all) do greatly conduce to our outward Welfare, 
both in Point of Health, Eſtate, Poſterity, Cc. (And what 
evil Conſequents do attend the Contraries of thoſe Virtues, 
might be every Day's Obſervation :) More eſpecially ſuch as 
relate to our ſpiritual State and Welfare: Of which, more 
particularly under the next Argument 
z. Such Commands allo as reſpect our Duty towards 
Men; As to do Frſtly; to ſhew Mercy; to follow Peace 
with all Men; every one to mind his own Buſineſs, and not 
intermeddle with others: So, to be ſubject to the Powers 
that be; and to pray for thoſe in Authority; (the neglect 
of which Duty, may be a Cauſe of our Diſquietment from 
them, at leaſt it may prove an Eclipſe of our Joyfulneſs 
in ſuffering under them, c.) The Sum of this kind of 
Duties we have in that ſtanding uncontroulable Rule, Of 
dring to others as we would they ſhould do unto us. On the 
contrary, there is nothing forbidden but what tends to our 
hurt; As if it were needful, might be demonſtrated by In- 
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lances' innumerable. 


* 1 
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4. To this alſo might be added the ſtrict In junctions that 


= 


God hath laid upon the ſubordinate Diſpenſers of his Law ; 


* 


s (namely) to judge the People with juſt Judgment; not to 


wreſt Judgment, nor reſpect Pe, ſons (b): Vea, He curſeth them 


that pervert Judgment (c); And will ſurely reprove them that 


8688 


19 Neb, 9. 13 (2) Marl. 4. 10. (a) Deut. 16. 18, 19. 


accept 
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it multiplies our Work, and fubliracts our Strength: For 
lity : It's a very rare and difficult thing for a Man to be bom 


and to avoid whatever might be an Occaſion, or have Ten- 


ſpotted by the Fleſb 
Eyes, as Job did (I). (For the profeſſed Practice of ſome | 


ready Way, not only to Leeb it lou, but to kill it; as'the 
the Root. 


true ſight of other things, and emboldens to farther Attempts. 
their Expediency (u) The not heeding of which, proves often 


30 A Praſtical Diſcourſe. © 
accept Perſons (d), &c. And ſhall mortal Man be moye Juſt 
than God (e)? Will he under fuch Penalties. command Men Wl |: 
to do thus, and not much more do ſo himlelf ? 1 
Ag. V. Another Beam of the Righteouſneſs of 60 Ml v 
ſhines forth in his putting the Matter of our Duty into ſuch Ml þ 
a Way and Method, as renders it more facile, and moſtly Ne 


conduceth to our chief End. 


As, 1. To remember our Creator in the Days of our Touth 
(J. For the Work of Converſion and Turning to God, 
mult needs be much-eafter hen, than hen habituated in an 
evil Cour: For long Impenitency (beſides the Provocation 
jt is to Gd) eltranges the Mind more from him; makes 
the Spirit more inflexible,” and harder to be 'wrought upon; 


one accuſtomed in evil to learn to: do well, and for a 
Blackmoor to change his Skin, are things of a like Poffibi- 


again when he is ond. 


2. To watch againſt, and ſuppreſs the fr Motions of Sin, 


dency towards it. And in order thereto, To take heed to 
our Spirit (g). To keep the Heart with all. diligence (h). To 
abftain from all 1 evil (i). To hate the Garment 

5% (. Aud to male u Covenant with, our 


Saints is directive to others, and Equivalent to a Command.) 
To keep an Enemy from riſimg, is much eaſier than to quel 
him when he is up; yea, to nip Sin when 'tis young, is the 


confinual plucking off Buds from a Tree or Plant, deſtroys 


G nn 11 i 139 | | $8262 
3. Not to do any thing, the Lawfulneſs whereof is dubi0r | 
to us; which, as it is a Sin in it ſelf, (as every thing is 
which is ut of Faith) (in), ſo it tends to obſcure to us the 


Yea, further, not to mind only the Lawfulneſs of things, but 
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(d) Fob 13. 10. (e) ch. 4 17. (f) Eceleſ. 12. 12. (g) Mal. 
2.15. (h) Prov. 4. 23. (i) Tbeſſ. 5. 22. (k) Jude ver. 23. 
(1) Fob 31. 1. (m) Rom. 14. 23. (n) 1 Cor. 6. 12. 2 
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8 of the Righteouſneſs of Gold. 31 | p 
in Occaſion of Sin to others, whereof we cannot be guilt- ' 
es: So likewiſe to cheriſh all Motions to Good; not to 
quench the Spirit (o); and to hearken, or liſten diligently, 
a what the Lord God Will {peak (505 who, oft times delivers 
ii Mind with a /i and a fall Voice (q), which doubly 
I obligeth our Attention. es 
a his preſſing with ſo much Weight and Neceſſity thoſe 
eat Duties of Faith, Love, Patience, Self-denial, Cc. 
1, (1.) Faith, which conſiſts in ſubmitting to the Righteouſyeſs 
n Ml Cod, taking hold of his Strength, and following the Cou- 
nad of his iſdom, And in order thereto, ſhewing us our 
own Sinfulneſs, Weakneſs and Folly, with the Vanity of 
il created Bottoms, which have always failed at the greateſt 
Need; and ſo drawing our Hearts to lean on himſelf only, 
in whom alone we have Righteouſneſs and Strength (7). 
(2,) Love : This is a powerful, active, candid and obliging 
Principle; it bears all things; thinks no evil; takes all in ggod 
bart (); makes that both portable and pleaſant, which 

without Love, would be both harſh and burdenſome. 
6. Patience, and Meekneſs of Spirit : Thele mitigate the Do- 
bor of any Suftering, and often prevent or allay the Storm 

that is riling ; A. ſoft Anſwer turneth away Math (t). It 

| alſo breeds Experience; 1. 'T hat any Affligion may be born 
thro' him that ſtrengthens (2). 2. That Afflictions are all 
for our Profit (x). 3. That we could not well have been 
without them (5). 4. It alſo gives to underſtand the Lord's 
Meaning in them, which the Noiſe of tumultuating Vaſ- 
lons would drown in us. And, as a Means to work this 
Patience, the Lord ſets before us, 1, That there is a Cauſe 
of every Chaſtening; and that Cauſe is from our felves ; 
and therefore no Cauſe to complain, 2. That he afflicts not 
willingly ; but only when there is need, and no more than 
| needs muſt. 3. That he hath many gracious Ends in af. 
icing; As, 1. To humble for Sin committed; as in Jo- 
ſeph's rough Dealing with his Brethren (a). 2. To purge 


out Droſs ; as in the Caſe of Mandſſeh (b), and the whole 


— 
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(5% 1 Tbeſf 5. 19. (p) Exod. 15. 26) (d) 1 Kings 197 12. 
(r) Ja. 45. 24. (5) 1 Cor. 13. 5 (t). Prov. Is. 1. Judges 
oa (£2 Heb. 12. 10. (VI Pet. 1. 

6,7. a) Gen. 42. 21. (b) 2 Chron, 33. 11, 12. 
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Church (c) 3. To prevent Sins we ſhould otherwiſe al 


into: Thus he kept Paul from being exalted above Mex. 


ſure (d). 4. To wean us from the World; this he expect: 
ed from Baruch (e); and this Etiect it had upon Aſaph (J) 
5. To exerciſe our Graces; as Abraham's great Faith, by hi 
various 'Temptations; and Paul was much under Infirmities, 
that he might magnify the Power of Chriſt (g). 6. by 
leſſer Temptations, and Deliverance from them, we are fitted 
for greater, and our Faith ſtrengthened, both ro bear, and 
to get thro' them ; which greater, had they come 1 5 
might have over-turn'd us. (4.) Selfedenial: This is a Duty 
of neareſt Concernment to us, ſince we have no ſuch Ene. 
mies as Self love and fleſhly Luſts to War againſt our Souls 
Theſe things conſidered, will ſhew that David's Conclu- 
fron is right and genuine; Good and upright is the Lord, 


therefore will he teach Sinners in the Way (). Even Rea- 


fon it {elf might tell us, (to be ſure ſanct iſied Reaſon and 
Experience will) That thus to Command and Direct, is to 
lead in the right Way; and it highly commends to us the 
Righteouſneſs of God. 1 . 
Arg. VI. The Righteouſneſs of Gd is farther made out, 
by his affixing Rewards and Puniſhments to Good and Evi 
Works reſpectively, according to what is the proper Reſult 
and natural Product of them: J/hatſcever a Man ſows, that 
ball he reap (i): Every Seed ſhall have its own Body (k): He 


will give to every one according to his ways, and the Fruit of 


bis doings (I). Holineſs hath in it a natural Teadency to Life 
and Peace: It is a Tree of Life (m). Grace and Glory grow 
from the ſame Root: Salvation is the End of Faith; the 
Flower that grows upon it (). The Work of Righteouſneſs 
is Peace, and the Effect thereof Quietneſi and A ſſurance for 
ever (o). It is ſometimes called, The Way of Life (p). 
Sometimes the Fuuntain and ellſpring of Life (q. And 
it tendeth to Life (7). For if the 75 be holy the Branches 
cannot be otherwiſe (5). VVV 


— 
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(c) Iſa. 27. 9. (d) 2 Cor. 12. 7. - (e) Jer. 45. 4, 5 


— 


(f) Pſalm 73. 35. (g) 2 Cor. 12. 9. (h) Pſalm 92. 13. 


(1) Gal. 6. 7. (k) 1 Cor. 15. 38. (1) Iſa. 2: 10, 11. Jer. 32. 
19. (m) Prov. 3. 18. . (n) I Pei. I. 9. | | (0) Iſa. 32. 17. 


5 Prov. 12. 28. (d) Ch. 14. 27. . (r) Prov. 19. 23. 
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S) Rom, 11. 16. 
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fis ſo likewiſe with din: Death follows Sin, not only as 
; Puniſhment for Delinquency, but as its natural Off- ſpring 
0 Original Corruption is the Root; Sin the Stalk that 
grows next upon it; and Death the finiſhing, or full Corn 
in the Ear (2). If there were no ſuſtice to revenge Sin, 
Gn would be Vengeance to it ſelf: Sinners lie in wait for 
their own Blood (x). It is their own Wickedneſs that corrects 
them ). The Way of Sin inclineth to Death, and its Foct- 
ſteps to the Dead : Its Steps take hold cn Hell (2), Unbelief 
may be an Inſtance for all; as out of which, all Sins elſe 
are derived: This was the Root of Adam's Apoſtacy (Y. 
Of all that People's Rebellions in the Wilderneſs (t). Of the 
Jews rejecting the Meſſrah (11). Faith is that which holds 
the Soul to God, its Life and Bleſſedneſs; Unbelief its 
departing from him, or letting go of its hold; the loohng 
of the Knot, upon which the Soul falls off of its own ac- 
cord: And the fi ſt Step from God, ſets in a Way of Death: 
As a Branch breaking off from its Stock dies of it ſelf. 
This was Adam's Unbelief: In all Men ſince it is a Refu- 
ſing to Return. 3 55 5 

Arg. VII. This Doctrine is further confirmed by the ge- 
neral unanimous Conſent and Affirmation of thoſe beſt able 
to Judge. (I.) They afſeit it. ib, a Man of great Wil- 
dom and Integrity, (ict his libè in all the Earth) (a), and 
none ſo ſorely afflicted ; yet, ſays Elihu to him, by way of 
Counſel ; (as what himſelf would do in the like Caſe) Ju 
aſcribe Righteouſneſs to my Maker (%); And, vurely God will 
not pervert Judgment (c). God is known (i. e. He is known 
to be God) by the Judgments which he exccuteth (d). The 
Toid is upright ; there is no Unrighteouſueſs in him (e). He 
boeth Righteouſneſs, and hateth In J it. The Scepter of his 

| Kingdim is a right Scepter (F). Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
are the Habitation of his Throne (g). That True and Rightecus 
are his Fudgments, is the Voice of thoſe in Heaven (). 
(2.) They ſubmit to it, even then when moſt provoked by 
Mens injurious Dealings with them for his Sake; and when 
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(t) Prov. 23. 29, 30. (u) Jam. 1. 14, 15. (x) prov. 1. 18. 
(y) Fer, 2 1 -(2)-Pa0v. 2: 18, ang g. 5. {Gen - 
(+) Numb. 14 11. (I) Fobn 19. 7,12. (a) Fob 1. 8. (b, Cb. 36.3. 


(C) Cb. 34. 12. (d) Pſalm g. 16. (e) Pſalm 92. 15. (f Halm | 


45. 6, 7. (8) Pſalm 97. 2. Deut 32. 4 (h/) Rev, 19. 2. = 
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it: Witneſs Job; who, when plundred of all, becauſe þ; 
the height as to any Hypocriſie; yet, ſays he, I will male 


our himſelf, and ſee his Confeſſion; Our Fathers cried unn 


_ * thee, and were delivered; but I, tho Day nor Night I am mui 
fflent, thou heareſt me not. How does he cloſe his Complaint? 


| ſerved it; but ¶ Thou art Holy (n).] Jeremy indeed began 


the Teſtimony of an Adverſary proves ſtrongly. Pharaoh 
wicked (p). As alſo doth Adonibezeck, and Saul (4). (3) 
reigneth, let the Earth rejoyce (1). Oh let the Nations le 
glad, and fing for Foy ; for thou jhalt judge the People righte-| 
before the Lord : For, He cometh, For he cometh to judge 


(r) Pſalm 93. 97. 99. (s) Pſalm 67, 4. (t) Pſalm 96. 11, 
13. (u) 2 Tim. 4. 8. W 
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the Lord's own Hand hath been molt ſevere towards them 
Aaron held his Peace (i): It is the Lord (faith Eli) let bin 
do what ſeemeth him good (): Hezekiah alſo, Good is t 
Mord of the Lord (1). Nea, they have done thus, when by 
the Light of Natural Reaſon they could ſee no Reaſon for 


feared God, and eſcheued Evil, and could jultitie himſelf to 
ſupplication to my Judge (m). Look on our Lord and Savi. 


Not, Thou dealeſt more hardly with me who leſs have de- 


to object, becauſe the ay of the Wicked proſpered, and the) 
were happy that dealt /treacheroufly : Bur he preſently. be- 
thinks himſelf, withdraws his Plea, and yields the Cauſe: 
Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee (o). I 
might inſtance the Suftrage, even of wicked Men, and of} 
the moſt obdurate among them; whoſe Conſciences, at 
Times, have enforced their Confeſſion of this Truth; and 


ſubſcribes to it; The Lord is Righteous, I and my People ae 
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The Saints Triumph in the Righteouſneſs of God, (as well 
they may} and call upon others.to do the like ; The Lord! 


 & ow © © ww. 


ouſly (S). Let the Heavens rejuyce, and the Earth be glad | 


oÞ- CC. _ 


the Earth (t), &c. And hence it was that Paul, and the 
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"reſt of them, though the preſent Senſe of their Suffering 


was grievous, yet they gloried in them, and rejoyced 


greatly, in hopes of that Glory and Crown of Righteou|- 
neſs, which God, as a Righteous Judge, had prepared for 
them (1). 4 . 
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(i) Tevit. 10. 3. Ck) 1 Sam. 3. 18. (1) 2 Kings 20. 19. 


(m) Job 9. 15. (n) Pſalm 22. 2, 3, 4. (0) Fer. 12. 1. 


(p) Exod. 9. 2). (q) Judges 1. 7. 1 Sam 24. 17, 19. 


41 


7 


of the Rigbioouſneſs of God. 35 
Ag. VIII. The Righteouſneſs of God is yet farther illuſtra- 
ea by 7he 1ſue and Event of his darkeſt Diſpenſations. The 
cofunption decreed ſhall overflow with Righteouſneſs (x), and 
zothing elſe ſhall be in it. His People, though long under 
Opprefſion, he brought them forth at laſt with the greater 
Gbſtahce. His leading them about in the Wilderneſs, as 
It were in a Maze, Forty Years together; and bringing them 
ck to where they had been many Years before; yet prov'd 
+ to be the right May (y); and it was for their Good in the 
later End (2. David's long Perſecution by Saul, made him 
he fitter for the Kingdom; and adapted him for the Office 
of Principal Secretary to the great King; opportunely ac- 
qainting him with all the Affairs of the heavenly State and 
MW Council, that are fit to be known upon Earth: And by his 

W Hand and Experience they are confirm'd to us; and this a- 
nongſt the reſt, Bleſſed is the Man whom thou chaſleneſt, and 
teacheſt him out of thy Law (a). We lee it alſo, by the End the 
Lord made with Job ; he brought him forth Hike Gold, and 
doubled his Bleſſings upon him (6). The Basket of good Figs 
were ſent into Captivity for their gobd (c). Paul's Afflictions 
turn'd to his Salvation (d). Even the Temptations, Sorrows, 
and Suflerings of Chriſt himſelf; which were ſuch as never 
were know n by Men, were intended, and accordingly did, 
perfect and enable him for his Office of Mediator (e). 
Arg. IX. Another great Inſtance and Evidence of the Righ- 
#0uſneſs of God, appears in the Manner of his Procedure, 
in Reference to the Elect. Thoſe precious Souls, whom he 
boyd from Everlaſting, and determined to bring to Glory: 
Yet, having ſinn'd, not one of them ſhall enter there, with- 
out Satisfaction made to his Juſtice ; even rhofe he will not 
juſtify, but ſo as to be juſt in the doing of it (). The Mer- 
y- Seat being ſprinkled with Blood (g), was evidently a Sha- 
dow of it: For, the Glory of God does not conſiſt only in 
ſhewing Mercy; but to do it in ſuch a Manner as not to-clath 
with his Juſtice. It's a Part of his Name and Glory, that 
he will by no means clear the guilty (h): But who then fhall 
be fav'd, ſince all the World is found guilty before God (i)? 
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(x) iſa. 10. 22. (y) Pſalm 107. 7, (2) Deut. $.16, (a) P.. 
94. 12. (b) Tab 23. 10. 42. 12. (c) Fer. 24. 5. (d) Phil. 
1. 19. (e) Heb. 2. 17, 18... (f). Rom, 8 3.26. (g) Leu. 16. 14. 
Hieb. 9. 12, 21. (h) Exod- 34. 7, (i) Rom. 3. 19. — 
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Yea, there is yet a Way to ſhew Mercy, (which is for eve. 
adorable) of therein is ſhewn the Ay Wiſdom of Go 
as well as, his Righteouſneſs ; in the contriving a Way for 
Mercy and Truth to meet together (e); which was done by 
transferring the Guilt of his CHoſen upon Another, who was! 
able to bear it; and to give a more adequate Satisfaction to 
his Juſtice, than they ever could have done by their Perſo- 
nal Sufferings : This alſo was typified by the Law of the 
Scape-goat, Levit. 16. 8, 1o, 26. e 
Arg. X. Conſider eſpecially that great Inſtance of Chriſt 
himſelf, the Firſt Elect and Head of all the Family; and the 
Compact made with him; who, tho? he were a Son, Hit 
Beloved Son, in whom his Soul delighted ; yet if he will un- 
dertake for Sinners, he mult ſtand in their ſtead. 41] their 
| Sint muſt meet upon him, and he mult bear the Puniſhment due 
| to them (H. It was not poſſible that Cup ſhould paſs from him: 
No, tho he ſought it with ſtrong Cries and Tears; and that 
of him that was able to ſave him from Death, who alſo lovd 
him as his own Soul : He was not, he might not be releas'd | 
until he had paid the utmoſt Mite. For albeit that Grace | 
zs perfectly free to Men, in pardoning and ſaving of them; 
yet Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied, and Chriſt was bated nothing, | 
This laſt unparallel'd Inſtance of ene doth MI 
' highly illuſtrate the Point in Hand, namely, That our Great 
| and Syveraign Lord cannot but do Right. We 


1 | Inferences from the Righteouſneſs of G O D. 


Infer. 1. May this Doctrine prove an Eternal Blaſt, to the 
| vain and preſumptuous Confidence of impenitent Sinners: | 
| Who, becauſe Vengeance is not ſpeedily executed, have their | 
'' Hearts fully bent and ſet in them to do evil (m). Becaule the | 
Lord (at preſent) holds his Peace, they think he is like them- 
ſelves (#), c. Let them certainly know, that he is able to 
deal with them: And further that his Righteouſneſs obligeth 
him to vindicate himſelf: He will by no means clear the 

| guilty, nor be always ſilent: Though flow, yet ſure ; agd / 
| ſtrikes home at laſt (o). He will ariſe to Judgment, and je 


ch) Pſalm $5. 10. (I) ſac 53. 4, 5. (m) Eccleſ, 8. 11. 
their 
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heir Sins in order before them, and reckon with them for al! 
W the hard « Pro which they, ungodly Sinners, have ut- 
h 1 


ter d againſt him: The fight whereof ſhall ſtrike their trem- 
fling Souls (notwithſtanding their Stoutneſs Neu) with 
Horrour and Amazement ; and make even all their Bowels 
ready to guſh out. He will wound the hairy Scalp (the proud 
and preſumptuous Head) of every one that goes on in his wicked- 
neſs (p): A Dart ſhall ſtrike through his Liver (q), and down 
with him to Hell, the nethermoſt Hell, in a Moment. Why 
then will you run againſt the thick Boſſes of his Bucklers (r)? 
and ſet Briars and Thorns in Array againſt a devouring 
Flame (s) ? Can dry'd Stubble dwell with everlaſting Burn- 
ings? Did ever any harden himſelf againſt God, and proſper (t)? 
No, nor neuer ſhall, Where will his Hope be, when God 
taketh away his Soul (u)! Therefore take up betimes, leave 
off, and know that He is God (xX). 

Inſer. 2. Let this Doctrine for ever vindicate the holy 
nd good Ways of God, (both thoſe he walks in towards us, 
and thoſe he commands us to walk in towards himſelf ) 
from all thoſe ſenſeleſs Imputations of Harſhneſs, Moroſeneſs, 
Nicety, Preciſeneſs, or whatever elſe the Prophaneneſs or Ig- 
norance of Men can tax them with: For, as it is ſaid, ſo it 
is found by the certain and ſober Experience of all that fear 


him, (and againſt ſuch Experience no Reaſoning is to be 


admitted) I ſay, 'tis a general infallible Experiment, That 
al the Ways of Wiſdom are Pleaſantneſs to him that walks in 
them (y): Which argues, that thoſe who think otherwiſe, 
ae ignorant of them, and therefore not competent Judges. 
Tis granted, indeed, that thoſe whoſe Hearts are in theſe 
zood Ways of God, have their Steps too often turn d aſide, 
and go haltingly in them: But in Truth, the Fault is not in 
the Hay but in the Mex. There is ſome Fracture in their 
Bones, Diſlocation of Joints, or evil Tumour ; ſomething is 
out of order, and needs looking to. A Cripple will limp in 
Hlomon's Porch, (on the ſmootheſt Pavement) when one that 
s ſound in his Limbs, will walk with Delight on rougher 
Ground, The Law and our Hearts were once at perfect Agree- 


| | 
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(p) Pſalm 68. 21. (q Prov. 7. 23. (r) Fob 15. 26. 
( Ja. 33. 14. (t) Job 9. 4. fu) Cb. 27. & (x) Pſalm 
46. 10. (y) Prov. 3. 17. — — 
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the Price of Blood.) Altho' he love thee, and that fo, as 


Diſpleaſure, even to the Breaking of thy Bones, &c. For he | 


walk Humbly. To be blameleſs and harmleſs, and without | 
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ment, the Diſcord came in by our Free-Will Deviations, and 


ſwerving from our firſt Make. Therefore, admit not the 


leaſt Motion, that looks but awry on the Commands or Diſ- | 
poſements of God: but juſtify them to the Height, and take 
Shame to your ſelf, as Paul himſelf did, The Commandment 
is holy, but I am carnal (x) | | 1 
Inſer. 3. If the Lord cannot but do right, then let us all (and 
every one) take heed of Sin, which the Holineſs and Juſtice 
of God are ſo inexorably bent againſt : He will not pardon 


without Satisfaction. Yea, beware of little Sins, (little I mean, | 
in Eſteem with Men, or in compariſon of ſome others.) 


Your Nearneſs to God will not excuſe you; for, you have [ 
known, | therefore | you will I puniſb (a). Even Moſes his Servant, 


for once ſpeaking unadviſedly, was ſhut out of Cauaan (b); 
and tho' he would fain have gone into that good Land, and 


ſolicited the Lord much about it, as if he would have no De- | 
nial ; yet the Lord would not hear him: Speak no more to 
me of this Mattet (c). To make light of the /eaſt Sin becauſe | 
Grace abounds, is to fin againſt your own Soul, and to make | 
the precious Blood of Chriſt a common thing; (the leaſt is | 


never to take his Loving Kindneſs from thee; yet he will not 
let thee go altogether unpuniſhed : Yea, the Lord may hide 
from thee the Senſe of his Love, and make thee feel his | 


mult diſcountenance Sin, and that for our good, as well as | 
to vindicate the Honour of his Righteoufnefs. | 
Luer. 4. You that acknowledge God's Uprightneſs, and 
profeſs to be his Children, convince the World of the Truth 
of your Principles by your Practice. Shew your ſelves to be | 
his Offspring by your Likeneſs to him: Do FJuſtly, love Mercy, | 


Rebuke (d), is your beſt Argument to refute the World's Ca- 
lumnies, and to prove your ſelves to be the Sons of God. 
Shew it alſo, by your Juſtifying God, even while he wraps | 
himſelf in a Cloud (e), and his Footſteps are not known (JJ. 
He that owns not God's Hand in every Diſpenſement, diſ- 
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(z) kon. 7. 12.14, ( a) Amos 3. 2. (b) Numb. 20. 10, 12. 
(e) Peut. 3. 26. (d) Phil, 2. 15, le) Job 22. 13, 14 
(f) Pſal. 77. 19. | a 1 
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owns his Soveraignty; and he that repines, denies his 
Righteouſneſs; acquit your ſelf in both. s ene 
Infer. 5. Then let none ſtumble at preſent Adminiſtrati- 
ons, nor admit of a ſiniſter, or ſuſpicious Thought, touching 
this Holy Lord God. The Ne of his Ways, may be un- 
known, but cannot be unjuſt: He fees through the dark Cloud, 
tho” you and I canna. We know, the Lord doth not afflict 
willingly (g); and his People are in Heavineſs but for a ſea- 
ſon, and if need be (%): Then ſurely tis meet to be ſaid unto 
God, ¶ have born Chaſtiſement; (i. e. My Sin procur'd it for 
me, and I have no Caule to complain) I will offeud no more 
(i). Acknowledge his Uprightneſs, and he will be gracious unto 
thee (E). And do it when thou canſt not ſee the Reaſon of 
his Judgments, nor their Tendency; taking it {till for a Rule, 
That all the Mays of God are perfect: Nothing can be put to 
them, nor any thing taken from them (I). *T'was a good Re- 
ſolution in 75 That %o he were righteous, yet would he not 
anſwer God; but make ſupplication to his Judge (m): And 
tho' he would Nay him, yet will he truſt in him (n): And 
this he would do, even while he thought he might main- 
tin his own Ways before Bl” oo TIER HS 
Be patient therefore: The Coming of the Lord draweth ' 
gh (0), who will judge the World with Righteouſneſs (p). 
Let neither the Wicked's Proſperity, nor the daily Chaſten- 
ings of his own People be an Offence to thee ; go up into the 
Sanctuary of God (q): There thou ſhalt know the End. It 
ſhall not always be carried thus ; there will be a Reckon- 
„ing for the good Things they had in their Life time; when 
\ WF thoſe that have lived in Pleaſure, will wiſh that their Souls 
na been in thy Soul's ſtead, under all its Preſſures: And it 

ball be no Grief of Heart to thee, to remember thy mortal. 
aud momentary Sufferings (r); when thou ſeeſt ſuch peaceable 
Fits of Righreouſueſs brought forth thereby (: When thou 

bat be wrapt up with an Holy Amazement, and ſhalt ſay in 
Wy Heart, I 70% my Children, and was deſolate ; a Captive and 
encoding to and fro; (had no abiding Place) who hath begotten 
Dee theſe (t)! Whence came they! What Root ſprang they 


| IT 


. 
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. % Tam. 3. 33. (h) 1 Pet. 1. 6. (i) Job 34. 31. (k) ch. 

4. 3.24. (i) Eccleſ. 3. 14. (m) Job 9. 15. (n) Ch. 13. 15. 
" WO Zames 5.7. (p) Pſalm 9. 8. (q) Pſalm 73.17. (r) Rom. 
i 8. (s) Hel. 12. 11. (t) Iſa, 49. 21. Ch. 60. | 
— Ba from! 
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from! My light Affliftions were not worthy to be compared 
with this Glory (u)! He'll never repent that he ſowed in 
Tears, who brings home his Sheafs with ſuch Joy. But as 
you go along to this your bleſſed Home, and ſweet Place of 
eternal Reſt, it may be worth the while to ruminate ſuch 
Scriptures as theſe : Tho? a Sinner do evil an hundred times, 
and his days be prolonged, (he goes unpuniſhed) yer ſurely it 
ſhall be well with them that fear God: But it ſhall net be 
bell with the wicked (x): Verily, There is a Reward for the 
Righteous : Verily, He is a God who judgeth in the Earth (y). 


And His Judgment is according to Truth (b); And bleſſed are 
they that wait for him (a;. FEE 
Lafer. 6. Laſtly, All the Objections that are brought againſt 
the Doctrine of Election's Abſoluteneſs, Perſonality and Eter- | 
nity ; The Peculiarity of Redemption; The Efficacious Pre- 
dominance of Grace in Calling; and Beljever's invincible 
Perſeverance in Faith and Holineſs, would all be disbanded 
and ſent to their cun Place, were this One Truth, (which 
none in Words will deny) but truly believed and received in 
Love; viz. That God hath an abſolute Right of Dominion 
over his Creatures, to diſpoſe and determine 3 as ſeemeth 
him good ; and that, in the doing thereof, he cannot but do 
Right. „ e 7; => al 


And ſo I come to the Matter firſt intended. 


— — *. 
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cu) 2 cor. 4. 17. (x) Eccleſ. 8. 12, 13. (y ) Pſalm 58. 11. 
(2) Rom, 2. 2. (Aa) Iſai 30. 18. . 
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Of ELECTION. 


DHE Doctrine of Election containeth the whole 
813 Sum and Scope of the Goſpel; and our Minds, if 


cellent Subject. It is called, The Foundation of God, not on- 
his own laying, which God Himſelf is the Author of, and he 


© ſtand upon it. 


Ide Good Pleaſure of God, Chufing and Decreeing to Eternal 
Life. It is the great Charter of Heaven, God's ſpecial and Free 


Wunto Jeſus Chriſt, for their Uſe and Benefit. Now, in Deeds 
of on! (to make them Authentick) there mult be inſerted, 
. The Name of the Donor, or Perſon that gives, The Name of 


WJ the Danee, or Perſon to whom, The Quality and Extent of the 


Thing that is given, The Time when it was done, The Con- 
fderation that moved thereto; And in Caſe of Impotency, it 
b uſual and neceſlary to ordain ſome Friend as Ns 45 in 
Truſt, who is to ſtand ſeized or poſſeſſed of the Gift for the 
Doxee's Uſe: All which are evidently found in Scripture 
klection, and may be ſumm'd into this Propoſition. _ 


Prop. T hat there is a Peculiar + who were Perſonally 


Choſen of God, in Chriſt, according to his own 
good Pleaſure, and Ordained to Þ 

before the World began. ET 
Before I come to a down-right Proof of the Propoſition, 
ON hall tri explain the Terms, and then produce ſome In- 
eee e D3 ſtances 


1 
FCC. 
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n honeſtly ſubdu'd to the Doctrine of the God's So- 


veraigny, cannot be employed about a more ex- 
ly becauſe of the Supereminenq of it; but as a Foundation of 


alone ; and the Bafis whereof is Himſelf : It is that Foun- 
ation which ſtandeth ſure, and keeps them all ſure, who 
ELECTION is the pitching of Everlaſting Love, or 


Jl Grace Deed of Gift to his Choſen Ones, made over in Truſt 


ternal Lite, 
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ſtances of a /ower Kind of Election, ſcil. to Matters of a low- 
er Concern, than Thar of Eternal Life ; which yet may be 
reckoned a Type and Shadow of it. ho IT 

I. For Explanation. This Word | Peculiar] denotes the 
Exemption or Privileging of a Perſon or Thing from the Pow- 
er of another, in whoſe Juriſdiction it was or ſeemed to be: 
It ſometimes ſignifies Riches or Subſtance, which is of a Man's 
own proper getting, by Labour and Induſtry : It is alſo 
uſed to denominate ſuch Part of a Man's Inheritance, as he 
keeps in his own Hands; which our Law calls his Demeſne 
Lands. In all which Reſpects, the Elect are aptly term'd a 
Peculiar People : For, (1.) Though Satan be Prince of the 
World, and rules on every Side; yet as touching the Ele, 
is is but an uſurped and temporary Juriſdiction that he hath 
over them: They do, indeed, belong to another Prince, to 
whom their Chief Lord hath given them; who therefore | 
(in the appointed time) will reſcue them from that Uſurpa- 
tion. (2.) They are the Lord's Treaſure or Inheritance ob- 
tained by Labour indeed, with Sweat and Blood ; than | 
which nothing is more a Man's own, nor hardlier parted 
with: Such was the Portion beſtowed by Jacob on his be- 
loved 2 even That which he got with his Sword, and 

with his Bow, Gen. 48. 22. And (3.) They are the Lord's 
Demeſnes : He keeps them in his cun Hands, tenders them 
as the Apple of his Eye, and will not betruſt them in the 
Hands of others: no, not of their own ſel ve. 

* or Elected - | The proper Import of the Word is, 
to ſelect, or make Choice of One or More, out of a great- 
er Number. | Perſonally] choſen, i. e. They were ſingled 
forth, or pitch'd upon by Name: And choſen (in Chriſt) or 
into Chriſt, as their Head and Mediator; that being in him, 
all the Grace and Glory they were choſe unto, might be 
rightfully theirs, and accordingly applyed to them. 

To ordain] is the ſame here as to predeſtinate, , appoint, 
prepare, decree, or fore-determine of Things to come; which 
was in ſuch Manner done, that-the Event always has, does, 
and ever ſhall, juſtly ſucceed, according to Deſignment. Inf 
this Senſe Men cannot be ſaid to predeſtinate, becaule they 
cannot (with any Certainty) determine of things not yet in 
Being: But all things were preſent with God from Eternr 
ty, and his Decree the Cauſe of their After-Exiſtence. 


575 


lion of Bleſſedneſs and Glory; which conſiſts in their 
perfect Conformity to God, and Union with Him, accord- 
ing to the 17th of John) but alſo, whatever is re 745 there- 
to, by Way of Right Preparation, or otherwile : & erein are 
compriſed, the Mediation of Chriſt, Effectual Calling, and 
Final Perſeverance in Faith and Holineſs; which are indeed 
but ſo many Parts, or Subdiviſions of Election : Ye have 
them all conjoyn'd in one Verſe, both as appropriate to the 
ame Perſons, and as being inſeparable; In Ia. 62.12. where 
Thoſe for whom the High-way is caſt up, are termed, The 
Holy People; there's their Election: The Redeemed of the 
Lord; that is plainly Redemption : They are alſo ſaid to be 
W (gh: out; which imports their effectual Calling: And A 
W City not to be forſaken, which implies not leſs than Perſeve- 
race. And they are here put in Succeſſion, as they fall in 
order of Time: Election is therefore call'd, A Preparing un- 


0 Glory (a). | 985 
[Before the Morld began.| The ſame Thing for Brevity 
lake is commonly called Eternity, and in Scripture Phraſe 
c 5 
e his own good Pleaſure.) This ſhews the Root 
of Election ; the great Bottom-ground on which it is found- 


Contributary or Motive thereto. 


here, God's chuſing or deſtinating certain Perſons by Name, 
(and ſome of them before they were born) to ſignal and emi- 
nent Service in the World ; wherein they were Patterns of 
the Election we are treating of, and may well be accounted 
W: collateral Proof and Evidence of it. 
Abraham was pitched upon to be the Root and Father of 
God's Peculiar People; whom he would own and honour 


milies of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed (b): Which contains a Pro- 
nile, that the Meſſias, or Saviour of the World ſhould 
Wome of his Poſterity : A wonderful high Honour; But, 
Wat was there in Abraham, that might move God thus to 


refer him above the Reſt of his Kindred ? Was he any thing 


— 
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By | Eternal Life] I underſtand, not oy the Saints actual 
pole 1 


ed, excluſive to all Things elſe, as being any Way Cauſal, 


II. For Inſtances of a lower Kind of Election: conſider 


wove the Nations of the World; and that in him all Fa- 


tore to God, or had he ſerv'd him better, than other Ido 
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laters with whom he livd? No, in no wiſe; and yet, the 
Lord fingled him forth, and called him alone (c). And, in 
'Truth, no other Reaſon can be given for it, than what is gi- 
ven for his Love to Abrabam's Poſterity: He lov'd them becauſe 
he lov'd them (d). Nor was he pitched upon to be the Father 
of many Nations, nor Sarah to be the Mother of them for any 
natural Fruitfulneſs in them above others: For Abraham's Bo- 
dy was now dead, and Sarah, beſides her natural Barrenneſs, 
was paſt the Age of Child-bearing ; which occalion'd her to 
laugh at the Promiſe : For who, indeed, would make choice 
of a dry'd Stock and barren Soil to begin his Nurſery 
with ? In ſuch Materials there is nothing to induce to it. 
The ſame Courſe he was pleaſed to take with Abraham's 
immediate Seed: He takes not a/ of them; but, In Iſaac 
all thy Seed be called (e). Thus Iſaac was taken, and Ibmael 
eft. And tho' Abraham's Prayer was heard for Ihmael, fo 
as to have him bleſſed with outward Things; yet as to the 
Main Thing, God rejects him, and reſolves to eſtabliſh his 
Covenant with Iſaac (), who was yet unborn, : 
The like alſo he doth by Jſaac's Children. Jacob he o- 
ved, but Eſau he hated (g): Which is both the Prophet's, 
and Apoſtle's Expofition of thoſe Words, [The Elder ſhall 
| ſerve the Luger \(b ): And this Difterence was put before 
they were born ; yea, and entail'd alſo upon their Poſteri- 
ties: The One are the People of his Wrath, againſt whom he 
hath Indiguation for ever (1): Their Captivity ſhall net return. 
pen the whole Earth rejoiceth, they ſhall be deſolate,&c.(K) : 
But for Jacob, the Lord will bring them back to their own Land, 
and plant them, and build them aſſuredly; and do them good 
with his whole Heart (1). But let it be obſerved, it was not 
Jacob's more worthy Demeanour, whether 4 any or acted, | 
that procured him the Bleſſing. Eſau did more for it than he, 
and more ſincerely : He hunted for Veniſon, and for true Ve- 
niſon, ſuch as his Father loved; which he alſo makes ready, 
and brings with ſpeed, big with Expectation of his Bleſling ; 
which alſo he ſee ks importunately, with Tears and bitter Cry- 
ing(m). Now, what good Thing does Facob do to inherit 
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(c) Iſa. 51.2, (d) Deut, - 8. (e) Cen 21. 12. (f ) Ch, 

n 17. 9. (g) Mal. 1. 2, 3. Rom. Os (h) Gen 25. 23. | (i) Mal. 
1. 4. (k) Ezek. 35. 33 14. (L Jer. 31. 37 41. (m) Gen. 27. 
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he Blefſing ? 1. He goes about to invade another's Right; 
or the Bleſſing belong'd to the Firſt-born. 2. He ſeeks to 


leſs Eſau. 3. He abuſeth his Father with counterfeit Veni- 
on. 4. He takes the Name of God in vain, to make his 
Diſpatch the more probable (2). 5. He ſeeks it by Fraud 
nd downright Lying: He cloaths his Neck and Hands 
vith the Kid's Skin, and roundly affirms himſelf to be Eſau; 
(yery improper Means to obtain a Bleſſing ?) It need not be 


One would eaſily conclude the Bleſſing to be Eſau's: But 


way the Bleſſing; he that behaves himſelf dutifully to ob- 
un it is diſmiſt without it: And tho? his Father bleſſed 
ja unwittingly, and by Miſtake, yet when he came to 
now it, he was ſo far from reverſing what he had done, 


ſhall be bleſſed (0). Would we know, now, the Reaſon of 


was, That the Purpoſe 7 Cod, according to Election might 
land, (the Elder muſt ſerve the Younger) Not of Works, 


how God ordered the whole Courſe of this Tranſaction, as 
ntending it a full and pregnant Example of eternal Election : 


Creatures, in taking whom he will; The Freeneſs of his 
Grace, in chuſing thoſe that are Jeſs deſerving ; Ihe ſure 
Erect of his Purpoſes, with his wiſe and certain Ordering 
Wot Things relating to his End; as alſo his uſing of Means 


dem, and contrary to their own Intendment. 


Abraham 400 Years before he publickly own'd them: They 
we expreſly term'd, An Elect Nation, as being ſeparated from 


Words with thoſe to whom they appertain) Ne ſhall be holy 
unto me; for I have ſevered you from other People, that ye 


i... 
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(n) Gen, 27, 2% (o). Gen, 27. 33. (p) Rom. 9. 11. 


wert the known Intention of his Father, which was to 


$ked, which of the two's Deportment was moſt deſerving? 


ke the Event! He that carries himſelf unworthily carries 


that he earneſtly affirms it ; I have bleſſed him; yea, and he 


this range and (according to Men) irrational Event? It 
hut of him that Calleth (p). And *tis wonderful to obſerve 


Fer it holds forth painly, The Scveraignty of God over his 


ad Inſtruments therein, quite beſides the natural Scope of 


Then for the Iſraelites : This People the Lord choſe in 


the reſt of the World; An holy, ſpecial, peculiar People unto 
God, He took them for his own Portion, the Lot of his In- 
leritance. Read his own Words, (for they are precious 


ſbould 
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better improv'd their Part in the common Stock ? And wad 
that it which entituled them to this Honour ? No ſuch Mat 


no Difference between you and other Nations; All the Eart 


I might take of them, and diſcard you; they c.nnot carry 


]Joreſau it; I knew that thou wouldſt deal treacherouſly, and 
_ waſt called a Tranſgreſſor from the Womb ; That thou would( ; 


- mong Jeſſe's Sons, and Samuel muſt go to anoint him: But 


_ eldeſt or goodlieſt Perſon ; and therefore, ſays he, (when 
they paſs before him) The Lord hath not choſen this, nor thin 


)] Deut. 7. 8. and 9. 4 (2) 1 Sam 16, 1, 12. 
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Hould be mine (q). The Lord thy God hath choſen thee tq 1; 
CN oh; = unto himſelf, above all People that are on 1h 
Face of the Earth (r). The Lord this Day hath avouche, 
thee to be his peculiar People, and to make thee high above a 
Nations (). The Lord had a delight in thy Fathers to lu 

them, and he choſe their Seed after them, even you above al 
1 (t), &c. But were they as far above other Nation 
in Goodneſs, in Greatneſs, or excellent Demeanour ? Had the 


ter; as appears, (1). By the Reaſon there aſſign'd; Te ſhal 
be a peculiar Treaſure unto me, above all People, | For all thi 
Earth is mine (u).] It is as if the Lord had ſaid, There i 


is mine, and I may take where I will; I am not tyed to any 


it more unworthily than you have done, and will do; I 
looked from Heaven, and conſidered their Works and yours 
1 ſee that your Hearts are faſhion'd alike. And, (2). Theit 

after-Demeanour did abundantly verify it; and the Lordi 


be obſtinate, thy Neck an Iron Sinew, and thy Brow Braſs 
and that thou wouldſt do only evil from thy Youth up, &c. 05 
What then was the Cauſe or Motive of God's chuſing them 
above others? It was his undeſerved Love and ravour to 
them; He loved them, becauſed he loved them (.) 
Come to David God had provided himſelf a King 2. 


it muſt be him whom the Lord ſhould name to him: Not the 


nor theſe, but David. ?Tis true, the Lord did not mention 
David's Name to Samuel ; but he did what was equivalent: 
For when David comes in, he tells him, This is he, anomt 
him (z). And obſerve, This [he] was the youngeſt, the 
meaneſt, and moſt unlikely; ſcarce reckon'd as one of the 

(q) Levit. 20. 26. (r) Deut.7. 6. (s) Cb. 26. 18, 19. 
ct) Ch. 10. 15. (u) Exod, 19. 5. (x) Ja. 48. 4, 8. Jer. 32. 3% 


Ha 
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e his Circumſtance ; His Employment was to keep the 
eo: His Exerciſe, what was it but ſuch as is reckon'd 
minate? He addicted himſelf to Muſick. See alſo his 

[unplexion, or Conſtitution of Body, White and Ruddy; 
WW. ocomiſing Character of a Martial Spirit: And yet this 
(in (or rather this Lad and Stripling) thus qualified, and 


Joo yet had the greateſt Enemies to deal with, and there- 
re had need of a Man of Courage and Conduct to be o- 
them. Well, let David's Birth, Complexion, Employ- 


man Reſpects, yet this David is, and ſt be the Man 
om the Lord will honour to Rule his People, to Fight 
geir Battles, and to do Exploits. In this Choice the Lord 
WM pleaſed to ſet by whatever is taking with Men: He ſeeth 


"Wr ſome excellent Endowment of the Mind; and that of 
un is of as weighty Conſideration in the Choice of a 
(God; He reſpecis not any that are wiſe in Heart (a): And 
Jay intimated in theſe Words, The Spirit of the Lord 

oe upon him | from that Day forward | (b). | 
W's him over Nations and Kingdoms, commiſſionates him 
ſhy? What had Jeremy done, that the Lord ſhould call 
Ie was ordained to before he was born; Before I formed thee 
the Belly I knew thee ; I ſanctiſied thee, and ordained thee a 
mphet : It alſo appears by his own Confeſſion how unmeet 
eam a Child (c). 


a great and noble Work. It was, in brief, to deſtroy the 
bolden Monarchy ; to break in pieces the Hammer of the 
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(C) Jer. 
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mily; for he was not brought in among the reſt. Then, 


us educated, he muſt be the Captain of the Lord's Hoſt; 


ent, Education, be what it will, never ſo unlikely in all 


as Mar ſeeth; 1. e. He regards not Men for their natural 
compliſhments: If for any thing, it muſt be (probably) 
ince, as any other: But this is no Inducement or Motive 
he did, it was not here to be had; David had no Prince- 
ke Qualities above his Brethren, until afterwards; as is 
Then for Jeremy The Lord ordains him to be a Prophet, 
root out and pull down, to build, and to plant, Oc. 


lim to ſo Imperial a Work ? Sure no great Matter ; for this 


i: was for ſuch a Work, and how unwilling ; / canner ſpeaks. 


Another Inſtance may be Cyrus : This Man was decreed 


Whole 
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too; which is twice repeated as a thing to be remark d 


Strength, and taught him how to uſe it) Iwill looſe the Loyi 


im, — Twill break in pieces the Gates of Braſs, and cut i 


his Preacher General among the Gentiles; to bear his Nam 
| before Kings; to mawl and ranſack the Devil's Kingdom 


ſpeaking of that his Call, he aſcribes it ro the Pleaſure anc 
 , Power of God, as much as he doth his natural Birth, Gal. 1 
15. The Original of all which is couched in that Word, Ha 


fail. Now theſe Inſtances may not be valued as Hiſtorical 


whole Earth ; to releaſe God's People out of Captivity, an 

to build his Temple; and this was propheſied of him mo 
than an hundred Years before Cyrus was born. The Lori 
ſtites him his Anointed, his Elect, his Shepherd, and one thi 
ſhould perform all his Pleaſure: And he calls him by his Na 


And to inforce jt the more, he adds a Note of narrou# 
Obſervance ; I have called thee | even thee] by thy Name (d) 

Was Cyrus thus choſen, becauſe he would be a puilla 
Prince? Or did the Lord make him puiſſant and victorio 
becauſe appointed to fuch a Work? Hear what the Lori 
himſelf (who beſt knows the Ground of his own Deſign: 
tion) fays of him: Thus ſaith the Lord to his Anointed, | 
Cyrus, whoſe right Hand I have holden, (i. e. J gave hin 


of Kings, and open to him the two-leaved Gates; Iwill go beforiW 


funder the Bars of Iron, &c. But what ſhall Cyres have done 
that the great God ſhould do him this Honour? He did no 
fo much as know the Lord ; which alſo is twice repeated, a 
a Matter worthy our Obſervation, Iſa. 45. 1, to 5. 

Laſtly, Paz]: The Lord from Heaven commiſſionates hin 


and to turn the World upſide down: Witneſs his Doings af 
Ephe ſus, Athens, and other Places. And this he was called 
to, even while in the Heat of his perſecuting Fury again. 
that Name, which now he is ſent to preach : And that therg 
was no Motive on Paul's Part, himſelf is Witneſs ; where 


is a | choſen} Veſſel unto me, Acts 9. 17. 
might alſo bring in the Stories of Sampſon, Joſiah, John 
Bajtift, and others, to the ſame Effect, but that Time would 


Relations only, (that would be too narrow a Meaning for 
them) but according to the Scripture Way of inferring, ana 
improving to ſpiritual Uſes; and fo they will be a good 


Ao. 
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(d) Iſa. 44. 28. and 45. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 13. 4 | 
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oaratory Proof of the Buſineſs in Hand. For if there be 


Election Perſonal unto Things of leſs eminent Concern- 


orf&ins: If alſo there be an Abſoluteneſs in God's Decrees con- 

ang theſe; How much more in Matters of eternal Weight! 
1d if the Lord did not look owt of himſelf for the moving 
nlideration on which he ſelected thoſe Perſons to their 


uld have found none) much leſs can Election to eternal 
vation, and Union with himſelf, be founded in the Crea- 
fe. Doth God take care for Oxen ? From the leſs to the 


tion; wherein my preſent Scope is not ſo much to prove, 
in bar there is an Election, as what this Election is; viz. How 

s qualified and circumſtantiated: And this reſpects the 
ict, of Election, with the Manner, Time, and Motives of 
And yet, as introductive to theſe, it may be expedient 


tereof) I caſt the Propoſition into Six Branches. 

I. That there is an Election of Men to Salvation. 
II. That this Election is Abſolute. of 

III. That it is Perſonal. 

IV. That it is from Eternity. 


V. That the Elect were choſen in Chriſt, 
0M VI. That Election is founded upon Grace. 


ledged to the contrary. They are of the deep Things of 
bre in vain are they brought to any other Touchſtone; for 
inſelf hath been pleaſed to reveal it ? 


I. There is an Election of Men to Salvation. 


ned; and this by Virtue of Elefticn. 


r, and that ſo long before ſome of the Perſons were in 


eral Honours and Atchievements, (and if he had, he 


reater is a ſcriptural Way of Arguing, and proves ſtrongly. 
come now to a more direct and poſitive proving the Pro 


couch on the other. And ſo (for the clearer Diſcuſſion 


A Theſe being made good by poſitive Scripture, or Argu- 
Winents taken thence, it will not much concern us what is 


bod, and diſcoverable only by Scripture Light, and there- 


Tho hath known the Mind of the Lord, or can, but as 


That is, there are ſome, a certain Remnant, that ſhall be 


This is clearly implied in thoſe. noted and compendi- 
us Sentences, Veſſels Mercy, afore ¶ prepared] unto Glo- 
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(e) : The] Election] hath obtained (). The Lord ad; 
he Church ſuch as 1001 be ſaved] ( 171 AS: as many 20 
| ordained | to eternal Life believed (h) But more exprelly 
Rom. 11. 5. There is a Renmant according to the ¶ Election 
Grace. ] I Theſ. 5.9. God hath not appointed] us unto Wrz 
but [to obtain Salvation] and 2 Thel. 2. 13. God hath fig 
the beginning | choſen | you to Salvation, &c. And theſe are call 
The Election, or Party of Ele& Ones; as thoſe Circumciſed of 
called the Circumciſion: And the Angels that ftoed, are M/ 
ſtinguiſhed from zhoſe that fell, by the Title of Ele. Thi 
are alſo ſaid to be choſe: Veſſels, and Veſſels of Mercy ; Wi 
thoſe that are left, Veſſels of J//rath, and Sons of Perdil 
on: The Scripture {till ſets them forth by diſtinguiſhinif 
J . N 
1. As a Party ſeparate from the World. I (ſays Chriſt) hu 
choſen you out of the Morld (i): I pray not for the World, bj 
for them which thou haſt given me (k); and They are not of t 
World, even as I am not of the World (1): Unto [you] it | 
given to know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God ; bit un 
5 without | all things are done in Parables (m). Of Jaa 
and Eſau, (who were an evident Type of this Separation 
it is ſaid to Rebekah, Two Nations are in thy Womb, and tl, 
manner of People (n): And of Jacob's Poſterity, The Peopl 
li fhall dwell alone, and ſball not be reckoned any the Nations(0) 
| And This People (ſays God) have I formed for my fel (p) 
5 281 * the People of his Holineſs : The reſt are Adveiſa 
ries (9). 
3 5 Men of another Race, or Kindred; and as ſpring 
ing from another Root. We are Mod, and the whole Mor 
lieth in Wickedneſs (r): (Or in that wicked One, as thei 
Root and Head: ) He that is of God, heareth God's Word; 1M 
therefore hear them not, becauſe ye are not of God (s). The on 
Party are ſaid to be Children of Light, the other of the VH 
( ): The one of God, the other of the H/orld (u): The oli 
is from Above, the other from Beneath (x) : God is the Fu 
ther of the one, the Devil of the other (). e 


(e) Rom. 9. 23. (f) Rom. 11. 7. (g) Ads 2. 47. (h) 48513 
88. (i) Jobn 15. 19. (k) Ch. 17. 9. (1) Ch. 17. 16. (m) Mar 
4. 11. (n) Gen. 25. 23. (0) Numb. 23. 9. (p) Ia. 43. 2 
(q) Ch. 63. 18. 2 Pet. 2. 9. (r) 1 Jobn 5. 19, (s) John 8.47 
(t) 1 Thef. 5, 5. (u) 1 John 4. 4, 5, 6, (x) Jobn 8. 2 
(y) Ch, 8. 41, 42, 44. eh f 3 
z. Al 
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4, As Men ſubject to another Head. Me are thine, (lays 
church to God) Thou never beareſt Rule ver them (2 
il that the Father giveth me (ſaith Chriſt). ſhall come to 
4 (a): My Sheep hear my Voice; I know them, and they 
nw ne; and a Stranger they will not follow (b) And this 
cauſe One is their Maſter, even Chriſt (c) : Of others, he 
th, that they will not come unto him (d). The one Party 
e Followers of the Lamb, the other of the Prince of Dark- 
led Captive by him at his Will. HE YH 

4 As belonging to another World. The good Seed are the 
uren of the Kingdom (e); and they are diſtinguiſhed from 
de Children of this World, as a Party accounted worthy to 
ain the World to come (J) : And accordingly we find, that 
ane are admitted into the New Jeruſalem, but whoſe Names 
e found written in the Book of Life (g): And whoſe Name 


u the ſame Account Judas is ſaid to go to his own Place 
and the Elect into the Kingdom prepared for them (k). 
ſhall bring . but one only Argument for Proof of this 
anch, (and it is of that Weight, that there needs not 
nother) viz. That except the Lord had thus reſerv'd a 
lmnant, no Fleſh had been ſaved: The whole World 
ould have been as Sodom, Iſa. 1. 9. e 


I. Eleftion is Abſolute. 


J"Y In this are two Things of great Import, Irrevocableneſs 
Id [udependency. The Decree is irrevocable on God's Part, 
independent as to Humane Performances. The Lord 
ll not go back from his Purpoſe to fave his People; nor 
all their own Unworthineſs, Or Averſeneſs, make void, or 
nder his moſt gracious Intendment. And hence thoſe 
ious Expreſſions of the ſame thing (viz. Predeſtinate, 
ain, Prepare, Appoint) have nothing ſubjoyn'd that is 
le a Conditional. There is indeed a Kind of Conditions 
I rather Qualifications) that muſt, and always do, precede 
e final Compleatment of Election; as Repentance towards 
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00 J. 63. 19. (a) Jobn 6. 37. (b) John 10. 3. (c) Mat. 23. : 
d) John 5. 40. (e) Mat. 13. 38. (f) Luke 20 35. (g) Rev. 
27. ch) Cþ, 20, 55. (i) Ads 1. 25. (k) Mat, 25735. | G F 
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rer vis not written there, was caſt into the Lake of Fire (HD). 


50 A Practical Diſcourſe 

(e): The| Election] hath obtained (). The Lord added 
the Church ſuch as 2 be ſaved] (g) T8 as many Dy 
| ordained | to eternal Life believed (: But more exprelly j 
Rom. 11. 5. There is a Remnant according to the | Election 
Grace ] 1 Thel. 5.9. God hath not | appointed | us unto Wrat, 
but 0 obtain Salvation : | and 2 Thel. 2. 13. God hath fun 
the beginning | choſen | you to Salvation, &c. And theſe are called 
The Election, or Party of Elect Ones; as thoſe Circumciſed at 
called the Circumciſion: And the Angels that od are dj 
ſtinguiſhed from zhoſe that 75 by the Title of Elect. They 
are alſo ſaid to be choſe: Veſſels, and Veſſels of Mercy ; x ' 
thoſe that are left, Veſſels of Myth, and Sons of Perdiji " 
on: The Scripture {till ſets them forth by diſtinguiſhing 
Characters. 3 Co: TY | 

1. As a Party ſeparate from the World. I(ſays Chriſt) hae ., 
choſen you out of the World (i): I pray not for the World, bu 
for them which thou haſt given me (EJ; arid They are not of the 
World, even as I am not of the World ()): Unto [you] it i 
given to know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God; but um In 
e without | all things are done in Parables (m). Of Jaa 
and Eſau, (who were an evident Type of this Separation) 

it is ſaid to Rebekah, Two Nations are in thy Womb, and tui 

manner of People (n): And of Jacob's Poſterity, The People 
ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be reckoned among the Nations ö 
And This People (ſays God) have 1 formed for my fel (t): 

2m - the People of his Holineſs : The reſt are Adverſa- 
ries (4). 88080 
WE L; Men of another Race, or Kindred ; and as ſpring- 
ing from another Root. Me are Mod, and the whole World 
lieth in Wickedneſs (r) : (Or in that wicked One, as their MW 
Root and Head:) He that is of God, heareth God's Word; le 
therefore hear them not, becaufe ye are not of God (s). The one 
Party are ſaid to be Children of Light, the other of the Night 
(t) : The one of God, the other of the J/orld (u): The one 
is from Above, the other from Beneath (x) : God is the Fa- 
ther of the one, the Devil of the other (). 


(e) Rom. 9. 23. (f) Rom. 11. 7. (g) Adds 2. 47. (h) 48513 
48. (i) Jobn 15. 19. (k) Ch. 17. 9. (1) Ch. 17. 16, (m) Mark 
4. 11. (n) Gen. 25. 23. (o) Numb, 23. 9. (p) Iſa. 43. 21. 

(q) Ch. 63. 18. 2 Pet. 2. 9. (r) 1 Jobn 5. 19, (s) Jobn 8. 47. 
(t) 1 Theſ 5, 5. (u) 1 Jobn 4. 4, 5, 6, (x) Jobn 8. 23. 
(Y) ch. 8. 41, 42, 44. 1 2 
| z. 
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z. As Men ſubject to another Head. Wie are thine, (lays 
be Church to God) Thou never beareſt Rule over them (2): 
ill that the Father giveth me (ſaith Chriſt). ſhall come to 
1 (a): My Sheep hear my Voice; I know them, aud they 
low ne; and a Stranger they will not follow 85 And this 
ecauſe One is their Maſter, even Chriſt (c) Of others, he 
i, that they will not come unto him (d). The one Party 
xe Followers of the Lamb, the other of the Prince of Dark- 
zeſs, led Captive by him at his Will. 
4. As belonging to another World. The good Seed are the 
Children of the Kingdom (e); and they are diſtinguiſhed from 
the Children of this World, as a Party accounted worthy to 
oltain the World to come () : And accordingly we find, that 
none are admitted into the New Jeruſalem, but whoſe Names 
were found written in the Book of Life (g): And whoſe Name 
ever was not written there, was caſt into the Lake of Fire (H). 
On the ſame Account Judas is ſaid to go to his own Place 
(i); and the Elect into the Kingdom prepared for them (k). 
| ſhall bring but one only Argument for Proof of this 
Branch, (and it is of that Weight, that there needs not 
B another) viz. That except the Lord had thus reſerv'd a 
Remnant, no Fleſh had been ſaved: The whole World 
would have been as Sodom, Ia. 1. 0. 5 


I. Elefion is Abſolute. 


In this are two Things of great Import, 1rrevocableneſs 
and [ndependency. The Decree is irrevocable on God's Part, 
and independent as to Humane Performances. The Lord 
will not go back from his Purpoſe to fave his People; nor 
ſhall their own Unworthineſs, or Averſeneſs, make void, or 

linder his moſt gracious Intendment. And hence thoſe 
various Expreſſions of the ſame thing (viz. Predeſtinate, 
Ordain, Prepare, Appoint) have nothing ſubjoyn'd that is 
like a Conditional. There is indeed a Kind of Conditions 
(or rather Qualifications) that muſt, and always do, precede 
the final Compleatment of Election; as Repentance towards 
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8. (d) Jobn 5. 40. (e) Mat. 13. 38. (f) Luke 20 35. (g) Rev. 
21. 27. ch) Ch, 20. 15. (i) Ads 1. 25. (k) Mat. 25135. | 
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mould ever need to be revoked or altered: Nor could he 
leave it obnoxious to Diſappointment ; as it muſt have been, 
if ventured on a created Bottom: Yea, it behoved him, as 


any prudent Founder of a State would do, if the utmoſt of 


Accidents entangle them ; foreign Enemies encroach upon 


” Incidents, which humane Prudence can neither prevent nor. 
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52 A Practical Diſcourſe 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . Which 


therefore may be called Conditionals of Salvation ; but not 


ſo to Election. | 
Election is the great Fundamental Inſtitute of the Goſpel. 
It is that which in Humane States is calld the Supreme Lau; 

which is both Jrreverſible in itſelf, and requires that all in. 


feriour Adminiſtrations may be accommedated th reto: So the 


Salvation of God's Elect being the higheſt Law of the Hes. 
venly State and Kingdom, muſt on the ſame (and firmer) 
Ground remain ixviolable, It is that for which all Things 
elſe have their Being: The Plot whereby God deſigns to 
himſelf the higheſt Glory, and for which he hath been at ſuch 
Coſt, that ſhould his Deſignment miſcarry, the whole Crea- 
tion could not countervail the Dammage. He could not 
therefore (for God cannot deny himſelf) J ſay, he could 
not ſo contrive the grandeſt Deſign of his Glory, as that it 


fupreme Lawgiver, ſo to determine and ſubjugate All, that 
3 End of all might remain infruſtrable. And thus 


his Skill and Power would extend to it: But from their 
Defectiveneſs in theſe, the beſt founded States upon Earth 
are ſubject to Mutation : Princes die, and their 'Thoughts 
periſh ; their Minds alter and depart from their firſt Intend- 
ments; Succeſſors drive a contrary Intereſt ; unlook'd for 


them, and obſtruct their Work: Or the People's own Folly 
may be ſuch, as to marr and defeat the beſt laid Deſigns for 
their own good. Humane Affairs are expoſed to a thouſand 


provide againſt, But with God it is not ſo: No Event can 
be new to him: He declares the End from the Beginning (I): 


His Judgment and Purpoſe cannot alter: He is of one Mind, 


and who can turn him (m) He is allo Immortal, and the 
Thoughts of his Heart ſtands faſt to all Generations (n): No 
Creature can ſeclude itſelf from his Government; In his Hand 
is the Soul of every living thing (o). Yea, the moſt caſual (to 
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(1) Va. 46. 10. (m) Job 23. 13. (n) Pſa. 33. 11. (o) Job 12. 5 
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us) and oppoſite Emergencies are by his Power and Wiſdom 
reducible to his Purpoſe, and cannot reſiſt their being made 
ſubſervient to his Will. And this may be one Reaſon, why 
Election is ſo often ſaid to be from the Beginning, and from 
the Foundation of the World, viz. To ſhew, That whatever 
ſhould be in Time, ſhould be ſubordinate to Election, which 
is all one as to make it abſolute. And further, This Abſc- 
luteneſs may be evinced by ſuch Arguments as theſe, 
Are. I. If Election were not abſolute, it would be but 
after the Covenant of Works: Which being Conditional, how 


ſoon was it broken, even by one who had Power to keep it! 


And if Man in that Honour did not abide in it, how ſhould 
he now, when ſo ſtrong a Biaſs is grown upon his Heart, 
that he runs Counter ever ſince (p)? If there had been a La 
wen that could have given Life, er ſbould have 
Low y the Law (9 Which ſhews, that the New Covenant 
does more for us than the Old; for it giveth Life; and then 
it muſt give the Performance of the Condition which that Life 
depends upon: It alſo ſhews that the fiyſt Covenant did not 
ive Life, and that it fail'd becauſe it was Conditional. The 
Law ſhews our Duty, but gives not wherewith to perform 
it: The New Covenant doth both, by writing the Law in 
the Heart. All under the Covenant of Works, are without 
God, without Chriſt, and without Hope (r); and this, becauſe 
Strangers to the Covenant of Grace, or Grace of Election. 
If therefore the Elect ſhall be in a better Condition than before; 
their Election mult be abſolute : And that it might be ſo, the 
New Covenant was made with Chriſt on their Behalf; and is- 
that Grace given us in him before the World began (5). 
As,. II. Election muſt be abſolute ; becauſe whatever can 
be ſuppoſed the Condition of it, is a Part of the Thing itſelf: 
Much like that Promiſe of Ged to Abraham, To thy Seed will 
I give this Land (t). In which Promiſe the Lord undertakes 
as well to give Abraham a Seed to inherit that Land, as that 
Land to his Seed: And accordingly we find that the next | 
Head of that Seed was born by Virtue of the Promiſe (u): 
So the whole Courſe and Series of Things conducing to the 
tinal Accompliſhment of Election is included in it, and aſ- 
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(p) Cen. 6. 3. (q) Gal, 3. 21. (7) Eph. 2. 12, (s) 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
M. 1. 2. (t) Gen. 12. 7. (u) Gal. 4 23 28. 3 
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certain'd by it ; and that with ſuch Firmneſs and Security, 
as if the End itſelf had been attain'd, when the Decree was 
made; as (namely) Redemption from Sin, Effectual Calling, 
and Perſeverance to Glory ; (of which more fully under 
thoſe Heads:) Which alſo ſeems to be the Meaning of the 
Apoſtles, where he makes Eternal Lije itſelf to be the Sub- 
ſtance of the Promiſe (x). | 


Arg. III. It muſt be abſolute, becauſe by ſuch an Election 


only. can Salvation be inſur'd. This Bottom Adam had not 
in his Primitive State: He was made upright, but his con- 
tinuing in that State, depended upon his well uſing of what 


he had, without any additional Help. In him may be ſeen | 


the utmeſt that created'Grace, of itſelf, can do, even in a 
State of Perfection ; unto which being left, How ſoon did 
he degenerate, and come to Ruin? And all his Poſterity 
would have run the ſame Courſe, if placed in his Stead; as 
we know they have done, (one by one) notwithſtanding 


all the Helps which are given in common unto Men. And 
*tis no Wonder, ſince now they have ſo ſtrong a Bent unto 


Evil, which Adam had not. And if there be any Advan- 
tage caſt in, (which ſome do affirm, and call it the New 


Covenant) the more is our Doctrine confirm'd: For the 


more Helps 'they have, if yet they fall ſhort, (as they do) 
the more evident it is, that nothing ſhort of ſuch an Elec- 


tion will ſecure them. An Example of this we have in the 
Old World; who, by all their natural Ingenioſity, and 


long Lives to improve it, together with Noah's ſixſcore 


Vears Preaching, and the Spirit's ſtriving, were not led un- 
to God, but ſtill grew from bad to worſe, until a/ the Ima- 


ginations of their Hearts were ny evil, and that continual- 
ly (y). And this was not the Caſe only of ſome, but of the 


whole Race univerſally : AY Fiel had corrupted his Way (⁊). 


Ir is true, that Noah was found Righteous; and as true it 
is, that Election was it that made him ſo. Noah found 


Grace in the Eyes of the Lord (a), in the ſame Senſe that Paul 


obtained Mercy (6) ; ſcil. By Mercies obtaining, or taking 
hold of him. It may allo be ſeen in the People of 1ſrael; 
who, over and above their Common, or Natural Grace, had 
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| (x) I Fobn 2, 29%» (Y) Gen, 6, 8. 4 (2) Ch. 6. 12. | (a) Ver. g. 
(b) 1 Tim. 1. 16. L's LES FL ASL 


many 
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many Helps and Additions that others had not: The Lord 
dealt not fo with any Nation as with them (c) ; and yet the 
n of them ſq bad, That they juſtified their Siſter 
ä | RTE. #1 

The firſt Covenant thus failing, ſuch was the Grace of 
our Lord (foreſeeing it) as to determine of a Second, or New 
Covenant; by which he would fix and ſecure a Remnant, 
and that znfalibly : And hence it is termed, The Covenant 
C0706 as not depending at all upon Works ; and this is 
that Grace that'/aves, and reigns to Eternal Life (e). And 
theſe are the ſure Mercies of David, recorded in the 55th of 
Jaiah : It is the Abſoluteneſs of it that makes it a Better 
⸗‚ĩ.2fʒ2E.:. SS YEE WR 1074 
| Arg. IV. There is the ſame Reaſon for the Abſoluteneſs 
of Men's Election, as of Chri/fis.” That Man, or Humane 
Body, which the Second Perſon was to aſſume and unite to 
himſelf, was not ordain'd to that Union, upon any Condi- 
tion whatever; as, namely, If he ſhould fulfil all Righte- 
ouſneſs, deſtroy the Devil, diffolve his Works, and make 
Attonement for Sin; for theſe he could not have done with- 
coat that Union: And that his Ordination thereto was abſo- 
ute, appears by Heb. 10. 5. A Body haſt thou prepared me. 
And Luke 1. 35. That holy Thing which ſhall be born of thee, 
Hall be called the Son of God. Matth. 1. 21. He ſhall ſave his 
People from their Sins. In which Places the Abſoluteneſs of 
the Decree for that Man's being united to the Son of God, 
is evidently ſet forth. And that our Election (as to this 
Circumſtance of it) holds Proportion with that of Chriſt, 
- ye will ſee more fully afterwards. Take only (at preſent) 
- thoſe gracious Words, which, doubtleſs, he uttered with 
e great Satisfaction to himſelf in the 17th of John, Thou haſt 
). Loved them, as thou haſt loved me, Ver. 21. EY 


it J. Arg. V. It was requilite that Election ſhould be abſoJute, Þ} 


d becauſe of the Abſoluteneſs of God's Decree touching the 
Death of his Son; unto which he was fore-ordained unre- 
gf pealably (J): And all that were ſaved before he ſuffered, 
were ſaved on the Credit of that Decree (g). The Scrip- 
d ture alſo ſays plainly, That He was the Lamb ſlain from the 
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8. (eh Pſalm 147. 19; 20. (d) Exch. 16. 51. (e] Rem. 54 21. Eph, 
2. 5, 8. (f) 1 Pet. 1. 20. (g) Romn 3. 25, 26. | 
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Foundation. of the World (H), and that it was not poſſible that 
Cup ſhould paſs from him (i). And if it be a thing below 
the Prudence of Men, to lay down the Price without ſecu- 
ring the Purchaſe : Then, ſurely, the Wiſdom of God could 
not.determine the Death of his Son for Men's Salvation, 
and yet leave the Salvation of thoſe very. Men at an Uncer- 
tainty ; which it muſt have been, if their Election were not 
abſolute. ES 15 1 3 
| Arg. VI. Laſtly, It might alſo be argued from the Nature 
of Divine Promiſes; which are Patterns, or declarative Co- 
| * of the Decree. Now the Promiſes touching Spiritual 
Hhleſſings are abſolute They are of that Word which is for 
| ever ſettled in Heaven ((). See the Promiſes of ſending | 
| Chriſt to be a Redeemer (/); the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctifie 
and lead into all Truth; (n); to ſprinkle clean Water upon 
them; to give them a new Heart; to cauſe them to walk 
| in his Statutes; that he will be their God, and they {ball be 
his erde and ſhall not depart from him (u); that if they 
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ſimn, he will chaſtiſe them with the Rods of Men, but his 
everlaſting Kindneſs he will not take from them (o); and 

that at laſt he will preſent them faultleſs before the Preſence of | 
is Glory (p). Theſe all, with others of like Tenour, are 
delivered in poſitive and abſolute Terms, without any Shew 
of Reſervation, Proviſo, or Condition. And if zheſe (which | 
are Tranſcripts of the Decree) be abſolate, it follows, That 
the Decree allo is the fame: And on this Ground it is the 
Apoſtle ſtands, when he challengeth all the World to nullify 
God's: Election (): Which he could not have done, had 
not Election been ſcuerargnly Abſolute. „ 

III. Election is Perſonal: And, 


IV. I is from Eternity. 


Theſe two I put together in Proof, becauſe they are 
frequently joyned in Scripture. It was not the whole Lump 
| of Mankind that was the Object of Election; neither was 
Election (as ſome ſpeak) 4 Decree to Elect ſuch as ſhould 
' happen to be thus and ſo qualified: But certain determinate 
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g)) Rev. 13. 8. (i) Matth. 26 39, 42. (k) Pſalm 119. 89. 
() Gen. 3 15. (m) John 16 3. (n) Fer. 24. 7. Ezek: 36. 26. 

(o) Palm 89 30,34. (D) Jude v. 24. (9) Rom. 8. 33, 34. 
ö . Perſons , 
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perſons were choſen by Name, or ſingled out from among 
the reſt, and ordained to Eternal Life. Our Saviour ſtiles 
them the Men that were given him | out | of the World (t): 
And they were given him by Name, as well as Number; 
and by theſe Names he knows them (S). It is not unworthy 
our deepelt Reſentment, How the Lord takes notice of the 
Names of his People; as intending it (doubtleſs) a ſignal 
Token of the ſpecial Regard he hath to their Perſons. He 
therefore tells Moſes, I know thee by thy Name (t). It is an ap- 
propriating of them to himſelf : Iſa 43. 1.. { have called thee 
by thy Name, thou art mine. Sometimes alſo when he calls to 
4 — he eminently owns, he doubles their Name by Repeti- 
tion: Thus to his Friend Abraham, Gen. 22. 11. To Moſes 
his Servant, Exod. 3. 4. and others. But I find no Inſtance 
of his ſpeaking ſo to other Men: And theſe, I ſuppoſe, are 
recorded, as worthy of ſpecial Remark ; and that tis no light 
Matter, (much leſs to be ſcoffed at, as it is by ſome frothy 
Spirits,) That the Elect were choſen by Name, and that 
their Names are written in Heaven. And that it. was tranſ- 
acted from Eternity, is evident from John 17. 23, 24. | Eph. 
I. 4. Rev. 13. 8. and 17.8. and other Scriptures, , _ 
The Perſonality of Election, with its Eternity, may be 
evinc'd by ſuch Arguments as thele. . Ct 
Ag. I. From the Example of Chriſts Election. It was not 
J a Perſon Uncertain that was to be Lord and Chriſt ; bur, the 
J ſecond Perſon in humane Nature: And this Capacity he 
ſuſtain'd from everlaſting (u). Nor was it Any Body, which 
J he might aſſume, but that very ſame numerical Body, that 
Vas prepared for him (x), And this very Perſon he loved be- 
J fore the Foundation of the World (y). It is worthy Oblervas 
tion, how particular the Decree was, even in Things Circum- 
I /antial to our Lord Chriſt; as that he ſhould come of Abra- 
am's Stock, of Judab's Tribe, of David's Lineage, be 
conceived in a Virgin, born at Bethlehem; and this, when 
the Scepter was departing from Judah; That he ſhould be 
bufteted; ſcourged, ſpit upon, hanged on a Tree, his Hands 
and his Feet pierced ; That Gall and Vinegar ſhould be gi- 
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(r) Fobn 17. 6. (s) ch. 10. 3, 14 i (t) Exod. 33. 17. 
lu) Prov. 8. 23. 31. 1 Pet. 1. 20. (x) Heb. 10. 5, 


Falm 40. 7. (J) Fobn 17. 24. 1 4 175 
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Foundation. of the World (h), and that it was not poſſible that 

Cup. ſhould paſs from him (7). And if it be a thing below 

the Prudence of Men, to lay down the Price without ſecu- 

ring the Purchaſe : Then, ſurely, the Wiſdom of God could 

not.determine the Death of his Son for Men's Salvation, 

and yet leave the Salvation of thoſe very. Men at an Uncer- 

7 which it muſt have been, if their Election were not 
abſolute. 3 


As,. VI. Laſtly, It might alſo be argued from the Nature 
of Divine Promiſes ; which are Patterus, or declarative Co- 
ies of the Decree. Now the Promiſes touching Spiritual 
leſſings are abſolute : They are of that Word which is for 
ever ſettled in Heaven (k), See the Promiſes of ſending 
Chriſt to be a Redeemer (); the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctifie 
and lead into all Truth; (n; to ſprinkle clean Water upon 
them; to give them a new Heart; to cauſe them to walk 
in his Statutes; that he will be their God, and they ſhall be 
his People, and ſhall not depart from him (u); that if they 
ſin, he will chaſtiſe them with the Rods of Men, but his 
everlaſting Kindneſs he will not take from them (o); and 
that at laſt he will preſent them faultleſs before the Preſence of 
his Glory (p). Theſe all, with others of like Tenour, are 
1 delivered in poſitive and abſolute Terms, without any Shew 
of Reſervation, Proviſo, or Condition. And if theſe (which 
are Tranſcripts of the Decree) be abſolate, it follows, That 
the Decree alſo is the ſame: And on this Ground it is the 


Apoſtle ſtands, when he challengeth all the World to nullify || | 
God's Election (9): Which he could not have done, had |} | 
not Election been ſcveraignly Abſolute. | :— 
III. Election is Perſonal : And, i 
f IV. I is from Eternity. : Ft 
Theſe two I put together, in Proof, becauſe they are 1 


frequently joyned in Scripture. : It was not the whole Lump e 
| of Mankind that was the Object of Election; neither was It 
Election (as ſome ſpeak) 4 Decree to Elect ſuch as ſhould Ib 

happen to be thus and ſo qualified: But certain determinate Þ 
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(h) Rev. 13. 8. (i) Matth. 26 39, 42. (k) Pſalm 119. 89. 
(1) Gen. 3 15. (m) John 16 3. (n) Fer. 24. 7. Eek. 36. 26. 
(0) Pfalm 89 30,---34. (p) Jude v. 24. () Rom. 8. 33» 34. of 
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perſons were choſen by Name, or ſingled out from among 
the reſt, and ordained to Eternal Life. Our Saviour ſtiles 
them the Men that were given him | out | of the World (t): 
And they were given him by Name, as well as Number; 
and by theſe Names he knows them (5). It is not unworthy 
our deepeſt Reſentment, How the Lord takes notice of the 
Names of his People; as intending it (doubtleſs) a ſignal 
Token of the ſpecial Regard he hath to their Perſons. He 
therefore tells Moſes, I know thee by thy Name (t). It is an ap- 
propriating of them to himſelf : Iſa 43. 1. 1 have called thee 
by thy Name, thou art mine. Sometimes alſo when he calls to 
thoſe he eminently owns, he doubles their Name by Repeti- 
tion: Thus to his Friend Abraham, Gen. 22. 11. To Moſes 
his Servant, Exod. 3. 4. and others. But I find no Inſtance 
of his ſpeaking ſo to other Men: And theſe, I ſuppoſe, are 
recorded, as worthy of ſpecial Remark ; and that tis no light 
Matter, (much leſs to be ſcoffed at, as it is by ſome frothy 
Spirits,) That the Elect were choſen by Name, and that 
their Names are written in Heaven. And that it. was tranſ- 
| acted from Eternity, is evident from Jon 17. 23, 24. | Eph. 
I. 4. Rev. 13. 8. and 17. 8. and other Scriptures. , _ 
The Perſonality of Election, with its Eternity, may be 
evinc'd by ſuch Arguments as thele.  _ 

A:g.l. From the Example of Chriſt's Election. It was not 

a Perton Uncertain that was to be Lord and Chriſt ; but, the 
ſecond Perſon in humane Nature : And this Capacity he 
ſultain'd from everlaſting (u). Nor was it Any Body, which 
he might aſſume, but that very ſame numerical Body, that 
was prepared for him (x), And this very Perſon he loved be- 
fore the Foundation of the World (y). It is worthy Obſerva- 
tion, how particular the Decree was, even in Things Circum- 
lantiul to our Lord Chriſt; as that he ſhould come of Abra- 

I bam's Stock, of Fudah's Tribe, of David's Lineage, be 
I conceived in a Virgin, born at Bethlehem ; and this, when 
the Scepter was departing from Judah; That he ſhould be 
bufteted, ſcourged, ſpit upon, hanged on a Tree, his Hands 
and his Feet pierced ; That Gall and Vinegar ſhould be gi- 
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(r) Jobn 17. 6. (5) Ch. 10. 3, 14 5 (t) Exod: 120446 
(u) Prov. 8. 23. 31. 1 Pet. 1-20. (x) Heb. 10. 5, 


Pſalm 40. 7. (v0 Jobn 17. 24. N TW BY © + 
1 | | E 3 | ö Ven 


58 A Practical Diſcourſe 
ven him to drink; That a Bone of him fhoald not be bro- 


ken; (even while on both Sides of him others were;) That 
. his Garments ſhould be parted, and Lots caſt on his Ve- 


ſture : As alſo that he ſhould riſe again the third Day, Cc. 


And that theſe were 4 decreed, appears by the Propheſies 


of them; which are the Decree exemplified, or drawn out 
of the Regiſter. As touching his Reſurrection, it is ſaid 


_ expreſly in Pſalm 2. 7. 1 will declare the Decree : And the 


ſame is as true of all the Reſt. And if the Election of the 
Head was Perſonal and from Eternity ; way not theirs that 
ſhould make up his Body, ſince They did as really exiſt then, 
as the humane Natuie of Chriſt did? Beſides it was very 


agreeable, '] hat he and they ſhould both be appointed to- 
gether : For, he could not be an Head, but with Reſpect to a | 
And that they were exprelly determined of, appears 


Body 
by Hfalm 139. 16. In thy Book were all my Members written, 
when as yet there was none sf them. If you ſay, that was meant 


of David Members; I aniwer, That if God thought the 


Members of an Earthly Body worthy his Regiſtring, he 


could not be leſs particular and exact, about the Myſtical 


Body of his Son; beſides, David was his Type. 


Chriſt alſo was ordain'd to be a Saviour, and that by his 
Death, and both jrom the Foundation of the World (a): It was 


therefore expedient, then alſo to be determined, how mam, 


and who in particular ſhould have Salvation by him. He 
was not to die for himſelf : But for thoſe whoſe Security he 
undertook. Now it is not a Thing proper, to ſpeak of Se. 
curity, or Bail, but with Reſpect to a\Debtor or Offender; and 
that Debtor or Ottender muſt be knowz too, and named, or 
_ elſe the entring of the Bail is an inſignificant Act; eſpecially, 
where the Surety hath no Debt or Default of his own to 
be charg'd with. Our Lord and Saviour did not make his 
Soul an Offering for ſome-body's Sins, but uncertain whoſe. 
Aaron knew whole Treſpaſſes he offer'd for; their Names 


were graven on his Breaſt- plate: Not the ir national Name, 


or Qualification, (viz. Iſraelite, or Believer) but their perſonal 


Names, Reuben, Simeon, Levi,. o had our great High 


Prieſt, or he could not have made Atonement for us: And 
that Place (Rev. 13. 8.) points at the ſame Time for both. 


Thoſe Words | From the Foundation of the World] do refer as 


(a) J Pei. I, 20. 
1 well 
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well to the writing of their Names in the Book of Life, as to 
the Lamb's being ſlain; as evident from the 8th ve-/e of the 
17th Chap. where deciphering thoſe who ſhall wander after 
the Beaſt, he ſays, they are ſuch whoſe Names were | not 
written in the Book of Life, | from the Foundation of the Mor ld, 
as were theirs who followed the Lamb, and whom God had 
from the beginning wan to Salvation (b). 

Arg. II. The Deſign of God in the Death of Chriſt,could 
not otherwiſe be ſecur'd. Had the Deſign been, to Purchaſe 
Salvation for Believers, without aſcertaining the Perſons that 
ſhould believe ; it had been uncertain whether any would 
be ſaved, becauſe uncertain whether any would believe. If 
certain that ſome would believe; this Certainty mult be de- 
creed: For, nothing future could be certain otherwiſe. And 
it it was decreed, that Some ſhould believe; the Individuals 
of that Some mult be decreed alſo: For, Faith is the Gift of 
God, and could not be foreſeen in any, but whom he had 
decreed to give it unto. Which laid together, are a good 
Demonſtration, that thoſe Chriſt ſhould die for, were as well 
pre-ordained, as that He ſhould die for them; and that de- 
fuaitely, and by Name. ö g 

Arg. III. It may further be Argued, from the Father's 
preparing a Kingdom from the Foundation of the World, and 
Manfions or Places in it. To prepare the Way of this Argu- 


ment; conſider the Punctuality of God's Diſpoſements in 


Things of a lower Concern: He did not create the Earth in 

vain; (i. e. to ſtand empty and void, as at its firſt Formation) 

nor the ſeveral Quarters thereof to be inhabited indefiuitelh, 
by ſome Nation or other, who ſhould happen to get Poſſeſ- 
ſion of them: But, He divided to the Nations their Inheri- 
tance, and the bounds of their Habitation (c). Mount Seir was 

given to Eſau, and Ar to the Children of Lot (d): Each 
Nation had its Limits ſtaked out, and this from the Das of 
Old. And if we maydiſtinguiſh of Acts in God, and of Time 
in'Eternity ; his Purpoſe to form and bring forth theſe Nati- 
ons mult needs be as early, as to create and furniſh thoſe 

Parts of the World which they ſhould inhabit. Now, 
Earthly Settlements being of trivial Moment to the Heavenly 
Manſions; it ſeems a good Conſequent, That if yet parti- 


(b) 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. (o) Deut. 32. 8. Acts 17. 26. (d) ch. 2. 
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Thoſe glorious Places were not prepared for Believers inde- 


the Mother of Zebedee's Children; To ſit on my right Hand, fi 


ces were not nom to be diſpoſed of; it was determined who 
te World (/). The Scope of this Anſwer was not to ſhew, 


definitely ; (for theſe were Believers who made Requelt for 
them) but that they were appointed for certain particular 


that Election is Perſonal and from Eternety. 


and Mediator, as well as the Old; That Righteouſneſs and 


'The Benefits which the Ele& were choſen unto, they are 
made Partakers of by their Uunion with Chriſt : He is the | 
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cular Nations were fore-appointed for particular Provinces 
on Earth; much more ſhould particular Perſons be delign'd 
for thole particular Manſions in Heaven : And, if either 
were appointed firſt ; it mult be the Perſons : For, the Hab. 
bath was made for Man, and not Man jor the Sabbath. Hea- 
ven was made at the Beginning of the World ; but Election 
was before. 24 

Ihe Domeſticks of God's Houſe, or Place of Glory, are a 
ſacred State or Order of Kings and Prieſts; and each Indi- 
vidual Perſon hath his Place or Apartment ſet out for him. 


finitely ; but for certain determinate Perſons particularly : The 
Twelve Apoſtles ſhall have their 'T'welve 'I hrones, and each 
One his own. This is evident by our Saviour's Anſwer to 


and on my left, is not mine to give; but it ſhall be given to them 
for [ whom) it is prepared of my Father (e). If tor Believers 
zndefinitely, why not for theſe two Brethren, eſpecially ſince 
they firſt made Requeſt for them? The Truth is, thoſe Pla- 


ſhould have them, long before, even from the Foundation of 


that the Places requeſted for, were prepar'd for Believers in- 


Perſons, and they muſt have them. Much might be added, 
in Confirmation hereof : But, by theſe (I hope) it is clear, 


V. Election is in Chriſt: Or, The Elect were choſen in 
Chrisi. Ts „ owed io 


It was requiſite, the New Covenant ſhould have an Head 


Life might flow from him into all the Elect Seed, as Sin and Fi 
Death had done from Adam: In which reſpect, Chriſt and 
he are ſet forth as Parallels, in Romans 3. from ver. 12. to 21. 


Root in whom the Fulneſs dwells. Not only the Foundation | 


— 


(e) Matt b. 20. 23. (x ) Ch, 25. 34. 
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en which the Church is built; but the Rock which affords 
Ia the ſpiritual Materials of the heavenly Temple; even the 
cement that holds one Part to another, and the whole to 

himſelf : and this by virtue of the Decree. For, we are to 
J conſider, that there is a decretive Union before the actual; 
nd the one influenceth the other into being: And that as 

really, as the determined Death of Chriſt did the Salvation 
Jof thoſe who died before him. Though Chriſt be not the 
- cauſe of Election, yet he is the grand Means, by whom we 
. obtain the Bleſſedneſs we were choſen unto: By him it is, 


and we ſhall find, that the Epiſtles generally, when they 
peak of the great Things relating to Salvation, do {till bring 
in Chriſt as the Perſon przxcipally concern'd about it. Sal- 
Ration (indeed) is a Gift, it is perfectly free; yet not to be 
had, but in Chriſt : It comes upon us thro his Righteouſneſs : 
As by cne's Diſcbedience many were made Sinners; ſo by the 

Righreou neſs of one (by Means of their Oneneſs with bim) 
al many be made Righteous, Rom. 5. 18, 19. Mankind (by 
their Apoſtacy in Adam) had deltroy'd in themſelves the 
whole of that Principle, which would have led them to 


„Cod, as their Life and Bleſſedneſs: And had (withal) con- 
1- Etracted ſuch an znmity againſt him, and Repugnancy to all 
Ir ROvertures for turning to him; (and this Gulph was ſo 


r fixed) as woul i for ever have kept God and us aſunder, had 
1, Tot that bleſſed Project of Chu/img in Chriſt been ſet on foot 
r, Ito diſſolve it. It could not be done by any created Power; 

nor could Creatures ſo much as propound a Way for it: And 


f they could, who durſt ſo harden himſelf, as to mention 


in che Thing, which only could do it! But the Great God 


| Ibleſſed for ever, he finds out a Way for it: And the ſame 


Love that ordain'd to eternal Life, would alſo put it in ſuch 
Way, as ſhould ſurely take effect. And to this End, (viz. 
hat thoſe ordain'd to Salvation, might be both rightfully en- 
titled thereto, and ſucceſsfully brought into it) they were put 


left beſides were given to him, as younger Brethren, to be 


een too weak: He is both the Means and Center, by whom, 
ot „„ and 


that wwe have acceſs into that Grace voher ein we ſtand, Rom. 5.2. 


„ 
Eo en one ©0000” oh ITS 2 * * 3 * 


nto Chriſt by Election: He was the chief and eminent Elect 
Jne ; the Firſt born and Prince of the Family; and all the 


aintained upon his Inheritance. It is plaih to him that 
eads, that the whole of Salvation was laid upon Chriſt ; that 
we bears up the Pillars of it, and that all Shoulders elſe had 


. 
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Bleſſings to us: For, zow nothing can come at 1s, but a 
coming thro' him - And whatever ſo comes, is tincturedb 
it is, that the Thing we were c 


Arg. I. That by bringing in Man's Reſtoration this Way 


but bring them into a better Eſtate than that they had loſt: 


and he hath accordingly done it. In which Method of 


cannot with any Heartineſs ſubmit to the Other. Hence 
ſome (in their too bold Arguings againſt Election) have al 
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and in whom, God will have all Things gathered togetheffi 
in one. He was made God with 26, that we might be mad; 
One in God; as appears by the Scope of his Prayer in the 
17th of John. In him the Father is well-pleaſed; and out o 
him there is nothing pleaſing to God, or eternally good for 
Men: We are therefore {aid to be choſen in him (g), to be 
called in him (), to be created in him (i), to be preſerved; 
him (e); and in him to be þ/eſſed with all ſpiritual Ble 
fings (. Bleſſings in themſelves would not be ſo to us, ic 
not in Chriſt ; and being in him, all things are turned int 


his divine Excellence, and made . apo to us: And here 
olen unto, is eectually anè 
infallibly provided for. There be divers good Reaſons and} 
Ends for God's chuſing the Elect in Chriſt. As, 
he might (as it were) baffle his great Adverſary, and out 
ſhoot him in his own Bow: And it well became the Wiſdon 
and Grace of God, thus to do. The Devil thought, by poiſon 
ing the Root, to vitiate and ruin the whole Stock and Pro 
gen), and he fail'd not of his Deſign. The Lord would 
therefore retrieve that Ruin, by putting his Elect into an 
Head uncapable of Degeneracy ; and not only recover them 


He would ſet up a Man that ſhould be too hard for the De 
vil, and be able both to deſtroy him, and diſſolve his H/orks 


Man's Recovery is a great Anſwerableneſs to the Method 
of his Ruin: And it is a Thing the Lord would have ustq 
mind, as appears by the Parallel before- mentioned, Rom.; 
12, —21, 5 : 3 

Arg. II. That by ſhewing us his Righteouſneſs in the Wa) 
and Manner of our Recovery, we might the more readily 
ſubſcribe to his Righteouſneſs in the Imputation of Adam's 
din: For, without a Sight and Knowledge of the One, wel 


K 
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(8) Epb. . 4. ( PII 3. 14. (i) Eph, 2. 10. (k) Jude 
ver. 2. (I) Epb. 1. 4. e nl | 
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ized, That what Adam did was without their Conſent : But 


il they abide by this Allegation ? In the Matter of Achan, 
Mb ngle Perſon ſtood in the Place of the whole Nation; and 


ot that confident People the Hardineſs to plead, that A- 
uns Act concern'd not them; they did not conſent to it? 
ut let them take heed, leſt while they hus excuſe them- 
ves from Adam's Sin, they do not by Parity of Reaſon, 
clude themſelves from the Righteouſneſs of Chri# ; ſince 
he 12 7 up of the ſecond Adam, was as much without 
Meir Conſent, as the Firſt. 1 
n he undertook for Sinners could not have avail'd them. As 
{dam's din could not have been ours, if not in him; ſo neither 
nde Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, if not in him. Divine Juſtice 
ould not have puniſh'd him for us, nor abſolved us thro? 
im; we could not have been juſtify'd and reconciled by the 
wood of his Croſs, had not he ſuſtained our Perſons, and 
food in our ſtead: Another's Act cannot be mine, either in 
profit or Loſs, if there be not a legal Oneneſs between us. 


Wd. The Lump was ſanctified in the firſt Fruits; and ſo is the 
church in Chriſt (n). The wild Olive Nature could not, be 
uppreſt and changed, but by grafting into the true (2). A 


Head ; and as impoſſible it is to be-borz again, without a like 
elative Union to Chriſt as our ſpiritual Head. There's no 
being a New Creature but by being in Chriſt : They that are 


im (o). The Branch muſt be in 
an be deriv'd into it: He that ſanctifieth, and they that are 
Janct ified, muſt be one. There mult be a Contact, (a Touch- 
Ming of him) before this Virtue can come from him: For, the 
Promiſes being all made to Chriſt, (y) cannot deſcend to us, 
but as being in him; *tis That makes us Heirs of Promiſe : 
'eQThe Holy Ghoſt, in whom all Promiſes are virtually contain- 
eied, is /hed per us thro” Jeſus Chris? (4). . 
A.. V. 


* EDS 


Y (m7) x Cor. 1. 2. (a) Rom. 11. 1617. (o) 1 Cor, & 17. 
g 2 Cor. 5. 17. (Pp) Gal. 3. 16. (g Tit. 3. 10. 
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on the Treſpaſs of one, Wrath came upon ad: Yet had 


Arg. III. If the Elect had not been in Chriſt, the Satisfacti- 


ee a A r 


Arg. IV. If not in Chriſt, we could not have been ſanctifi- 
lan cannot be naturally born, but from Adam, as his natural 


Joined unto the Ford, (and they one) Et one Spirit with 
he Vine, before its Saß 


aſtly, By this chuſing in Chriſt, Salvation itſelf 
is invincibly ſecur'd; and could not otherwiſe. The Firſt 


Adam 5 
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Adam had but a conditional Life; it depended on his Own 
perſonal Obedience, and therefore ſubject to loſing: And 
had he kept it, he could have derived to us but the ſame 
that himſelf had; which {till muſt have been a mutable 
State: (For, this Adam, while a publick Perſon, and 3 
ſuch, could not be ſaid to be in Chriſt ; If he had, he ſhould 
not have fell) But the ſecond Adam hath Life in himſelf (r), 
and that abſolutely : He is the Prince of Life (s), and Im. 
lantation into him, inſpires his Branches with his own 
Life. And the Law of that Spirit of Life in him, makes fes 
from the Law of Sin and Death (t). He that thus hath the 
Son, hath Liſe (u), and ſhall have it more abundantly (x) 


Becauſe he lives, they ſhall Iive alſo 09. It is a Bottom that | 
7 


cannot miſcarry: As they are ſancti | 
in him they are preſerved (2). To this End, It pleaſed the 
Father, that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell (a); and to put 
thoſe he would ſave into him as their Head; that being in- 
ceſſantly influenced from an immortal Root, they might ef- 
ſectually be kept from withering and falling off; and grow 


fied in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo 


up to that State and Glory they were deſign'd for by Election. 


This is the Grand Record, and Ground of our Safety, That 


God hath given to us Eternal Life ; and this Life is in hi | 


. 72 5 . 
Having gone theſe Steps towards the Compaſs and Ex- 
tent of Election; it concerns us to know, where this broad 
River hath its Head; What Rock it is, that this immenſe 
Fabrick is built upon; leſt we give the Honour of it to ano- 
ther; or indanger ourſelves by ſettling on a wrong Foun- 
dation: To ſhew which is the Scope of the laſt Particalar 
under this general Head : viz. „ 


VI. That Election is founded upon Grace; Or, The 


good Pleaſure of God*s Will, is the only original Cauſe 


and Motive of Election. 


Election is a Promotion that cometh neither from the 
EFaſt, nor from the Weſt, or South, but from God; Who 


(r) John 5. 26. (5) A853. 15. (t) Rom. 8. 2 (u) 1 0h 
. 12. (x) John 10. 10. (Y) CF. 14. 19. (2) Jude ver. 1. 
La) Col. 1. 19. (b) i Jobn 5. 11. CIs 


a3 


s he puts down one, and ſets up another; ſo ſome he chu- 
th, and others he paſſes by, as ſeemeth him good; and 
none can {ay to him, What doeſt thou? Or, Why haſt thou 
made me thus? For Election, as it always ſuppoſeth a greater 


Power in him that chuſeth, to chuſe whom he will, with- 
out giving Account to any for what he doth. But the 
Ground or Motive of Divine Election is very different from 
the Manner of Men : For they commonly pitch upon things 
for ſome natural Aptneſs of them for their Works; they 
will not take a knotty, croſs-grain'd, or Wind- haken Piece 
of Timber, to make a Pillar of State: But the Lord pitches 


ö upon ſuch, (and ſuch to chuſe) the poor, baſe, weak, fooliſh 
+ WThings of the World; the worſt of Men, and Chief of Sin- 
Joes: The Inſtances of Paul, Manaſſeh, Mary Magdalen, 
„and others, make it evident: And of theſe he is pleaſed to 
- Wnake lively Images of his Son, and Pillars for the Houſe 


of God, (Columns of State indeed!) whereon to write his 
own Name ; to manifeſt thereby his Soveraignty, Holineſs, 
 E Wiſdom, Power, Righteouſneſs, and Free Grace to Eternity. 
BY. The Lord's Way and Method in bringing his Sons to 
Glory, is the beſt Demonſtration of the right Order of 


as Cauſes and Effects, one of another, yet if obſerv'd in 


their Order, they will ſtill lead us up to the good Pleaſure of 


Cod, as firſt and ſupreme, and perfectly) Independent. And 


this I term the only original Cauſe of Election, to ſhut out 


all Works and Worthineſs of Men, from being any Way 
Cauſal, Influential, or Motive thereto ; and ſo from ſharing 


in the Glory of God's Grace, which he is very jealous of, 
and will not impart to any. The New Teftament-Current 


urs evidently this Way, making the whole of Salvation, 
both Means and End, to depend expreſly on the Divine 
Will. I is your Fathers | good Pleaſure} to give you the King- 
dom (c) : Thou haſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe, aud re- 


vealed them to Babes; For | ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight | (d) 
A Remnant according to the Election of | Grace] e,, Prede- 
ftinate to the Adoption of Children, according to the | good Plea- 
ſue of his Iil] (J). Redemption alſo, and Forgiveneſs of 


122 


— —— 
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(c) Luk: 11. 32. (d) Cb. 10. 21. (e) Rom. 11. 5. (f) Eph. 1.5. 
= _ 8 dine, 
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Number out of which the Choice is made, ſo an arbitrary © 


T Cauſes : For tho” there be a Concurrence of many Things, 


j 
? 
2 


* . ³ m e ˙ A ˙ w ang. odi.a—_ 
7 » 


OO TOI. ĩð AI Vs — 


touching the Ground of God's Love to the People « 


loved them, becauſe he loved them (E). And, which is ji 


tion: And their Grants are reputed. the more authentick 


ſbeweth Mercy (n): And indeed, his own meer Motion wa 
both a nobler and firmer Conſideration, than any Deſert on 
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Sint, according to the Riches of | his Grace] (g), (the ſnl 
Grace that elected :) The aff ©: RHOWnN xa 2 175 
Will: This alſo is according to that | his good Pleaſure) wig 
he had purpoſed in himſelf 7h). Yea, alf the Operations 
God, ings J us, upon us, or by us, they All have thei 
Riſe from the ſame Spring, and are carried by the ſame Rule, 
He worketh all things after the Counſel of | his own Will] (0 
And for the Old Teſtament, you have it fufficiently exen; 
plified there in the Inſtances before given, and eſpecialy 


Iſrael ; (who, in that reſpect, were the Archtype of the 
Spiritual Election) viz. That his own good Pleaſure was the 
only Cauſe of his chufing them above other Nations; He 


more, the Election of Chriſt himſelf was of Grace : It pl 
fed. the Father, that in him (the Man Jeſus) ſhould all He 
eſs dwell, Col. 1. 19, 7 
And good Reaſons there are, why Election ſhould be 
founded upon Grace; and why it could not, with reſpe 
either to God's Glory, or the Ele&'s Security, be founded 
otherwiſe. And, 5 1 „ 
Arg. I. Is from the Soveraignty of God; whoſe Will being 
the Supreme Law admits not a Co- ordinacy, much leſs willi 
ſand with Soveraign.Power to be regulated by the Will df 
another. That would be a Contradiction to Soveraignty; 
for that which regulates muſt be ſuperiour to that which i 
regulated by it. Soveraign Princes (to ſhew their Prerogz 
tive) affirm their Acts of Grace to be o their own meer M. 


being ſo expreſt. The like we find in Scripture frequent) 
aſcribed to God; that He will have Mercy on whom he wil 
have Mercy (I); that He worketh all things, (not by Motive 
from without, but) after the Counſel of his own Will (m); 
that I is not of Men's Willing or Running; but of God uh 


the Creature's Part. When the World had been drown' 
for their obdurate Impenitency, the few that remain'd wereſſot 


1 _—_ >. . * — 
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(8) Epb. Peg. A, ch) Ver. 9. (i) Fer. 11. (k) Deut 7 8. andg 4 
and 10. 15. (I) Rom. 9. 18. (m) Erb. 1. 11. (n) Rom. 9. 16. 
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Js bad as before; and thoſe that ſhould come after, the 
Lord foreſaw would be the ſame. One would think, now, 
the natural Reſult of this Experiment ſhould be, 7 will ut- 
en cut them off, and be troubled with them no more: But the 
is Thoughts are not our Thoughts; he argues and con- 
dudes in another Mode; I will not again any more curſe the 
ound for Man's ſake. And he is pleaſed to give the ſame 
Reaſon here why he will nat, as before why he would; as 
is ſeen by comparing Gen. 6. 5, and 7. with Chap. 8. 21. 
ee alſo the Inſtance of God's dealing with Ephraim; he was 
yot h with him, and ſmote him; and Ephraim fo far from 
fegen that he went on frowardly ; (i. e. ſtubbornly, as 
reſolved in his Courſe) I hid me (ſays the Lord) and was 
wrcth (o) This, one would think, if Ephraim had in him 
but a 1 rc of Ingenuity, or Love to himſelf, ſhould have 
moved him to alter his Courſe : But what cares Ephraim! 
He ſtill kept the ſame Way; and it was the Way of his 
Heart; not an incenſiderate Pet, or ſudden Temptation, but 
natural and fixed : All which the Lord ſees and conſiders, 
and having laid all together, reſolves to heal him, and ve- 
ore Comforts to him (p). On the other Hand, Thoſe good 
Souls who feared the Lord, and obeyed the Voice of his Servants, 
they yet walked in Darkneſs, and had no Light (q). Ye may 
te ſure, they would gladly have underſtood their Condition, 
(namely, that they were ſuch as feared the Lord :) Their 
Mil could not be wanting to a thing ſo greatly importing 
their Comfort; nor were they Idle in ſeeking for it; they 
walked, though in the Dark, but could not walk themſelves 
wt of it; they are ſtill as they were, they had no Light. 
By theſe different Examples it is evident that the Soverargnty 
of, Ged {till keeps the Throne, and his Diſpenſements of 
Mercy, whether in Purpoſe or in Act, are not governed by 
Wine Mills of Men: They are things too low to be Coun- 
Wicllors to God. And if it be thus in things of a lower Con- 
cernment, much more in that great Buſineſs of Eternal E- 
lection; which is the ſublimeſt Act of Soveraign Power: 
tor Nyu-Election is not a Puniſhment, but the withholding 
of a free Favour, which God, as Soveraign Lord, may juſt- 
ly deny to one Sinner, while he gives it to another. And 
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without which they could not be ſaved: Seemingly willing 
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yet this hinders not, but that every Man, at laſt, ſhall be 
judged according to his Works. 


Arg. II. Election muſt be founded only upon Grace, b. 
cauſe Grace and Works are inconſiſtent in the Cauſe of Hal 
vation. The Scripture is very cautelous of admitting ay 
thing as a Concomitant with Grace in this Matter ; yea 1 
though it be a thing that doth alway accompany Grace, and 


that without which a Man cannot be ſaved. The Apoſile 


puts them in Oppoſition, and is very intent on the Argu- 
ment, as a thing of great Moment, in Romans 11. Where 
firſt he ſhews, That amidſt that general Defection of the 
Jewiſh Nation, there {till was a Remnant whom God had 


 Teſerv'd; theſe he terms, The Foreknown, Ver. 2. and in the 


7th Verſe he calls them plainly, The Election: And then, 
leſt any ſhould aſcribe it to a falſe Cauſe (as in that parallel 
Caſe he reſembles it to,) viz. That they had not b:;wed the 
Knee to Baal, but ſtuck to the true Religion when others 
fell off; he tells us, No; their Election was founded upon 
Grace: And as for Works, they had no Place in the Cauſaliy 
of it. By Grace, he means the free Favour of God, whois 


not moved by any thing without himſelf; but what he does 


he does freely, without reſpect to Men's Deſert : Nay, their 


Dudeſert rather, is an expedient Conſideration in this Act of | 
Grace. By Works, I underſtand all that Self-Righteouſneſs, 


Goodneſs, Conformity to the Law, or whatever elſe is per- 


as inconſiſtent as Contraries can be; and that the leaſt Mix- 
ture would vary the Kind: If but a Scruple of Works be ta- 
ken in, Grace is no more Grace; for, to him that worketh, 1s 


the Reward not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt, Rom. 4. 4. 
Grace and Faith are well agreed ; theſe both have the ſame | 
Scope and End. But Grace and Works have always claſh'd: 


The ſetting up of the one, is the depoſing of the other: Ei 


ther the Ark muſt ont, or Dagon down; one Temple can- 
not hold them both. To the ſame Effect is the Drift of 


that Diſcourſe in Gal. 5. It appears from Acts 15. 1. that 
ſome there were who taught a Neceſſity of Circumciſion; 3s 


they were to admit of Chriſt, ſo they might joyn Circum- 
ciſion with bim, and keeping the Law of Moſes : But this 
dangerous daubing with things unmixable, our holy Apoſde 
could not brook ; both as reflecting on the Honour N 

| „ ane 
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formable by Men. Theſe (viz. Grace and IVurks) he prove ſl 
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Maſter, and undermining their ozly Foundation; and there- 
fore to keep them from, or bring them oft that perilous Quick- 
| Sand, he tells them expreſly, theſe two cannot ſtand together 
in that Matter: For if they be circumciſed, they are Debtors 
to the whole Law, and Chriſt is become of none eſfect to them, 
becauſe they are fallen from Grace. It is as ine had ſaid, If 
you take in any Part (tho? never ſo little) of legal Obſer- 
vances, as 272 to your being juſtified, ye forfeit the 
whole Benefit of Goſpel-Grace : The Grace of Chriſt is ſuf- 
- ficient for you; he is a Saviour compleat in himſelf; and if 
you look (tho' but aſquint) at any thing elſe, it is a re- 
nouncing of him : He will be a Saviour altogether, or not 
at all; and therefore he tells them again, and that with a 
kind of Vehemency, T hat zf they be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall 
profit them nothing, Gal. 5. 2. ) 
And as a Man may not put in his Claim for . 
on Account of his Works, ſo neither of his Faith, as if that 
were materially, or meritoriouſiy Cauſal of Juſtification : For 
Faith itſelf, as it is the Believer's Act, comes under the No- 
tion of a Work. Let us therefore conſider what Part it is 
that Faith holds in this Matter; leſt while we caſt out Works, 
as not ſtanding with Grace, we make a Work of Faith. 
It is Faith's Office to make the Soul live wholly on the 
Power and Grace of another; which is to renounce Self- 
ability, as much as Self-defert : To apprehend that Righte- 
oulneſs by which Grace juſtifies; not only to be juſtified 
thereby upon our Believing, but to work in us even that 
Faith by which we apprehend it (s). He that will be ſaved, 
muſt come, not only as an ungodly Perſon, but as a Man 
without Strength (t); and as ſuch (in himſelf) he muſt 
come to be juſtified freely by the Grace of God (). For 
in him (only) can he . Strength to believe, even as 
Righteouſneſs upon his believing (x) : He muſt reckon him- 
{elf an ungodly Man, to the very Inſtant of his Juſtifica- 
tion. The Juſt, indeed, ſhall live by Faith; but it is not 
his own Faith, or: Act of Believing, that he lives by, tho? 
not without it; which alſo ſeems to be the Apoſtle's Mean- 
ing, where he ſays, The Life that I now live, I live by the 
Faith of the Son of God: And I live, yet not I, but Chriſt 


* 
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(8) Rom. 5. 2. (t) Ch, 5.6. (u) Ch. 3. 24. (x) 1/a.45, 24. 
F liveth 
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liveth in me (). Where Note, That as Faith is the Life 


of a Believer, ſo Chriſt is the Life of his Faith; and he lives 
on Chriſt, by Virtue of Chriſt's living in him. 


Notwithſtanding all which, it is evidently true, and muſt 


conſtantly be affirm'd, that Grace and H/orks will {till be to- 
gether in the Way of Salvation ; (the one doth not extin- 
guiſh or exclude the other) only not as Collegues or Joynt- 
Cauſers thereof; but rather as a Horłman aidkis Tools which 


himſelf firſt makes, and then works with them. By Grace | 
ye are ſaved through Faith ; and that not of your ſelves, it is | 
the Gift of God (z). Even this believing or acting Faculty | 
is a Creature of Grace's raiſing up; and therefore, in the 
_ Throne tis meet that Grace ſhould be above it. Works (theres | 
fore) how good ſoever, are not the Cauſe of Salvation; and 
if ſo, then not the Cauſe of Election; for this (indeed) is 
the Cauſe of them both. And Works, if right and truly | 
good, will always be ready to own their Original, and to 
keep in their own Place; where alſo they will be moſt con- | 


| fiderable, and do the beſt Service. 


Arg. III. That Election has no other Foundation but the | 
good Pleaſure of God's Will, is further argued from Men's | 
- {ucapacity to afford any Ground or Motive to God, for fuch | 
a Gift. Adam ſtood not ſo long as to beget a Son in his firſt | 
Image: It js ſeen by his Firſt-born Cain, what all his natural | 
Seed would naturally be. And tho' ſome do preſume to | 
magnifie Man, and to ſpeak of him at another Rate; yet 
evident it is by Scripture-light, and the Experience of thoſe | 
' renewed, that Man fallen is poor, blind, naked, and at En- 
mity with all that is truly good ; and that he is never more | 
diſtant from God and his own Happineſs, than while in high | 
Thoughts of himſelf, glorying in his own Underſtanding, | 
Strength, Worthineſs, Freedom of Will, Improvement of | 


Common Grace, and the like : For theſe make him proud 


and preſumptuous, and to have ſlight Thoughts of that ſpe- | 
cial and peculiar Grace, by which he muſt (if ever) be re- | 
newed and ſaved. But the Lord himſelf (who beſt knows. 
him) reports the Matter quite otherwiſe ; (and we know 

that his Witneſs is true) viz. That all the Imaginations of | 
their Heart are only evil continually (a): That their inward 
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(y) Gal. 2, 20. (2) Epb. 2. 18. (a) Gen, 6. 5. 
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Part is wery Wickedneſs (b) : That every Man is brutiſb in 
his Knowledge ; altogether brutijh and fooliſh ; yea, even their 
Paſtors (c), that is, the very belt and moſt intelligent a- 
mong them: That heir Hearts are full of Mache, (d) : 
Mie to do evil, but to do good have no Underſtanding, &c. 60. 
And it was not thus only with the Gentile Nations, who 
were left to walk in their own Way; but even with the 
Jugs /who had all the Means of becoming better that'could 

e deviſed (7), (excepting that of ſpecial Electing Grace, 
which took in but a Remnant) : They were called Jews, 
reſted in the Law, made their boaſt of God, knew his Will, 
approved the T hings that were excellent, were confident that 
they were a Guide of the Blind, and a Light to them that were 
in Darkneſs, Inſtruftors of the Fooliſh,, Teachers of Babes (g). 
And yet all this while, and in the midſt of all theſe high 
Attainments, did not teach themſelves : And where they 
are ranked together, he proves them to be All under Sin, 
none Righteons, none that underſtandeth; none that ſecketh af- 
ter God, none that doeth good, | no not one] (h). Yea, this 
Depravement of Nature was ſo deep and indelibly fixed, that 
J the Lord himſelf tells them, The Blackmoor might as ſoon 
ange his Skin, as they learn to do well (i). All which, with 
F abundantly more, beſpeaks a Condition extreamly remote 
ſrom yielding a Cauſe or Motive for this bleſſed Election. 
A. IV. If God's Love to Men had its Riſe from their 
Love to him, it would not have that ſingular Eminency in 
It, that is juſtly aſcrib'd to it: | God ſo loved the World! | (e). 
J, as not to be expreſt; So, as not to be parallel'd; So, as 
not to be underſtood, until we come to that State wherein 
Ive ſhall know as we are known ; nor then neither fully, be- 
Jauſe it is Infinite. By this it is that God's Love to Men is 
b highly celebrated: ¶ Herein] is Love; Not that we loved 
bod, but that God loved us (I). And, Behold what manner 
F Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us (m)? Which ſure- 
then is not after the manner of Men; for even Publicans 
o ſo (Y); and Sinners love thoſe that love them (o): But 
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(b) Pſalm 5. 9. (c) Fer. 10. 8. 14. 21. (d) Eccleſ. 9. 3. 
e) Jer. 4. 22, (f) Iſa. 5. 4. (g) Rom. 2. 7, to 21. ch) ch. 
10, to 18. (i) Fer. 13. 23. (k) Jobn 3. 16. (I) 1 John 
10. (m) Ch. 3. 1. (n) Mat. 5. 46. (o) Luke 6. 32. 
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to love Enemies, and while Enemies; (as to love a Wife that 
is. an- Adultereſs; and ſo to love her, as to win her Heart 
back ayain) this is God's Love to his Choſen. N 

But, notwithſtanding theſe Scriptures (with many others) 
ſeem purpoſely written to obviate ſuch Conceptions as would 
feign our loving of God to be the Ground and Motive of his 
Love to us; yet, great Endeavours there are to father Elec- 
tion upon foreſeen Faith and Works; which that they call 
the Covenant of Grace, has (they ſay) qualified and capa- 
citated all Men for; and which certain more Pliant, ingenu- 
otis and u¹trious Perſons (as they ſpeak) would attain un- 
to, by the Helps they have in common with other Men: 
But this Pedigree of Election is excepted againſt, as being 
nol FIguey Tenuced.: For, 1. Men having (in Adam) de- 
veſted themſelves of all that was holy and good, the Lord, 


: 


couple not foreſee in them any thing of Worth or Defirable- 
neſs, but what himſelf ſhould work in them azew, and that 
of pure Grace and Favour; for Sin and Deformity could not 
be. Motives of Love. And that the Ele& (of themſelves) 
were in no wile better than other Men, is evident by the 
Scriptures.late quoted; where the Holy Ghoſt aſſerting the 
univerſal Depravement of Humane Nature, exempts not 
ene, But if ſuch excellent and diſtinguiſhing Qualihcations 
as Faith and Holineſs. had been foreſeen, {ang o imputable 
to them) the Spirit of Truth would not have rank'd them 
even with the Children of Math (p), as he doth. But, 2. If 
they were otherwiſe, what could they add unto God? Or 
whereby could they oblige him? He reſpefteth not any that 
are wiſe in Heart (q). If thou be Righteous, what giveſt thou 
him (r)? And, Who hath prevented me (ſays the Lord) that I 
ſhould repay him (g)? (i. e.) Who is he that is beforehand with 
God, in doing ought that might induce his Favour? He re- 
gardeth not Perſons, nor taketh Rewards (t) . He is not propi- 
tious to any for what they can do for him, or bring to him. 
Take Paul for an Inſtance : He walked up to the Light he 
had; Was blameleſs; lived in all good Cnnſcience; knew 
no evil by himſelf (a rare Degree of legal Righteouſnels ) 
But that it was not this moved God to make him a Choſen - 


— 
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(p) Eph. 2. 3. (q) Job 37. 24. (1) Ch, 28 (s) Ch. 41. 11. 
(t) Deut. 10. 17. EN e 
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Vel, he thankfully acknowledgetli, with Self abaſement, 


upon every Occaſion (2). 3. Faith follows Election: God 


reſpects the Perſon before his Offering. But was not Abel 
reſpected as a Believer, and his Offering for his Faith? Yea, 


but that Faith of his was not the primary Cauſe of God's re- 


ſpecting him. If Abel's Perſon had not been re ſpected firſt, 
Abel had never been a Believer : For, Faith is the Work and 
Gift of God; and 11 1 gy to the Courſe of all Judicious 
Agents) he that will work, mult firſt pitch on the Subject 
he will work upon; and he that gives, on the Perſon he will 


give unto. Beſides, Abel could do nothing before he believ'd, 
that might move God to give him Faith; for, till then he 


was in the Fleſh, and they that are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe 


God (x) : Therefore it could not be Abel's foreſeen Faith that 


oft of Iron-· ſinew d Necks, and Brazen Brows; andbf Men's 


was the Oo of God's reſpecting him. The Scripture ſpeaks 


being in their Blood, when the Lord ſaid, They ſhould liver AS 


thing; and that the Saints love God becauſe he loved them 
firſt : But no where of foreſeen Faith and Holineſs, as the 
Cauſe and Ground of God's Love to Men. 4. Faith and 
Holineſs are Middle things: They are neither the Founda- 
tion nor Top- ſtone of Election. They are to ſoveraign Grace, 


as Stalks and Branches are to a Root; by which the Root 


conveys its Virtues into its principal Fruit. Epheſ. 2. 8. By 
Grace ye are ſaved ſ through] Faith. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. Choſen #0 
Salvation| through | Sanct fication of the Spirit, and Belief of-the 
Truth. They are no more the Cauſe of Election, than'the 


Means of an End are the firſt Cauſe of Purpoſing that End: 


Nay, no more than Tatnai's Propenſion (or Averſion rather) 


do build the Temple, and to provide Sacrifices for the God 


of Heaven, was the Cauſe of Darius his Decree, that thoſe 
Things ſhould be done, and that by him (4). - 5. If Men bs 
predeſtinate to Faith and Holineſs, (as they are (z), then 


they were not feen to be ſo qualified, before their Predeſti- 


nation : Or if they were, then thejr Election (as to that Pars 


alſo, that God loved Jacoh before he had done any good 


ticular) would ſeem impertinent. There can no rational Ac- 


J. 8, 0 1 Ni 1. 7. 
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count be given, why Men foreſeen to be ſuch, ſhould be ſo 


{olemnly predeſtinate thereto. Beſides, if Salvation be the in- 
| ſeparable Product of Faith and Holineſs, according to John 
5. 24. He that believeth| hath] everlaſting Life, and ¶ ball nut] 
come into Condemnation : I Pet. 1. 9. Recervirg the End of your 
Faith, the Salvation of hour Souls: Then to ordain to Salva- 
tion thoſe foreſeen to be ſo qualified, would ſeem a Thing 
both needleſs and inſignificant : It would look like the ſend- 
1ng of Men where NA 


worthy that celebrious and ever adorable Act of Predeſtina- 

tion: And if duly weighed, would ſet us further off from 
the Doctrine of Self-advancement, which ſtands in point- 
blank Oppoſition to the Doctrine of God's Grace. 


Arg. V. It could not ſtand with the Wiſdom and Good- | 
neſs of God, to found the Salvation of his People on a falli- | 
ble Bottom: which it would certainly be, if dependent on 


any thing beſides his own immutable Will. For, whatever 


it was that Election had Being from, by that alſo it mult be 
maintain'ꝰd: What then would become of it, if built on that 
Goodneſs which is as the Morning Cloud and early Dew (a)? 
The Creature's Will, even in a State of Perfection, was too 
flight and fickle a thing to build this eternal Weight upon: 
And if Man at his beſt Eſtate was Vanity, how much more 
afterwards, when ſo ſtrong a Bent to Vanity came upon his | 


Will? 


two, which ſome have urg'd from Scripture: As, 


— 


* a. * * TE —_ * tn. 


(3a) Hoſ. 6. 44 (b) Eph 1. 6. and 2. 7. (c) 1 Cor. 1. 29. 


(8) Kom. 11. 6, 


ey would have gone of themſelves, | 
Such ſapleſs, irregular and injudicious Notions are very un- 


| Arg. VI. To derive Election from any Root beſides the | 
' good Pleaſure Cod, is to fruſtrate the principal End of Man's | 
' Salvation; viz. The Glory of God's Grace (b). This Attribute | 
(of all the reſi) he will not have eclipſed, nor intrenched | 
upon: *Tis ſo divinely ſacred, as not to admit the leaſt hu- | 
mane Touch: hor which very Cauſe, the Lord hath ſo con- 
trived that bleſled Deſign and Plot of his Glory, that all 
Boaſting is excluded; and no fleſh ſhall glory in his Preſence 2 | 
But, if any thing in the Creature be entitled to the Cauſality | 
of Election, Fleſh will glory; and inſtead of excluding 
Man's Boaſting, Grace it ſelf will be excluded (d): which is | 
far from a Glorifying of it. I would here reſolve a Query or | 
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1. How | 
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and good Mill of God towards Men; who (*tis ſai 
have all to be ſaved? 1 Tim. 2.4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. 


Auſio. 1. If the Word [Al] be taken univerſally, it takes 


in Unbelievers as well as others; (which cannot be the Mean- 


ing:) Thereſore the literal Senſe of Words is not to be reſt- 
ed on, when the like Phraſe of Speech elſewhere uſed, or 
evident Scope of the ſame or other Scripture, agrees not to 

it: The Deſign and Current of the whole muſt guide the 
Conſtruction of particular Parts. 2. Tho? the Doctrine of 
general Love will not ſtand with that of ſpecial Election; yet 
the Doctrine of ſpecial Election will ſtand without That, 
and againſt it. For, there is nothing more plain, than that 
there is an Election of Men to Salvation; as alſo, that the 
genuine Import of Election, is, to chuſe Oue or more out of 


many: Which neceſſarily implies the leaving or not chuſing | 


of ſome ; and conſequently, the Nor- willing of Salvation to 
all, Univerſally. 3. The Will of God cannot be reſiſted ; 


becauſe with his willing the End, he wills alſo the Means; 


M 
eaſe | 


and thoſe ſuch as ſhall compaſs his End. Ja. 46. 10. 
Counſel ſhall ſtand, I will do all my Pleaſure, i. e. hat I pleaſe 
to will, that I will have done. 4. The Apoſtle is not here 
diſcourſing the Extent of God's ſpecial Love; whether all Men 
Univerſally are intereſted in it : But exhorting Believers to a 
general Duty, viz. To give thanks for Kings, and all in Au- 
thority ; becauſe of the Benefits we have by Government : 
And to pray for them; not only for their peaceable governing 
of us; but if otherwiſe, that God would turn their Hearts, 
and make them Nurſing Fathers to his Church: And to in- 
force the Duty, tells us, there is no Degree nor State of Men 


exempted from Salvation: God hath choſen ſome of every 


Sort; and therefore we ought not to ſhut any out of our 
Prayers. 5. The Word [All] is oft uſed, when but a Part, 


and ſometimes, the leſſer Part of the Thing ſpoken of, is 
intended by it: As on the contrary, when the Univerſality of 


the Subject is intended, it is expreſſed by Singulars. As, he 


that believeth ſhall be ſaved; and him that cometh unto 


me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. It ſometimes ſignifies all of 


ſuch a ſort : So Eve was ſaid to be the Mother of all living; 


not of All living Creatures, but all of ber own kind. It other 
T4 | times 


F4 


of Election. .. on 


1. How can this Doctrine ſtand with the [general] Love 
) wil. 
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times intends ſome of all ſorts; as where it is ſaid, All the Ml 
Cattle of Egypt died (e): And the Hail ſmote every Tree, Ml 
and every Herb (): And yet cther Cattle are mentioned af- t 
ter, and a Reſidue of Trees are ſaid to be eſcaped (g). So i 
here, God will have all Men to be ſaved : That is, ſome of 
every Sort and Degree, Gentiles as well as Fews ; Kings and 
Men in Authority, as well as thoſe of a meaner Rank: As 
is evident, by comparing the 1, 2, and 4 Ver. together. The 
ſame in Joel; I will pour out my Spirit upon all Flejh, (h)&c. 
'That is, upon ſome of every Age, Sex, and Degree, with- 
out Diſtinction; Young, Old, Maſters, Servants, Sons, 
Daughters, Cc. as it follows there. 6. To theſe Univerſal 
Terms do belong divers Reſtrictions, which muſt be gather- 
ed from the Scope and Context. As where the Goſpel is 
ſaid to be preached to every Creature under Heaven (i), and 
yet Men only are intended, and not all of them neither: 
For the Goſpel had reached but a ſmall Part of the World 
at that Time, and not th- whole of it yet. So Moſes is 
ſaid to have in every City them that preach him (e): It muſt 
be underſtood only of Cities where the Fews dwelt, and had 
| Synagogues ; which were but few in Compariſon. 'Thoſe 
'' alfo that were ſcatter'd abroad, went every where preaching 
] the Word (1), i. e. They baulked no Place, nor Perſon, but 
preached wherever they came: At firſt it was confined to 
the Jews, but now without Limit. Every Man ſhall have 
Praiſe of God (n): It can be meant only of good and faith- 
ful Servants; which are but a Remnant to the whole Piece. 
So God is ſaid to be the Father of All (n); and yet, Satan 
(e know) is the Father of the far greater Part of the World. 
And Chriſt is ſaid to reconcile All things (o); and yet, all 
the Angels muſt be exempted: The good Angels, becauſe 
they never were at Enmity; and the evil Ones, becauſe not 
reconcilable, Eph. 1. 10. That he might gather together in 
One, all things in Chriſt : This | All things] ſeems plainly 
to intend the Elect; for they are the Subject diſcourſed of 
in the whole Chapter: And in Matthew, thoſe gathered to- Wh 
gethe; are ſtiled the Elect (p). In Heb. 12. 8. All are ſaid to | 
(e) Exod. 9. 6. (f) Ver. 23. (g) Ver. 19. 25, and 10. 5. 
(h) Joe] 2. 28. (i) Col. 1. 23. (k) Ads 15.21. (1) Ads 8.4. 
(m) 1 Cor, 4. 5. (n) Epb. 4. 6. (o) Col. 1. 20. (p) Matth. 
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be Partakers of Chaſtiſement; and yet, Sons only can be in- 
tended: For Baſtards are not Partakers of it, as it follows 
there. John 6. 45. They ſhall be All taught of God: It re- 
ſpects only the Sons of the Church, (i. e. ſuch as are Elected) 
whole Iniquities are forgiven. them, and their Sins remem- 
ber d no more (%): It is the Tenour of the New Covenant, 
vhich is made with the Houſe of Jrael, that is, Fews in 
Spirit, or the Elect, Nation (r). And if theſe Terms Cniver- 
ſal [All and Every] are ſometimes applied to the Elect ex- 
cluſwe of others, why not as well in the Place whence the 
Oery is taken? I have inſtanced in theſe, to ſhew what 


Contradictory Notions would follow, ſhould the Vocal Sound _ 


of Words be adhered to: What a ſandy Foundation univer- 
ſal Election is built upon ; and how likely we are to loſe the 
Truth, while we liſten to an uncertain Sound; the Mean- 
ing whereof may yet be had from the Context, and general 
Current of Scripture. / 5 


2. H ow ſþ all this Kind of Election be reconciÞPd with Acts 10. 
34. That God is no Reſpetter of Perſons ? ; 


Anſw. 1. This ſhews the Inconvenience of minding the 
literal Senſe of Words above the Scope: The former Exception 
takesin All; and now this excludes All: For, if literally 
taken, God ſhould have Reſpect to none. 2. The Jews 
were an Elect Nation; and ſo, this Objection will lie againſt 
their Election as much as this we are upon. 3. The Scope 
of the Place plainly intends, that God reſpects no Man's 
Perſon, either leſs or more, for his outward Condition, or 
carnal Privileges. Till Then the Partition was up, and 
the Lord ſeemed only to regard the Jewiſh Nation, ſufter- 
ing All beſides, to walk in their own Ways (S). But now had 
God to the Gentiles alſo granted Repentance unto Liſe (t). You'll 
ay, perhaps, They were Fearers of God whom he thus ac- 
cepted ? True; but That was not it which firſtly induced 
his Acceptance, or entitled them to it; altho' it was their 
Inlet into it, and Evidence for it. If Men fear not God 'till he 
th put his Fear within them; then, their fearing him doth 


— 


(4) Fer. 31. 34. 7 Heb. 8. IO, "T0 (5) Ads 14. 16. 
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not precede his Reſpect towards them, but follows upon it; U 
And this is the Favour which he bears to his Choſer (u). But, 


in Heaven. 3. To convince thoſe without, that they, by our f 


. 


A Practical Diſcoarſe 


. If Men be ordain'd to Salvation abſolutely, What need ir 
f uſe is there of Good Works ? ai Vj 


__ Good Works have divers good Ules and Ends, and good 
Reaſons there are for God's ordaining them to be walked Iſl © 


in; without ſuppoſing our Walking in them, to be the I 


Ground, Condition, or Motive of our Election : As, 1. To ® 
teſtify our Love to God; of which we have no ſuch Evi- E 
dence, as the keeping of his Commandments (x). 2. To ſhew tl 
forth his Virtues whoſe Oftspring we profeſs our ſelves to 
be: Matt. 5. 45. That ye may be (i.e. that ye may appear and I ® 
approve yourſelves to be) the Children of your Father which 


good Converſation, may be won over, and learn to do well; 


or elle be compell'd to glorify God in the Day of Viſitation. þ 
4. For Encouragement and Example to weaker Chriſtians ; Il " 


who are yet Children in the good Ways of God, and are 1 
more aptly led by Example than Precept. 5. That by having { 


our Senles exerciſed about holy Things, we might become t 


more holy, and ſo, more capable of Communion with God lt * 
here, and meetened for our heavenly, Inheritance. 6. Good 


Works are a part of Election, and the Elect are as abſolutely I * 
ordained to them, as to Salvation itſelf (7. ) 
Objections I did not intend to Wadi with: But conſi- © 
dering that That which follows of this Kind, (tho done for l 
another Occaſion) may help to diſcover the Lightneſs of 
what is alledged againſt our Doctrine of Election, I have 
therefore inſerted it here; and hope it ſhall prove to its fur- 
ther Confirmation. HK Ne , 
Obj. There is uo Election, nor Decree of Election, of particu- 
lar Perfous as ſuch : but of the intire Species of Men from Eter- 
Anſu. Election is the chuſing of ſome from among others, b 
and it always ſuppoſeth a greater Number out of which the . 
Choice is made; and conſequently, the taking (or chuſing) 
of All is quite beſides the Notion of Election: The Scrip- i 
5 . e TEES I 


(4) pſalm 106. 4. (x) 2 John 6 (y John 15 16, 
| Lure 


e Eleffion. 79 
ture ſays, they are choſen [out] of the World (a), then the 
World is not choſen : (i. e.) 1 he intire Species of Men is 
not the Object of Election. | 


Obj. God hath not decreed from Eternity to elef any Perſon 


of Mankind upon any Terms, but that in caſe he liveth to Tears 


of Diſcretion he may poſſibly periſh. Is | 
Anſw. This is excepted againſt : 1, Becauſe the Perſon of 

Chriſt himſelf is not exempted. 2. Becauſe as poſſibly the 

Death of Chriſt might be in vain. 3. It makes the Decree 


and Election two things, and divers in reſpect of Time. That 


Election was from Eternity, is proved before (b) : And that 
the Elect ſhall not periſh, is abſolutely promiſed (c). 
Obj. Threatnings of Damnation are abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with a peremptory Decree to confer Salvation. 9 8 
Anſtw. No more than the Threatning of Death upon 
Adam, was inconſiſtent with God's Purpoſe to fend him a 
Saviour (d). That Caution alſo, That except the Mariners 
ftay'd in the Ship, they could not be ſaved, was well conſiſtent 


with that peremptory Promiſe, That there ſbould be no Loſs of 


any Man' Liſe (e). The Promile of Safety was abſolute ; but 
their actual obtainment of it was conditicnal: Yet fo, as that 
the Performance of the Condition on their Fart, was as cer- 


zain by the Decree, as Safety upon their Performance of it: 


For, he that determined the Safety of their Lives, deter- 
min'd alſo, that it ſhould be effected by their abiding in the 


Ship; and that this Caution, or Threatning of Danger, in 


caſe they went out, ſhould be a Means to prevail with them 
for that abiding ; and ſo it did. In like manner, that Saying 
of the Apoſtle, That if they lived after the Fleſh, they ſhould 
die (), was very conſiſtent with what he had ſaid before, 
(namely) That Sin ſhould not have Dominion over them (g); 
ind that Nothing ſhould ſeparate ti em from the Love of God 
(d). For, as the Lord deals with-reaſonable Creatures; ſo he 
makes uſe of rational Arguments, Motives, and Cautions to 
work upon them: Both End and Means and Inducements to 
the uſe of thoſe Means, were all determined together. 


* K . . ed x + 
N _—_ N 5 : K 4 e * 
7 90 — 


— 


— 1 


(a) John 16. 19. (b) Eph. 1. 4. (e) Jobn 16. 28. (d) Cen. 
(e) Acts 27. 22, 31. (f) Rom. 8. 13. 


2 17. with Ch, 3. 15. 
Ie) Rom. 16. 14. (bh) Ch. 8. 29. 
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Obj. s judge it a very ſenſeleſs part in a Father, t x; 
his C 504 2 Arat under Hd and Seal, that le 
make him his Heir againſt all p.ſjible Interveniences ; and ju 
preſently threaten him 4 he be not dutiful, to diſinherit him? 
Anſu. Undutiful Children may dare to judge thus of their 
Father's Actions: And Children (that otherwiſe are dutiſul 
and good, yet) while Children, may have childiſh Concep- 
tions of what their Elders do: But Men grown up, and 


| acquainted with their Father's Prudence and Goodnels, wil 


lay their Hands upon their Mouth. The Promiſe and Pur 


poſe of God to give Cancan to Abraham's Seed, was ſo abſo- 


lute, that, by the Objectors own Confeſſion, all their un- 
worthineſs could not deprive them of it: it is alſp as evident 


by their demeanour, and the Event at laſt: Yet, how often | 
does the Lord threaten to difinherit them? and to blot cut 


their Name from under Heaven (i)? Did Moſes, now, go and 


charge God fooliſhly? Did he tell him, *tis a ſenſeleſs part thus 


to threaten, after ſo abſolute an Engagement to the contrary? 


No, he puts the Lord in Mind of his Promiſe to their Fa- 


thers; of his Mercy in pardoning them afore-time ; what 
Reflection it would have on his Honour among the e 
ans, if he ſhould now deſtroy them, &c. Not a Wor 


2 % A * ———— 
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(i) Exod. 32. 10. Numb. 14. 12. Deut. 9. 14. 


of 
Complaint, That firſt to promiſe, and then to threaten, is a 
ſenſeleſs thing: It had been ſenſeleſs in Moſes thus to do, and | 
in no wiſe conſiſtent with his Duty. But more directly; it 
were no ſenſeleſs part in a Father, to purchaſe an Office for 
his Son, and fo to ſettle it on him: that it ſhall not be in his 
oven Power to reverſe it: And yet, (keeping to him ſelf the | 
Knowledge of that Settlement) propoſe the Enjoyment thereof 
conditionally, vix. upon Terms of Obedience to his Father's | 
Command: The Tendency of all which is but to prove him- | 
felf the Son of ſuch a Father, and to meeten him for his | 
Face: And, the more to oblige his Son to a ſtudious Prepa- 
ring himfelf for it, to lay before him the Evil and Danger | 
of a negligent Courſe ; by which (if perſiſted in) he might | 
render himſelf uncapable. But ſurely, ſuppoſing this Fa- 
ther to have the ſame Power over his Son, as God hath | 
over the Heart and Spirit of his People; he will ſo order | 
him by Inſtruction, Diſcipline, and good Principles, that 


he 
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he ſhall not run into a Forfeiture. Beſides, Threatnings of 
Damnation are not properly applicable to Believers, who 
know themſelves fo to be: For he that believeth, is paſſed 
um Death to Life, and ſhall not come into Ccudemuation (%); 
However (at times) for want of a thorow knowing their 
State, Unthankfulneſs for it, or ſome other Miſcarriage, 
they bring themſelves under Doubtings of it: But for ſuch 
35 have compleat Aſſurance under God's Hand and Seal, (as 
the Objection ſpeaks) they are ſealed up to the Day of Re- 
lenpticn (i), with a Seal that never ſhall be looſed. _ 

Obj. In caſe any Perſon were ſo adjudged to eternal Life 
from Eternity, that there 15 no poſſibility of miſcarrying ; then 


there was no neceſſity of Chriſt's dying for him ? | 
Anſw. The Allertors of Abſolute Election do hold with 
the Scriptures, That Election is in and through Chriſt : The 
lame Decree that ordained to Salvation, ordained alſo the 
Mediation of Chriſt in order thereto; that God might be 
Juſ in Juſtihing, He hath appointed us to cbtain Salvation 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (. Ye might, with as much ſhew 
of Reaſon, infer, That if ſuch an End be appointed to be 
wrought by ſuch a Means, then that Means is unneceſſary 
to that End: That if God hath choſen Men to Salvation 
through Sanctification of the Spirit and Belief of the Truth, 
then Holineſs and Faith are needleſs things. Theſe are ab- 
ſurd Reaſonings, which the Truth neither owns nor needs. 
Obj. Je 4 ſuch an Election to be an open Enemy to 
Gudlineſs : For who will ſtrain and toil himſelf fer that which 
he knows he ſhall obtain by an eafie Pace? 
 Anſw. The Doctrine of Conditional Election can be no 
Friend to Godlineſs, whatever it may pretend to; ſince all 
that a Man doth on that Account terminates in Self. God- 
Y /:ne/s.is to aim at God as our chief End, in all that we do: 
Now one that holds the Elec jure of Salvation, and believes 
himſelf to be one of them, and yet goes on to fear God, 
ind obey him, glorifies God more than he that performs 
che ſame Duties for Kind, (and perhaps greater in Bulk) in 
J Expectation of Life thereby. The Phariſees faſted oftner than 
Chriſt's Diſciples ; but were not ſuch real Friends to Godli- 
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(h) Fobn 5, 24, (i) Eph, 4.30. Rom. 8. 15. (k) 1 Tleſ. 
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God more; he that believes himſelf ſure of God's Love un. 


of God are Pleaſantneſs, to them that walk in them : And theſe 


Were not concerned in it: If they be grievous to any, it is! the 


Se vice of God. 


him, and that he ſhould not daſh his Foot againſt a Stone; yet 


| Race, as any of thoſe who lay the Streſs of Salvation upon 
their Works. EE W 


| Jojed but a Day or two in all a Man's Life, or looſely attended 
upon, wherein is the Miniſtry of the Goſpel to be eſteemed ? 


ſity of the Sun's being in the World, nor of its daily Riſings, 
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neſs as they, Long Prayers, Faſtings and Alms-deeds, an 
all nothing without Love: And who (do you think) will love 


changeably, or one that holds, that after all his toiling and 
ſtraining he may poſſibly Run in vain, and loſe all at laſt 
If ye ſpeak thus, ye croſs the Experience of God's Children, 

ea, and of. Nature too: For who counts it a Toil to eat 
his Meat when Nature requires it, eſpecially when *tis moſ 
agreeable both to his Palate and Conſtitution? Al the Mat 


would not leave them again, altho* their future Happineſs 


from their Unacquaintedneſs with his Love, 1 John 5. 3. 4 
Obj It muſt needs make Men very remiſs and looſe in the In 
 Anſw, A ſtrange Aſſertion! That the Aſſurance of God's 10 
Love ſhould make Men careleſs in ſerving him: They that ſo 
judge, can never be over diligent to make their Calling and t 
Election ſure, Chriſt knew that the Angels had charge over 


was neer the leſs careful of his own Preſervation. Paul 
was ſure of the Crown of Righteouſneſs ; and yet as diligent 
in beating down his Body, and {train'd as hard in running his 


Obj. Such a Notion of Election lays the Honour and Ne- 
ceſſity of that great Ordinance 1 Preaching the 1 1. in the 
Duft For if the Elect ( ſo called) ſhall as certainly be ſaved 
by a weak, ſimple or corrupt Miniſtry, and this (i may be) en. 


Anſw. That peremptory Decree, That Summer and Min- . 
ter, Day and Night ſball not ceaſe, takes not away the Neceſ- 


Settings, and various Revolutions; for by theſe (as the ne- 
ceſſary Means thereof) muſt the Decree be ade good. So 
the Abſoluteneſs of that other Part of the Promiſe, That 
 Seed-time and Harveſt ſhall not ceaſe, doth no whit diſcharge 
rhe Husbandman either of his Uſefulneſs or Duty ; but evin- 
ceth the one, and inforceth the other ; giving alſo encou- 
ragement to him in his Work. The Force of this Anſwer 
will not be evaded by alledging, That God D 

eans 


Means proper and ſufficient for Seed- time and Harveſt; 
(chat is, thy have fitting Seaſons, with Seed-corn, Horſes, 
Wiloughs, and other Utenſils of Husbandry) and that's all the 
promiſe intends ; and if they improve them not, the Fault's 
Wiheir own. True, it is ſo, and they ſhall ſmart for their 
Wregle&: But what will become of the Promiſe, and Sureneſs 
of the Covenant? Therefore this is not all that God doth 
xr Men in this Point. He that decreed how long the Earth 
all endure, and what Number of Men he will raiſe up up- 
Jon it, did alſo decree his own upholding thereof during 
that Time, and by what Means thoſe Men ſhould be propa- 
Wezted, and kept alive; and did accordingly put into them 
Ihe Principles of Self-preſervation ; by which they are natu- 

ally prompted to the Uſe of them, as they are to Eat, Drink 


and Sleep: He hath ſer the World in their Heart, Ecccleſ. 3. 


u. As the Elect ſhall certainly be ſaved, and alſo prepared 


or that Salvation; fo hath the Lord appointed them ſuch 


: Miniſtry, and for ſo long a Time, and their Attendance 


nd which he will bleſs and make eflectual for that End; 
45 is ſeen by his ſending Paul to certain Places, where he 


ad much People there, (i. e. of his Elect Ones) who muſt be 


Wrought in by Paul's Miniſtry : Bithynia, and other Places, 
e is not ſuftered to go into, though he would; God had 


wot yet any Work for him there. Thoſe that are to be ta- 
len, the Lord will bring them under the Means, as he did 
hat Shoal of Fiſhes under Peter's Net (J): Witneſs the 
Eunuch, Cornelius, the Jaylor, and others. And this Means, 


ed. See Acts 2. How by [literate Men's Miniſtry he 


oſen us to. 5 


"4 
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(1) Jobn 21, 6, Im) Adds 2. 9, 10, 11, 47, 


thereon, in ſuch manner as beſt agreeth to his own Intent, 


nuſt Preach, and not hold his Peace Why? Becauſe God 


whether Powerful or Simple in Men's Eſteem, it's all one to 
bod; his Word ſhall accompliſh that he ſends it for: And 
de weaker the Means are, the more is the Power of God mag- 


bok them by Thouſands, and added to his Church daily, 
Mich as ſhould be ſaved (m). So then, the Miniſtry of the 
Coe! is in no wiſe made uſeleſs or diſeſteemable by the _ 
Doctrine of Abſolute Election; but is rather greatened there- 
ly, as being the Power of God to that Salvation he hath 


Ob. 
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10. (p) 1 Cor. 2. 35. (d) Cb. 1, 25. 


Obj. Of what great Conſequence 10 the World are the richeſ 
Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Utterance, &c. if all thoſe uh 
are in any poſſibility of being ſaved by them, may and jhall a 
certainly be ſaved without r ond 
Anſw. That the richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge 
Utterance, are of no great Conſequence to the World, is 0 
Conſequent of the Doctrine of Abſolute Election; for they 
are given for the Perſecting Li the Saints, and Eiifying the 
Body of Chriſt, (that is, the Elect :) And all the Diverſitie 
of Gifts, Manifeſtations and Operations, do concur. to the 
fame End, ſince it is the ſame God who worketh all in al; 


9 5 (that is) he appoints Men to Salvation; theſe Gifts as a 


Means to prepare them for it, and makes them effectuil 
thereto. But that thoſe richeſt Gifts of ; Wiſdom, Know- 
ledge and Utterance, are of no great Uſe or Conſequence to 


the World, is a very natural Conſequent of that Doctrine, 


which tells the World, that the Sun, Moon, and Stars do 
Preach the Goſpel ſufficiently for Salvation: Which if they 
do, wherein (indeed) are thoſe richeſt Gifts to be eſteemed; 


And to what end is this waſte? Why ſhould the beſt of 


Men ſuffer Stripes, Impriſonments and Death, for doing 
that which might be done by thoſe above the reach. of 
Danger? And withal, tis too well known and obvious, That 


Men of greateſt Knowledge, Utterance and Depth of Rex 


ſon, (ſuch as are ſtiled the Princes of this World) they are 
not always (nay, very rarely) the faſteſt Friends of Truth 


and Godlineſs ; and thoſe few that be, are not always moſt! 
ſucceſsful in their Work () : Whenas ſome others, meanly 
furniſhed in compariſon, | have tirned the World upſide- 


dcwn (o). The Lord oft-times rejects the Viſe and Prudent, 


and reveals himſelf by Babes: To take from Men occaſion! 
of Boaſting ; and to make it appear, that the Faith of his 


People doth not ſtand. in the Miiſdom of Men, but in the 
Power of God (p), whoſe Weakneſs is Stronger than Men, 
and his Fooliſhneſs Wiſer (a9. 2 


Obj. Upon what Account can Men be preſſed to a frequent, 
diligent, conſcientious Attendance on the Miniſtry ; if Salva- 
tion, and conſequently Preparation, and Mezineſs for Salva: 
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(n) Eccleſ. 9. 11. (0) 2 Cor. 12. 10. Acts 17, 6, 2 Cor. 10. 
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ton, ſhall as certainly be had by a broken, careleſs, ſuperficial 
Attendance in this kind * f 

' Anſw. On what Account did the Lord ſo frequently ad- 
moniſh that People, to keep the Law without turning aſide; 
to circumciſe their Hearts; and to be no more ſtiff-necked ; 
and. this, as the Condition of their obtaining Canaan ? if all 
their Unworthineſs could not deprive them of Canaan, 
which the Author of this Objection elſewhere affirms they 
could not. But further : As Men are Creatures, it is their 
Duty to ſerve and honour God; and in order thereto, to 
wait upon him in his Ordinances, and that with all Dili- 
rence, although the Buſineſs of their Salvation were not 
concern'd in it; but much more ſince it is, if any thing of 
Self- concern may enforce a Duty: And truly the preſent 
Wl Siweetneſs that is in the good Ways of God, is Argument 
lafficient to induce our moſt ſerious Attendance thereon. 
nut [that Salvation, or Meetneſs for Salvation, may as 
Wl certainly be had by a careleſs Attendance, ] is far from the 
Doctrine of Abſolute Election to aſſert: For it prefleth it 
ſtill as an important Duty, to give all Diligence to make our = 
Calling and Election ſure. But really, Remiſsneſs in Duty is 
the natural Reſult of that Doctrine which teacheth, That a 
Man poſſibly may loſe all he hath run for at the laſt Step : 
For who will {train and toil himſelf (3 they term it) for an 
Uncertainty ? And if there be any ſuch, who neglect their 
Duty, becauſe if Elected they are ſure to be ſaved, they give 
but a forry Evidence of their State; and they are (com- 
monly) ſuch as oppoſe the Doctrine of Election, and not 
of thoſe who hold for it. . 
Obj. Such an Election as we contend againſt, we judge to 
le moſt unworthy the moſt excellent Nature of Cod; and to be 
It oy Defiance with his Wiſdom, Holineſs, Mercy, Ju- 
—_—SC 1 1 
Anſw. If the Election contended againſt be ſuch as the 
Objector's Arguments are pointed at, it is ſuch as (I ſup- 
Woſe) never was held by any; and then *tis ill ſpent Time 
o ſet up counterfeit Notions, and make a great Buſineſs of 
onfuting them. But it is AbſoJute Election, without re- 


re ſay, 1. Abſolute Election is no way contrary to the Wiſ- 
bm of God, but moſt conſonant thereto : For how can it 
Wand with his Wiſdom, to On the Death of his _ 

n for 


het to Mens Works, that is ſtriven againſt : And for this, 
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Injuſtice to repair one, and not another. 


when ten thouſand 
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for the Salvation of Men, and leave it undetermined, (ang 
conſequently uncertain) whether any one Perſon ſhall haye 


Salvation by it; for ſo it muſt be, if Election be not ab- 


Iute. 2. It is ſo far from being at manifeſt Defiance with 
the Mercy of God, that it is molt congruous and ſuitable to 
the very Nature of it. To ſhew Mercy, is to open the Heart 
to one in Diſtreſs; to love and do good to Enemies, whbm 
he might as jaſtly have deſtroyed, and was no way obliged 
to ſpare, much leſs to advance them : May, perhaps they 
were deeper involv'd in Guilt than other Men, even the Chie 
of Sinners; which is (ſure) the higheſt 17;/tration of Mercy, 


and far from a manifeſt Defiance with it. 5 It doth not op- 
poſe the Juſtice of God ; for to whom is he 


Debtor, or can 
be? All had a Stock in Adam; and having loſt it by their 


| own default, God is not obliged to reſtore it: Therefore no 


Obj. Doth it 5 any ſoveraigu or high Strain of Grace, 
ave equally offended, to pardon one or tuo; 
and implacably reſolve to puniſh and torment all the reſt to the 


utmoſt Extremity ? And this againſt all poſſible Intervenieng 


of Sorrow and Repentance for their Fault ? 
Anſw. It were very deſirable, That Men, while they pre- 


tend to argue for Truth, would order their Speech, as be- 


comes the Gravity of ſuch a Subject (r); and much more 


that they come not ſo near to a downright Reproaching 
that Penn. Grace, of which we cannot have Apprehenſions 


awful enough. The Men who thus ſpeak, had need to try 


their Spirits, whether they be of God; ſince from the ſame 


Premiſſes they draw Concluſions quite contrary to thoſe, 
who (we know) ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, In Scripture Account it is no Derogation to the 
Grace of God, that he called Abraham | alune;] leaving Mil. 
lions beſides to their periſhing Condition. Nor can I believe 
that Moſes underſtood it a Diſparagiug of God's Love to 

ind, when he tells us, That he choſe the People of 


ManKit 
4 1 gu for his own Peculiars ; who yet were the feweſt 
of any People (). One of a City, and two of a Family, were 


leſs in Proportion than one or two of ten thouſand ; yet 


no Complaint upon it, by thoſe intereſſed in that Grace. It's 


(r) Keeleſ, 5+ Is 2 | (s) Deut. 7. 7. the 
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the Property of God's Children to admire that he loves 4% 
and eſpecially themſelves ; and not to find fault becauſe he 
loves not all Alike. Who am I (ſays David) that thou haſt 
brought me hitherto! And Chriſt's Diſciples, Lord, why wilt 
thou manifeſt thy felf to is, (us Twelve) and not to the World 
()? ?Tis therefore the more ſtrange to conſider, Why and 
how, any that call themſelves of the Brotherhood, came ſo 
to elpouſe the Quarrel of thoſe without; and that with ſuch 
Eagerneſs, as to ſtrive and fall out among themſelves: about 
the others Concerns: It were more adviſeable to leave off 
Diſputing and fall to Practice. But to Anſwer more direct? 
ly; 1. This Remnant is not ſo contemptibly to be ſpoken 
of; they are Ten thouſand times Ten thouſand, and Thouſands 
of Thouſands (u): And how ſmall ſoever the Number be, (if 
it were but One, it were more by Oue than the whole Crea- 
tion could deſerve) I ſay, How few ſoever they are, no Man 
knows but himſelf may be One of them; unleſs by deſpiſing 
the Grace of God in Election, he hath proved it otherwiſe 
to himſelf. 2. To pitch on a few while in their Blood and 
Enmity againſt God, and reſolve even then to make them 
everlaſtingly Happy, and that againſt the natural Bent of 
their own Will, was a Grace much more high and ſoveraign, 
than to ſave them for their own better Improvement of 
what they have in common with other Men; for that would 
not be of Grace, but of Debt. Or if the Lord ſhould bring 
Ten thouſand times that Number into a ſalvable State, (as 
| they ſpeak;) but ſo, as (very poſſibly) not one of them ſhall 
ever be ſaved, it would not bring the thouſandth Part of 
that Glory to his Grace, as to ſave a few Invincibly. 3. If 
the Lord did foreſee that but few would believe, and yet 
reſolved ta ſave none but ſuch as ſhould believe; then the 
Objection (as to Fewneſs) falls on the Objector's Doctrine 
as much as ours. 4. As for godly Sorrow, Faith and Re- 
pentance; they are the Gift of God, and proper to the E- 
„et: And fo, no Reaſon to ſuppoſe the Interveniency of 

theſe in them that are left; or to fear an implacable Reſolu- 
ution to puniſh and torment any in whom theſe Poſſibilities 
so forth into Act. J) A 

Other Allegations they have againſt the Doctrine of Elec- 

tion, which will admit of as plain a Solution as thoſe above: 


bl. n * 
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| (t) Jobn 14. 22. (u) Reu. 5. 11. — — | 
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ont it being my purpoſe to collect what I ſhall find in the 
dcriptures for it, and not to controvert the Point; I pro- 
ceed no further, but go on to the Uſefulneſs of the -Doc- 
trine ; only by the way let me premiſe a Caution or two. 
1. Let no Man tax God with Injuſtice or Partiality, be- 
cauſe he takes not all; or becauſe not thoſe of higheſt 
Eſteem among Men. Do not the Princes of the World ex- 
erciſe Dominion over Men like themſelves? Or is there a 
' Subject ſo mean, but will think himſelf wrong'd, if que- 
y ſtion'd for diſpoſing of his own ? (Which yet is his own 
0 but as borrow'd:) And ſhall vain Man preſume to arraign 
i Bis Soverarign Lord ! Mo to him that ſtriveth with his Maker 
1 G ) - If you mult be medling, let it be with Pot-ſheards of 
// EEE TI 
[i 2. Let no Man diſ- value the Doctrine of Election becauſe 
|| it takes in but a Remnant: Why are they ſtiled, The 1 
Fleck, but to heighten the Mercy and Privilege of it in 
their Eſteem! Noah did not contemn the Grace of God to 
I himſelf and his Sons, becauſe the World of Ungodly were 
| excluded the Ark; nor the Remnant that eſcaped the Sword 
in Egypt (3), reckon their own Deliverance e'er the les 
Mercy, becauſe the reſt of their Countrymen had not a 
Share in it: Men do not uſe to ſlight their own Immuni- 
ties for others not being intereſſed in them; but rather to 
value themſelves the more upon it. 
And now, as a Means to prevent or remove the evil Sur - 
miſes caution'd againſt ; with thoſe other ſiniſter Dedudi- | | 
ons Which carnal Reaſon may be apt to ſuggeſt; let us draw 
up a few of thoſe many and worthy Improvements: this 
Doctrine is capable of, above and beyond that of the contra- ll ! 
ry Tenor: As allo of thoſe Laws of Duty which it lays ſl 3 
upon us. And here I would ſee (firſt) what Fruit may be f 
gather'd from the ſeveral Branches of the Propoſition ; and I & 
f 
1 
{ 


then, what from the Groſs or Whole of it promiſcuoully. 

I. Since there is an Election of Men to Salvation, put 
you in for a Part and Intereſt in it: Tho' their Number be 
but ſmall, caſt in your Lot, and make one among them. 
My Meaning is, That tho' never ſo few are the Objects of 
Eleftion, you will make it your Buſineſs to prove your {elf 
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of that few: If but two in the whole World, who knows 
but thou may'ſt be one of them? And do it the rather, for 
Fewnels's ſake: It's our Saviour's Argument, They are but 
few that go in at the Strait-gate ; therefore ſtrive. The 
Ninevites had not that Ground to believe God would accept 
them that you have; for their Ruin was pronounced in 
peremptory Words, and no room exprelly left for Repen- 
tance ; and yet they humbled themſelves, and turn'd from 
their evil Ways, upon this only Conſideration, Mo can tell 
if God will turn away his fierce Anger, that we periſh not (a)? 
| It's a Happineſs worth your venturing for: For, (I.) You 
can loſe nothing by endeavouring. (2.) You can hardly have 
a a more ſolid Evidence of your being elected, than to have 
your Heart taken with electing Love, and caſting your ſelf 
upon it: And (3.) Never did any periſh who ventured on 
this Botton. „ _ 1 
II. From the Doctrine of Election's 4Abſoluteneſs is evi- 
denced the exceeding Riches of the Grace of God, in that 
he hath not left this great Concern to humane Contrivance, 
but hath laid it more ſure and ſafe, than Men themſelves 
would have done: For *tis too evident (by the Reaſonings 
that are uſed, to make Election Dependent and Conditional) 
how it would have gone, if left to the Wiſdom of Men. 
But I ſhall not doubt to affirm, That this Doctrine of E- © 
lection's Abſoluteneſs is much beforehand with that which 
teacheth it to be Conditional, both in Point of Encourage- 
ment, and otherwiſe ; and that as well before Believing, as 
afterwards. VVV WON 
1. Before a Man comes to Believe; ſuppoſing him to be 
Nationally inſtructed therein before. For being under Con- 
viction of the Greatneſs and Multitude of his Sins, and 
finding the Power of indwelling Corruptions ſo Iuſupera- 
ble, having alſo ſome Sight of the Holineſs of God, and 
that he will by no means clear the guilty, it needs muſt 
prove a difficult Matter to believe that there is Mercy and 
Pardon for ſuch a one as he ; or that ever thoſe domineering 
Luſts ſhould be made to ſubmit : But then conſidering, 
i. That Electing Love pitches on the Chief of Sinners. 
2, That it flows not from, nor is founded upon, any Con- 
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dition to be performed by Men: And 3. That Election has 


in it all that conduceth to Life and Godlineſs: Theſe thingy, 
I fay, conſidered, it cannot but have a far greater Influence 
on the Soul, to cleave unto God, and follow hard after him, 
than if his Election were ſuſpended upon his doing that 
which he finds in himſelf no Power to perform: For he 
ſees by woful (and yet, through Grace, happy) Experience, 
That as the Law is made weak through the Weakneſs of 
the Fleſh; ſo alſo, (ſetting aſide the Abſoluteneſs of Electing 
Love) all the e Yr Grace which are given in common 
among Men, would be wholly ineffectual to Salvation: 
Which Difficulties, Electing Love in its Abſoluteneſs will 
ſuperſede, and ſet him above them all; eſpecially conſidering 


that Faith and Holineſs are as abſolutely promiſed and pro- 


vided for in Election, as Salvationit ſelf, at the end of his 


Faith. 


2. After a Man comes to believe, this Doctrine of Abſolute 


Election is of ſingular Uſe and Benefit to him, both as 
tending to keep him on his Feet, and to raiſe him when he 


is down. I. It is a great Preſervative in Time of Tempta- 
tion. The Remembrance of that Love which looked upon 
him when he was in his Blood, and faid he ſhould live, and 


hath now alſo made good its Word to him, muſt needs 
operate ſtrongly with a gracious Heart, againſt whatever 


might be unworthy of ſuch Love: Let the Bait be never ſo 
aptly ſuited, he will turn from it in a holy Diſdain (as good 
Joſeph did) How can I do this Wickedneſs, and fin againſt 


God, (Gen. 39. 9.) who hath dealt ſo bountifully with me! 
2. Nothing more tends to Recovery after a Fall, than the 
_ Conſideration of the Freeneſs of God's Love at firſt, and 


his mighty Power in Quickening, when altogether dead ; 
and that both theſe (viz. this Love and this Power) are in- 
gaged by an Abſolute Covenant, to bring every one that 
rakes hold thereof unto Glory; and therefore will receive 
him, not only After upon Return to his Duty, but in the 
Midft of his Backſlidings he will come and heal him. The 


Lord's way of dealing with Ephraim is an Inſtance perti- 


nent to the Caſe in hand, Ja. 57. 17, 18, 21, 22. and in 


the 44 Chap. He doth, as it were, clench and faſten this 


Nail in a ſure Place; Remember O Jacob, I have formed thee; 
thou ſhalt not be forgotten of me : 1 have blotted out thy Sins; 


therefore return unto me. And Jer. 3. 14. Return, O back 


ſliding 
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fiding Children, for I am married unto you, (to wit, by his 
Covenat of Election), 'To this purpoſe alſo is the Edge of 
Samuel's Argument applied in 1 Sam. 12. 20, 22. Fear not; 
ye have done all this Wickedneſs ; yet turn not afide from fol- 
lowing the Lord : As if he had ſaid, Your Wickedneſs, (in- 
deed) is great, ye have highly provoked the Lord by your 
caſting him oft; yet be not diſcouraged, as if the Lord 
would caſt you o!t Fir, the Lord will not forſake his Peo- 
ple; (but why?) Becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord to make you 
his People. And in ver. 24. he further backs it with the 
| Remembrance of the great Things God had done for them 
afore-time : Than which there is nothing of ſtronger Ten- 
ney to a Soul's Recovery. 15 e 
III. From the| Perſonality] of Election. And IV. From the 
Eternity] of its Original, I gather in general: 
That ſince the Scriptures have ſo highly renowned theſe 
two circumſtantial Parts of Election, by ſo frequent a men- 
tioning of them; and that, on Occafſons of the ſolemnest 
| Import, We ought not to paſs them by, as Things of in- 
different Notice: But as being diverſly inſtructive, woreny 
to be kept, and ſoberly contended for, The Holy Ghoſt doth 
not uſe to inculcate Matters of Ordinary Obſervance or little 
Import: But, as noting to us ſome great Importancy in them; 
as taxing (alſo) our Sloth, and Aptneſs to neglect them; and 
to ſtir up our Minds to make the more dilivent Search, what, 
and what manner of Things they are, aid hook to be impro- 
ved; In particular, e LD 


From the Perſonality of Election, I infer: 
Inf. x. That it ought to be minded as Matter of the higheſt 
Honour to the Parties concern'd. The Lord illuſtrates Moſes 
at no ordinary Rate, when he tells him, I know thee by 
Name (a): And doubtleſs, intended that Moſes himſelf ſhould 
ſo account of it, and be highly ſatisfied therewith, though 
deny'd ſome other Things he would fain have had. Thus 
alſo Paul ſignalizeth thoſe eminent Saints, who were his 
Fellow-Labourers in the Goſpel, That their Names] were 


WEL the Book of Life (b). And our Saviour propounds it to his 
. | Diſciples as Matter of higheſt Exaltation, That their Names | 
1 CC ͤͤͤ 0 
: (a) Exod, 33. 17. (b) Phil. 4. 3. we 
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light Matter to us: For this is that everlaſting Name whic 


put from the Heavenly Prieſthood (f). The New Feruſa- 


| Book of i (g): Yea, [every one] that is not found written 
all Diligence to make your Election ſure. 


Princes confer Titles of Honour, Lands, or Immunities; 


Name of Honour. Let his Name, therefore, be named apo 


ders, and the Palms of your Hands : Let the choiceſt of your 
Aſfectionc, the chief of your Strength, and the whole of your 


do, bear an Impreſſion of him whoſe Name is Holy. 


| bem. 7. 64. (g) Rev. 21. 27. (h) Ch, 20. 15. 
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were written in Heaven (c). That our poor in/ignificant Names 
ſhould be written in God's Book, and laid up among his 


Treaſures in Heaven, when the Generality of Names, (even 
Names of Note) are written in the Duſt, let it not ſeem 


never ſhall be cut off (dz. 

Inf. 2. The Knowledge of this Thing, (namely, that God 
has thus taken notice of our Names) is a great Privilege to 
them that know it. It enlarges the Heart to higher Expecta. 
tions; it gives Boldneſs (or Freedom) of Speech toward 
God; as if nothing were too great for ſuch a One to ak. | 
See how Moſes grows upon it; No ſooner, ſays God, I knou 
thee by Name, but Moſes (as wrapt into the Second, and fain 
would be in the Third Heaven) preſently replies, J beſeech 
thee ſhew me thy Glory! / 5 

Inf. 3. As it is Matter of Honour and Privilege, ſo it wil 
prove one of your beſt Titles to your heavenly Inheritance. 
It will ſignify ſomething one Day, (however by ſome too 
lightly eſteemed now) when it ſhall be the great diſtinguiſh- 
ing Character between you and the World : Whoever he be 
that derives not his Genealogy from this Regiſter, will be 


lem admits none but ſuch whole Names are written in the 


there, ſhall be caſt into a Lake of Fire (h): Therefore, Give 


Inf. 4. It alſo imports Matter of Duty from us. When 
they uſe to reſerve ſome kind of Rent, or other Service to 
mind their Subjects (though Favourites) of whom they hold. 
You have no ſuch way of Owning your great Benefactor, 
nor no ſuch Means of being conſiderable in the World; as by 
bearing the Badge and Impreſs of him who gave you this 


you, carry his Name in your Boſom ; bear it on your Shout 


Activity, be employed {or his Honour; Let every thing you 


A 
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(e) Luke 10. 20. (d) I. 36. f. (e) Exod. 33, 18. (f) Ne 
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Then, from the Antiquity of Election. ; 
Ig. i. Let the Ancientneſs of Electing Love, draw up our 
Hearts to a very dear and honourable Eſteem of it. Pieces 


of Antiquity, (though of baſe Metal, and otherwiſe of 
little Uſe or Value) how venerable are they with learned 


Men? And ancient Charters, how careful are Men to pre- 


ſerve them; although they contain but Temporary Privi- 
leges, and ſometimes but of trivial Moment? How then 
ſhould the great Charter of Heaven, ſo much Older than 


che World, and containing Matters of Eternal Weight and 


Glory: Which alſo hath been confirmed by ſo many Pro- 
miſes; Exemplified by Multitudes of Caſes ; with a Seal af- 


| fixed more precious than Heaven itſelf : (All which proclaim 


the Eternal Validity of it.) How ſhould this (I ſay) be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance, and the Thoughts thereof 
be very precious to us; Lying down, Riſing up, and all the 
Day long accompanying of us! And how careful ſhould we 
be, not only to keep this Charter ancancelld, but alſo to keep 
it clean from all ſorts of Duſt and Soil, by which the Legi- 
1 might any way be obſcured to ourſelves or 
others! 9 | 

Inf. 2. Tet Election's eternal Origine, be an Argument for 
its Eternal Duration; and fo, of the Saints invincible Perſe- 
verance to Glory. That which is rom Everlaſting, ſhall be 
to Everlaſting ; if the Root be Eternal, ſo are the Branches. 
Surely, For this good End (among others) it is twice re- 
corded in the Revelation, That their Names were written in 
the Book of Life [from the Foundation of the World | (i); name- 
ly, to ſignify and aſſure, that the Elect ſhall be ſafely and 
ſurely kept from thoſe dreadful Apoſtaſies, which the Reſt 
of the World ſhall fall into, and be overwhelmed with. And 
hence (perhaps) it is, that we read of Nothing done in Eter- 
nity, but Election, and Things appendant, or peculiar thereto ; 


Jas the Promiſe of Eternal Life, the Lamb ſlain, the Kingdom 


owes, &c. Election is an Eternal Fountain, that never 
eaves Running while a Veſſel is empty or capable of holding 
more; and it ſtands open to all Comers: Therefore come, and 

if ye have not ſufficient of your own, go and borrow Veſſels, 


—— 
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Veſſels, empty Veſſels, not a few ; Pay your Debts out of it 
and live on the Reſt (k) to Eternity. 27 | ; ＋ ity 


V. From the Doctrine of Chuſing in Chrift. 25 
Fi. 1. It is an high Demonſtration of God's Love to his 
Choſen. We may ſay of it as Huram to Solomon, Becauſe the 


Lord loved his People, he ſet his Son over them (I). It is alſo 


an eminent Proof of his manifold Wiſdom, to contrive the 


certainly ſecure their Obtainment of it; moſt ſignally illu- 
ſtrate his Love to them; and ſo, moſt affectionally win up- 
on their Hearts, and oblige them to himſelf for ever. We 
may hence alſo diſcern ſomething of that immenſe Greatneſs 
and Holineſs of God; That though he fo loved his Elect, 
as to make them One in himſelf (m), that Union could not 
be admitted without a Mediator equal with himſelf... 

Inf. 2. Gather hence your Stability and Safety: Whatever 
Streight or Difficulty you are entring upon, drink of this 
Brook in the Way, and lift up your Head. Whatever per- 


tains to Life and Godlineſs, Grace and Glory, this Life, and if 


that to come, is all laid up in Chriſt; (as all forts of Food in 
the Ark, for thoſe who found Grace in his Sight) Al ful- 
neſs dwells in Him (n), and that for 0] He is not only a 
Root ſtable in himſelf, but eſtabliſhing to you; Communi- 


nicating Sap and Spirit to all his Branches: While there is 


Life in him you cannot die. This is That makes the Saints 
ſtand firm and facred in the midſt of Dangers ; The Evil 
One toucheth them not (o). Let all the Rebel- Crew of Adver- 


faries (Satan, the World, your own evil Hearts) aſſociate 


| themſelves, and take Counſel together, it all comes to 
nought: Let their Aſſaults be renewed again and again, 
they are ſtill beaten off: They gird themſelves, and are bro- 
ken in Pieces; they gird again, and again they are broken 
in Pieces : 'Thus it is, and thus it ſhall be to the End of our 
Warfare; For God is with us (p). This was it made David 
ſearleſs, even in the valley and * of Death The Lord 

cis with oh (J). Am thoſe Three Noble Confeſſors, 


they walked ſecure in the Fiery Furnace, becauſe the Son f 
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) 2Kings 4. 7. (0) 2 Chron, 2. 11. (m) Jobn 17. 21. 


2 672.5, Job 1. 16. (o) 1 Jon 5. 18. (p) If. 8. 9, 10. 
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Ble ſſedneſs of his People in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould moſt 
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God was among them (r). Therefore Do All, Suffer All, 
and Expect All, as being in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe: But 
woe to him that is alone, who when he falls, hath not Chriſt 
to help him Up. | 
Inf. 3. Let this your Relation to Chriſt be evidenced by 
pour Likeneſs to him: "He that is joined to the Lord is one Spi- 
ne. The holy Oyl that was poured on your Head, runs 
down to the Skirts of his Garments, i. e. to the very mean- 
eſt of his Followers ; and they carry along the precious Scent 
with them, where ever they go; (or ſhould do as Paul did, 
2 Cor. 2. 14.) It is natural to thoſe married unto _—_— fo : 
"Wl bring forth fruit unto God (t); and ſee it be ſuch as will abide 
ecke Teſt, endure all ſorts of Weather, and be better'd by it. 
" 77.4. This Doctrine illuſtrates that of Juſtification ; as 
4 


ſhewing wherein the true Matter of Juſtifying Righteouſneſs 
doth conſiſt, and how it comes to be Ours. Our Faith (or 
Act of Believing) cannot be the Matter of it, for that it is 

an imperfect Thing; and ſo cannot be reckoned in the Place 
of perfect Righteouſneſs: For, it mult be a Righteouſneſs 
| (perfectly perfect that juſtifies, as it was a Sin perfectly ſin- 
ful that condemned. This Righteouſneſs alſo muſt be our 
own, in a Way of Right (as Adam's Sin allo was) though 
perform'd in the Perſon of Another. Chriſt and Adam be- 
ing Parallels in their Head-ſhip, the Imputation of the One's 

| Guiltineſs, and of the others Righteouſneſs, are Righteouſſy 
applied to their reſpective Seeds. And this was a main End 
of the Lord's putting thoſe he would juſtify, into Chriſt ; 
That he being made Sin, and a Curſe for them; they 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him; and ſo, 
God might be juſt in juſtifying of them. Faith in this Mat- 
ter, holds the Place of an Evidence or Seal of that Righte- 
ouſneſs which belonged to us as being in Chriſt, before we 
believed; (as Canan did to Abraham's Seed before they were 

I born;) and is given us on the Account of our Intereſt there- 
in (); that we might apprehend it, and enjoy the Benefits 


of it (x) : Which is ſurely a far better Ground to build our 


Juſtification upon, than our weak and imperfect Faith, 
which ſtands in need daily of the Righteouſneſs of God, 
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for its own Support. But let not Faith. loſe of its due Re. 


ſpect: It's a precious Grace, and may not ſuffer Diſpq. 


ragement. Though it doth not originate your Title to Jy- 


- ſtitication ; *tis the beſt Evidence ye can have for it: Tho 


it be not your Peace-maker (primarily), tis yet of that im. 
portant Uſefulneſs, that your Peace cannot be compleated, 


nor can you Know that your Peace is made without it. 


Your Record is in Heaven, and cannot be pleaded here, (the 
Court of Conſcience takes no Notice of it) until exempli· 
fied under the Seal of Faith. Tis ſomewhat like the Jy- 
ſtrumentum Pacis, where Parties have been at Variance; 


though the Peace be made, and Terms agreed ; it has not 


its full Ettect, till ratified on both Sides, and exchanged, 
Therefore, „ 
u. 5. Make it the main part of your Care and Buſineſz, 
get into Chriſt, and to abide in him. 


VI. The founding of Election upon Grace affords us divers 
uſeful Inſtructions- As 3 

Hi. 1. To fall down and adore the great GOD for this 

unſpeakable Diſcovery of his Love to Men. It is one of the 

richeſt Mercies that he would not betruſt us in our own keep- 

ing : That another (and he One that had not the leaſt need 


of us) ſhould be more provident for us than we would have 


been for our ſelves: That our chiefeſt Intereſt ſhould have the 
higheſt Security: That it ſhould be founded upon Grace; 
the-Attribute which our great King moſt delights to honour: 
And that heſhould do it (as it were) againſt our Mills; (For 


fo it is, in as much as to graft our Happineſs on the Will of 


another, is contrary to Nature: Of all Bottoms, we ſhould 


not havepitch'd it there; and yet, in Truth, no other Ground 


would hold us: His Name may well be called wonderful; I. 


is not after the manner of Men : This is the Lord's doing, aud 


let it it be marvelous in our Eyes, 118. 23. 


Inf. 2. It ſhews what Reaſon we have to diſcard and caſhier: 


for ever, that groundleſs and blindfold Opinion, which lays 
the Streſs of Salvation on a thing of Nought : For, what 
elſe is the Will of a frail and mutable Man? To forſake 2 


Living Fountain, and reſt on a Ciſtern, a broken Ciſtern, W 
What Folly is it! To caſt our Eagle's Wings, and truſt to a 
Foot out of Joynt ; who would do it, that is not void of 
Underſtanding ? Surely, 77 was aware of it, when he profel- 


ſet! 


Id) Rem. 11. 18. fe) Pſalm 25. 11, 
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ſeth, He would not value a Life that depended on his owt 
Righteouſneſs (a). | 

The Grace of Gad is little beholden to that Doctrine 
which would give the Glory of it to a graceleſs thing; and 
as little have the Souls of Men to thank it for: It feeds them 
with Dreams and Fancies; which when they awake, will 
leave them hardly beſtead, and hungry (b). Therefore lit 
not down under the Shadow of that Gourg; it hath a Worm 
at the Root; and they will not be held guiltleſs, nor kept 
from the ſcorching Sun, whoever they be, that ſhelter them- 
ſelves in the Covert of it. It's a Spark of Men's own kind- 
ing, wherewith though compaſſed round, they'll lie down 
in Sorrow (c). Therefore let thoſe who difreliſh this Doc- 


nine, becauſe it founds not Salvation upon Self, look well 


to their Standing, and ſhift from it in Time. _ 
Irf. 3. Fall in practically with the Doctrine of Election, 
as founded upon Grace. As it was Grace which gave you 
your Elect Being, ſo let it be your Spirit and utmoſt Endea- 
your to improve this your Being to the Praiſe of that Grace. 
1. Give it the ſole Honour of Election's Original: Sufter 
not Free-will Grace, or any thing elſe, to pretend to a Share 
in the Parentage of it: Let not your Faith, whether fore- 

ſeen or perfected, be reckoned the Ground Mork, or Motive 
of your Election; it is a Branch of it, and the Branch (you 
know) cannot bear the Root (d). Even Faith it ſelf muſt 
not (and if it be right Faith, it will not) gather where it 
bath not ſtrewed. Own nothing Nee; that may de- 
tract from the Honour that's due to So raign Grace. 2. Bear 
our ſelf upon this Grace, againſt all your Weakneſs and 
nworthineſs : Let not theſe diſcourage you, but rather 


© plead them as Occaſions by which Grace will be manifeſted 


and magnified, and ſhew it ſelf to be what it is. Thus 
did David; Pardon my Sin, for it is great (e): And Moſes, 
when all the People's Obedience could not furniſh him with 
an Argument for God's continuing his Preſence with them; 
What's his Plea? They are an honeſt ingenuous People? Trac- 
table to thy Commands? Pliant to thy Mil? They are worthy 
for whom thou ſhouldeſt do this; For they love thy Company, 
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and have built thee a Tabernacle? No, there is none of this 
Stuff in it: But, Let my Lord, I pray thee, go with us; For 
it is a ſtif-necked People; their Neck is an Iron Sinew, and 
their Brow Braſs (F); Therefore go thou with us, to better 
us, to ſoften us, and to pardon us: And by this ſhall the 
Freeneſs of thy Grace appear to us: For, How elſe [hall it he 
known that I and this People have found Grace in thy Sight 
! But yet, withal ; (1.) Look that you make not alight 
Matter of your Sins, or of your Sinfulneſs: You cannot 
think bad enough of your ſelf, or of them, nor be too much 
humbled ; only, be not caſt down. (2.) Uſe the Means 
that Grace hath appointed: Watch and be Sober; Watch 
_ unto Prayer; put on the whole Armour of God, and keey 


it cloſe about you; your Sword and your Shield be ſure you 
forget not: But ſtill let your Eyes be towards the Hand of 


Grace, through Chriſt, for Counſel, Strength, Agency, and 


every good thing; and depend on it for conſerving and actu- 


ating the Grace it hath wrought in you, as Plants do on their 
Roots: The Spouſe, after married to Chriſt, prays to be 
drawn to him (h). (3). Whatever befals you, remember the 


good Pleaſure of God is in it; Hold your Peace as Aaron did 


(i); or if you muſt ſpeak, let your Speech be ſeaſoned with 


Salt, [it is the Lord, let him do as ſeemeth him good] (). 
Other uſeful Inſtructions from the Doctrine of Election in | 


General, and together. 


I. It being a Doctrine of ſo great Importance, be not in- 


different about it: Put your ſelf on the Trial touching your ©} 


Intereſt in it, and bring forth your Evidences for it : Ob- | 
ſerve what are the Properties of God's Elect, and ſee if they | 


ſtand on your fide. 


1. As touching the great Buſineſs of Salvation, Do you | 
ſubmit to Mercy without Indenting, and making Terms with | 
Sod'? Have you laid your ſelf at his Feet, with Peradven - 


ture he will ſave me alive?| And if he ſay, I have no Plea- 


ſure in thee; Lo, here J am, and here will lie: If I muſt | 


periſh, I'll periſh here; I cannot die in a better Place or Po- 
ſture. Thus did Fob, when the Lord ſeemed to ſet himſelf 


againſt him, as re olv'd to deſtroy him; yet ſtill he reſolved | 


< Exod. 34. 9. Iſa. 48. 4. (g) Exod. 33. 46. () cam. 
1. 4 (i) Levit. 10. 3. (k) I Sam, 3. 18. 
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o truſt in him, and to hold faſt his Integrity (D. This * 


N Love more Noble, and of an Higher Ext 7 att, | than thoſe are 
acquainted with, who conclude, that upon their doing Tlus 
nd That, (which they ſuppoſe every Man hath power to do) 
they ſhall be ſaved ; for ſuch kind of Love is mercenary : He 
will not ſtir, nor look towards the Vineyard, until he hath 
greed for his Penny; the other goes in, and falls to his Work, 
and leaves to his after, to give him what is meet (n); 
which alſo he leaves to his Maſter's Judgment, and not his 
own : And truly he ſpeeds neter the worſe for his ſo doing. 
But I would not be taken to intend a Contentation or Wil- 
lngneſs to be deſtroyed : This, 1 hope, is cleared before, 
under the Hrſt general Head. 5 
2. Do you own God's ſoveraign Commands, without 


diſputing Abraham did thus, in the Buſineſs of Jaac; al- 


though he could not ſee how the Promiſe of God, and the 


| killing of his Son, could {tand together ; and lo will 7 


hams Children do. They know that their Lord is a Great 
King, hath Abſolute Dominion, giveth Account of none 
of his Matters: What he is pleaſed to command, their 


Duty is to obey, without asking a Reaſon Why? Or, How 


will theſe Things conſiſt? Such Demands become not the 
Lips of thoſe who live upon Graſzdſe. 
3. Doth your Love towards God hold the ſame Courſe 


; chat his Love hath done towards you? All that God hath 
Lone, or will do, for his Choſen, is the Product of Electing 


Love. Does all your Obedience riſe from Love ? And does 
this Love of yours grow out of his? Is his Electing Love 


/ 


the Root of it? Is all that you do towards God, in a Way of 


Gratitude and Duty, and with deſign to glorifie his Grace 2 
And when the Lord ſeems to go from you, do you follow 
the harder after him; as he for a long time followed you, 
waiting that he might be gracious unto you? This is truly 
a God-like Love; the Eminency whereof lies in this, That 
be loved us when Enemies to him; and loved us into a 
Likeneſs to himſelf: Anſwerable whereto, we ſhall love him, 
even while our Fears may apprehend him to be our Enemy; 
and through the Power of his Love ſecretly working in 
our Hearts, go on to love him, until the Glory of the Lord 
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hate Jacob? becauſe of the Blefling (o): And our Saviour 


be riſen upon us. You could not thus love God, if he had 
not loved you firſt (nu). _ | A 
4 Do you rejoyce in the Thoughts of Electing Loy, 
What it is, and J/hence it came? What it hath deſigned yoy 
for, and will bring you unto at laſt ? Is it your Delight t 
' converſe with the Book of Life? And do you rejoyce more 
that your Names are written in Heaven, than if Devils were 
ſubject to you? When your Fleſh and your Heart fail you, 
do you look to Electing Love as your Strength and Portion, 
and count it a goodly Heritage? Do you aim at That which 
Electing Love deſigned you for, and becauſe ſo deſigned, if 
by any Means you may attain to it? And are you better 
ſatisfied to be at the good Pleaſure of God, than at your 
own? And bleſs his Wiſdom and Grace, for Aiden 
the Diſpoſure of your eternal Intereſt ? Such Fruit could 
not be, but from that Seed of God. 5 : 
Let me add a few Tokens more of True Love, according 
to its ordinary Acceptation and Conduct among Men. 1. He 
that loves another, will delight in his Preſence, and ſeek 
Occaſions of Converſing with him. 2. Being Abſent, he 
thinks much upon him, and gives welcome Entertainment 
to whatever may be a Remembrance of him. 3. He wil 
ſeek the Well-pleaſedneſs of him who is the Object of his 
Love, by preſenting Things lovely to him ; by avoiding 
whatever may diſguſt him; by a wary preventing, or ſpeedy#} 
removing, what might give the other occaſion to be jealous/ 
of his Love to him. 4. He will candidly interpret what: 
ever might ſeem a declining of the other's Love to him; 
and not be ſatisfied until it be recovered, or better un- 
derſtood. „„ Rs FL 
IT. If you be of this happy Remnant of Election, then 
look for ill Uſage from the World. The Men of the World 
have always hated God's Elect, and will: Why did Eſa 
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— 


expreſly ſays to his Diſciples, I have choſen you out of the 
World, | therefore] the World hates you (p). While in Na- 
ture, they love the World, and the World them : But when 
Election breaks forth in its Fruits, when once they are Called 

according to Purpoſe, then a Man's Enemies will be thoſe of 


— 
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(a) x Jobn 2. 19. (o) Cen. 27, 4. (9) John 15. 9 | 
| | 1s 


his own Houſe. And hence it is, that the very Doctrine of 
Election is ſo diſguſtful to the World, and contended againſt; 
WM wherein I wiſh that ſome of the Elect themſelves were not 
il (unwittingly) involv'd. Therefore think it not ſtrange, 
but take it as an Appendix of Election (J); 4s a Part of 
ol That you were choſen unto; and as That by which (part- 
6 0 you mult be fitted for the main End: Your Lord him- 
, le was made perfect through Sufterings (r); and thoſe 
WM Foreknown, were predeſtinated to be conformed to their 
bl Head, in Suffering as well as Glory (s). Prue? ag 
il 111. Having truſted Electing Love for Eternal Salvation, 
rl ſe you diſtruſt it not for things of leſſer moment. When 
rf the Lord ordained you to Life, he ordained alſo all thoſe 
2M various Occurrences, Windings and Turnings, you ſhould 
be exerciſed with in your Way thither ; and (tis ſure)! he 
does nothing in vain. There is need of all ſorts of Weather 
for the Earth's good; all Fair would deſtroy it. Know it 
therefore of a Truth, that all your Concerns were fore- 
determin'd of God]; and that ſo wel}, that all your Prudence 
and love to your ſelves, could not mend it : Nor can all 
your Care and Solicitude alter any of them, either as ta 
ilEMatter or Form; no, not to change the Colour of an Hair; 
ustherefore, Take no Thought (t). 


gl But whence is it, that Believers, who have truſted God for 
dy heir Souls, ſhould yet make a Difficulty of Truſting him for 
ub heir outward Man? And fo cumber themſelves with unprofi- 
at · Fable Burden? - ET „„ 
n Earthly things are nearer our Senſes; and thence we are 
m- ore ſenſible of the Comfort of them, as alſo of their 
Want: They alſo ſeem more within our Line and Compaſs; 
enfind ſo we reach more earneſtly after them, and are anſwera- 
rag troubled when we fall ſhort : Whereas we ſhould carry 
auſt for Temporals, as we do (or ſhould do, rather) for our 
JutYouls and ſpiritual Portion; that is, look to our preſent 
the Puty, be diligent in our Place, and Content with ſuch things 
Ja- we have (u); bearing our ſelves as becomes the Children 
en ſuch a Father, ſo rich, wiſe, bountiful, tender, and faith- 
Jed! to us; who always gives the beſt Supply; and That in 
-ofÞþe beſt Proportion, Manner, and Time. : 


——_—— 


) Jobn 16. 17 18, 19. (r) Heb. 2. 10. . 
„d 6. 5. (t) Marth, 6. 31, (u) Heb. 13. 5, 
his ry * 


(8) Rom. 8. 29. 
8 | Have 
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be riſen upon us. You could not thus love God, if he had 


not loved you firſt (n). 1 

4 Do you rejoyce in the Thoughts of Electing Love, 
What it is, and hence it came? What it hath deſigned you 

for, and will bring you unto at laſt? Is it your Delight to 

converſe with the Book of Life? And do you rejoyce more 

that your Names are written in Heaven, than if Devils were 


ſabject to you? When your Fleſh and your Heart fail you, 
do you look to Electing Love as your Strength and Portion, | 
and count it a goodly Heritage? Do you aim at That which 
Electing Love deſigned you for, and becauſe ſo deſigned, if 


by any Means you may attain to it? And are you better 
ſatisfied to be at the good Pleaſure of God, than at your 
own? And bleſs his Wiſdom and Grace, for aided 


the Diſpoſure of your eternal Intereſt ? Such Fruit could | 


not be, but from that Seed of God. 


Let me add a few Tokens more of True Love, according 
to its ordinary Acceptation and Conduct among Men. 1. He | 


that loves another, will delight in his Preſence, and ſeek 


Occaſions of Converſing with him. 2. Being Abſent, he | 


thinks much upon him, and gives welcome Entertainment 


to whatever may be a Remembrance of him. 3. He will 
ſeek the Well-pleaſedneſs of him who is the Object of his | 
Love, by preſenting Things lovely to him; by avoiding } 
whatever may diſguſt him; by a wary preventing, or ſpeedy | 
removing, what might give the other occaſion to be jealous | 


of his Love to him. 4. He will candidly interpret whats- 


ever might ſeem a declining of the other's Love to him; | 
and not be ſatisfied until it be recovered, or better un- 


derſtood. 


II. If you be of this happy Remnant of Election, then . 
look for ill Uſage from the World. The Men of the World F 


have always hated God's Elect, and will: Why did Eſa 
hate Jacob? becauſe of the Bleſſing (o): And our Saviour 
exprelly ſays to his Diſciples, I have choſen you out of the 
World, | therefore) the World hates you (p). While in Na- 
ture, they love the World, and the World them : But when 
Election breaks forth in its Fruits, when once they are Called 


according to Purpoſe, then a Man's Enemies will be thoſe of |} 


——_—_— 
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(n) I John 2. 19. (o) gen, 27. 41. (7) John * 
| - 18 


3 


E YRS. eg EL _ od Ir.  VDO.-=+'fS ==«< 1— 


ne "LS —_— — „ nn 6 


„„ * 10T 

his own Houſe. And hence it is, that the very Doctrine of 

Election is ſo diſguſtful to the World, and contended againſt; 
wherein I wiſh that ſome of the Elect themſelves were not 
(unwittingly) involv'd. Therefore think it not ſtrange, 
but take it as an Appendix of Election (9); 4s a Part of 
That you were choſen unto; and as That by which (part- 
) you mult be fitted for the main End : Your Lord him- 
fle was made perfect through Sufterings (r); and thoſe 
Foreknown, were predeſtinated to be conformed to their 
Head, in Suffering as well as Glory (s). . 

III. Having truſted Electing Love for Eternal Salvation, 

ſe you diſtruſt it not for things of leſſer moment. When 
the Lord ordained you to Life, he ordained alſo all thoſe 
various Occurrences, Windings and Turnings, you ſhould 
be exerciſed with in your Way thither; and (tis ſure)! he 
does nothing in vain. There is need of all ſorts of Weather 
for the Earth's good; all Fair would deſtroy it. Know it 
therefore of a Truth, that all your Concerns were fore- 
determin'd of God; and that ſo wel, that all your Prudence 


and love to your ſelves, could not mend it: Nor can all 


your Care and Solicitude alter any of them, either as ta 
Matter or Form; no, not to change the Colour of an Hair; 


Y therefore, Take no Thought (t). 


1 


But whence is it, that Believers, who have truſted God for 


their Souls, ſhould yet make a Difficulty of Truſting him for 
J their courward Man! And ſo cumber themſelves with unprofi- 


table Burden ? | 
Earthly things are nearer our Senſes; and thence we are 


nore ſenſible of the Comfort of them, as alſo of their 


Want: They alſo ſeem more within our Line and Compaſs; 


and ſo we reach more earneſtly after them, and are anſwera- 
bly troubled when we fall ſhort : Whereas we ſhould carry 


it for Temporals, as we do (or ſhould do, rather) for our 
Souls and ſpiritual Portion; that is, look to our preſent 
Duty, be diligent in our Place, and Content with ſuch things 
as we have (u); bearing our ſelves as becomes the Children 


Jof ſuch a Father, ſo rich, wiſe, bountiful, tender, and faith- 


ful to us; who always gives the beſt Supply; and That in 
the beſt Proportion, Manner, and Time. 
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Have therefore your Faith exerciſed, as about the greateſt, 
ſo alſo about the ſmalleſt and commoneſt Matters; (uſe 
Grace, and have Grace 9 It is want of Uje makes you lame | 
of your right Hand, and much Uſing renders it more uſeful, 
Faith is the Head of your ſpiritual Senſes; and if That be 
active, the reſt cannot be idle, nor much at a loſs. Faith 
alſo is a Plain- dealer; it repreſents things as they are; ſnews 
them in their true Dimenſions, with their Uſe and Fd, 
5 therefore that you never hold a Conſultation, unleſs | 
aith be preſent, yea and Pre/ident too, elſe all will be in 
diſorder at once: One Act of Faith ſhall ſooner remove the 
Mountain, than all the Cattle on a thouſand Hills. 
Laſtly, You that have cloſed with this Truth, and having | 
made diligent Search, do find in your ſelves thoſe Marks of | 
God's Elect, ſit down and take the Comfort of it: Let this | 
Joy of the Lord be your Strength : Eat your Bread, and | 
drink your Wine (or Water either) with a merry Heart, ſince 


God hath accepted you. If David's Heart was ſo taken with | | 
that temporal Favour which choſe him to be King before the 


Houſe of Saul (x) ; how ſhould our Souls be wrapt into the 
third Heaven, That Te (poor, unworthy, wretched Je) | 
ſhould be taken into that peculiar Favour in which the gene- 
ality of Men have nothing to do? How ſhould it affect our 


Hearts, and raiſe up our Spirits, both in all active Obedience, I. 


as David, who danced before the Ark with all his Might, | 

and alſo to all long Suffering with Joyfulneſs; as Paul, and | 
other choſen Veſſels, who rejoyced in Tribulation ; becauſe 

this Love of God was ſhed abroad in their Hearts ()? 
Art thou of thoſe who are J/iſe and Noble according to 
the Fleſh ? Be filled with an holy Amazement, and Exulta- | 
tion together, (Rejoycing with Trembling) That the Great 
G()D (to whom thou waſt no more than others thy Conſorts 
that are left, and who commonly chuſes the buſe and fooliſh, | 
thereby to magnike his Grace) ſhould thus go out of bis 


Way to call in hee; and hath alſo made his Call efectua F 


to thee, even then when thou waſt environ'd with a World 
of Temptations to obſtruct it. And if thou be a Man of 
low Degree, poor, weak, fooliſh, of no Account among Men, | 
even as one that is zot; and hath the Lord regarded thee in 


= 


(x) 2 Lam. 6, 21. (y) Rom, 5. 3, 4. 


thy low Eſtate, and magnified thee, by ſetting his Love 
unon thee ? Hath he taken thee from the Dunghil to ſet thee 
among Princes, even the Princes of the World to come? 
This is that Exaltation which the Poor ſhould always Re- 
jojce in. Were you the Head inſtead of being the Tail; 
were the Necks of your Enemies under your Feet; yea, were 
the Devils themſelves made 4 to jon; it could not afford 
you the thouſandth part of that Cauſe of Rejoycing, as that 
your Names are written in Heaven. Are other Men proſperous 
in the World, and free from 'Trouble, while you are rednc'd 
to a low Eſtate, and chaſtened every Morning? Have (per- 
haps) but an handful of Meal, and a little Oyl in a Cruſe, 
Cc. yet think not your Portion mean, or hardly dealt out: 
Your good things are to come; they are growing in the 
other World; and at the time of Harveſt the Lord will ſend 
his Angels for you: Yea, your Lord himſelf will come and 
fetch you thither ; and you ſhall be for ever with him, in 
whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe right Hand 
are Rivers of Pleaſures for evermore : And then you will 
Sing | The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant Places;] at leaſt, 
ſay ſo now. As Abraham dealt by his Concubines Children, 
ſo doth God by the [hmaels of the World; he gives them 
Portions, and ſends them away : But the Inheritance he 
reſerves for his Jſaacs; to them he gives all that he hath ; 
yea, even Himſelf: And what can we have more? 
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By this Body or Church, I underſtand the deſigned Subjects 


Saviour, and they to ſtand related to him as their Prophet, 
Prieſt and King: Which threefold Office he bears peculiarly 


1 4 A 333 


Fei IT; 


I. That the Body or Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Elec Perſons. 


of his Spiritual Kingdom, or Members of his Myſtical Body, 
to whom he was appointed by the Father to be Head and 


towards the Elect, the Church of the Firſt-born, and Heirs 
of that World to come. And of Theſe doth his Body con- 
fiſt, 7. e. It is made up of Theſe excluſive to Others; their 
Number is c£rtain and intire, and cannot be broken, either 

| by 


ef Redemption. 105 
by Addition or Dimunition. Of this the Tabernacle was a 
Figure, 1. In reſpect of its Symmetry or Proportion of Parts, 
which induced a ſingular Beauty upon it; towards which, 
nothing could be added, nor any thing abated. 2. In that 
all the Parts and Dimenſions thereof were predetermined of 
God ; and not left, in the leaſt, to humane Arbitrement or 
Contingency : And theſe are exprelly ſaid to be Patterns of 
things in the Heavens (a); that is, Of the Heavenly Tem- 
ple, or Church of the Firſt-born, which are written There (Y); 
and in the appointed time ſhall] be gathered together to him, 
a the Materials of Solomon's Jemple were to Mount Moriah, 


2 Chron, 3. 1. | 
That the Body or Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Elec Perſuns 


is drawn from ſuch Premiſes as theſe. 
I. In that our Lord and Saviour ſo manifeſtly ſhews him- 
ſelf concern'd for the Elect, as having ſome peculiar Intereſt 
and Propriety in them, and Charge of them. With Theſe 
his Delights were from Everlaſting (c): (a manifeſt Proof 
of Chriit's Divinity!) And as ſoon as they were actually 


in Being, be began his actual Converſes with them; and 


therein did even confine himſelf to the Elect Seed. With 


" Y what: unbelievable Patience and Goodneſs did he ſuperin- 


tend the Church, or Elect Nation, forty Years together in 
the Wilderneſs (a); bearing them as on Eagles Wings, and _ 
tendring them as the Apple of his Eye! And when he dwelt 
upon Earth, he w«nt not beyond the Bounds of the Holy 
Land; where alſo all his Delight was among the Saints (. 

Theſe he made his Conſorts, and Men of his Councel: And 
| when ye find him with others, it was for the Eleti's fake 
that were among them, How frequently, and with what 


C 


Vwell-pleaſedneſs doth he ſpeak of theſe | Profeſſing his Love 


to them, and that according to the higheſt Pattern; Even 
as the Father loved him, ſo he loved them (J) And how 
great things he would do for them; not to the Hu/fing of 


his Kingdom, but the laying down of his Life for them (g; 


gathering them in, raiſing them up, and giving them to lit 
with him in his Throne (4). But for the World, he takes 
(a) Heb. 9. 23. (b) Ch. 12. 23. (c) Prov. 8. 31. (d) Act 
7. 36, 38. (e) Pſalm 16 3. (f) John 15. 9. (g) Ch. 10. 
, 16. and 6. 40. ch) Rev, 3. 777i. ; 85 
. 5 little 
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little notice of them, except with a kind of Contempt and 
Commination; Let them alone (i); Shake off the Duſt of 
your Feet (k); Give not that which is holy unto Dogs (1), &. 
Yea, though they ſeek him, they ſhall not find him (). 
But for his Elect, he is found of them, even while they 
think not of him (2): The Inſtances of Matthew, the 
Woman of Samaria, the poſſeſſed Gadaren, his People at 
Corinth, are Records of it. And all this, becauſe Theſe 
are his Portien, and the Lot of his Inheritance (o); They are 
the Menu which the Father gave him out of the World (p): 
For as Chriſt our Head is not of this World (q); ſo neither 
is his Kingdom, nor the Subjects of it. 
It is true, the Father hath given Chriſt to be Head over | 
All : But his Lordſhip over Men in general, and his Head- 
ſhip over the Church, have a far different Reſpect and Con- 
ſideration: He is God of the whole Earth, but Jeſburuns 
God in a way peculiar to his Choſen (r). An Headſhip of 
Dominion he hath over Rebels, and Service he hath from 
them, though they think not ſo, nor intend any thing lels, | 
Nebuchaduezzar was his hired Days-man againſt Tyre (5), 
and Cyrus againſt Babylon (t); whoſe right Hand he held, 
though they knew him not: So Moab was his aſbpot (u). 
But for the Elect, they are his Natural Subjects; (though 
not naturally ſo) they are his by another Title, and to ano- 
ther End: And lo intimate is the Relation between him. | 
and them, that they are ſaid to be of his Fleſb, and of hi. 
Bones (x) : They both have one Soul and Spirit; he and 


they make one perfect Man ()). 


That the whole World is put in Subjection to Chriſt, is 
for the Eleci's ſake; the Power he hath over others, is in 
order to their Salvation; He is Head over all things to the 
aer (2); that is, to Subject, Diſpoſe, and Order all 
for the Church's Good: He hath Power over all Fleſb, that | 


bie might give eternal Life (not to all he hath Power over, | 


but) to as many cu the Father hath given him (a); Which | 
| [Giving] imports Election] as going before it: And there- | 


* 


li) Matth. 15. 14. (k) Cb. 10. 14. (1) Ch. 7. 6. (m) John 
7. 34+ (n) Iſa. 65. 1. (o) Deut. 32. 9. ([p) Fobn 17. 6. 
() Ch. 18. 36. (r) Deut. 33. 26. Ja. 44. 2. (s) Ezek. 26. 

18. (t) Ja. 45. (u) Pſalm 60. 8. (x) Eph. 5. 30. (J) Ch. 
& 13. (2) @. eo 22 {1} M15 2 EEE OD, 
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ſore he ſays, I have manifeſted thy Name to the Men which 


thou gaveſt me out of the Morld; Thine they were, ray is by 
Election) and thou gaveſt them me (b). That in Heb. 10.5. A 
Bod) haſt thou prepared me; though chiefly intended there 
of his humane Nature, holds true of his Body Myitical ; 44 
the Members of which were written in God's Book (of Election) 


ꝛbhen dis yet there was none of them actually Exiſting (c). He 


therefore prays for Theſe as a Party diſtin from the World, 


and given to him for an higher End; as appears by compa- 


ring the 2, 6, 9, 24, 26 Verſes of that 17th of John. 
II. We find by Scripture-uſage, that | Church] and | Elect 
are but two ſeveral Titles of the ſame Perſons, in a ſeve- 


ral Reſpect ; [Elect] as choſen of God to Salvation; and ſo 


they are called The Church of | Gd, and ſaid to be Sanctified 
by [God the Father,] Jude ver. 1. And the Church of [Chriſt] 
as given or committed to him by the Father, in order to 
that Salvation, John 17. 6. Of this Church were thoſe 


particular Congregations, to whom the Apoſtles inſcribed 
their Epiſtles; where we have them ſometimes intitled 
Bel ved of Gd] (d): Sometimes, the Church of God, and 


Sanctified in Chriſt (e) At other times, Saints and faithful 
Brethren in Chriſt (F) Then, Churches of the Saints (g); 
And Church of the Firſt-born (h): And ſometimes expreily 


[ZElect] (i). By all which is fignified, That the Church 


of Chriſt conſiſts of Elect Perſons : That theſe various ap- 
pellations are but ſo many Terms indifterently uſed about 
the ſame Subject, and All as Notes of Diftinction from the 


World. 


When Chriſt hall appear in his Glory, then ſhall his 


Members be gathered to him ; The Lord my God {hall come, 


2 and | all the Saints | with thee, ſays Zecharias (. And Paul 


(diſcourling the fame thing) ſays, They that are Chriſt's at 


his Coming (I): Which ſhews that they are Chriſt's fo as . 
others are not. And that it is meant of Elect Perfons, ap- 

pears by our Saviour's own Words, when ſpeaking of that 
his Coming, and of the fame Perſons who are ſaid to be 


his, and to come with him, he gives them expreſly that De- 


* 
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(h) Fobn 17. 5 (c) Pſalm 139. 16. (d) Rom. 1.7. (e) 1 Cor. 
1. 2. (f) Col. 1. 2. (g) 1 Cor. 14. 33. (h) Heb, 12. 23. 
(1) 1 Pet, I, 2. (k) Zeck. 14. 5. (1) 1 Cor. 15. 8 
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nomination, He ſhall fend forth his Angels, and they ſhall g 
ther together his | Elett | (m): But as for the Reſt of the Dead, 
they lived not again ti a thouſand Tears after (n); therefore 
theſe | Re/t| were no Part of This Body. It may alſo be 
noted, I hat thoſe who did not Riſe with the Saints, are 
ſpecified here by the ſame Word or Note of Diſtinction, ag 
thoſe Not Elected are, in another Place, The Election hath 
obtained, and the | Reit] were blinded (o): And that thoſe 
who had part in the firſt Reſurrection are the ſame Verſons 
that are written in the Lamb's Book of Life, is evident, by 
comparing Rev. 20. 4. with Chap. 13.8, 
III. It was neceſſary, that the Body or Church of Chriſt 
ſhould be compoled of the Elect Seed; 1. Becauſe none elſe 
were fit to be of this Body, but ſuch as ſhould be like the 
Head. Carnal Members would be as uncomely to a Spiritual 
Head, as one of the Brutes to be Adam's Companion. The 
King's Daughter-elect (to make her a ſuitable Match for his 
Son) mult be all glorious within: Not only of the ſame out- 
ward Metal (for ſo were thoſe other Creatures with Adam) 
but made in the ſame Mould, and indued with the fame 
Spirit and Underſtanding : There mult be a Congruity in all | 
the Parts throughout: They mult be Copies of him; each 
one reſembling the Children of a King (p). If the Head be hea- 
venly, ſo mult the Members : 'They cannot walk together, 
if not thus agreed. 2. Becauſe this Likeneſs-to Chriſt is proper 
to the Elect: It's a Royal Privilege intail'd upon them, and 
cannot deſcend or revert to any out of that Line. That | 
this Likeneſs to Chriſt is requilite to all his Members, and al- 
ſo peculiar to Elect Perſons, are both atteſted in Rom. 8. 29. 
Wi.m he did forekuow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed 
#0 the Image of his Son, that he might be the Firſt-born among 
many Beethren: Which implies, that the Fore-known (or Elect) 
only are predeitinated thereto; and, that were it not for 
Predeſtination, the Firſt-born ſhould have but a thin Aſlem- 
bly to prelide among; indeed nothing but Blanks for his 
great Adventu:e, and long Expectation. In Eph. 1. 3, 4, 5. 
He further appropriates thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, by which 
Men are conformed to Chriſt, to the ſame Perſons; Bleſſed 


— 


| (m) Mat. 24. 31. (n) Rev. 20. To (0) Rom. 1 Jo 7. 
(p) Judges 8. 18. | 55 ; | 
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ze the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſ- 
2d us with all Spiritual Buſ/ing in heavenly things in Chi iſt : 
According as he hath choſen | us in him Having predeſtinated 
1 to the Adoption of Child; ea, &c. By theſe two Scriptures it 
appears, that Goa's Children, and Chriſt's Brethren, are the 
me Perſons; and that they were ſo made by Election. 
Put, are Chrilt's Brethren, and his Church the ſame Per- 
ſons ? Take your Solution from Heb. 2. 12. I will declare 
thy Name unto my| Brethren |; In the midſt of the{Chrurch] will 
Ing Praiſe unto thee. 3. I his Likeneſs to Chriſt is not attain- 
q 335 am, without firft being in him as their Head: For 
which Cauſe the Elect were choſen in him (%). It is out of 
Chriſt's Fulneſs that all Grace is received : And in order to 
that Reception there muſt be Union : The Branch cannot bear 
Fruit of itſelf, nor indeed be a Branch, unleſs it grow out of 
the Vine. For which Cauſe and End, the deſigned Mem- 
bers of his Body were decretively ſeparated from their wild 
Olive Root, and put into Chriſt by Election; and in the 
Fulneſs of Time, actually. And hereby they are made Par- 
takers of the Fatneſs of that heavenly Root; (i. e. of the Spi- 
fit of Chriſt, which is called the Anointing (5). In this Re- 
ſpect, the Firſt and Second Adams are ſet forth as Parallels 
touching Headſhip to their reſpective Bodies. As from Adam 
their natural Head, all Mankind have derived their natural 
Being; ſo from Chriſt their ſpiritual Head, do all the Elect 
deed receive their ſpiritual Being and Nature: On which 
Account he is ſtiled The Everlaſting Father, and they his 
Children (s). They were all in Chriſt from Eternity as truly 
but ſpiritually) as Mankind in Adam when he fell; or Levi 
in Abraham's Loins when Melchiſedec met him. Eve's Pro- 
- HE duction (as to the manner of it) was a Pattern of this: She 
was made of Adam's Subſtance ; but ſhe came not out of 
bis Loins but out of his Side (f): So is the New Creature 
extracted out of Chri/'s : they are bone of his bine, and flejb 
s Yo bs Fleſb, (ſpiritually underſtood), And none can thus 
proceed from him, but ſuch as were in him dec-erively before. 
1 che World: Men are bleſſed with theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
ss being in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe (2). 
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2 (q) Eph, I, 4. (r) 1 John 2. 27. (8) Iſa. 9. 6. Heb. 2. 13. 
(t) Gen, 2. 21, 23. (u) Epf. 1. 4. Tit, 3. 5,6. 
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Inferences. 


Inf. I. Let no Man pretend to this honourable Relation of 
Memberſhip to Chriſt, without ſomething to ſhew, by which 
he may warrantably avouch it. The currenteſt Mark wil 
be your Conformity, not to Men, or Self, but Chriſt Jeſus 
your Head: It is That muſt denominate you Chriſtians in. 
deed. At the latter Day Chriſt will know none but ſuch 25 
have made their R bes white in the Blood of the Lamb. Alj 
Hang-by's and Ivy-clafpers will then be ſhuck off, and thoſe 
only retain'd that have his Subſtance in them. Many ſhall 
come, and lead their Works, what they have been, and what 
they have done; and their old Hypocriſy will be ſo immove- 
able and impudent, that they'll even expoſtulate the Matter 
with him: Have we not * 61 /gga in thy Name, and in thy 
Name caſt out Devils, and done many wonderful Works (x)! 
Of whom ou: Lord wil! profels, that he knows them not; No, 
nor he ever knew then ()). His own he Knows by their 
Likeneſs to him: He knows, and cannot but know, the Mem- 
bers of his Body: My | Sheep] I know, but who are ye ? will 
he then ſay to all that are but Prefeſſing Members of him; | 
which will indeed) be a Jokeful Condofion of their ground- | 
921 (though ſpecious) Confidence: Look to it therefore in 
Time. | mu 


Inſer. II. We gather hence the ſafe and honourable Eſtate 
ofthe Church. ER | on 

_ Firſt, Their State is honourable. If the Woman's Dignity | 
riſe in proportion with that of her Lord; how highly dig- 
nified is the Spouſe of Chriſt, in having the So of God for 
their Head! That Seed of Abraham which the ſecond Per- 
ſon took on him, was inſtantly enobled with a Glory be- | 
coming the Son of God, and the Head of Principalities and 
Powers; and no more to be confider'd meerly after the | 
Fleſh : In like manner, having accepted thoſe his Church is 
' compoſed of, he communicates to them of his own Condi- | 
| tion and Nature, The Glory his Father had given him, le 
| gives to them (a): And notwithſtanding their former and 
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(x) Mat. 7. 22. (y) Ver. 23. (a) John 17, 22. 
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natural Baſeneſs, he reckons them now as One with him- 
ſelf; and according to what he will make them at laſt. A 
Tincture thereof he give them here in Regeneration; which 
ao he carries on from Glory to Glory, and at his Appear- 
hing it {hall be perfected ; They /ha/t be like him indeed (b). 
| MW To fay of the Church's Head, That he is the n of God } 
sis to give him all Titles of State and Honour: ?T'is That 
- MW which every Knee muſt bow unto. His Glory is ſo incom- 
5 WI prebenſfibly Glorious, that we ſhall ſooner be loſt in ſearch- 
ing into it, than compaſs Encumiums worthy of ſuch a Sub- 
e W ject: I therefore ſay no more of it; Nor can more be ſaid 
il W (in ſo many Words) to illuſtrate the Church's Glory than that 
it She is the Spouſe of Chriſt. Hence the Glory of our Religion, 
„and of its real Confeſſors. And, let it be noted, that it is 
not a bare 2itu/ar or temporary Dignity they are veſted with; 
but that which is rea, folid, and durable. Princes confer 
Tiles of Honour, but cannot infuſe Diſpoſitions worthy thoſe 
„ M Titles, nor keep them from degenerating : Chriſt, as Head 
ir W of the Church, does both: He derives into his own, his 
. own Prince-like Virtues; and that as really, py intelligibly. 
too, to thoſe that partake of them) (c), as the Vine its Sap 
into its natural Branches. What a. Labyrinth is it both of 
Honour and Conſolation, That the Blood Royal of Heaven 
OW runs in their Veins, and will never out! But, true as. it 
b, bow few do believe it? And of thoſe few, who is it 
chat lives up to the Faith of it? Two Ends (therefore) I 
© mention it for: Rs CD 
[1.] To bear up your Spirits againſt the World's Frowns 
and Calumnies, which the ſerious Thoughts of your Relation 
to ſuch an Head, may well counterballance and relieve you 
r W againſt. Princes in Exile, (or, if in their own Country un- 
- © known and mean Attended; are but courſly us'd ; (and 
we marvel not at the Matter) which yet the Thoughts of 
d WI their High Birth, and Confidence of Reſtorement, do migh- 
e tily ſupport them under: Much more ſhould the Sons of 
Cod (whole Deſcent is not reckoned from the Kings of the 
- WM Earth) have ſtill in their Eye their divine Extract, with that 
e FF circumferent Reward that's coming, and bear up their Heads 
4 in a Prince-like manner! and for the Joy that is ſet before 
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(b) John 3. 2. (c) 1 Fokn 1. I 2, 3. 
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them, both endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame ; until! — 
they come to be exalted, not only above thoſe Nick-nameg | 
the Wo114 now impoſes on them; but above the moſt ho. | 
nourable Names, and moſt ſerene Titles that are found un- 
der Heaven! Then ſhall it be known hoſe you are; your | 
Luſtre ſhall be no longer hid; thoſe that deſpiſe you now, 
ſhall lick the Duſt of your Feet (d): And then ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed that great Word of your Saviour, (and that as | 
ſurely as if it were done already) The Glory which: thou gaveſt. 
me, I have given them (e): Yea, Jou ſhall fit with your Lord in 
h Throne (/). Beſides, (which alſo ſhall add to that Day's 
 Solemnitry) this thing ſhall not be done in a Corner; but as | 
ye have been openly revil'd, ſo ſhall ye have a publick Vindi- 
cation. The great Trumpet ſhall be blown in the Land (g): 
The Arch-Angel with the Trumpet of God (h) ſhall come, 
and that with ſo ſhrill a Note, that Heaven and Earth ſhall 
ring again; and this {hail be the Tenor of his Song, Ariſe, 
ſhine, for thy Light is come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen 
upon thee (i); (and ſhall ſee no more) Thus ſhall it be done to 
Lion, whim no Man (now) ſeeketh after (E. 5 
[2.] To mind you that your honourable State obliges to 
an honourable Deportment, both towards your Head, your 
delves and Fellow Members. . 
(I.) As touching your Head. 1. Own his Supremacy, 
giving him Vreheminence in all things: Call no Man on Earth 
Miſter ; i. e. in Point of Faith: Give unto Caſar all that 
belongs to him; only reſpect Chriſt as ſupreme Lawgiver. 
2. Submit to his. Government: Steer your Courſe by his 
Counſels, and follow his Conduct: Go after him where- 
ever he {hall lead you: Let all your Senſes have their Seat in 
your Head: Let every thing be underſtood by you according 
to his Senſe and Interpretation of it; And if there needs 
an Argument to back the Exhortation, that Ordinance | Thy 
| Deſire jhall be to thy Husband, and he ſhall rule over thee 5 
zs as true and cogent concerning Chriſt and the Church (m). 
3. Expoſe your ſelf for him: Stand between him and 
Wrongs: Preſerve his Honour and Intereſt with the utmoſt 
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(d) Iſa. 49.23 Pſalm 72. 9. (e) John 17. 22. (f) Rev. 3. 
21. (g) Ja. 27. 3, (h) 1 Thef 4. 16. (i) IJſa. 60. 1. and 
20. (k) Jer. 30 17. (I) Gen. 3. 16. (m) Eph, 5. 24. 
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Harard of your ſelf: Let Life and Death be as Things in- 
itterent to you, ſo Chriſt may be magnified in you (n). 4. Look 
co your Head for ſupply of all Grace; from his Fulneſs it is 
o be had, and no where elſe: Hold to your Head, leſt No- 
tions beguile you of your Reward (0). Be allo ſure, That 
J jou keep to your Place and Duty, leit you miſs of the Nou- 
© ;ihment that belongs to you {p): A Member out of its 
Ulace, is (for the Time) as a Member cut off. 5. Laſtly, Adorn 
your Head by your daily aſpiring to a nearer Reſemblance of 
him: Shew forth his Virtues: Be holy as he was: Let all your 
Fruits be ſuch as are meet for ſuch'a Root. God the Father 
is the Head of Chriſt, and he bore the expreſs Inage of his 
Perſon (q) in all that he did: He could do nothing but what he 
ſaw the Father do (r): So do you by your Head Chriſt: Make 
him your Example; and in order thereto, Live upon him 
as your immediate Root, and give him the Honour of his 
own Productions; remembring withal, 'That every Slip of 
yours caſts Soil upon him. Eo dat +1 Be. nc 
(2.) There is a Reſpe& due to your ſelves: (A fuperflu - 
ous Item, one would think, yet needful.) There's Aptitude 
enough to honour ourſelves; but, as belonging to ſuch an 
Head, is too much unthought of. Things that well enough 
beſeem the common Rank, would be a Diſgrace to Perſons 
of Honour : The King's Daughter ſhould be known by her 
outward Garb ; [Glorious within] and | Cloathing of wrought 
Gold] decypher the ſame Perſon, and may not be ſeparated. 
Ye have an High Calling walk worthy of it [s) ; and ſhew 
your Thankfulneſs by an humble Retribution : Honour that 
which honours you, by comporting with its End : Make 
not your ſelf cheap; ſtoop not beneath your Degree; make 
Chriſt alone the Object of your Love, Delight, Dependance; 
to do otherwiſe is to debaſe your ſelf (t). The Church is the 
Glory of Chriſt ; its Members therefore ſhould think tllem- 
ſelves too good, and too great, to be ſpent on the World; and 
the World too mean and empty, to afford them either Satiſ- 
faction or Adornment. A circumſpect walking, Soberneſs of 
Mind, Humility, Self-denial, with a Meek and Quiet Spirit, 
are Jewels of Price, and Ornaments indeed : By thele the 
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(n) Phil, 1. 20. (0) Col. 2. 18,19. (p) John 14. 4, 5 (d) Heb. 
1. 3. (r) John 8. 19. (s) Phil, 3. 24. Col. 1. 10. (t) Ja. 57. 9. 
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invited Gueſts ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves from Latrudersy 
and real Chriſtians from meerly nominal. In Chriltianity ir; 
no Badge of Pride or Il|-husbandry, to wear your beſt every 
Day; yea, we ſhould not be ſeen without it: Much wearing 
will better it, and it cannot be damaged but by lying by. 
Your Bedies too are worthy of Conſideration, and not a little; 
They are the Figures of Chriſt's Humanity, and Temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt; therefore keep them unſpotted, and 
profane them not, either by fa'hioning them to the World, 
or ſubjecting them to ſervile Uſes. But I would not cauſe any 
to err: Theſe (though Ornaments) are not your Riahtean? 
neſs : When ye ſtand before God, ye muſt put over all the 
Righteouſneſs of your Lord and Mediator : (the Prieſts holy 
_ Garments were to be ſprinkled with Blood, Exod. 22. 21.) 
This was That the ſpeechleſs Gueſt wanted, and was there- 
fore caſt out; though not diſcriminable by them that ood 
by: Abrabam was juſtified by H/orks before Men; but, be- 
fore God it was the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, wherein by 
Faith he ſhrouded himſelf - Faith juſtifies the Perſon, and 
Works juſtify his Faith, both to himſelf, and other Men. 
(3.) Then carry it towards your Brethren as Members of 
the ſame Body. 1. Uſurp not upon them, as if more than a 
Fellow-Member with them: Judge not the ſtrong, Deſpiſe 
not the weak : Who made thee a Judge? There's none but 
hath need of Forbearance from others; tho' for the molt part, 
they that need it moſt, are _— backward to yield it : But 
this take for a Rule, 'That the leſs you ſee your need, the 
more need you have of it. 2. Intrude not in another's 
Place and Office : Each Member hath its own, to which it 
is fitted: This it beſt becomes, and Here it is moſt Uſeful ; 
elſewhere it would be both Uſeleſs and a Deformity: 
(as a Finger tranſpoſed, and out of its own Joynt.) 
1 Shew your Co- memberſhip by your Love and tender 
\egard towards others: Have Compaſ/:on upon the Ignorant, 
and thoſe out of the Way (u), as your Head towards you. 
If one be weak or wounded, let him that is ſtrong and 
- whole, ſupport and bind it up : If one Foot ſtumble, let 
the other ſtep in for its Help: Con/ider thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo 
be tempted (x). Members of the ſame natural Body need 
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v Arguments to perſwade to this Duty; they do it / by 
hſtinct, Our want of Compaſſionateneſs towards others, 
Who! it ſhall not dry up, yet) may much reſtrain (at leaſt 
In our Apprehenſion) the Springs of Chrili's Pity towards 
or ſelves. 4. Laſtly, Let the Good of the Npole have Pre- 
erence before a particular Part; and let that of a /ower Uſe 
W ny it ſelf for the Safety and Aſſiſtance of that which is 
ore Neble : This, in a Degree, is to lay down our Life for 
the Brethren. He that in theſe Things ſerveth Chriſt, is 
acceptable to God, and approved of Men; and a good Evi- 
Lence it is of your Memberſhip to Chriſt. 1 8 
W Secondly, The Church is ſafe. The Son of God being 

their Head and Saviour, beſpeaks aloud their Security. 'They 
are indeed compaſſed about with Difficulties, Dangers and 
Deaths, and yet they live, yea they overcome, and ſhall in 
the end prove ore than Conquerors: "The Reaſon of all is, 
Their Head is in Heaven, whence all Relief comes; and that 
Avenue cannot be ſtopped. If ye ſpeak of Principalities 
and Powers, which rule in the Air; Chriſt has a Power 
above them, they are ander his Feet (a). Their Power of 
| hurting lies much in their Subtility; but even in this they 
are ſtill circumvented ; he catches them in their own Net: 
And hence it is, that the Devil has from the Beginning been 
2 Liar to himfelf. His firſt Bait in Tempting was, | Te ſhall 


be as Gods | (); when his meaning was, to make us like 


himſelf; But the Wiſdom of God turns the Temptation into 
a Prophecy, and Chriſt will make it good (c); as he allo did 
that pernicious Cgunſel of Caiphas (d). The Serpent in 


bruiſing Chriſt's Heel, got a Bruiſe in his own Head; that 


all his Devices have {till proved abortive, or turn'd on him- 
| ſelf: He ſtirr d up Judas to betray Chriſt, the Gentiles and 
| Jews to condemn and crucifie him; and what got he by it, 
bur the Loſs of his Empire? If ye ſpeak of his Seed, the 
like Infatuation hath deſcended to them : This nothing 
makes plainer than their ſtill making it their Intereſt to ex- 
terminate the Church : (With as much Reaſon they might 
think to unhinge the World, or unbottom the Rock of 
Ages.) But their Projects have ever been defeated, and ſhall; 
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(as Men miſtaking their Meaſures) and made to ſubſerve 
the Intereſt they deſign to cruſh, The Egyptians Dealings 
with Iſrael, and Nominal Chriſtians, with thoſe that are 
really ſuch, are Inſtances above Contradiction. It's a Con- 
fideration of no {mall Importance to our Faith, That all 
things were made for Chriſt, and are at his Diſpoſe : And 
therefore, whatever the Church's Enemies have, they have 
it from the Church's Head; who knowing his own Intereſt 
and Intent, will give out no more than to ſerve that turn; 
nor can they act what they have but under his Government, 
He is Prince of the Kings of the Earth, he ruleth among 
the Gods, fits at the Helm inviſibly, ſteers the moſt ſecret 
and violent Counſels, and carries the caſting Voice. Among 
other Obſervables its Matter of Wonderment, 1. That the 
Divine Preſcience hath ſo interwoven the Secular Intereſt 

with that of his Church, as induceth a kind of Neceſſity 
to protect the Church for the World's ſupport. 2. That our 
Lord frequently compaſleth his Work, by letting his Ene- 
mies do their own (e). And 3. That in all their Devices 
he {till countermines them; and either takes out their Pow- 
der, or blows them up with their own Train (). 

But ſuppoſe that Hell be broke looſe, and Legions of 
Locuſts belch'd out of the bottomleſs Pit, come up againſt 
them, armed with Strength, winged with Fury, ambuſca- 
doed with Policy, edged with Enmity, and headed by the 
red Dragon; and by theſe is beſieged the Camp of the 
Saints and the beloved City, and the Church as unable to 
reſiſt as a Woman that's ready to Travel: And now (ſay 
their Enemies) what will become of their Dreams? Take 

this for your Comfort: 1. There ſtill hangs a Cloud between 

the two Camp, and its bri2ht fide is towards the Church (g). 
2. The Enemies Camp is again ſurrounded by the Church's 

Succours, and kept in a Pound, as by Chariots and Horſemen 
of fire (,. And 3. That he who ſes in the Heavens, will 
have them in Deriſion (i). Jeruſalem will prove a burthen- 
ſome Stone to all that trouble themſelves with it: And if 
other Means fail, (and to make a total end) Fire comes down 
from God out of Heaven, and devours them (k). 


8 


(e) Exod. 1. 11, 12. (f). 2 Kings 6. 8, 9. Pſalm 9. 16, 16. 
2 Chr. 20. 22, 23. (g) Exod, 14. 20, (h) 2 Kings 6. 17. 


But 


(1) Nſalm 2. 4. (k) Rev. 20. 9. 
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But there is yet a more dreadful ſort of Enemies than 
theſe; the Devil in the Head of Original Sin, is a Beaſt not 
to be dealt with. The Church it ſelf (reflecting on ſelf, and 
looking no higher) may cry out with Amazement, Who is 
able to make War with the Beaſt? Indeed the whole of 
your native Militia, with all the Troops of Free-will Auxi- 
liaries, will not do it; they are but Mercenaries; and if ye 
truſt them, they'll turn againſt you in the Battle: Or if 
they ſtand to it, (according to their beſt Skill) it ſhall not 
avail you; they are with this Beaſt, but as ſtubble to his 
Bow: Yet be not diſcouraged, only renounce them all, and 
depend on the Triple League | Above ;] (that Omnipotent and 
Irviolable Confederation) of all whoſe Forces your Lord is 
Commander in Chief. This Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
is able to deal with that Beaſt, and to tear him in pieces; 
| yea, he hath done it already; On his Croſs he triumphed 
wer them (I); yea, (and @hich is more) he followed the 
Rout to the Gates of Hell ; there he ſhut them in, and car- 
ries the Key on his Shoulder; they cannot wag but by Li- 
cenſe from him, nor tarry a Moment beyond his Preſcript. 
To be ſhort, the only dreadful thing is Sin; the Devil, 
Death and Hell, are but {ubordinate Attendants, (as Effects 
on their Cauſes) and therefore That taken away, the reſt 
are unſtung, they have loſt their power of hurting ; ſo 
that the Church {till remains Invincible; and the Reaſon of 
all is, Jt 2s founded upon a Rock (m), and that Rock is Chriſt 
(7). All which being true, not only of the Church in groſs, 
but of Members in particular. Therefore. 
 Jafer. III. Let every one that is of this Body, be well a- 
paid with his Lot; Be glad and rejoyce for ever in this your 
Portion: This is the Exaltation the Brother of lou Degree 
{ould value himſelf by (%). Be your Rank and Condition 
ever ſo mean in the World, care not for it; but reſt con- 
tented with your Place, and be thankful for it: Deſire not 
(your ſelf) to change it, but ſtrive to fill it up, and be as 
ueful in it as you can. Look alſo for Troubles, and think 
them not ſtrange (p) : The Captain of your Salvation was 
hade perfect through ſuffering (4) ; and the Servant may net 
Mol to fare better than his Lord (Ir). 


lo. 
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. 9. (2) 1 Tet. 4. 12. (q) Heb, 2. 10. (r) Luke 23. 31. 
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and Intent, will give out no more than to ſerve that turn; 


Divine Preſcience hath ſo interwoven the Secular Intereſt 
with that of his Church, as induceth a kind of Neceſſity 
to protect the Church for the World's ſupport. 2. That our 
mies do their own (e). And 3. That in all their Devices 
der, or blows them up with their own Train (F). 


them, armed with Strength, winged with Fury, ambuſca- 
doed with Policy, edged with Enmity, and headed by the 


their Enemies) what will become of their Dreams? Take 


have them in Der:fron (i). Jeruſalem will prove a burthen- 
ſome Stone to all that trouble themſelves with it: And if 


from God out of Heaven, and devours them (VJ. 


116 A Practical Diſcourſe 
(as Men miſtaking their Meaſures) and made to ſubſerve 
the Intereſt they deſign to cruſh, The Egyptians Dealings 
with Iſrael, and Nominal Chriſtians, with thoſe that are 
really ſuch, are Inſtances above Contradiction. It's a Con- 
ſide ration of no ſmall Importance to our Faith, That al 
things were made for Chriſt, and are at his Diſpoſe : And 
therefore, whatever the Church's Enemies have, they hape 
it from the Church's Head; who knowing his own Intereſt 


nor can they act what they have but under his Government, 
He is Prince of the Kings of the Earth, he ruleth among 
the Gods, ſits at the Helm inviſibly, ſteers the moſt ſecret 
and violent Counſels, and carries the caſting Voice. Among 
other Obſervables its Matter of Wonderment; 1. That the 


Lord frequently compaſſeth his Work, by letting his Ene- 
he {till countermines them; and either takes out their Pow- 


But ſuppoſe that Hell be broke looſe, and Legions of 
Locuſts belch'd out of the bottomleſs Pit, come up againſt 


red Dragon ; and by theſe is beſieged the Camp of the 
Saints and the beloved City, and the Church as unable to 
reſiſt as a Woman that's ready to Travel: And now (lay Wl 


this for your Comfort: 1. There {till hangs a Cloud between 
the two Camp, and its right fide is towards the Church (g). 
2. The Enemies Camp is again ſurrounded by the Church's 
Succours, and kept in a Pound, as by Chariots and Hor ſemen 
of fire ( And 3. That he who fits in the Heavens, will 


other Means fail, (and to make a total end) Fire comes down 


(1) Pſalm 2. 4. (k) Rev. 20. 9. 


* — 


(e) Exod. 1. 11, 12. (f). 2 Kings 6. 8, 9. Pſalm 9. 16, 16. 
2 Chr. 20. 22, 23. (g) Exod, 14. 20. (1) 2 Kings 6. 17. | 


But 
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But there is yet a more dreadful ſort of Enemies than 
theſe; the Devil in the Head of Original Sin, is a Beaſt not 
to be dealt with. The Church it ſelf (reflecting on ſelf, and 
booking no higher) may cry out with Amazement, Who is 
able to make War with the Beaſt? Indeed the whole of 
your native Militia, with all the Troops of Free-will Auxi- 
ſiaries, will not do it; they are but Mercenaries; and if ye 
truſt them, they'll turn againſt you in the Battle: Or if 
they ſtand to it, (according to their beſt Skill) it ſhall not 
| avail you; they are with this Beaſt, but as ſtubble to his 
Bow: Yet be not diſcouraged, only renounce them all, and 
depend on the Triple League | Above ;| (that Omni potent and 
Inviolable Confederation) of all whoſe Forces your Lord is 
Commander in Chief. This Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
is able to deal with that Beaſt, and to tear him in pieces; 
yea, he hath done it already; Oh his Croſs he triumphed 
over them (I); yea, (and @hich is more) he followed the 
| Rout to the Gates of Hell; there he ſhut them in, and car- 
ries the Key on his Shoulder; they cannot wag but by Li- 
cenſe from him, nor tarry a Moment beyond his Preſcript. 
To be ſhort, the only dreadful thing is Sin; the Devil, 
Death and Hell, are but {ubordinate Attendants, (as Effects 
on their Cauſes) and therefore That taken away, the reſt 
are unſtung, they have loſt their power of hurting ; ſo 
that the Church ſtill remains Invincible; and the Reaſon of 
all is, It is founded upon a Rock (m), and that Rock is Chriſt 
| (). All which being true, not only of the Church in groſs, 
but of Members in particular. Therefore, fart. 
Infer. III. Let every one that is of this Bddy, be well a- 
paid with his Lot; Be glad and rejoyce for ever in this your 
Portion: This is the Exaltation the Brother of low Degree 
bould value himſelf by (o). Be your Rank and Condition 
fever ſo mean in the World, care not for it; but reſt con- 
tented with your Place, and be thankful for it: Deſire not 
our ſelf) to change it, but ſtrive to fill it up, and be as 
Wuleful in it as you can. Look alſo for Troubles, and think . 
them not ſtrange (p): The Captain of your Salvation was 
Wade perfect through ſuffering (9); and the Servant may net 
ook to fare better than his Lord (vr). © 


i. 


W (1) Col. 2. 15. (m) Mat. 16, 18. (n) 1 Cor. 10. 4. | (o) James 
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Infer. IV. If Jeſus Chriſt be your Head, be confident 
(then) of all Love, Counſel, Care and Protection from him: 
Union with him, intitles to all that is his. It is Natural to 
the Head to love and to cheriſh the Body, and every Mem- 
ber of it; to contrive and caſt about for its Welfare and 
Safety; As 4 Man cheriſheth his owa Fleſb, ſo doth Chriſt his 
Church (5). What though thou be, in thy ſelf, an un- 
comely Member? He will put the more Comelineſs upon 
thee (t): He will cloath thee, and feed thee, and Phylick 
thee : He will give Grace and Glory, and no good thing will 
be withhold from thee (u)] For he being the Firſt-born, 
Prince and Head of the Family, all the younger Brethren are 
to be maintain'd upon his Inheritance. | | 
fer. V. Reſt alſo aſſured of ſafe Conduct to the pro- 
miſed Land. Adverſaries and Difficulties you will cer- 
tainly meet with; remaining Corruptions (like the mix d 
Multitude) will be tumultuatingand tempting within ; the 
 Amalekites and People of his Wrath, will ſtand in your 
Way without, or be falling on your Rear, to cut oft the 
weak and feeble; and the _— will yet be niblihg and 
bruiſing your Heel, but higher than that he toucheth 
not ; your Heart and your Head are out of reach, there- 
fore ſaſe: If it come to the worſt, ye can but die, and 
Death it ſelf ſhall not hurt you: Nay, you Conquer 
Dying: It ſhall but mend your Pace Heavenwards, and 
haſten you up to the Throne of God. Therefore quit 
you like Men, and as Men of neareſt Relation, by Blood 
and Spirits, to the Man Chriſt Jeſus : For, God ſball bruiſe 
Satan under your Feet ſhortly (x). Come, will your 
Captain ſay to you, come) Set your Feet on the Neck of 
this King of Pride (y); and do by him as he hath done 
by others, and would have done alſo by you ; Give him 
double according to his Works (z): 'This is the time 
when ye ſhall judge Angels (a); and all under the Con- 
duct of this your Head and Captain, who will now oY 
ory, 


ſerve you faultleſs, even before the Preſence of his G 
with exceeding Joy (C). Rs : 


n 
1 


() Epb. 5. 29. (t) 1 Cor. 12. 23. cu) Pſalm 84. 11. 
(x) Rom. 16. 20. (y) Joſb. 10. 24. (2) Rev, 18. 6. (a) 1 Cor. 
6. 3. (b) Jude ver. 24. 
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1 N 


That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave his Life a Rauſom for 
the Elect. | 


That the Elect are Chriſt's peculiar Portion, is ſhewn be- 
fore; and what Engagements were upon him on that Ac- 
count for their Redemption, will appear afterwards. By 
[Giving himſelf a Ranſom, | I underſtand the whole of his 
Humiliation, whatever he did or ſuftered as Mediator, from 
his Incarnation to his.Reſurrection ; all which are ſumma- 
rily exprels'd by [the Blood of his Croſs -| as all the precious 
Fruits of his Death, are by [Forgiveneſs of Sins,] and [Re- 
conciliation with God.] That was the Price wherewith he 
bought them that ſhould be ſaved; and This the Salvation 
he bought for them, and Them for It. For albeit that Satan 
(through their Free-Will Failings in Adam) had got a tem- 
porary Mortgage upon the Elect themſelves; they are not 
his; the Fee- Simple or Right of Inheritance remains in 
Chriſt, and therefore, at the Year of Jubilee, they return 
to him as the Right Heir; though not without buth Con- 
queſt, and full Price; which two together make Redemp- 
tion compleat. „ „ 7 
My Scope (here) is to ſhew, 'That the Body or Church of 
| Chriſt are 2 concern'd and intereſſed in Redemption: 
And in order thereto, I would conſider two other of the 
Divine Works, both which reſpect the World Univerſally, 
as Redemption doth, and yet have a Specialty in them, as 
| Redemption alſo hath, (viz.) Creation and Providence. 

I. Creation: One God was the Maker of all; but all were 
not made for the ſame Uſe and End: He had a peculiar Scope 
in the making of ſome, which was not common to the whole; 

yea, the whole was made for the ſake of that ſome. As in a 
great Houſe are many Veſſels, (all of one Maſter's provi- 
ding, and all for his own Service) ſome to Honour, and 
lome to Diſhonour: So in the World, ſome God raiſed up 

to be Monuments of his Power and Juſtice (c); called there- 
tore Veſſels of Wr4th (d). Others are Veſſels of Mercy, whom 


* 


* 


(e) Exod 9. 16. Jude ver. 4. Rom. 9. 22, 1 Pet, 2. 8. 
(d) Rem. 9. 22, 5 15 
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he formed for himſelf (e), and are therefore ſaid to be qfe- 
prepared unto Glory (7). I | 

2. Providence : This alſo extends to All, and to each In. 
dividual : He hath Power over all, and govern them he 
doth, in their moſt ungoverned Deſigns and Actions: But 
as touching his Church, the People of his Holineſs (G), he 
holds a peculiar kind of Government over them, and Steerage 


of their Concerns : And this ſo far exceeds the other, that 


Lin compariſon) tis ſaid, He never bore Rule over them (þ). 


and (which is itil] to be remark'd) the others Concerns are 


made ſubſervient to theirs; He is Head over all tothe Church(j), 
In like manner Redemption may be ſaid to be General, and 


yet to have a Specialty in it: It is General, 1. In reſpect of 


_ Perſons. 2. In reſpect of Things. Both which are true x 


part, tho? not conjunctly: It purchaſeth ſome good things 
for all; and all good things for ſome, As it reſpects Perſons, M 
it obtains a general Reprieve, extenſive to all the Sons of | 


Adam: The Sin of the World was ſo far expiated, that | 


Vengeance was not preſently executed; which muſt. have 
been, had not the Son of God interpoſed himſelf: His being 
ſlain from the Foundation of the World, was the Found | 
tion of the World's ſtanding, and of all the good things 


 awhich the World in general are Partakers of. All that Or- 


der and Ulefulneſs which yet ſurvives among the Creatures, 


With all the Remains of our Primitive State, was preſervd 
(or rather reſtor'd) by Redemption: Chriſt is that Lighth 


which lighteth every one that cometh into the World (); i. e. 


The Light and Bleſſings which any Man hath, he has them 
from Chriſt as a Redeemer ; By him all things conſiſt (J 


Thus far Redemption was General as to Perſons; and in this 
Senſe Chriſt is the Saviour of all Men. But let's not omit, 
that all this had a ſpecial Reſpect to the Church Elect : For 
them it was that the World was made: They are the Sub- 


ſtance of it (; and but for them it-had been diſſolv'd, or 


turn'd into a Lake of Fire. What the Prophet ſpeaks of 
Iſrael, was true of the Univerſe, Except the Lord of Hoſts had 


leſt us a Remnant, we had been as Sodom ( n). As thiſe 
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le) Iſa, 43. 7, 21. (f) Rom. 9. 23. (g) Iſa. 63. 16, 
ch) Ver. 19. (i) Eph. 1. 22. (k) John 1. 9. (I) Cot. I. 17. 
(m) Iſa. 6. 13. (n) Ch. 1. 9. 
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Days of Tribulation were ſbortned for the Elect'f ſake (0); (not 
yet in being) ſo, for them it was, that when Sin came in, 
Deſtruction was warded off. 

But temporary Things. tho' ever ſo great and good, were 
of too low an Alloy to be the Purchaſe of Divine Blood; 
their Line is too ſhort to meaſure Redemption by; and their 
Bulk too narrow to fill up the height and depth of that 
great Abyſs: There mult, by that Glorious Atchievement, 
be ſome nobler Obtainment than ſhort-liv'd Bleſſings; and an 
higher End than to bring Men into a meer Poſſibility of being 
ſaved. 'The Life of the Son of God was iniinitely too pre- 
cious to be given for per1jhing things; nor would it be con- 

ſiſtent with Divine Wiſdom to venture it for an Uncertainty. 

It had been a light thing for Chriſt, and not worthy his ſuf. 

ferings, to raiſe up the Ruins made by Adam to ſuch a De- 

gtee of Reſtorement, as would only have ſet him in his for- 
mer State, anc that upon Terms more unlikely to ſucceed : 

This had been to give a greater Value for things of leſſer Mo- 

nent For it needs mult be a happier State, to be made 

upright, without Byaſs to Evil, than to be moved with all 
manner of Motives, while fetter'd by Unbelief, and a Na- 
tural Bent to revolt further : For notwithſtanding all thoſe 

Motives and Means, not the Majority only, but the Univer- 

ſality of Mankind might have periſhed and gone to Hell; 

which would in no wiſe have anſwer'd God's End in ma- 
king the World, much leſs in redeeming it. *Twas there- 
fore neceſſary, Redemption ſhould have a farther reach than 
to bring Men into a meer Salvable State; and that could not 
be leſs than a State of certain Salvation. And, in Order to 
this, Redemption was general as to Things, even Al that 
pertaineth to Life and Godlineſs; Eternal Life, and what- 
ever conduceth thereto, as will after be made evident, 

And tis is that Redemption we are treating of; and this the 

&*nle of the preſent Poſition, viz. That Redemption thus 

qualified is peculiar to the Church; and that Electij n is the 

Pattern by which Redemption is to be meaſured: The Son can 

a nothing but what he ſees the Father do, John 5. 19. 

To make Redemption larger than Electing Love, is to 
over ay the Foundation; which (all Men know) is a very 
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momentous Error in Building, eſpecially of ſuch a Tower 
whoſe Top mult reach to Heaven. It therefore behoves ug 
| to ſee, that we ſeparate not what God hath conjoin'd, either 
| by ſtretching or {training the Bounds he hath ſet, The 
Line were opinion'd that the irromiſe of the Meſſiab be- 
| ong'd only to them, exclulive to the Gentiles : Others 
ſince, would extend it to 44 the Sons of Men univerſally, 
and alike; not conſidering the Reaſon why the Promiſe was 
made to the J/omar's Seed, and not to Adam's: But the 
Meſſiah himſelf, who belt knew the Line of the Promiſe, and 
| Ed of his Miſſion, exe mpteth none; but extends it to 40 
Nations indifferently; yet ſo as that he reſtrains it to the Ele = 
among them; deſcribing them ſtill by ſuch Appellations as 
import a ſelect Party: They are called his Seed, and the 
Travel of his Soul; with reſpect to whom he ſhould wake his 
Soul an Offering for Sin Þ) : Theſe alſo he terms his Sheep, MW 
and himſelf the good Shepherd, (as he well might) whoſe 
own the Sheep are, and for whem he laid down his Life (q: 
And that he might not be taken to intend thoſe only of the 
Jewiſh Nation, he preſently adds, And other Oheep I have, | 
which are not of this Fold: Them alſo muſt I bring (). The | 
Evangeliſt, expounding the High-Prielt's Prophecy, (That | 
it was expedient one Man ſhould die for the People) delivers it | 
thus; That He ſhould not die for that Nation only, but alſo, | 
that he ſhould gather together in One, the Children of God | that | 
are ſcattered abroad (5) : In Conſequence whereof, they are 
ſaid to be made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt (t), (tho? before 
afar oft); And that he reconciled both, (i. e. Jews and Gentiles, | 
or the Elect ſcattered amongſt both) in oe Body by the 
Croſs (u): And this in purſuance of that bleſſed Comet = 
made with him, for reſtoring the | preſerved] of Iſrael, as 
you find it recorded in ſa. 49. 6. It further appears by [ja. 
53- 6. That they were 4cep | whoſe Iniquities were laid upon 
_ Chrſi: And again, ver. 8. For the Tranſgreſſion of my| People| 
was. he ſtricken, And here let me note, (tor tis very conſi- 
derable) That we read not of any Party of Men termed 
Sheep, the People of Gd, and his Children, in diſtinction from 
Others, but with reſpect to ſome peculiar {ntereſt he hath in | 
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them above others; and what that Intereſt may be, excepting 
Election, doth not appear to us: For thoſe other Sheep were 
not yet called, and therefore not yet Believers, and Sheep on 
that account; but as they were of God's Elect. For, tho 
All Men were loſt, Chriſt was ſent but to the loſt Sheep of 
ie ¶ Houſe of Jjrael] ;-that is thoſe Perſons of the loſt and 
perithing World, whom God hath choſen for his Peculiars, 
as he did the Houſe of Jrael from among the Nations; 
and who in that Reſpect, were a ſpecial Type of the Hiri- 
tual Election. And on this account, the Promiſes of the 
Neu Covenant were made to the Church under ſuch Names 
and Titles as were proper to that People, as diſtinguiſhed 
from other Nations. 5 

In Jſa. 62. we find | Holy] and | Redeemed] applied to the 
ſame Lerſons: Whether it be meant of Electite Holineſs or 
Actual, it comes to One: For, both of them, together with 
Redemption, do refer to the ſame Subject: For, as Actual 
danctitication is the next Fruit and Conſequent of Redem- 
ption; ſo Election is the Root of them both; as ye have it in 
I Pet. I. 2. Elec unto Obedience and ſprinkling of the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt (x). To be Holy, is to be ſacred, ſelected, and 
ſet apart for holy Uſes, by Appointment of God: And 
they were actually ſanctified by the ſprinkling of Blood (): 
In both which Reſpects, the People of 1ſracl, the Taber- 
nacle, Temple, Prieſts, Altars, Oc. are all ſaid to be Holy. 

In Luke 1. 72. God's ſending of Chriſt is ſaid to be, In 
performance of his holy Covenant ; which was firſt proclaim'd 
in Paradiſe, as made with the Woman's Seed (z); and at- _ 
terwards renewed with Abraham (a); and is therefore 

term'd, The Mercy promiſed to Abraham and to his Seed: And 

who are Abraham's Seed? Not the H/rld, but Believers ; 

that is, The Elect: For, Theſe only obtain Faith; Rom. 11.,7. 

And Gal. 3. 29. faith plainly, If je be Chriſt's, then are ve 

Abraham's Seed. We alſo read, That it was a peculiar beo- 

ple that Chriſt gave himſelf for, and purchaſed (b): It de- 
notes ſome ſpecial Propriety he hath in them above others ; 

and fo, a ſpecial Cauſe for his giving himſelf for them. It 
alſo ſeems That | Peculiar and Purchaſed] are ſo nearly allied, 


11 


. = * PV 
. N , — * 


(x) 1 Pet. 1. 2. (y) Heb. 9. 19. (2) Gen. 3. 15, (a) Gen. 
12. 3. (b) Tit. 2. 14. 1 1 3 
14 that. 
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that one Word is uſed to ſignify both, 1 Pet. 2. 9. According 
with this, is that in the 1 Het. 1. 20, where Chrilt is ſaid to 
be verily ſore-ordain d, and manifeſted for thoſe he writes that 
Epiſtle to: That they were Ferſons Elected, is evident by 
the 1 and 2 Verſes; And Elect unto the ſprinkling of his 


Blood: And as they were Elected to it, ſo in the 17 John 


He profeſſes to make it good; For their ſakes (ſays Chriſt) I 
ſanctiſ) my ſelf ; and twice in the 10 John, That He laid 


_ down his Life for the Sheep (c); Which is as excluſive of o- 
thers, as where he ſaith, My Righteouſneſs extends unto the 


Saints; and, He that believeth jhall be ſaved, that is, ſuch, 
and None elle. DI 


It further appears from As 20. 28. That it was the 


[Church] of God he purchaſed with his own Blood. Now, the 


Church and the Mold, are plainly diſtinct, as a Garden 
incloſed is from the Common Fields. That the Church conſiſts 

of Elect Perſons, is proved before; and that it was the 
Church he died for, is prov'd by this Scripture ; As allo, 
from Eph. 5. Where Husbands are required to love their 
Wives, as Chriſt loved the Church, and | gave himſelf for it |(d); 
which ſhews, That as the Husband's Love to his Wife, is ano- 
ther kind of Love, than what he bears to others of the lame | 
Sex: ſo is Chriſt's Love to his Church; and therefore, his 


Death, which was the ſpecial Eflect of that his Love, is pe- 


culiar to the Church only. The Elders about the "Throne 
{ing a New Song to the Lamb, becauſe he edeemed them to 
Ged.by his Blood (e): Among other Reaſons for that Stile 


of Elders, this may be one, That they we: e Choſen from the 


days of Old; and their Names written in his Book of Lije from 


the Foundation of the /orld(f). They are alſo ſaid to be 


redeemed | out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, 
and Nation, Which rationally implies, That the Bulk of 
thoſe People and Nations were not redeemed with them. 
We alſo read, That a certain Number are ſaid to be redeem- 


ed | from the Earth] and | from among Men] (g): If Some 


from among others, it follows of courſe, That thoſe others 
were exempted. (Here note by the Way, That theſe El- 


ders were now in Heaven, above the Clouds of miſconcep- 
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(c) John 10. 11. 7 (d) Eph. 5,25, (e) Rev. 5. 9. (f) ch. 
17. 8. (8) Ch 14. 35 4. 8 | | 
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tion and prejudiced Opinion; and therefore, no Reaſon to 
miſdoubt their Leitimony.) And furthers Theſe Redeemed 


Ones are there allo ſtiled, The fi ft Fruits unto God, and tothe 


Lamb (h); which Appellation inſinuates, that they were ſe- 
parated from the Reit, as the Firſt Fruits under the Law 
were by God himſelf, who took them for his own Porti- 
on (i). T hey are likewiſe ſaid, Jo have the Father's Nume 
written in their Fre heads (; (Election marked them out 
{or Chriſt) And to be written in the Lamb's Book of Life; 
and that as a Lamb ſlain; who on that account ſays to his 
Father, Thine they were and Thou gaveſt them me, John 17.6. 


Where allo, in bis Prayer for thole whoſe Sacrihce he was 
now to offer, he ſtiles them, The Men which the Father had 


given him | out of the W/or1d ;| And in Ver. 10. All mine are 
thine, and thine are mine : i. e. All that were Chriſ?'s in or- 
der to Retlemption, were firſt the Father's by Election: It is 


as if he had ſaid, All that I undertake for are thine Elect ; 
And All thine Elect I undertake for: He therefore recipro- 


cates the 'Terms of Relation, turns them to and acain, to 
ſhew the Sameneſs of the Perſons concerned in th. From 
all which it ſeems undeniably evident, That as a certain 
Number were Elected; ſo a certain Number and "Thoſe the 
very ſame Perſons, were redeemed. _ 


The round and Truth of this Aſſertion, is jurther confirm | 


Fad s 


| ed by ſuch Arguments as theje - 


: * * 6 Ws 


Arg. I. The Levitical Sacritices were offered for the Houſe | 
of Hrael, exemptive of other Nations: And theſe being a 


Type of the Spiritual Election, it follows, that this Sacrifice 
of Chriſt (typitied by Theirs) was alſo peculiar to Jews in 


Fpirit ; or Spiritual Jews : For he only is reckoned a Jew, 


that is ſuch inwardly in the Spirit y). So, Aaron's making 
Atonement for his Houjhold, and bearing the Names of the 
Twelve Tribeson his Breaſt-plate, were Typical of our Great 


High-Prieſt's bearing the Names, and ſuſtaining the Perſons 
of thoſe for whom he otiered himſelf on the Croſs : Of all 
thoſe legal Shadows, Chriſt and the Church of the Firit- 


born, are the Body and Subſtance. 


Arg. II. The Right of Redemption among the Jews, (which 


ſhadowed this) was founded on Bi other hood: Hence infer, 
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(h) Rev, 14. 4. (i) Numb. 3. 13. and 8. 16, Al 
() cb. 13. 8 (m) Rom. 2. 29, 
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(k) Rev. 14. 7. 
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That that Relation (ſpiritually taken) was both the Ground - 
and Limit of Chrilt's Office as a Redeemer. The Apoſtles 
Diſcourſe in Heb. 2. ſeems to point at this; where he ſays, 
They were Brethren, Children, and Sous, whom Chriſt 
ſhould deliver from Bondage, make Reconciliation for their Sins, 
aud bring to Glory. But, how came they to be God's Children 
and Brethren to Chrilt, above others? It was by +: edeſtination; 
and Zhat was it entitled them to Redemption; as is evident 
by comparing the 5 and 7 Verſes of Eph. I. Having | Predeſti- 
nated | us to the Adoption of Clildren by Feſus Chriſt ; In whom 
we have | Redemption] through his Blood. And *tis worthy 
your Notice, That by the Law of Redemption, a Stranger 
(one that was xt of the Brotherhood) might nut be redeem- 
ed; But One that was, though not redeemed, muſt yet go 
free in the Year of Jubilee (2); which ſhews the peculiar 
Reſpect the Lord has for his peculiar People. „„ 
Arg. III. The Saving Benefits of Redemption do not redound 
to any but Elect Le. ſens. Whatever is one where aſcribed 
to Redemption, as the ſpecial Fruit and Conſequent thereof, 
is elſewhere aſcribed ra Election, and to this as the firſt and 
original Root : And, that Redemption itſelf is the Fruit of 
Electing Love, is evident by the 1 Pet. 1. 2. (quoted before) 
Elec unto Obedience and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt. They are alſo ſaid to be bleſſed with all Spiritual 
Bleſſings in Chriſt, according as he had choſen them in him (o): 
And if all Spiritual Bleſſings be diſpenſed by the Law of 
Elefion, then all the ſaving Benefits of Redemption (which 
are the ſame with thoſe of Election) mult be diſpenſed by 
the ſame Rule; and ſo, to the ſame Perſons only. We alſo 
find, that Chrilc's actual Diſtribution of the Gifts he re- 
ceived for Men, is guided anſwerably: He manifeſts the Fu- 
ther's Name to the Men he had given him| out |of the World(p): 
To theſe he expounds that in private, which to others he 
ſpake in Parables : And thus he did, hecauſe to them it was 
gipen to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God ; hut 
to the Multitude it was not given (94); and Election was 
that which gave it them, (as it follows there) For ſo it ſeem- 
ed good in thy fight. Im like Manner, the Apoſtle, in Rom. 8. 
puts Election and Redemption together, as pertaining to the 


"wy (n) Tevit. 2: : 46, 48. with 41. 54. ; (0 Epbeſ, 8 5 | : 
(p) Jobn 17. 0 (q) Maith, 13. 34. 36. ) 3 d 
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ſame Perſons; And Juſtification (which is the next Effect of 
Redemption) he makes alſo an unque:tionable Conſequent of 
Election ; H/ho ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of Gid's Elect? 
It is God that juſtifieth : Who ſpall condemn * It is Chriſt that 
died (r). The Queition being put concerning God's Elect, 
and the Anſwer referring to thoſe for whom Ch iſt dy'd ; is 

a plain Implication, 'That Redemption and Fuſti ficaticn are 
commenſurate with Electiun; that either of them concern- 
eth only the ſume Perſons; and that neither of them extends 

to any, but whom the other alſo taketh in. 1 

Arg. IV. Ihe Price of Redemption was of that precious 
and natchleſs Value, that it could not be parted with, but 
with Reſpect to the Certainty of the End for which it was 
paid, Now, the Eud of Redemption was the Salvation of 
Men: belo7 which there could not be an End worthy the 
Death of Chriſt; and this nothing could ſecure but Election. 
The Elect always have obtain d, and ſhall; This is a Rule 
affirmed in Rom. 11. 7. But for the Reſt, they are blinded ; 
that is, they are left to their own voluntary Miſunderſtand- 
ing; and being ſo left, not only they do not, but they can- 
not believe. And Chriſt knowing from the Beginning who 
they were that believed not, but would certainly reject him, 
to what End ſhould he make his Soul an Offering for them? 
Why for the World of Ungodly, whoſe Spirits were in 

\ Priſon ſome thouſands of Years before? Whom the Lord 

intends to fave alive, he appoints an Atonement to be made 

for them (5s): But for thoſe he intends to deſtroy, (which 
is always done juſtly) he will not accept an Offering (i), and 
therefore not appoint it: AS he did not (under the Law) for 

| thoſe Crimes which Men were to die for. 3 

Arg. V. I confine Redemption to Elect Perſons, becauſe 
Interceſſion. which is of equal Latitude with Redemption, is li- 
mited to them, excluſive to others. The Prieſts under the Law 
| were to pray for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice they offered; And 
what they did, was a Pattern of our Saviour's Prieſtly Office; 

Whom likewiſe we find to ſacrifice al pray, only for the 

ſame Perſons: He is an Advocate for thoſe for whole Sins he 
is a Propitiation (u): Whole Tranſgreſſions he was ſinitten 


» 
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(r) Rom, 8. 33, 34. (8) Numb. 16.46, 47. (t) Fudg, 13. 23. 
(u) I Jobn 2. 1. | NE on 
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for, for them he makes Interceſſion (x) : For their Sakes he 
lanctified himſelf, and for them it was that he made that ſo- 
lemn Prayer in the 17 of John. And he then prayed for 
them, as being juſt then upon offering their Sacrifice : He alſo 
ſhuts out the World exprelly from having any Intereſt in it: 
I pray not for the /orld, but for them which thou haſt given 


me ()). And he adds the Reaſon (the Foundation Reaſon) 


why he would pray for theſe, | For they are thine, | i. e. they 
were the Father's by Election For in all other Reſpects the 
Earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof, Pſal. 24. 1. 

Arg. VI. Another Argument for peculiar Redemption, is 


founded on the Merit of Chrilt's Death, together with its 
+ Efficacy. He was not cut off for himſelf (z), but thoſe he 


undertook for: And it was to procure them a Right to thoſe 
glorious Privileges, which Election ordained them to. Hence 


argue, 1. That which Chriſt laid down his Life for, that he 


merited: And, 2. What he merited, is due to thoſe for whom 
it was merited. Now, the principal Thing intended and 


merited by his Death, was the Juſt:fi:ation of Sinners; and 


that God might be juſt in juſtifying of them (a); and finally, 


that they might have eternal Life (b). If therefore, he 
merited this for A, then Al muſt be juſtify'd and ſaved (c); 


and it cannot jultly be denied to any: For it is their due 


by virtue of a Price: and that Price well worthy of it; 


which alſo was paid to that very End, and this by the Cre- 
ditor's own Appointment; who cannot condemn any for 
whom Chriſt died (d): His Juſtice ſhall not be liable to 
ſuch a Reflection. Whence it may rationally be concluded, 
That if AZ Men. are not 25 d, ſuſtitication doth not 
belong to All; and conſequently. That Chriſt did not give 


himſelf for All. And as for Efficacy; Adam's Tranſgreſſion 


was efficacious on the Will, and whole Man, to deprave; 


ll why not (then) the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to reſtore ; ſince 


the Preheminence, in that very Thing, is given to him? 
Rom. 5. 17. 2 = : 1 
Ax. VII. The Doctſine of ſpecin! and peculiar Redemption is 


further confirm d by thoſe perilous Conſequents which attend 


— 
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(x) Ja. 53. 8, 12. (y) Fohn 17. 9. (z) Dan. 9. 26. (a) 


Boss 3. 26. (b) Job 17. 2. (e Rom. 5. 8, 9, 10. (d) Rom. 
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the Doctrine of General Redemption, as tis commonly held 


forth: For, (I.) It ſeems to ret]ect on the Viſdom of God; 


as imputing to him ſuch a Contrivance for Men's Salvation, 
as was altogether fruſtrable ; which is far from convincing 
the World that Chriſt Crucified is the Hiſdom of God. 
(2.) It alſo ſeems to tax God of Ijuſtice, as not diſcharging 


thoſe who Tranſgreſſions are anſwer'd for by their Surety ; 


or elſe, That the Sufterings of Chriſt were not JR to 
make a Diſcharge dye to them. Or, (3.) It inſi 
ficiency of Power, or want of good Mill, to proſecute his 


Delſięn to Perfection. (g.) It makes Men Boaſters ; ſuſpend- 


ing the Virtue and Succels of all that Chriſt hath done for 
them, upon ſomething to be done by themſelves, which he 
is not the Doer of; and conſequently that Men are Princi- 
als in procuring their own Salvation: And ſo Chriſt ſhall 

| ive but his Thouſands, (in Truth his Nothing) while 
Freedom of Will ſhall have its 'Ten Thouſands to cry up 
the Praiſe of Men : This is not That the Lord alone ſhould 
be exalted. (5.) It would alſo follow, that thoſe who are 


ſaved and gone to Heaven, have nothing more of Chriſt's 
to glory in, and praiſe him for, than thoſe who are periſhed 


and gone to Hell: For, according to the Principles of Ge- 


neral Redemption, he did and doth for al alike; and no 
more for one than for another. (6.) It makes Men pre- 


ſumptuous and carnally ſecure : How many have ſooth'd up 


themſelves in their Impenitency and Hardneſs of Heart, and 


| fenced themſelves againſt the Word upon this very Suppoſi- 
tion, That Chriſt died for all; And why then ſhould not 
they look to be ſaved as well as any other? And ſo they 


lean (pretendedly) on the Lord, and Tranſgreſs; not con- 


ſidering, that thoſe for whom Chriſt died, he purchaſed for 


them a Freedom from Sin, and not a L:berty of Sinning 3 | 


nor Impunity, but upon Terms of Faith and Repentance. 
And that the Tempter diſturbs them not in their Reſt upon 


ſuch a Foundation, may be one Reaſon why Men fo ſifly 
adhere to it; and that zhoſe of the General Principle are ſo 


{eldom troubled with Terrors of Conſcience. 1 
Laſtly, There was yet another Reaſon of Chriſt's dying 
peculiarly for the Elect ; They were his degned Spouſe ; and 


that brought upon him peculiar Engagements ta die for 
them. I. As being his Spouſe, he was chargeable with 
their Debts : They being made under a Law, and he aſſu- 
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ming them into a ſponſal Relation, made himſelf one with 
them, and anſwerable for them : It was, in the Law's Ac- 
count, as well as his own Intent, a making himſelf their 
Sus ety, (Ia.53. 8, 11.) and conſequently in Caſe of Forfei- 
ture, his Life muſt go for theirs. He is therefore ſaid to be 
made under the Law (g), (as they were) and to be made Sin 
for them (h). And being lo, it behoved him to ſuffer (i), 
and it could not be avoided (k) For the Law being Juſt and 
Holy, its Violation muſt be anſwer'd for, either by Frinci- 
pals or Surety : And here it was, that Mercy and Truth, 
Grace and Jultice met tigether; making that due 'Tempera- 
ment which anſwer' d the Ends of both. Grace takes hold 
of him as a Szrety, that the Sinner might go free; and Ju- 
ſtice, as of the moſt reſponſible Party, (for none elſe could 
anſwer the Law's Demands :) And being apprehended, he 
readily yields to make Satisfaction, and ſays to the Law, (as 
once to the Jews, when he was on the Point of Suffering 
for his Spoule) If ye ſeek me, let theſe go their Way (I). 2. A- 
nother Engagement was the Love he bore to them: If poſ- 
ſibly he might have been quit of that Suretyſbip Engagement, 
this of his Live would have held him to it: He could not 
bear to ſee his Beloved faſt-chained (like Slaves) to the De- 
vil's Gallies, and forced to ſerve againſt their natural Lord: 
And this Bondage they could not be freed from, but by 
conquering him whoſe Bond-{laves they were; nor could 
that be done, but by his own Death (u): And this his 
Love conſtrain'd him to (i); for Love (to be ſure his Love) 
is ſtronger than Death (o); and accordingly we find that 
this is {till made the Ground and Motive of his Dying. 
3. As the Contract could not be diſſolved, (for he hates 
putting away) nor his Love taken oft; (for he changeth 
not) ſo neither (as the Caſe ſtood) could He and They co- 
habit and dwell together. Creatures defiled with Sin, were 
not meet Conſorts for the Lord of Glory: Nor could they 
be brought to a Meetneſs, but by being waſhed in his Blood, 
as he ſays to Peter, If I waſh thee not, thou haſt no part with 
me (p). The Church mult be Sancti fed and Cleanſed, with- 


pr 


(88) 644. 4. 4,6. (h) 2 Cor. 5. 21. (i) Luke 24. 46. (k) 485 17.3. 
(1) Jobn 18. 8. (m) Heb. 2. 14. John 12. 31, 33. (n) Eph. 5. 25. 
Rev. 1. 5. Gal. 2. 20. (o) Cant, 8. 6. (p) John 13. 8. 8 
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of Redemption. 131 
Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing (q), before they are 
ps the Preſence of Chrilt in 2 = this could not 
be effected, but by His giving himſelf for them To this, 
therefore, the Spirits of Jult Men made perfect, do aſcribe 
their being in Heaven (7). 1 
Whether they might poſſibly have been ſaved ſome other 
Way is (to me) a needleſs Enquiry: But it ſeems the Im- 
port of our Saviour's own Speech, That if he had not thus 
done, he muſt have been in Heaven without ſuitable Com- 
pany ; where ſpeaking of himſelf, he ſays, Except a Corn of 
Meat fall into the Ground and die, it abideth alone (s): But 
it was not good that the Man ſhould be alone; no, not the 
Man n It was therefore ordained, that he ſhould 
have a Seed to ſerve him; a Church to preſide over; in the 
midſt 9888 he ſhould fing Praiſe to his Father (t); who 
are alſo called his Felows (u) But his Blood muſt be the 
Seed of that Church (x), the Price of their Redemption (Y; 
the Laver of their Regeneration (z). And ſo dear is the 
Church to Chrilt, ar 8 thinks himſelf not compleat with- 
out them (a) : It was one of his laſt Requeſts before he dy'd, 
That they might be with him (C). And if the Body muſt 
be with its Head, the Holie(®of Holies muſt be their Man-. _ 
{ion : But ſuch is that Place's Holineſs, as not to admit them 
without a perfect Purity; nor could they, if not ſo purified, 
bear the Holineſs of the Place. All which conſidered toge- 
ther, ſhew ſuch a Reaſon of Chriſt's dying, for the Elect, 
as was not Predicable of other Men. 5 
For the reſt of the World, they were given as Hand- 
maids to his Spouſe : By virtue of which Donation, they 
alſo are his; He is Head over all to the Church (c) : They 
are his, but not as his Spouſe; as Sodom's Daughters and 
Samaria's were to Jeruſalem; but nut by her Covenant d). 
His Relation to them was not ſuch as to make him reſpon- 
{ible for their Defaults, or to oblige him for their 5 | 
Howbeit, the Price wherewith he ranſomed his Spouſe, 
took in her Hand-maids alſo; as Abraham's reſcuing his 
Brother Lot, brought back the Sodomites with him. All the 
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(q) Eph. 5. 26. (r) Rev 5. 9. (s) John 12.24. (t Heb. 2. 12. 
(u) Heb, 1. 9. (x) Iſa. 53. 10. (v) Rev. 5. 9. (z) Eph. 5. 26. 
(2) Eph, 1. 23. (b) Jobn 17. 24. (c) Eph. 1. 22. (d) Exel. 16 61. 


Benefits 


PE 132 A Practical Diſcourſe | 
Benefits the World have by Redemption, they may thank 
the Church for, next unto Chriſt himſelf; for they have i 


upon her Account, as the Sodurz:tes theirs upon Lot s. And, 
to ſpeak freely, the Spouſe of Chriit could not well have 


been without her Hand-maids : We little think what Ser. 


vice the World does for the Church; albeit, that becauſe 
they intend not fo, they are not rewardable for it (e). I 
| ſhall only add our Saviour's own Aflertion in that 17 John, 
Where ſpeaking of thoſe his Father had given him, that he 
might give them eternal Life, he ſaith exprelly, "That for 
[ their | ſakes he ſancti fed himſelf (J): Which was to fay, 


in effect, That had it not been for hem, he had not ſtirr'd. 


out of Heaven for the 7. 


I ſhould now come tu the Inferences But finding this 


Doctrine as mych oppos'd as that of Election; obſerving 
allo a great Pröneneſs in Men to embrace the Notion of 


General and Conditional Redemption, (which proceeds, part- 
ly, from Nature's Inability to diſcern a Reaſon why one 


ſhould be redeemed, and not another; partly, for that it is 


grateful to lapſed Creatures to fancy themſelves Active in 


their own Recovery; partly alſo, from an aptneſs to catch 


at any thing that but ſeems to give quiet under Convicti- 


ons :) I hope it ſhall not be Time loſt to weigh their Ex- 
ceptions and our Reply together: In the doing of which, 
I ſhall not anſwer every Text that is made to ſerve in that 
Cauſe; the Senſe they give of ſome, being evicted, may 
ſerve for many. . 


Obj. In Rom. F. 18. The Reſtauration by Chriſt is made as 


large and extenſive as Adam's Jin. 


Anſw. The Compariſon there ſtated is not put Extenſive- 
Ys as reſpecting the Objects of Sin and Grace; but Intenfive- 
Y, 
b 


as reſpecting the ditterent Efficacy of the ſeveral Means 


y which thoſe contrary Eftects were produced: The Apo- 


ſtle, therefore, to obviate ſuch Objections, reſtrains it in 


L. 15. But, not as the Offence, ſo alſo is the Free Gift : d. d. 


'The Free Gift of Righteouſneſs and Liſe doth not extend 
to Mankind Univerſally and Efficaciouſly, as Sin and Death 
did: And he adds a Reaſon to it; For if through the Offence 
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e Redemption. 12> 
Gift by Grace hath | abounded| unto m ) Which is as 
if fe had ſaid, If the Pas Ut 1 in All, as the 
Oftence did, then All ſhould have been ſaved; for that, 
Grace hath abounded more than the Offence : Wick ſyper- 
abounding of Grace, mult be meant of the prevalent HNeacy 
of Grace; (for, as to the Objects of it, it could not take in 
more than All:) And therefore, thoſe towards whom it 
hath ſo abounded, ſhall ſurely partake of the Benefits of it. 
And further, that the Word Al might not be taken Uni- 
verſally, he preſently varies the Term of Comprehenſion, 
and renders that A] by | Many :] As by One Man's Diſ- 
obedience many were made Sinners, fo by the Obedience of One 
ſhall many be made Righteous, Rom. 5. 19. As All in Adam 
died, fo All in Chriſt ſhall be made alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. 
Obj. But Redemption is often ſet forth in Terms importing 
_ Univerſality, viz. That Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
All; that he takes away the Sin of the World; and is the 
 Pripitiation for the Sins of the whole World, 1 Tim. 2. 6. 
3 1. 29. I John 2. 2. which we cannot but take in a 
_ Auſw. Both ſacred Writ and common Diſcourſe do fre- 
quently ſpeak in General Terms, when nothing is leſs in- 
tended by it than Univerſality, John 4. 29. Come, ſee 4 
| Mar that told me | All] things that ever I did! When it was 
but. how many Husbands ſhe had had, and that her preſent 
was not ſo. 1 Cor. 10. 33. Paul is {aid to pleaſe AY Men 
in all things; whenas (in Fact) he pleaſed but few in an 
thing, and in all things next to none. Col. 1. G. The Gol- 
pel is ſaid, To be come into all the World, and to bring forth 
Fruit as it did in them; when yet it was but a Corner of the 
World, and but few | very few] in whom it brought forth 
as in them: (Examples are endleſs.) *Tis therefore to be 
noted, That where thoſe General (or rather Jade finite) 
Terms are uſed about Redemption, tis moſtly to ſhew that 
the Church of God (which Chriſt was to gather in) was 
not confined to the Otispring of any particular Head; nor 
conſiſted of any ſeparate Sort or Rank of Perſons, excluſive 
to others; but ſome of every Kindred and Nation under 
Heaven; Clafiis and Degree among Men : The Chyrch of 
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138 A Practical Diſcourſe 
God takes in of All, and fo doth Redemption; however dif. 
ferent in other reſpects, they are all one in Chriſt (i). And 
where this is not the Scope, there the Perſons concerned 
are deſcribed by a narrewer Liſt ; as, That he gave his Life 
a Ranſom for many (; and that he was once offered to 
bear the Sins of many (I); that he laid down his Life for 
the Sheep (m); that they are redeemed from the Earth, and 
from among Men (n), and out of every Kindred, Tongue, Peo- 
ple and Nation (o). That in Timothy (Who gave himſelf a 
Ranſom for Al,) gives the Objection no Support; for [Al 
in the 6 ver. mult intend the ſame as [Al] in the 1 ver, 
which the Text itſelf expounds to be Kings and Men in 
Authority. As for [World] it hath many and various Ac- 
ceptions in Scripture : It is not always meant of Men; and 
of Men, it ſeldom intends the Untverſality ; yea, it is often 
meant of a very few, in Compariſon of the whole: It would, 
therefore, be unanſwerable Raſhneſs to limit ſo indefinite a 
Term to any particular Conſtruction ; as, in part, is ſeen 
by the following Inſtances: It ſometimes intends the Vlace 
of Mens Habitation here on Earth (); the Time and State 

of Things, after the Diſſolution of the preſent Frame ( ): 
the Extent and Compaſs of the Roman Empire (7); & 
Religion and Manners of the World (5); the Troubles 
which in this World do attend the Diſciples of Chrilt (t); 
the Splendor, Wealth, Honour, or whatever elſe is taking 
with the Hearts of Men (u); to ſet forth the Greatneſs of 
| ſomething that cannot well be expreſs'd (x); for the Gen- 
tiles in diſtinction from the Fews ()); for the numerous In- 
creaſe of ſome particular Party (2). More might be cited, 
but theſe may ſuffice, to ſkew how much it behoves to con- 
ſider well the Scope and Context of Scripture, and not to be 

led by the Pecal Sound of Words. 55 op 
There are yet two other Interpretations, which come 
nearer the Matter in-hand : One is that which takes in the 
whole Party of Wicked Men alone and by themſelves; as 
where tis ſaid, The Saints ſhall judge the NMorid (a), it mult 


. 
—_—. 


(i) Gal. 3. 28. (k) Mat. 20. 28. and 26. 28. (I) Heb. 9. 28. 
(m) John 10. 15. (n) Rev. 14. 3, 4. (0) Ch. 5. 9. (p) Nah. 
1. 5. (q) Luke 20. 35. (r) Cb. 2. 1. (s) Acts 17. 6. (t) Jobn 
16. 33. (u) Gal. 6. 14. (x) John 21. 25. (Rom. 11. 12. 
(2) John 12. 19. (a) 1 Cor. 6, 2. | 5 : 
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be meant of the World of Ungodly, for the Saints ſhall not 
judge one another: So, Al the World wondered after the 
Beaſt, and worſbipped the Dragon (b). This, alſo muſt in- 
tend the Herd of Idolaters, exemptive to thoſe who follow- 
ed the Lamb (c). It is alſo ſaid, That the whole World lieth 
in Wickedneſs (d): Here ye have the very Words, and alike 

connex d, as in the Place objected; which therefore may as 
well be ſuppoſed of the ſame Comprehenſion; and yet it 
may not be underſtood of Mankind Univerſally, but ſuch 
of them as are under the Power and Conduct of Satan, 
which the Saints are not, and therefore are no part of the 
World, or whole World, there intended. The other Inter- 
pretation of the Word ſeems couch'd in the Places objected, 
where Chriſt is ſaid to take away the Sin of the World, and 
to be a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World: For, 
Why may not the Word be taken in a reſtrict and limited 
Senſe here, as in the Places forequoted ? If by ¶Morld] is 
ſometimes meant the World of Ungodly, as ſeparated from 
the Saints; by like Reaſon (at other times) it may be bl 
meant of the World of Saints, as ſeparated from the Wicked, "il 
eſpecially when nothing in the Scope or Context contradicts 
it. And what then ſhould hinder, but that (El in the 


Places objected, may be ſetly intended of the | Elec | exclu- 
five to others; as the | World that lies in Wickedneſs] is of 
thoſe others excluſive to the Elect? To be ſure there can 
be no peril in ſo underſtanding it; for we know that Chriſt 
is the Propitiation for their Sins: But to affirm it of the Bulk 
of Mankind, hath many unruly and unworthy Conſequents 
attending it, ſome of which are ſhewn before. But what 
World was it that Chriſt would not pray for? It could not 
be that for which he died, for the Prieſt was bound to pray 
for thoſe he offer'd for: It muſt then be another; and then 
"twill follow that there are two: 1. A leſſer, which conſiſts 
of a ſelec} Party, and was taken out of the World Univer- 
ſal, as the Iſcaelitiſb Nation was out of the Egyptian (e); 
or as the Chriſtian Church (at firſt) was out of the Jeu- 
i (F). Theſe our Saviour tiles the Men which his Father 
gave him [out of the World] (g) : For Theſe it was that he 
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140 A Practical Diſcourſe 
ſanctiſied himſelf, i. e. ſet himſelf apart to ſuffer for them, and 
for Theſe he prayed : And of Thefe is made up that World 
whole Sin he taketh away, and for whoſe Sins (even of the 
whole of them) he is the Proprtiation. Thele are the Men 
that ſhall be counted worthy of the Morld to tome (h); and 
They are as properly term'd a World, as that Bleſſed State 
and Place of Glory they ſhall be taken into; or as the 
Duellers upon Earth are denominated a World from the 
Place of their Habitation (2). 2. There is alfo a World of 
Ungodly, from among whom that fer World was taken and 
rated (); of whom it is faid, The Devil is their God (1), 
and that their Names are [not] in the Lamt”s Book of Life 
(n); but, thc [whote\| of it lieth in Miledneſs (n) And 
this is that World for whom Chriſt proſeſſedly fays, He did 
not pray; ſurely then, He world not make his Soul an Offe- 
ring for ¶ their] Sins. e 1 

But becauſe lo great Strefs is laid on the literal Senſe of 
the Word, let us ſcan a little further this World whoſe Sin 
is taken away. I think it cannot intend the Univerſality 
of Mankind; becauſe, though the World in general be 
concern'd in Redemption, thoſe general Concerns are toe 
light to ballance the Weight of the Text: Temporary things 
could in no wiſe anſwer the End and Worth of Eternal Re- 
demption; which being the moſt tremendous Act that ever 
the Sun hath ſeen, or ſhall, the Effects thereof muſt be an- 
ſwerably Great and Glorious; and conſequently it muſt 
peculiarly reſpect the Elect, for it ſuits adequately to none 
elſe. To make out this, let us enquire, what that n of the 
IVorld] is, and what the Import of | Taking away. | (o) For 
the firſt : It is either ſome oze grand Tranſgreſſion, or the 
whole Body of Sins together: If a particular Sin, it muſt be 
Unbelief; for that was the firſt, and Parent to all the reſt: 
And *tis thus marked out | the] or | that] Sin of the World; 
I. Becauſe it was the Sin of the Whole, both Jews and Ge 

tiles. 2. It gave Entrance to all other Sins; they ſprang 
from it as their Root. And, 3. It is the Condemning Sin; 

No Man periſheth but for Unbelief; Where the Golpel is 
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ch) Luke 20. 37. (i) Rom. 13. 3, 4, 8. (k) John 15. 19. 
and Ch, 17. 6. (1) 2 Cor. 4. 4. (m) Rev. 13. 8. (n) 1 Fob® 
5. 19. (0) Pſalm 103, 12, e : 1 


ef Redemption. 141 
not, they periſh for not Believing in Cod; and where it is, 
for not Believing in Chriſt. Or if it be meant of all Sins 
univerſally, then the Text conſiders them as put together, 
and taken away at once, as if but oH. But be it Unbelief 
fingly and ſpecially, or the whole Body of Sins conjunct, it 
comes to one ; for Unbelief is a Member of that Body, and 
a Capital one; and ſo That be taken away, it matters not, 
This World is ſafe: The Reaſon is, that Chriſt, in ſaving from 
Unbelief, ſaves from All: For as Faith is a Complex of Gra- 
ces, {0 is Unbelief of Sins; Take away this, and the Gulph 
is ſhot, all other Sins diſappear; there's an End of them, 
both as to Guilt and Prevalency : He that believes ſhall be 
ſaved. For the ſecond, touching the Import of ¶ Taking 
away | 1. The putting of it in the preſent Tenſe, implies 
a conſtant and continued Act, (till purſuing the fame End; it 
alſo imports a perfect Act; not a partial taking away, or 
fruſtrable Endeavour ; but compleat and certain, as a Man 
takes away Dung until it be all gone. 2. That Chriſt alone, 
and by himſelf performs this Wark. 3. That he takes away 
Sin as a Lamb ſtain ; not for himſelf, (for he was without 
| ſpot) but for thoſe whoſe Surety he was. And 4. As the 
Lamb of God; a Lamb of God's own providing, to fave the 
Lives of his Iſaacs. This Taking away is no leſs than a total 


removing of Sin, a ſetting it at the utmoſt diſtance; and 


placing it in the Land of Fh, getfulneſs (p). And further, to 
aſſure of its utter Abolition, this taking away is termed De- 


ſtruction, the Crucifying of the old Man | Sing the Enmity, 


and Deſtroying the Body of Sin (q) : This was that Work of 
the Devil, which the Son of God came to deſtroy; and de- 
ſtroy'd it he hath, by Nailing it to his Croſs (r). The Blood 


of the Lamb hath ſo overcome, that there needs no more 
Sacrifice for Sin; nor any thing exteriour to it{elf, to make 


its Redemption eternal. And to have Sin thus taken away, 
cannot be ſaid of the World univerſally ; the Reaſon's plain, 
becauſe Sin being gone, nothing remains to charge the Wor If 


with. But nothing's more evident, than that the Genera- 


lity of Men lie plung'd in Sin, and are Bond- ſlaves of Cor- 


ruption to the laſt: It muſt therefore be azother World (or 


— — — — oe ——_—can_n_—_ 
ä - —_ | a | 


(p) Fer. 31. 34. (q) Eph. 2.16 Rom. 6. 6, (x) Col. 2. 
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142 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Tribe) to whom this great Bleſſing muſt be aſſigned, and of 
whom verified: And ſince there is but one more (who are 
called God's Elect) I conclude, that they are the Men, and 
the World intended in the Text: For, we know that [the] 
are of God; and that the | whole H/orld| beſides, lies in 
Wickedneſs (s ). 
Obj. But, if ſome only are redeemed, and thoſe but Few in 
Compariſon : Then all Ground of Believing is taken away from 
the moſt of Men. * 0 
 Anſw. 1. That Chriſt did not die for Al, hinders none 
from Believing, any more than that nany of thoſe he died 
for are not ſaved : Or that becauſe one only can win the 
Prize, hinders others from Running. Nay, To teach (as 
they do) That Chriſt died for Al, and that yet the Genera- 
tity of Men ſhall die in their Sins, and periſh for ever; is a 
greater Impediment to Believing, than that he died only for 
ſome ; and that every ene of that ſome ſhall certainly be ſav'd. 
2. If we judge of Trees by their Fruit, we ſhall find, that 
the Generality of Men, (ſuch as reckon the Matters of Re- 
ligion worth ſpeaking of) hold ſtiff for the General Point; 
which ſhews, that that Notion has no great Influence to- 
wards the working of Faith: If it had, the Number of Con- 
verts would not be ſo thin. It is alſo found, That the Ge- 
nerality of carnal Men, and ſuch as hate to be reformed, 
are the greateſt Deſpiſers of Peculiar Redemption, as well 
as of Election. 3. To make Faith an Evidence of a Man's 
Intereſt in Redemption, puts by the Claim of Unbelievers, 
as much as if it were a Condition. 4. He that will know his 
own particular Redemption before he will believe, begins at 
the wrong End of his Work: and is very unlikely to come 
that way to the Knowledge of it. The firſt Act of Faith is 
not, That Chriſt died for AY, or for you in particular: The 
one is not true; the cther not certain to you, nor can, till 
after you have believed. He that would live, muſt ſubmit 
(% Mercy, with | Peradventure] he will ſave me alive. 5. Any 
Man that owns himſelf a Sinner, hath as fair a ground for 
his Faith, as any in the World that hat not yet believed: 
3a as any Believer had before he believed: Nor may an) 
Perſon, upon any Account, exclude himſelf from Redem- 
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| of Redemption. * 
ption; unleſs by his obſtinate and reſolv'd Continuance in 
Unbelief, he hath mark'd out himſelf. 
There ate Realons enough, and of greateſt weight, to in- 
duce Men to believe, without laying Gene, al Redemption for 
the ground of their Faith: As(1.) That faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, 'Ihat Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
World to fave Sinnes (a); and ſuch are you. (2.) That he 
gave his Life a Ranſom for many b); and you may be of that 
Number, as well as any other. (3.) That thole he died for, 
' ſhall be juſtify'd upon their Believing (c), and ſhall have 
Faith alſo, upon their ſeeking for it, as a part of his Pur- _ 
chaſe, and given on his Behalf (d). (4.) That to believe on 
his Son, is the Will and Commandment of the Everlaſt- 
ing God e, whom we ought to obey, though fo it 
were that Salvation were not concern'd in it. 5. Thoſe 
many Faithful Promijes, aſſuring Salvation to them that 
believe (F). Laſtly, The Remedileſs Danger of Unbe- 
lief (g). And if ſuch Conſiderations as theſe will not pre- 
vail with you to believe; the Notions of General Redem- 
ption, together with the general Succeſsleſneſs of it will 
never do it. 3 : ns 
Obj. TheExtending of Redemption to the hole Race of Man- 
kind, tends to magurfy the Grace of Chriſt; but confining it 
to a Remnant, is a leſſening of it bo | 
Anſcu. It no more diſparages the Grace of Chriſt, to die 
peculiarly for that Remnant, than his chuſing a fingle Na- 
tion, and feweſt in Number out of the Univerſe; and giving 
them Laws that tended to Life; while he ſuffered all be- 
fides to run wild, in the broad Way, which inevitably leads 
to Deſtruction. And as for Redemption made general, 
with Conditions annex'd ; it is ſo far from magnifying the 
Grace of Chriſt, that it plainly contradicts it: For, if He 
knew from the Beginning who they were that believed not, 
nor would ever believe; it would rather have argued a De- 
gree of Grace and Favour, not to die for them; than that 
their Sin and Condemnation ſhould be thereby ſo greatly 
aggravated : As it had been better for ſome they had never 
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(la) 2 Tim. 1. = (b) Matth. 20. 28. (e) Rom. 5. 9. 
Id) Phil, 1. 29. (e) Rom. 16. 26. 1 John 3. 23. (f] John 3. 
| I6, 36. and ch. 6. 47. (8) Mark 16. 16. Jo hn 8. 24. . 
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144 A Practical Diſcourſe 
| known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than to depart from it, 
2 Pet. 2. 21. 

Obj. This leaves the moſt of Men without Remedy. 

Anſu. The Fallen Angels were higher than we, yet have 
no Cauſe to complain, that no Mediator was appointed for 
them; and if any be left remedileſs, the Fault's their own : 
For, if Freedom of Will, as zow it is, impowers Men to 
make a Remedy (ſcil. by Acceptance and Application) much 
more, as it was, it might have kept them, if they would, 
from needing a Remedy. You'll ſay, perhaps, (as ſome do | 
Why were Men left to this Freedom of Will, if foreſeen thus 
to uſe it? Nay rather, why do Men, after ſo woful an Ex- 
periment, chuſe to be ſo left? They have their Option; let 

them look to it. VVV 5 

And ſo I leave their Objections: For I heartily wiſh, 
both for the Truth's ſake, and for Peace ; to ſee theſe Con- 
teſts buried, rather than agitated, leſt they eat out the Life 
of Religion. (They breath im a healthleſs Air, who make 
them their Element.) And I verily think, that if the con- 
troverted Texts were duly weighed ; (that is, if ſpiritual 
things were compared with ſpiritual, and fleſhly Conſulta- 
tions ſet aſide) the preſent Differences would quickly be com- 
pos'd, being moſtly fomented by a looſe and luxuriant Way 

of Philoſophizing in Divinity; and by holding to Words of 
an indefinite Signification, more than the Scope and Con- 
tek. | = 


Inferences. 


Infer. I. Upon what hath been ſaid of the Vork and Ends = 

of Redemption, I would turn (a while) to thoſe of the 
General Point; I mean not ſuch as are Men profeſſing God- 
lineſs, (too many of which are yet leaven'd with it) but 
thoſe very ſordid and diſingenuous Spirits, who pretend to 
| a General Ranſom, (covering themſelves with the Shadow 
ot it) and yet f{tuoy nothing leſs than to anſwer its Ends: 
Who dream of Redemption from Hell; but, for Redempti- 
on from Sin, it comes not into their Mind: They contend, 
that Chriſt died for A; and yet, carry it, as if he died for 

| none; atleaſt, not for them: For they have no Mark or 
| = Tincure of ſuch a Redemption upon them; but remain evi- 
| dently Boudſlat es of Corruption. Can you think, that the 


Son 
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don of God died for you, while you deſpiſe a living to him, 
hate them that love him, oppoſe whatever is dear to him, 
and perſecute to the Death, (if your Line would reach it) 
thoſe that have any ſpecial Mark of Redemption upon them? 
Did he make his Soul an Ottering for Sin, to procure Men a 
Liberty of Sinning ? Or, was Chriſt crucified, that the Body 
of Sin might remain unmortified; yea, get Ground, and be 
the more ratnpant upon't? Is this your Kindneſs to your 
Friend, to be ſo in Love with his Enemies, (the Spear and 
the Nails that pierced him) that you'll ſpend and be ſpent 
for the Service of your Luſts? He died, that thoſe he died 
for might live: Live, to whom? Not to themſelves, but to 
him that died for them : And did you really believe that he 
died for you, you could not but ſo judge; his Love would 
conſtrain you. Redeemed Ones are the Lord's. Freemen ; 
and you are free to nothing but the Devil and Sin. Is this 
the Badge of your Freedom? The Cognifance by which 
the Subjects of Chriſt are known from Rebels? No, 'tis 
the Rebels Brand, and you'll find it at laſt, This is that 
will aggravate your Condemnation, and make it a Condem- 
nation to Purpoſe, thus to deny the Lord that bought you: 
| You are Haters of God, and he'll make you to feel it: Wrath 
will come upon you to the uttermoſt. If God ſpared not 
| his own Son, who had no Sin (but by Imputation) how ſhall 
he ſpare you that are nothing elſe but Sin ? He that deſpiſed 
Moſes's Law died without {/{ercy : Of how much ſorer Puniſhment 
ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God: and counted that Blocd which (which you pretend to 
believe) was ſhed for your Redemption, an unholy thing, Heb.10. 
28, 29. The Wrath of the Lamb is dreadful ! He'll tear you 
in pieces, and none {hall deliver you. Bethink your elf, 
therefore in time: Conſider how you ſhall bear that Weight 
of Wrath which the Son of God ſunk under ! There is yet 
Hope concerning this thing ; and if ye have any mind to 
elcape, delay it not: I je will enquire, enquire to purpoſe ; 
Return and come. 5 . 
Infer. II. The Doctrine of peculiar Redemption may not be 
taken to diſcourage or weaken the Hopes of any, in their 
coming to Chriſt for Salvation; any more than that Many 
Hall ſeek, and ſhall not be able to enter, ſhould keep Men from 
riving : But, on the contrary, (which alſo was Chriſt's 
Intent in telling us ſo) it ſhould quicken our Diligence and 


1 Speed 
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Speed in going to him, leſt the Door ſhould be ſhut; which 
is cerainly ohen while he calls. Suppoſe the worſt : Suy- 
poſe (I ſay) that your Intereſt in Redemption were only az 
it is general, i. e. for temporal Mercies, even that deſerves 
all you can do, and more, What criminal is it, that lying at 
his Prince's Mercy, would not think himſelf oblig'd to ſpend 
the Time of his Reprievement in his Prince's Service; eſpe- 
cially conſidering, that even that Service ſhall have its Re- 
ward? But why will you ſhut out your ſelf? No Man is 
Namely exempted ; and for any to exclude himſelf, is to fin 
againſt his own Soul; and to be a fecond time guilty of de- 
ſtroying himſelf. Put it upon the Trial: You can loſe - 
thing by venturing ; but Al without. Who can tell, but 
jour Name may be written on the High-Prielt's Breaſt- plate; 
as well as Reuben's or Fudah's ? Beſides, you have no way 
to prove it, but by going to ſee; which never any, in 
good earneſt, did, but they found it ſo. _ h 
Infer. III. From what hath been ſaid of Redemption, as 
peculiar to the Elect, with the plauſible Shews brought againſt 
it; I infer, The important Necellity of Trying the Spirits, 
and the Doctrines they bring, whether they be of God. A 
plauſible Outſide, and fair Shew in the Fleſh, are no Argu- 
ment of Truth in the Bottom: Takingneſs with Nature, 
ſhould render things ſuſpicious to us, rather than approved. 
Our beſt Rule of Judgment in this Caſe, is that of our Savi- 
our, The Tree is known by its Fruits. And if by this we mea: 
ſure the General Point, it will be found wanting in what it 
pretends to, and not a little reprovable: For, 1. Inſtead of | 
magnifying the Grace of Chriſt, and Merit of his Sufterings, 
it does, in ettect, nullify both: It makes Redemption gene- 
ral, as to Pe:ſons, but not as to Things: It redeems the 
whole of Mankind from part of their Bondage, but 10 part 
of them from the whole : Or upon ſuch a Condition as no 
Man in Nature is able to perform: Which is too defective to 
be the Device of ſoveraign Wiſdom and Grace. That can- 
not be called a Catholicon, or General Remedy, That ſufters 
it ſelf to be generally worſted by the Diſeaſe ; Nor that a 
Perfect Redemption which leaves {till under Bondage. | 
doubt not at all, that the Blood of the Son of God in our 
Nature, is of infinite Merit ; but withal, that it is of like 
infinite Virtue and Efficacy, and will for ever operate ac. 
cordingly. But, if the Succeſs and ſaving Effects thee 
—— N f d[610! 
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ſnouid depend upon ſomething to be done by Men, which 
Redemption it ſelf doth not inveſt them with; then will 
Men come in for a Share with Chriſt, in the Glory of their 
Salvation: yea, in this Caſe, any Addition of humane Abi- 
lity, annihilates the Grace of Chriſt (H): Whereas, to depend 
upon Chriſt for Sanctification as well as Righteouſneſs; to 
expect from him a Power to repent and believe, as well as 
Acceptance upon your Believing ; gives him his true Honour, 
as entitling him to the whole of your Salvation; which is 
indeed, his proper Due, and due to him alone. And this 
may be a main Reaſon, why Men profeſſing the Name of 
Chriſt, are ſo generally Strangers to Faith and Holineſs : 
They do not {eek it at the Hands of Chriſt (i), as a part 
of his Purchaſe; but rely on their own Ability. 2. Inſtead 
of laying a Foundation for Faith, and a Help to Believing ; 
the General Doctrine muzzles the Soul in its Unbelief, upon 
a Preſumption of Power in himſelf to Believe when he 
will. We little think how much Preſumption and carnal 

Security derive from this Root; whereas peculiar Redempti- 
on in the Vigour and Latitude of it, (viz. as procuring for us 
a Right to Faith and Holineſs, with the Spirit of Chriſt to 
work them effectually in us;) is far greater Encouragement 
to apply our ſelves to Chriſt for them, as a Part of his Pur- 
chaſe (k); and that without which we cannot partake of the 
other Benefits of his Death. And I cannot but think, that 
any Man in his right Mind (1), (upon a due Enquiry, and 
thorow conſidering the Matter) would rather depend upon 
ſuch a Redemption as redeems from all Iniquity ; though 
the Perſons concern'd in that Redemption be but few ;) than 
on that which is ſuppoſed to redeem All univerſally, upon 
Condition of Faith and Repentance ; but does not redeem 
from Impenitency and Unbelief. In that Redempticn let my 
Part be, that ſaves from Sin, that ſlays the Enmity, that re- 
conciles to God effeftually, that makes an End of Sin, and 
brings in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, that does not only bring 
into a ſalvable State Conditionally ; but works alſo and main- 


tains thoſe Conditions and Qualifications that have Salvati- 
on at the End of them. | 


ACC 


ad Gal. 5. 2. (i) John 5 10. (k) Phil. 1. 29. (I) Luke 
8. 35. | | x | = 
Infer. 


in, his Love, and be willing he ſhould ſave you freely; and 
5 55 
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Inſer. IV. If Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom for the Elect, 
then is Redemption allo of Grace, and Free as Election itſelf. 
which beſpeaks both our thankful Remembrance, and all 
Self-denial. There's a great Aptneſs to forget our Original; 
to pay Tribute where tis not due, and to withhold it where 
it is. *T'was needful Counſel of Old, and no leſs at this 
Day; Ie that follow ajter Righteouſneſs, look to the Rock whence 
you were heum, Ila. 51. 1. Your Redeemer firſt brought 
you out of nothing; and when you had ſold your ſelves for 
nought, he himlelt became your Ranſom, tho? he needed 
you not : See therefore, that ye aſcribe. all to his Love, 


It was not any Betterneſs of yours that gave you Preference 


in Redemption, nor was it your ingenuous Compliance that 
made Redemption effettual to you; (thoſe are ſlight Preten- 
ces:) Had not your Redeemer bought you from your ſelf, 
releaſed you from your imaginary Freedom, and ſaved you 
from Unbeliej, you had never known what this Redemption 


had meant, nor what it is to be Free indeed. No, it was 
purely your Redeemer's Love: He valued you as being his 


Father's G:jt; and as given to be one with himlelf; He 


therefore loved you, aud gave himſelf for you. When you 
were in your Blood, and no Eye pitied you; (no not your 
own) then was the Lime of his Love: Even then he ac- 


cepted the Motion made by is Father and yours, and ſigned 


the Contract. He kne both your Weight and your Worth; 


your natural Unttnels for him, and Averſeneſs to the 


Match: He alſo knew what it muſt coſt him to make you 
both meet and willing; and that it was ſo ſtupendious a Work, 


that all the Hoſts of Heaven would have broke under. He 


further knew, that after all he ſhould do and ſufier for you, 


you could not advantage him in the leaſt ; only he ſhould 


bave the Satisfaction to have made you happy againſt your 


u enewed Will; and yet he declin'd it not: He came /eap- 
ing upon the Mountains, and skipping over the Hills, (of 


Death and Difficulties) as longing for, and delighting to be 


in that Work: He was ſtreightned till it was accomplithed; 
ſuch was the Intenſeneſs of his Love to you! And a great 


deal ado he had with your Wills before you were brought 


to be willing. And for all this, he only expects you will 


carry it worthy of ſo great a Lover, and ſuch Manner of 
Love: Which is (in Eftecr), but to accept of, and continue 


dun this Love of His, as the immediate Fountain whence 
r Happineſs is derived. ; : 

ufer. V. Since your Propriety in Redemption is founded 
in Electing Love, give all diligence to make your Election 
re ; Spare not for Pains; its Fruit will be worth all the 
Labour and Coſt you can lay out upon it ; if clear in this 
Point, the whole Body will be full of Light. And among 
other Evidences of Election, review the Marks ſpecified be- 
fore under that Head, Make out alſo your Intereſt in Re- 
demption, by walking worthy of Redeeming Love; which 
cannot be, but by doing and being ſomething more than o- 
_ thers; ſome ſingular Thing muſt warrant your Claim to that 
 fingular Privilege : Hold forth, therefore, in your Life, the 
Effects of your Union with Chriſt in his Death Let the 
Scope of Redemption be the Scope of your Converſation. 
You have no ſuch Way (if I may ſo ſpeak) to gratitie your 
Redeemer, as by letting him fee of the Travel of his Soul: 
A thorough Newnels of Life, with a total devoting your 
ſelf to God, will illuſtrate Redemption not a little, and pro- 
claim convincingly both its Merit and Efficacy. It will alſo 
be a good Office done to your ſelves, as an Evidence cf 
your ſpecial Concern in Redemption; and much more vin- 
dicate your Chriſtianity, than formal Profeſſion, or eager 

. Conteſts. And in order to this, 1. Determine to know 
nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified : Count all 
Things elſe not worth your knowing ; for, in Truth, all 
Knowledge elſe will come to nothing. Let all, therefore, 
be loſs and dung, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, Phil. 3. 8. And ſtudy the Doctrine of his 
_ Croſs 3 that ye may not ſtand by and hear him defam'd, and 
not have a Word to ſay fer him: So alto obſerve him, that 
when the World and he part, you may know your own 
_ . Maſter, and be known by him. 2. Let nothing be ſo dear 
to you, as not to part with it for your Redeemer when cal- 
led for; and riſe early to do it: Take up your Croſs, and 
enure your ſelf to the bearing of it, before it be laid on: 
The Lord parted with his Delight for you from Eternity; 
there is nothing more reaſonable, nothing more natural to 
an Heart rightly poſtur'd, than to Ie and live to him who 
died for you And whoever hath known the Grace of God, 
and the Love of Chriſt, in Truth, cannot but ſo judge. 3. 
Deal with $in-accorning to its kind; the dreadful Nature 
— = whereof 
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whereof nothing diſcovers, nor can, but Hell itſelf, and 
the Sufferings of Chriſt, and moſtly Theſe : Let it die no 
other Death but that of the Croſs, and the more it cries out 


to be ſpar d, do you cry out the more urgently that it may 


be crucified. 4. Let not Chriſt be divided : His Offices are 
requiſitely conjoyn'd, and cannot be ſeparated with our Se. 


curity; nay, not without our certain Ruin. Know him, 


therefore, for your Prophet and Lord as well as your Re- 
deemer ; and for your Wiſdom and Sanctification as well ag 


975 Righteouſneſs; (One and All.) Take Orders from 


im as your Captain General; receive your Law from his 
Mouth; whatever he bids you do, do it: Follow him where- 
ever he goes, and carry it as becomes his Attendants: The 
Armies in Heaven follow him upon white Horſes, and ar- 


rayed in white: Be not your own Director in any thing, 
nor over-haſty; ſtir not up your Beloved until he pleaſe, but 
await his Counſel and Conduct, as preferring his Knowledge 
of Times and Seaſons, with the Manner and Method of his 
Working and Preſcribing, before your own. 5. Let nothing 


divide you from Chriſt : Let nothing but Death, yea, let not 
Death itſelf ſeparate between you and him. Nothing, you 


ſee, could ſeparate him from you; nay, had it not been for 


you, and ſuch as you are, he had not dy'd : Me are not our 


own, we are bought with a Price (a) ; which is the higheſt 
Engagement in every State and Duty, whether living or 


dying, to be the Lord's (C). 


Infer. VI. Chriſt's giving himſelf a Ranſom for you, War · 


rants your largeſt Expectation of good things from him: 


What Sins too great to be pardoned? Or Iniquities ſo ſtub- 
born as not to be ſubdued (c)? Or Graces ſo precious as not 
to be obtained? The Lord delights in nothing more than 


Mercy; the only Bar was Sin; which being diſſolved by the 


Blood of Chriſt, Grace and Glory run freely. 'The making 


us Kings and Prieſts unto God, yea, One in the Father and 


himſelf (d), being the thing he died for, no inferiour good 
thing can be withholden from us. Faith and Holineſs are 
great things indeed, and highly to be valued: Yet let me 


ſay, that even theſe, and all other good things laid toge- 


E aA 
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(a) 1 Cor. 6. 20. (b) Rom. 14. 8. (c) Heb. 9. 14. 


(d) John 17. 21. 


ther, 
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ther, will be but a very little Heap to that Grace which 
put us into Chriſt ; the Honour and Privilege of Union 
with him ; and the Price he hath paid for our Ranſom : 
Herein is love, that God ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
our Sins (e) ! The Purchaſe is paid, Releaſes are ſeal'd, and 
he in Poſſeſſion; all things are ready: It is now but his 
giving forth the Revenue that lies by him, which alſo he 
delights to do. . Ed We. Dc 
Other Notes of Uſe this Doctrine affords : which I can 
but touch, as Jonathan the Honey: 1. It ſhews the high 
Eſteem that God has for his Choſen 3 whom He went him- 
ſelf to redeem, and purchaſed with his own Blood (J). 2. 
That by this Standard thoſe Favourites of Heaven ſhould 
value themſelves; not weighing the World's Contempt, nor 
clouding thoſe Marks of Worth Redemption has put upon 
them. 3. It ſhews the contagious Nature of $513 the dead- 
ly Venom whereof nothing but the precious Blood of the 
holy One could poſſibly antidote, nor withſtand the Tor- 
rent of that fiery Lake: As allo its Dreadfulneſs, in that 
the Son of God died in the Conflict. 4. It argues the 
Greatneſs and Preciouſneſs of the H; the Redemption 
' whereof had ceaſed for ever, if Chriſt the Son of God had 
not made his own Soul an Offering. for it. 5. That the 
World is not a little heholden to God's People for all the 
good Things they poſſeſs: for they have them on their Ac- 
count, and ſhould therefore afford them better Quarter. 
6. That God will not lightly paſs by the Wrongs done to 
his People: Redemption hath made them Kings (g); againſt 
whom even hard Speeches are criminal: How ſeverely then 
will be make Inquiſition for Blood (þ)! 7. It argues the 
Abſoluteneſs of Election, for that an infinite Price was irre- 
vocably decreed and paid to confirm its Title. 8. It alſo 
evinceth the abſolute Freeneſs and Independency of Electing 
Love, ſince Creatures could not poſſibly deſerve or be wor- 
thy of ſo great a Ranſom. 9. It infers the exceeding 
Weightineſs of that Glory which required ſo vaſt a Price, 
and could not be had for leſs. Laſtly, It further yields a 
chief Corner-Stcne for the Saints Perſeverance : For, (1.) They 
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(e) 1 John 4. 10. (f) 2 Sam. 7. 23. Ads 20, 28, (8) Rev. 
3. IO, (h) Pſalm 9. 12, + * 
| are 
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are not xo at their own Diſpoſe; Redemptiofi has trans. 
fer d their Title to another, who loves them better than to 
leave them expos'd to a {ſecond Lapſe, from which there is 
no recovering. (2.) Redemption being a Valuable Conſi- 
deration, and ſo accepted; even the Righteouſneſs of God 
is engaged to ſave them; and mult therefore prevent, re 
move, or over-rule whatever would hinder that Salvation, 
On all which Accounts (and others) Redemption ſhould 
be much the S ject of our Diſcourſe and Contemplation : 
It was the Firſt-born Promiſe after the Fall; by the Repeti- 


9 * — 
———— 


tions whereof, and further Explanations, the Lord hath 


perfumed the Breath of all his holy Paophets which have 


been ſince the World began. Our Lord and Saviour himſelf 


was frequently ſpeaking of it; which ſhews that his Mind 
was much upon it, and that the ſame Mind ſhould be in us. 
It's a Theme that glorified Saints take pleaſure to dilate up- 
on; witneſs Moſes and Elias on the holy Mount (i); and 
John, wrap'd into Heaven on the Lord's Day, found them 
at this Service before the Throne of God (0; where I 
cannot but Note (by the way) three ®bſervables. x. That 
the Saints in Heaven were celebrating the Work of Creation 
and that of Redemption both in one Day; and it was the 
Lord's Day: A good Argument for our Lord's Day Sab- 
bath! 2. That they aſcribe the ſame Glory and Honour 

unto the Lamb that was lain, as to him that fits on the 
'Throne ; an evident Proof of Chriſt's Divinity! And, 3. 


That the Ground of their Triumph and Exultation, was 


not the General Point, (no Speech of that in Heaven) but 
Peculiar Redemption: A good Confirmation of the preſent 
Truth. And further, our Lord and Saviour {till bears about 
him the Marks of his Crucifixion; he appears as a Lamb 


that had been ſlain (1), and he glories in it : I am he that 


was dead (m); and with theſe Marks he'll appear when-he 
cometh to judge the World (n): Till when, the Lord's 
Day, and its moſt ſolemn Ordinance, are for an unchange- 
able Remembrance of him (o). Whatever therefore be falls 
us, ſhould mind us of this glorious Tranſaction: If it be 


Exil, that Redemption hath ſaved from the Evil of it; if 


— 


— 


. * 6 


(i) Luke 9. 31. (k) Rev. f. 10. Ch. 5. 9. 12, 13. (1) Rev. 5. 6 
(m) Rev, 2. 8. and 1. 18. (n) Zech. 12, 10. (0) 1 Cor, 11. 26. 
| n Good, 
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Good, Redemption hath purchaſed it for us; whether good 
or bad in itſelf, Redemption will ſanctifie it to us. But 
when ye think of Heaven, and of the Heaven of Heavens 
as your Portion, with all that Heavenly Viaticum (Angels 
Food; and better) that attends you at every Stage, until ye 
appear before God in Zion (p); eſpecially, when ye are ad- 
miring, (for what it is ye cannot think) I ſay, when ye are 
admiring that tranſcendent Glory which ſhall ariſe from that 
ineffable Oneneſs, to be then compleated between the Father 
and Chriſt, and his Saints; ſay, with that Heaven-born 
pſalmiſt, hat ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his Bene fits? 
And anſwer your ſelf with him; J wil take (not this or that 
ſingle Benefit, but) the Cup 4 Salvation, (glorious Redemp- 
tion, which that Cup ſignifieth) and call on the Name of the 
Lord. All the Divine Attributes center in Redemption, (as 
Light and Heat in the Sun) and are thence ſavingly reflected 
upon Men redeem'd : And this is the moſt compendious 
Way of beholding the Glory of God, and of celebrating 
our dear-bought Happineſs. Something, perhaps, like this 
may that Fruit of the Vine be, (tho* unſpeakably beyond 
it) which Chriſt and his Diſciples ſhall drink new in his 
Tather's Kingdom (g); when he that ſowed, and we that 
reap ſhall rejoyce together (Tr). Therefore unto him that 
loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, be 
Glory and Dominion for ever; Amen (s). . 
e e's UIIIJ = 

That the Purpoſe, or Intent, of Chriſt's Death cannot be 

* fruſtrate; (That is) Thoſe for whom Chriſt died, ſhall cer- 

tainly obtain all the Benefits accruing by his Death. 

All the Counſels of God from Eternity 3 all his Promiſes 
and Declarations holding forth thoſe Counſels ; and all his 
Diſpenſations in order to their Accompliſhment ; have a 
ſpecial Relation to Chriſt as dying for his People, and their 
actual Salvation thereby, as the End thereof. Now the End 
| of a Thing, is That for which the Thing itſelf is; and but 

tor which, it hath not been: *Tis That the chief Agent 
principally purpoſeeh, and aims at; and if he be wiſe, he 
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will eertainly uſe and appoint ſuch Means, and order them 
in ſuch. Mauner, that the thing deſigned ſhall not miſcarry. 
Men indeed may miſs of their End; they aim at This, and 
hat's produced, (as in building the Tower of Babel:) But 
this is till from ſome Imperfection in themſelves; either the 
'Fhing itſelf is not feaſible, or the Way to it imprudently con- 
trivd, or the Means anduehy apply'd; their Minds alter, or 
they are made to deſſt by a Power above them, Oc. But 
with the only Wiſe and Almighty God it is not ſo; none 
of thoſe Things which impede the Deſigns of Men can 
happen to His; there can be no other Event of them, but 
what he ſetly intended; the leaſt of his Purpoſes ſhall not 
ſufter Diſappointment; much leſs that great Deſign of Men's 


Salvation by the Death of his Son. That the Thing itfelf 
is fealtble; is atteſted by that innumerable Company already 
in Heaven on his Account. It was ſo wiſely contriv'd, that 


all Intereſts concern d are fecur'd and ſatisfy d: God is Juſt 
in Juſtifying; the Sinner ſaved; while Vengeance is taken 


on. his H; and Chrilt well pleas'd with a Seed to ſerve him. 


| 6 Hi of Obtainment is fuch as wilt certainly Compaſs: 
23 


e End ;/the Divine Power is engaged in it; which reſis 
not in the leaſt on the Concourſe or Compliance of any 
mutable Agent, or fruſtrable Inſtrument, Vis Heart cannot 


be taken off from it; it is That his bleſſed Thoughts have 


run upon from Eternity; and thoſe Thoughts of his ſtand 


faſt to all Generations. And laſtly, no higher Power can 


ſuperſede his Decree; he is Soveraign Lord, and control- 
leth all: COENyY iy en nl A ANGST SAS. 


J0o confirm the Point, take the following Arguments. 


Ang. J. Is from Redemption itſelf; wherein, 1. The Great- 
ziefs Of the Price ; 2. The Kind Or Manner of Payment 5 
and 3. The Scriptural Inport of the Word, are not a little 
canbdedable-- :- 7 ited 5 i . 

I. Fox the Price It was the Life of the Son of God; 


whoſe Perſonal Dignity was ſuch as put a Tranſcendency 


of Merit upon his Death; which therefore could not be 
parted with for a doubtful or uncertain Purchaſe; nor could 
any Obtainment inſeriour to Salvation compenſate the 
Price. In this lies the Streſs of the Apoſtle's Argument; 
who, to ſet forth the Happy State of God's Elect, and to 


prove them out of Danger, brings in the Price of their 


Redemption; Maho ſhall Condemn ? It is Chriſt ) th, 


Alte 
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died (t). The Eminency of the Perſon, and the Sufferings 
he ſubmitted unto, as they greatly illuſtrate his Love to 
Men; ſo they ſtrongly athrm and enſure the Event of his 
Death: For, if reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, 
much more] ſhall we be ſaved by his Life (u). 

22. The Kind or Manner of Payment; it was by Suffering. 
Had the Ranſom been of the Nature of depoſitable things, 

( vix. to ſecure Satisfaction in caſe the Treaty took Ettect, 
and to be reſum'd in caſe it ſucceeded not) it had much al- 
tered the Matter; there had no great Damage accrued to 
the Depoſitor; he might have received his own again, tho? 
not with Advantage: But Syfferings once undergone can- 
not be recalled ; they are as Water ſpilt on the Ground; 
they cannot be gathered up again, unleſs in their Fruits, 
viz, in the Accompliſhment of the End they were deſigned 
for; which duely weighed will not allow: Redemption to 
be Conditional, nor its intended Effects to depend upon 
things Contingent. Beſides, That which is Infinite will 
not admit of Addition; nor can that which hath all Worth 
intirely within it, find any thing of Worth without itſelf, 

to depend upon. But this, methinks, ſhould not need Ar- 

guing, ſince it is ſo apparent, . eee 

3. From the Scriptural Uſage, and Import of the Word: 

-which ſhews, That Redemption hath made Eternal Life our 
Due; and that all ſuppoſable Conditions, all manner of 
Graces, Means, and Helps which muſt come between our 
Natural State and Glory, with Glory itſelf, were all in- 

tentionally in the Deſign of it, purchaſed by it, and con- 
tained in it; as the Stalk which the Flower muſt grow up- 1 
on, is virtually in the ſame Seed with the Flower itſelf. | 
Redemption doth not only a/ow Men their Book, and ſave 1 
them in caſe they can Read, (that's a heartleſs Notion) but 
enables them to Read, and that in point of Mill as well as 
Knowledge, Faith is to Salvation, as Livery and Seiſin are to ö 
Poſſeſſion; they are no part of the Price, nor Condition of if 
your Kight; but a legal and notifying Introduction to your =! 
actual Enjoyment ;- yea, the Purchaſe-Money entitles you | 
to them, as well as to the Inheritance. As we can ask no- 
thing of God, either warrantably ar ſucceſsfully, but as in- 
titled thereto by Redemption; ſo, on Redemption's Ac- 
— — — — — — — 
(t) Rom. 8. 33. (u) Ch. 5. 10, „ 
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1 count, ye may ask anything that hath a Tendency to its 
4 End; ye may claim Faith in Order to Salvation, as well as 
| Salvation at the End of your Faith. 
And now, that Redemption doth not barely make Men 
| releaſable, or capable of being ſaved z but doth by its own 
proper Vertue proſecute its End to Perfection, that the ac- 
l tual compleat Salvation of Redeemed Ones is bound up in 
it, and whatever might lett it taken out of the way, I {hall 
| clear by a ſhort Induction of Particulars. (I.) Redemption 
| imports Satigfaction. Without T his the World had not 
* been reconciled ; nor could it be ſaid, The Pleaſure of the 
| Lord had proſpered in his Hand: But both theſe are affirm'd, 
j Iſa. 53. 10. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him. It does not 
1 intend only, that it was the Pleaſure (or Will) of God, that 
i the thing ſhould be done, but that he was well-pleaſed by 
| the doing of it; that is, He was again pacified towards u, 
j 
| 


in whole ſtead he ſuftered ; his Juſtice being thereby a- 
ton'd. And this very Reaſon ye have annex'd in Ja. 42. 
21. The Lord is well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs ſake ; ¶ He 
{hall maguifie the Law and make it honourable; } i. e. by levy- 
ing Satisfaction upon Chriſt : Which alſo accords with, and 
1 explicates that in Rom. 3. 3 1. Do we then make void the Law 
mp through Faith? God forbid ; yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. It is 
iſ further confirm'd by 2 Cor. 5. 19. God was in Chriſt recon- 
"8 ciling the World to himſelf : This muſt be reciprocally under- 
1 ſtood, for elſe the Breach had continued: But, ſurely, the 
7 Lord would not be at ſuch Coſt, to have his Work but half 
Lids done; For what is Reconciliation, but the Renewal of 
FPFriendſhip on both Sides? And, that is is Chriſt's own 
Senſe upon the Word, is evident by Matth. 5. 23, 24. F thy 
Brother hath ought againſt thee, go and be reconciled to thy 
Brother. It mult, therefore, take in God's Reconcilement 
h to 245, as well as ours to him; which could not be without 
| Satisfaction; his Juſtice would not permit it; he will by no 
means clear the Guilty. And, to put it beyond Diſpute, 
f 


our Grand Creditor proclaims himſelf ſatisfied, by his ſend- 
ing from Heaven to releaſe our Surety, Matth. 28. 2. It was 
to ſay, in effect, that he had no further Demands upon us. 
0 (2.) Redemption allo imports Juſtification, or Freedom from 
| | Guilt, Eph. 1. 7. In whom we have Redemption through his 
1 Blood, | 7 he Forgiveneſs of Sius.] Ran. 3. 24. Being | Juſti- 
= fied] freely by his Grace, through the (Rederrian that 1s 


Meat indeed, (i. e. as Crucified.) Chriſt dying, was the 


in Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 9. Gal. 3. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed 
26 ( from] the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe jor us: 


it to his Croſs, Col. 2. 14. (3.) It imports the Eviction, + 


Vanquiſhing, or binding of the ſtrong Man; who would not 
elſe have let go the Prey, nor have left his Poſſeſſion; By 
Death he deſtroyed him who had the Power of Death ; that is, 
the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. By the Blood of his Croſs he ſpoiled 
Principalities and Powers, and triumphed over them, Col. 2. 
15. (4) It imports Freedom from the Power of Sin, Rom. 
6. 6. Our Old Man was Crucified with Chriſt, that the Body 
of Sin might be deſtroyed ; that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve 
Fin: Upon which it follows, He that is Dead (viz. with 
_ Chriſt) is freed from Sin, v. 7. And, Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion (ver you, ver. 14, (5.) It imports Inhereat Holi- 
neſs, or Santtification, Col. 1. 21. Jou who were ſometimes 
Exemies in your Minds, now hath he reconciled, in the Body 


of his Fleſh thro” Death, to preſent you Holy, v. 22. Heb. 10. 


10. We are ſancti ied thro the Offering of the Body of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt. Rom. 6. 15 Being then — 1 from S, 1 40 
the Servants of Righteouſneſs : And that it was by Virtue of 
Chriſt's Death, appears by Ver. 8. For if we be dead with 
_ Chriſt, we ſhall alſo live with him : It is His Blood which 
ginger the Conſcience frem dead Works, to ſerve the Living God, 
eb. 9. 14. (6.) It likewiſe imports Reſurrection, John 6. 
54, 55. 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt Day; for my Fleſh is 


Death of Death, Ho. 13. 14. In Chriſt [hall ali be made alive, 
2 Cox. 15. 22. (J.) It further extends to the actual Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Redeemed Ones with Bleſſedneſs and Glory, Rom. 
8. 30. Whom he Juſt fied, them he Glori fied. Liberty of eu- 
tering into the H.lieſt, is by the Blood of Jeſus, Heb. 10. 19. 
Z hou haſt Redeemed 145 to God by thy Blood, Rev. F. 9, 10. 


It's the Voice of thoſe in Heaven. Now, That all Theſe || 


are in Redemption, is evident; and as evident it is, That 


Redemption thus qualified, is not (cannot be) liable to Fru- 


ſtration, for it brings us to Heaven; and then we are (ſure) 
beyond the reach of Danger. And for this it was, that 


Paul cared not (he needed not care) to know any thing (in 
compariſon) but Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. 


It is true, The Reſurrection of Chriſt, his Reſurrection, his 
Aſcenſion, ſitting at God's Right Hand, and Interceſſion, 
ee E ha ve 
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11 A Practical Diſcourſe 
have their reſpective Influence into all theſe glorious Priyi. 
leges, and Parts of eternal Glory; but they all ſpring from 
his Crucitixion 3 if he had not dy'd, he had not been x 
Prieſt for ever as He is. Voted ol | 

Arg. II. The End of Redemption cannot be fruſtrate, 
becaule the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is (at leaſt) as prevalent 
and effectual to his Seed, as Adam's Tranſgreſſion was to his. 
All his Poſterity, indeed, were involv'd in the Curſe ; yet ſo, 
that there {till remained, thro' the Intervention of Grace, a 
Poſſibility of Releaſe: But the Righteouſneſs of Chritt hath 
to perfectly recovered and eſtabliſhed his Seed, that their 
Juſtified State can never be loſt: And the Reaſon is, becauſe 
Grace hath outdone Sin, and gone beyond it; Grace hath 
abounded much more, Rom. 5. 20. Which ſuf er-abounding 
of Grace cannot refer to the Subjects of Grace, as if they 
were more in Number than the Subjects of Sin; (for vin 
came upon All, and Grace cannot come upon more than 
All:) But *tis meant of the prevalent Efficacy of Grace; and 
the Permanency of Its Effects, towards all that are the Sub- 
jects of it: And thence it is, that Grace is ſaid to reign 
through Righteouſneſs, and that to Eternal Life, Rom, 


5. 7 35 45 
Arg. III. If the End of Chriſt's Death might poſſibly be 

fruſtrate, as poſſibly might the main End of God's making 
the World ſufter Diſappointment. All things were made 
for himſelf; and by this Scale they aſcend to him; the 
World for the Elect, the Elect for Chriſt, and Chriſt for God. 
All his Works praiſe him; but above all, that of Redemp- 
tion, as of higheſt Note and Eminency. Moſt conſpicuoully 
doth the Glory of God ſhine forth in the Face of Chrilt as 
Dying, and as dying for ſuch an End, viz. the Salvation of 
his People: It is the chief of the Ways of God, the 
very Meridian and Height of his Glory, (not Eſſential, 
but Manifeſtative) both in this World, and that to 
come. Redemption was deſign'd to glorifie all the Di- 
vine Attributes; it therefore behoved ſo to be laid, 
that of all his Deſignments, this might be ſure to ſuc- 

ceed : For do but ſubſtract the Syreneſs of its Eflect, 
and leave his Redeem'd in a peri/Eable Condition; and it 
draws a Blemiſh, inſtead of Beauty, upon all the Divine 
Attributes. For, (I.] The End of God's ſetting forth Chriſt 
a Propitiation, was to declare his Righteouſneſs in the FOR 
_ 5 8 15585 miſſiuu 


| Wag Redemption. 159 
miſſion of Sins (a); which it does doubly. (I.) That with- 
out Satisfaction, Si could not juſtly be remitted. (3) That 


Satisfaction being given, It could not juſtly be imputed (). 


But if thoſe for whom Satisfaction has been given; ſhould 
not be juſtified and ſaved, Divine Juſtice would be as lialye 


to Impeachment, as if they had been faded without: And 


ſo, the thing deſigned for the Honour of his Righteowfut]s, 
would turn to its Diſparagement. (2. ] It would not accord 
with the Love and Goodneſs of God towards his Elect, that 


That which was meant for their Recovery, and was. alſo za 


Price well worthy their Ranſom, ſhould potlibly turnto their 


deeper Condemnation; (for ſo it muſt, if they be not effec- 


tually ſaved) (c). This could not be that Pleaſure of- the 


Lord, which thould proſper in the Hands of Chriſt. [3 J It 
would not be according to the Faithfulneſs and Truth ot Gd, 


that Chriſt ſhould fail of That he was promiſed, and ear- 


neſely looked for, as the Fruit of his Suffering ; which was 
a Seed to ſerve him (d): The Thoughts of which were mat- 
ter of Complacency to him from Everlaſting (%. But if 


thoſe he died for, ſhould not only abide in the ſame Con- 
demnation he came to deliver them from, but under àa much 
ſorer Vengeance than if he had not undertaken for them; 
How grievous would it be to Him, and contradictious to 


the Faithfulneſs of God! [4.] Another End of Redemption 
Was, That the manifold TJ/iſdom of God might thine forth 


in the Sight of Angels and Men. Chriſt Crucified is the He- 
dom of God (f) : But if it were ſo contrived, that the thing 
chiefly deſian'd might poſſibly miſcarry, it would be no II- 
luſtration of Wiſdom, Will one of common Irudencepart 
with his Jewels and choiceſt Treaſure, and leave his Fur- 
chaſe knowingly under hazard? Men, indeed, may poflibly 


waſte their Eſtates in Tryals and Effays that come to no- 


thing; but did they foreſee the Event, they would not ſo 
expole their Prudenèe to reproach. 5. I he Grearzeſs and 
Power of God would ſuffer an Eclipſe, if it were in the Power 
of Creatures to defeat his moſt wiſt and holy Deſignments; 

and hinder the Aceompliſhment of his greatelt Work. What 
would the Agptiaus ſay, but that. he deitroy'd them, be- 
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(a) Rom. 3. 25. (h) ch. 8. 34. (c) John 3. 19. (d) J. 
53.10. (e) Prov. 8. 11. f) 1 Co 1 24. . 
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e A Practical Diſcourſe 
cauſe not able to go through with That he undertogk > 
[6.] Laſily, If the End of Chriſt's Death might poſſibly be 
uitrate, then that bleſſed Project for glorifying the Grace 
of God might poſſibly be diſannulled and come to nothing; 
for none but ſaved Ones do or can glorifie that Grace. 
Arg. IV. Another Argument for the ſure Effect of Chriſt's 
Death, is, That he hath the Management of the whole Work 
committed to himſelf; as well 3 of Redemp- 
tion, as the Procurement of it. He is t 
and Treaſury, wherein all the Benefits of Redemption are 
laid up; and the great Almoner by whoſe Hand they are diſ- 
penſed. Adam was no more a publick Perſon after his Fall: 
The new Stock was not intruſted with him, but put into the 
Hands of Chriſt, who will give a better Account of it. 
Arg. V. There is nothing wanting to our Lord and Re- 
deemer, which might any way conduce to the final Com- 
pleatment of his Work. There are Five Things mainly 
requiſite to make a great Undertaking ſucceſsful, viz. Au- 
thority, Strength, Underſtanding, Courage and Faithfulneſs: 
All which, the Captain of our Salvation is eminently in- 
veſted with : T he Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his Hand, John 3. 35. Er adn 
I. Authority: He was appointed to his Office; (For, as 
Mediator, the Father is Greater than he:) He came not f 
himſelf, but the Father ſent him (g); He was called of God (Y). 
It was laid on him, and undertaken by him, in the way of 
a Covenant (i), and confirmed by an Oath (k), Newer to be 
_ reversd; which alſo may partly be the Meaning of Gad the 
Father's Sealing him (1). Ihe Government is laid upon his 
Shoulder (m) He hath /e Key of David committed to 
him (); which ſhews the Abſoluteneſs of his Authority: 
Without him, no Man can lift up his Hand or his Foot in 
„ nn det 1 > 
2. Strength or Power e Theſe cannot be wanting to him, 
if all in Heaven and Earth be ſufficient for it; for This he 
hath (o), and he hath it to this End, That he might give 
Eternal Life to as many as he undertook for (v); which if 


a. a ; * * 
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(8) Jobn 9. 42. (h) Heb. 5. 4, 5. (i) Ia. 42. 6. (k) Heb. 
28. 18. (p) Jobn 17. 2. 75 
| CAD they 


e Repoſitory, Root, 
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they ſhould miſs of, it would be ſaid, That 41] Power was 
not able to ſave them. He that made the World, is ſurely 
well able to govern it, and to over-rute whatever comes in- 
to it: He would never have ſuffered $77 (the caly Enemy) 
to invade it, if he could not have quell'd it at Pleaſure : 

 'Their Redeemer is ſtrong; The Lord of Heſts is his Name; 
He thall | thorowly} plead their Cauſe (7 He muſt Reign 
until he jpall have put all Enemies, both under his own Feet, 
and 0urs (7). | e OM ps 29 
3. Undeiſtanding or Knowledge : "This cannot be wanting 
to him, who is the Wiſdom of the Father : The Lord hath 
given him the Tongue of the Learned, that he might ſpeak 
Words | in Seaſon | to him that is weary (H. Hee knows his 

Work; what it is; how to effect it; and who they be that 
are concern'd in it. 1. He knows what bis Work is: It 
was (in ſhort) To ſeck and to ſave that which was /iſt : Not 
to bring them into a Salvable Condition, (as ſome fpeak) 
but to Save them, and that from their Sn, (t). He came 
to open the blind Eyes ; to bore the deaf Ears; to reſtore 
the withered Limbs; to cleanſe the Lepers; to heal the Sick; 
to raiſe the Dead; to caſt out Devils; to preach the Goſ- 
pel; and to cauſe thoſe it belongs unto, to hear and receive 
it: He knows they are Dead, and he knows as well that 
he is to Quicken them, and thence we have it in Jon 5. 
25. The Dead ſhall hear and live: And Chap. 195. 16. Other 
Sheep T hate; Them alſo {muft I bring, ] and they ¶ jhall bear} 
my Voice. He is alſo to keep them, and look to them, fo as 

| not One be loſt (u); and finally, Lo raiſe them up at the 

| haſt Day, and to take them to Heaven with him: All which 

he is perfectly acquainted with, His H/ork is before him (x). 

2. As he knows his Work, what it is, ſo the beſt Seuſen and 

| Method for its Performance. He came in the Fulneſs of 

Time; when things were ripe for his Coming: He came 

Then when there was moſt need of him ; the Devil's King- 

| dom at the higheſt ; his Oracles in greateſt Credit; the World 

| overwhelmed by the Roman Power ; and the true Religion 

| Near quite depraved among the Jews. It argues a dextrous 

Underſtanding, to take an Enemy in his Ruft, at his higheſt 
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Pitch of Strength and Confidence, and throw him on his 
Back; to ſuccour a diſtreſſed Friend or Ally, when brought 
under foot, and ſet him on his high Places: This the Scrip- 
ture calls A ſtrengthening of the Spoiled againſt the Strong 005 


And tis doth our Lord Jelus Chriſt, who is (partly) pee. 


jore laid to be of Quick Underſtanding (2) : In all his Under. 
takings he deals prudextly (a): And to J his it is that Hannah 
aſcribed ſucceſs; T he Lord is a God of [ Knowledge, and by him 
Actions are weighed ((). 3. He knows uh they are for 
whom he is to do it. The Fruits of his Death are not as 
things to be given in common; they fail not indifferent 
upon Men, as Rain upon all forts of Ground : He knows 
whom he came to Redeem; not their Number only, but their 
Perſcn: 3 they were all written in his Book: And fo well is 
he vers'd in it, that He calleth them all by their | Names] (c): 
He does not omit any, nor call One for Another: He knows 
boom the Father hath Choſen and Given to him (d): He 
can neither forget them, nor miſtake them: They are writ- 
ten in his Beaſt, and on the Palms of his Hands (e). 

4. To a Great Undertaking is required Courage or Great- 


eſs of Spirit, to confront Oppoſition, and cut thro' Diffi- 


culties: And if this be wanting, all other Endowments will 
hgnihe little, as to ſucceſs. And how was our Lord and 
Redeemer qualified as to this When he was entring into 
his Paſſion, (againſt which he prayed, If it were poſſible that 
Cup might paſs from him) he then needed Courage in the 
_ Abſtract, and we find that he had it anſwerably. In the 5oth 
of 1/aiah the Prophet brings him in as putting on his Ar- 


mour of Proof; Therefore have I ſet my Face as a Flint, and 


I know that T ſhall not be confounded (J). Tn the Greatnels 
of this his Strength did he travel through all thoſe Contra: 
dictions of Smrers, Temptations, Reproaches, Blaſphemies, &C. 
And when his Hour was come, he did not recoil, nor hide 
himſelf from them; no, nor ſtay till they came where he 
Was, but FOES TO meet them ( g). And tho? he might have 
had more than twelve Legions of Angels for asking, he waves 


their Aſſiſtance, and in his own ſingle Perſon undertakes both | 


6 
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(y) Amos 5. 9. (2) Iſa. 11. een e 4 Sam. 
2. 3 (c) John 10. 3. (d) Ch. 17. 2, 6, (e) I/. 49. 6. 
(f) J. 50. 7. (g) Fobn 18. 4. | 1 
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of Redemption. 163 
this World and the Powers of Darkneſs, yea and the Wrath 
of his Father too, which was much more grievous, and of 
ar greater Terror than all the relt ; and in all this he Was 
alone, there: was none with him: And that an Angel ap- 
pear d to him from Heaven ſtrengthening him (//); it, was 
rather a Token and Fart of his deep Humiliation, (that the 
| Mighty God ſhould ſeem to want, and fo admit the protter'd 


Service of his Creature) than a le/enivg of his Sutierings. 


Now all this was for the Procurement of Redemption ; and 


can he then be wanting to the Efectual Applicaticu of it: 


He cannot ſhrink at the ſight of ſtraggling Parties, that 
hath won the pitch'd Battle, and remains abſolute Maſter of 
the Field: For this alſo, we have a ſure Word of Prophe- 
cy, He ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, | until | he have ſet 
dement in the Earth (i.. 5 LY 
5. Faithfulneſs : This alſo is a grand and neceſſary Qua- 
| tication for an high Undertaking ; and for this our Re— 
deemer is alſo ſignally eminent. To do the Father's Will, 
was T hat he came about from Heaven: And this was his 
Will, T hat of all be had given him, he ſhould loſe nothing; but 
{ould raiſe it up at the laſt Day (, that is, 'T hat he ſhould 
ve them Eternal Liſe (1): And we find him profeſſing, That 
| He had done it accordingly (in), and that He will do it (a), 


according to his Promiſe ſo often repeated in the 39, 40, 
24, 45 Verſes of the 6th of hn, And he keeps them, in 
| Faithjulne(s to his Truſt, vis. That the Scripture might le 

| fulfilled (o) Judas was let go, to fall by his oxon Tranſgreſ- 


m; whom (doubtleſs) he could and would have kept, as 


he did the reſt, had he been, as they were, committed to his 


Charge; for he gives to every one according as he received 
for them, as is ſeen by comparing P/al. 68. 18. with Eph. 
4. 8. In the one place it is laid, He | received] Gifts for 
Men; and in the other, (which is a Quotation of the for- 


mer) He (gave) Gifts to Men: Thoſe, therefore, for whom 
he received Eternal Life, cannot fail of it, unleſs he {hould_ 
fail of his Truſt; which, indeed, he cannot do; for, He is 


Faithful in all his Houſe; and that as a Sc; and joynt in- 
tereſt (you know) is a natural and prevalent Obligation to 


G 
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ſelf; and that they may be where he is, to behold his Glory () 


164 4 Practical Diſcourſe 
Faithfulneſs. If any ſhould offer to diſpoſſeſs him, he 


would anſwer as Naboth did Ahab; Ged forbid, that I ſhould 
part with the Inheritance of my Father (q). And his Faith. 


fulneſs further appears, in that he makes it a main part of 


his Buſineſs now in Heaven, to have this Work perfected: 
He ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them (J). There i 
great Weight put upon this, in Rm. 8. 34. Who is he that 
Condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died; yea rather, that is riſen 
again----who alſo | maketh Interceſſion] for us: And the Sum 
of his Prayer, is, That thoſe given to him, might be kept 
from evil; that they might be Oze in the Father and him- 
Now then, if the Salvation of thoſe he died for was the 
End of his Death; and the Price that he paid, well worthy 


the Purchaſe : 1t it be the Father's Will that they ſhould be 


faved : If alſo this Salvation be the thing for which he 
prays, and whatſoever he asketh of God, He will give it, 
(John 11. 22.) it needs mult follow, That the Intent of hr 
Death cannot be fruſtrate. : 

Yet does not this Truth go unoppoſed; not for any Fault 


of its ow, but that it will not give Place to another, which 


unduely affects the Preheminence. Denied in Terms it is 


not; none will ſay 3 that Chriſt's Intent in dying 
[ ha 


may be fruſtrated : But, t Intent of his, is ſo narrow'd 


by ſome, and clog'd with Conditions, as would bring it to 


nothing. The Riſe whereof, or its Uſe, I underſtand not; 


but ſuppoſe that Neceſſity drove to it (for want of a better) 


to ſhore up the General Point. I thought, at firſt, of no 
Objection here: But, having ſince found this in the way, 
J would put it in the ſacred Ballance, and try its Weight, 
The Sum alledged is this: e 5 
Obj. That the Intent of Chrift's Death, was only to bring 
Men into a ſalvable State; with ſuch Means aud Helps d 
will bring them to Salvation, if they will uſe them : And thut 


any are not ſaved, is from their Unbelief, 


Anfw. 1. That Unbelief is the Condemning Fn, needs no 
Proof: But yet Men's not Believing in Chriſt, is not the 
only, or firſt procuring Caule of their Condemnation 3 but 
their Apoſtacy, and Rebellion againſt God : Altho' the 
Condemnation of thoſe who believe not, is greatly aggri- 
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(q) 1 Kings 21, 3. (r) Heb. 7. 25. (5) Jobn 17. 24. 21.15. 
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ef Redemption, 165 
vated by rejecting the Remedy; as one condemned for Trea- 
fon, refuſing his Pardon, that Refuſal is, indeed, the next 
and immediate Cauſe of his Execution, and perhaps ſhall 
heighten the Rigour of it; but his treaſonable Practice was 
the firſt procuring Cauſe of his Death; which alſo he ſhould 
| have ſuftered for, if no ſuch Pardon had been offer'd him. 
There will need no Accuſation from Chriſt, to juſtifie the 
Condemnation of Sinners: Moſes, whoſe Law they have 
broke, ſhall witneſs againſt the Jews; and the Law of Na- 
ture againſt the Gentiles. That Faith is the one thing neceſ- 
ſary, on our part, in order to our being ſaved, is a Founda- 
tion Truth, and moſt neceſſary to be known: And as true 
it is, that this Faith adds nothing of Merit or Virtue to the 
Croſs of Chriſt, Where Men are ſaid to be juſtified or ſa- 
ved by Faith, it is meant of the Object of Faith, and not of 
the Act, tho' not without it. For as Bread muſt be eaten, 
and taken in, before it can nouriſh; ſo muſt the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt be apprehended by Faith, before we can be 
juſtified by it. But as the Action of Eating or Chewing, 
is not the Matter or Subſtance of our Nouriſhment, but the 
Bread we eat; ſo neither is our Aci of Believing, but the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone apprehended by Faith the Mat- 
Wof our Juſtification, But, 57 

2. Why thould Redemption depend on a foreign Power to 
bring about its End? Why ſhould ſo great a thing be left 
in the Hands of a humane Arbitrement; to ſucceed, or be 
defeated at the Pleaſure of a perverſe Will? That Chriſt 
ſbould die, ought rather to have been Conditional, and not 
the Salvation of thoſe he ſhould die for; and fo, in Pru- 
dence, ſhould have been defer'd *till the End of the World, 
to ſee if any Fruit would come of it; and if abt, then not to 
die at all: For why ſhould he die in vain ? But that Chriſt 
ſhould die, and at that very Time when he did, was fore- 
| determin'd of God, and confirm'd with an Oath; whereby 
it was made Necefſary, and impoſſible to be revers'd. It 
| could not, then, ſtand with the Wiſdom or Truth of God, 
that the End of his Death ſhould poſſibly miſcarry, or be 
fruſtrable; which it muſt be obnoxious to, if dependent 
on the Humane Will; a thing fo fickle and uncertain, that 
it knows not this Moment what it will do, or pitch upon 
the next; (beſides a natural Antipathy to the thing itſelf:) 
But evident it is, That the Eud has the ſame Inſurance 28 
Nt i the 
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the Means, viz. Decree, Promiſes and Oath. And now, ſhaij 
fo great Solemnity, and Expectation upon it, evaporate in. 
to Contingency ? Chriſt was promiſed a Seed to jerve him. 
and ſuch a Sight of he Travel of his Soul, as ſhould ſatisfi 
him: That he ſhould divide the Spoil with the Strong (a) 
That the Heathen ſhould be his Inheritance (b: That Kings 
ſhonld fee and ariſe; Princes alſo ſhould worſhip (c), and his 
Enemies become his Footſtool (d), &c. And this, as a Rewar4 
of his Syfferingsy and he fits in Heaven, expecting till it be 
done (e). And now, fhall /apſed Creatures uſurp a negative 
Vote to their Soveraign's Will? Shall it be at therr Pleaſure, 
whether he who is Heir of all things ſhall poſſeſs his Patri- 
mony ? Shall finful Duſt ſo arrogate to itſelf, as to ſay, My 
Creator's Will {hall be done, ſo mine may be the Standard 
of it? Shall thoſe Statutes of Heaven, in favour of the 
Conditional Doctrine, run thus? The ſtrong Man armed, 
thall be ſpoil'd and caſt out, if he will: The Heathen, | 
whole God is the Devil, ſhall renounce him, and turn Te- 
nants to Chriit, if he will conſent to it, and they alſo think | 
it their Intereſt : Kings and Princes ſhall ariſe and Worſhip. 
him, if their own Grandure will bear it; and Enemies be- 
come his Foot-{tool, in caſe they be free to ſubmit to it, &c. 
Who would not tremble to hear ſuch Indignities put upon 
3. There was no Reaſon why Chriſt, the Son of God, 
fhould die for fo ſmall a Purchaſe, as to make Men but Con. 
ditionally ſalvable: That the greateft thing in the World 
ſhould be hung on ſo weak a Pin as would not bear the 
Weight of an Apple. Ecall it a ſmall Purchaſe, becauſe they 
had more than this in Adam They had then a pure. Free- 
dom of Will, without Biaſs to Evil. But Nu, ſay you; 
they are help'd by Motives and Arguments from the Danger 
they are in, and the Benefits attainable by changing their 
Courſe: But what are theſe as the Caſe ſtands? What Mo- 
tives will move, while inſenſible of that Danger, and igno- 
rant of the Benefits propos d? Such Motives alſo they had 
Before, and more amply than Now; inafmuch as the preſent | 
Senſe of a happy Condition was more attractive and preva- 
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cf Redemption. 167 
ent to keep it, than the meer Propoſal of a diſtant and un- 
un Privilege, can be to atrain it; (for of things unknown 
Men are not deſirous;) eſpecially when things more ſuitable 
to preſent Senſe, are theirs in Poſſeſſion: And to leave theſe, 
vr thoſe they underſtood not, is contrary to their Reaſon : 
They ſee neither Danger nor Privilege, and therefore deſpiſe 
both. Or if they have Skin-deep Convictions at Times ; 
the preſent Content they dream to have in their Luſts, car- 
ries them Head-long, as with Wind and Tide. 

4. If Rational Motives and Argumentations were of that 
Weight and Efficacy for the working of Faith, as ſome have 
retended ; then thoſe of the largeſt Endowments of Na- 
be wrought upon. But do any of the Phariſees believe on 
him 2 Do not the Princes of Worldly Wiſdom account the 
Preaching of the Croſs Fooliſhneſs? Do we not fee Men of 
Renown for Humane Sapience, highly pretending to Moral 
Ganctity, and bigheſt flown in their Free-will Principles, 
nevertheleſs to deſpiſe the Ways of Holineſs; yea, deſpoiling 
Chriſt himſelf of his Deity, and the Chriſtian Religion of 
its chiefelt Glory? Nothing more plain to common Obſer- 
vance | Surely then it could not be reaſonable that this glorious 


Redemption ſhould lie at the Mer CY of 2 perverſe Will; | ſince 5 
that is the thing which hath letted, and will lett, until it be 


taken out of the way. Chriſt was but once delivered to the 
Wills of Men, and then they crucified him (e); and ever 


nce they cruciſie his Croſs. Had they known him, they would 


wt have crucified the Lord of Glory (f) : But fo it is, in the 
Wiſdom of God, that the World Miſdom know not God (g). 


The Wiſdom of Men never was the Author of Faith, either 


to themſelves or others (%): The Preaching of the Croſs is 
to the Jewiſh Legaliſt, a Kumbling- block (i); and Foelifbneſs 
to the rational Philotopher, and that at Athens (k). 

5. Conditionality will not conſort with the Scope of Chriſt's 
Redemption, nor yet with the Nature of the Bondage it re- 
lers unto: It is ſummarily term'd, The Bondage of Corrupti- 
n In Parcels, it bears the Names of Blindneſs, Darkneſs, 
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| (e) Luke 23, 24. (f) 1 Cor. 2 8. (g) Ch, te 21, (h) Ch. 
2. 5. (i) Cb. 1. 23. (Kk) Als 17, 18. — 


ture ſhould be the moſt capable Subjects, and moſt likely to 


Death, Hardneſs, Unbelief, Enmity, Oc. And, that Deli- 


verance 
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168 A Practical Diſcourſe 
verance from theſe, was the very Scope and End of Redemp- 
tion, might be made out particularly: I ſhall inſtance only 
two or three Generals: For this purpoſe the Son of God wa; 
maniſeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil (1) 
Our old Man was crucified with Chriſt, that the Body of Sin 
might be —_ (in). God ſending his own Son in the Like 
weſs of finful Fleſh, and for Sin, condemned Sin in the Fleſh ( 
Which Texts, leſt they might ſeem defective, for want of 
Univerſality, That alſo is ſupplied in Tit. 2. 14. Who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from | all | Iniquity, 
Eph. 5. 25, 26, 27. Chriſt gave himſelf for the Church, that 
be might ſanctiſie and cleanſe it, and preſent it to himſelf a 
glorious Church, | not having Spot or W/rinkle, or any ſuch thing.) 
But was it not a thing in de/gz only, and liable to Fruſtra- 
tion? No, it was determin'd and fix'd ; For, He Hall] re- 
| deem Iſrael frem all his Iniquities (v) : And, The Blood of 
| Pa Chriſt his Som cleanſeih] us from all Sin (p) It's ſpo- | 
k ken in the Preſent Jenſe, as a thing ſtill and always in doing. 
And this [A/] here muſt be taken univerſally ; becauſe; if 
| 

| 


17 not ſaved from All, it would be, in the End, as if ſaved 
from None One Mite left on the Score, binds over to 
. Wrath; eſpecially Unbelief ( q). Why then ſhould That of al 


i the re# be exempted or diſputed ? Is it, that we think Faith 
[o eaſie a Matter, that we need not to trouble our Maſter about 
1 it? Few Believers have found it ſo: Or do we think our 
| ſelves better able to deal with our own Hearts, or truer to 


our Intereſt than he? It's our Heart's Deceitfulneſs that 
makes us think ſo: Or, ſhall we impoſe upon Chriſt ſome- 
thing of ours to eek out his Merits, or to make them eflec- 
1 _ tual? He abhors it; for I ye be Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall pro- 
l fit you nothing (r): Or do we aſpixe to fit on his right Hand 
{ in the Glory of Redemption? I . not what it is; but 
1 am ſure, that ſomething not right lies in the Bottom, tho 
unſeen. For ſince the Honour of Redemption lies in ſaving 
from Sin, he that ſaves from Unbelief, which is the Capi- 
1 tal, ſhares deepeſt in that Honour: Unbelief is the Lock of 
3 our Chain and Bondage; and till that be unſhot, there's no 
| getting looſe, Chriſt's Redemption is not like thoſe Laws 
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5 e Redemption. 169 
of Men, which hold the ſmall, but let the great ones break 


through: No, Redemption aims at the Head 4 .and it Was 
ſo deſign'd from the firſt (5s). But how are Men ſaved from 


Unbelief ? Is it their own Act, or another's e If their own, 
then *tis of Works 3 which will not conſort with Grace (t): 
If another's, that other does it either Abſolutely, or Condi- 


tionally :/ If Abſolutely, the Objection ceaſes : If Conditio- 


nally, what was the Condition of it? It could be Nothing 


in us before we Believed ; for, whatſoever is not of -Faith, is 
Sin (u). Tt muſt then be from another Cauſe, and without 


Condition, and that can be only nr for nothing 
elſe can pretend to it; and the Pretenſi 


And the Evangeliſt 70%n affirms All Grace to be out of his 
Fulneſs (y). Paul allo ſhews, that Chriſt apprehends us, not 
becauſe we do, but that we might apprehend him (x). And 


further, 'The Holy Ghoſt (who is the immediate Operator 


of all Grace) is ſhed upon us through Jeſus Chriſt our Savi- 
our (a). That Faith which is not from Chriſt intirely as its 
Author and Root, will never lead the Soul to Chriſt as its 
Object and Center. But methinks the Doctrine of Conditio- 


nal Redemption ſhould be for ever ſilenced by that one De · 
claration of our Saviour himſelf, J am found of them that 


Jeaght me not (U). 


low ſhall this Truth be yielded, viz. That Chriſt's Re- 


demption made an End of Sin? Or ſhall we ſay, That our 


Old Man was crucify'd, all but his Vital Parts? That all the 


Works of the Devil are deſtroy'd, except his Maſter-Piece ? 


That 1ſrael is redeemed from Al his Iniquities, ſave only the 


worſt and moſt condemning? Does the Scripture ſpeak fal- 


laciouſly ? Or does vain Man deal deceitfully in his Cove- 
nant ? I would ask (with great Seriouſneſs, for the Matter 
requires it) What good ſhall Redemption do us, if it fave 


only from ſome Sins, and not from al? Or if from al excep- 


ting Unbelief? This would too much reſemble a Pardon for 
petty Treſpaſſes, (petty in compariſon) while the Guilt of 


our Treaſon lies ſtill upon us? To purchaſe Salvation upon 
Terms of Believing, without purchaſing Faith alſo, is roo 


ä ; 
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(s) Gon, 3.16, (t) Rom. 4. 4. and chap. 11. 6. 1 (u) Rom, 8 


14. 23. (x) Heb. 12. 2. (y) Jobn 1. 16, (2) Phil. 3. 12. 
(a4) Tit, 3. 6. (b) Iſa. 65. 7. 2 — 
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for Chriſt is expreſly {aid to be the Author of our Frith () 
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like an Undertaking to cure a Man of his Phrenſie, upon 
Condition he will be ſober: What will they do, who con- 
tent themſelves with ſuch a Redemption as this? 1 
Laſtly, Conſider Redemption in its Type: The People's 
Sins, under the Law, had not been expiated by the Sacri- 
fice, without ſprinkling. the Blood; and it was not them- 
ſelves that ſprinkled it, but the Prieft : And can we then 
think, that Chriſt ſhed his Blood for thoſe on whom he will 
not ſprinkle it? That be will not give a little Faith to thoſe 
he died for, whenas without That, all that he doth beſides, 
| will not profit them? Hath he wrought ſo great a Delive- 
i rance for his Servants, and now ſhall they die for Thirſt (c)? 
It's impoſſible that his Love ſhould be ſo cooled, (ſince his 
going to Heaven) as to be indifferent, touching the Travel 
| dof. his Soul: Shall he periſh for whom Chriſt died, for want 
 _. af a good Word? Eſpecially. when that Word can be ſpoken 
effectually by no Body elſe : If any ſay, He would, but they 
will not; I anſwer, This H/i{/-not is their Unbelief, and the 
| great; thing they are to be ſaved from; he that is ſaved 
| | from that, is ſaved every whit; and this Chriſt is to do by 
| making them willing: A Will to Believe, is Believing ; and 
in the Day of his Power they find it. And for any to ſay, 
That a. Will to Believe is not purchaſed by Chriſt, and eftec- 
tually applied by him, but depends on ſomething to be done 
; by Men, is a great Derogation to the Merit of his Sutier- 
ings: It is, in effect, to ſteal a Jewel from our Sovereign's 
Crown, and to wreath it on a Fool's Cap. _ 


1 Inferences, 


Infer. I. The Inpoſſibility of fruſtrating the End of Chriſt's 
Death, is a manifeſt Proof and Argument of peculiar Re- 
demption. For if the Salvation of thoſe he died for was 
the End of his dying, and the Intent of his Death cannot 
be fruſtrate, then he had not in his Eye and Deſign the 


1 + 


Salvation of thoſe that are not ſaved. © 
 Infer. II. Take heed Mat ye hear, and How, Beware 
of thoſe Doctrines which tend to enervate the Covenant of | 
[| Grace; reducing it to a Covenant of Works, or ſomewhat 
maore difficult: A principal One is that which makes Re- 
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demption Conditional, and Dependent upon ſomething to be 
done by Men, which Ch»1/t is not the Doer of: Of its evil 
Conſequents I ſhall mention two. 

I. It bereaves us of that ſolid Ground of Comfort (for 
the Joy of the Lord is our Strength) which the Abſolnteneſs 
of Kedemption intends and offers to us, expoſing our naked 

Skin to every Blaſt of Temptation. Who can promiſe the 
Standing of that Fabrick which ſtands on a doubtful Foun- 


dation? To build Hay and Stubble on the Rock, has not half 
that Danger in it, as Gold and Silver on the Sand: The one 


ſhall be ſaved, tho' with difficulty; the other loſes both his 


Work and himſelf : For let Redemption be never ſo firm 


and ſolid in itſelf, if yet its Standing and Efficacy depend 
upon that which is fleeting and unfixd the Ground of our 


Confidence is gone: It's like thoſe Pumps that have Water 


enough within, but yield you none, unleſs you firſt put in 
ſome of your own, which yet ye have not; (like Jacob's Well, 
but nothing to draw with.) But Men to annex Conditions, 


is to offer a Bar to their own Pardon; and inſtead of an 


Amendment, to add a deſtructive Proviſo to the Bill of Free 
Grace : 'That Paradox of the Preacher ſeems pertinent here ; 
Be not Righteous over much, neither make thy ſelf otherwiſe : 
Why ſbonldſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf ? Eccleſ. 7. 16. £6 

2. To make Redemption dependent on our Faith, attri- 
butes to Created Grace an Honour that is due only to 
Chriſt, which Redeemed Ones ſhould be very tender of. 


Was he alone in the Obtainment of Redemption, and ſhall 


we think he needs a Coadjutor in its Application ? Shall we 
impute to that glorious Atchievement a need of our help to 
make it ſucceſsful? No, whatever Graces ye have, you mult 
thank Redemption for them, and not Them for your being 


Redeem d. The whole Conſtellation ſhines by a borrowed 


Light; they have none of their own, but what the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs communicates to them. Halt thou Faith? 
Have it to thy ſelf, and know it for thy good; take it as 
an Effect and Evidence, but not as the Cauſe, of your In- 
tereſt in Redemption. Each Grace is of Uſe in its Place, 
and Beautiful; as each Star hath an Orb of its own; and 
to move out of that, is to break the Harmony of the Spheres : 
Even Goſpel Graces legalized, loſe their Excellency. . I. muſt 


lay to Faith in this caſe; Friend, fit down lower; this Place 


belongs to your Author: You are Redemption's Creature; 
M3: "rom 
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from That you had your Birth ; and in That you live and 
move: Ye are welcome as 2. Gueſt, yea, as a Chief Ruler of 
the Feaſt; tho* not as the Bridegroom's Compere. But 
true Faith, and unclouded, is more ingenuous than to in- 
cur ſuch a Rebuke. WIT 5 
Infſer. III. If all Merit and Grace be virtually in Redem- 
ption, and thence diſpenſed by the Hand of our Redeemer 
himſelf; this yields both a friendly Reproof, and Direction 
together: Reproof to Expectancy any where elle; and Di- 
rection to poor thirſting Souls, There and How to be ſatis- 
hed. Undone you are in your ſelves, (that ye find ;) and 
would gladly put this Ruin under the Hand of Chrilt (d), 
as one that is able to repair it. Thus far ye are right: But 
ſomething you ſeek in your ſelf that may ſtrengthen your 
Hope, and induce his Favour to you. Away with ſuch Pre- 
tences, and flee to your Redeemer as ye are; for rom Him 
alone 7s that Fruit to be found (e). Be as ſenſible of your De- 
formity and Unworthineſs as ye can, and walk humbly un- 
der the Senſe of it; but let it not {lacken your Pace, nor 
abate your Hope. If any thing may render you 3 
(that is, a ſuitable Object of Mercy) it is your coming boldly 
to the Throne of Grace with all your Unworthineſs about 
you. It's a diſguſtful Modeſty to be ſhie in accepting from 
20 thoſe above us: It looks as if we would not be thought to 
need their Kindneſs; or elſe, as if we thought they needed 
our Requital ; or at leaſt, as if we were unwilling to be o- 
bliged to them : Much more unbecoming it is, to be back- 
ward in accepting the Offers of Grace from ſo great a Perſon 
1 as our Lord and Redeemer. O, the Unnaturalneſs of our 
natural Hearts, even to our own good ! We are pitiful Ob- 
þ jects of Charity: All Fulneſs is in Chriſt, and may be had for 
[| going for; and yet, as if he wanted Clients, 4 is fain to 
| make Proclamation, Ho ! every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
il the Iaters; and he that hath no Money (J); And, if any 
1 Alan thiiſt let him come to me and drin (g). Great things 
1 are profier'd; and what's the Price? Nothing; it is but Come 
and Take: And yet this Nothing will be found to be Some- 
1 thing ; yea, a thing both of the greateſt Moment and Difh- 
1 culty : It is one of the hardeſt Matters under the Sun to be- 
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1 (d) J. 3.6, (e) Hof. 1g. 8. (f) In. 55. 1. (g) John 7.37. 
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come Nothing, (Nothing in our ſelves) and to fly directly to 
Chriſt, that we may be Something : But go to him even for 


this. Had the Prodigal deferr'd his Return till he had better 
Cloaths on his Back, and a Viſage more like the Son of ſuch 
2 Father, Rags mult {till have been his Cloathing, and Husks 
his Entertainment. Do but conſider how it is; Jeſs Chriſt 
calls you, becaule ye are blind, to come to him for Eye-Salve; 


and you'll not go till ye can ſee better: You are Naked, and 


he calls you to come and receive Change of Rayment; and 
ou'll not go till better arrayed: He offers you Gold, for he 


nows your Poverty, and you'll not take it, till you have 


ſomething of your own to give for it, &c. Look over it a- 


gain, and ſee if this be handſom Dealing either with your 


ſelf or him. It's Free Grace in Redemption that is to be 
glorified 3 but ſomething of your own would leſſen your need 
of Chriſt, and lower your eſteem of his Grace; nay, *twould 
be a means to keep you from him, as Farms and Oxen did 
thoſe full Gueſts from the Wedding Supper. Conſider fur- 


ther, No Man was ever accepted of Chriſt for what he 


brought to him: They are beſt welcome that bring nothing, 


and yet expect a/ things. What did you give to Chriſt, or 


what did you for him, or ever can, that might move him 


to Die for you? Yea, to be made Sin and a Curſe for you? 


Did he go into Hell to ſetch you thence, and pawn his Soul 
(his precious Soul) for your Ranſom ? And can you think 
that he'll ſtick at petty Matters? Deſervedly may you and 


I be upbraided with, [O Fools, and flow of Heart to believe !} 


He knows we have Nothing, and would have us know 
that he knows it; and withal, that he hath 4// things for 
us: And for our invincible Encouragement, that all 
things are 0rs in a way of Right ; his Purchaſe hath made 
them ſo: We are his invited Gueſts, and ſhall not need to 
bring our Seat or Proviſion with us. I ſhall add but one 


_ Conſideration more; (viz.) Whether your keeping oft from 
. Chriſt, till fit for his Preſence, (as ye term it) be the way 


to better your State : Search, and ſee, if ſomething like 


Pride be not at Bottom: Something you would have, cer | 
you come, that might render you acceptable; and that you 


can have only from him; and you cannot have it, but by 


coming without it. Redemption hath in it infinite Treaſures 


of what we want; and our Redeemer is infinitely more 
pleaſed to give t em foi tù, than we to receive them, "Think, 


. 
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| therefore, you are always hearing that joyful Sound, Come 


unto me, all ye that Labour, and are heavy Laden, and Iuill 
give you Reſt (h: And, Him that cometh unto me, I will (in 
ao wiſe) caſt out (i). 3 8 
Tayjer. IV. This gives to Believers the higheſt Encourage. 
ment in their ſpiritual Conflict. For if our Old Man ud 
crucified with Chriſt, | that the Body of Sin. might be 1 
and the Intent of his Death cannot be fruſtrate, then Sz 
[ /ball not] have Dominion over you (); than which there's 
nothing more fortifies our Faith in fighting againſt Sin; no- 
thing more comforts a Soul concerning the Mork and Toil of 


his Hands (I). For, To take away Sin, being the End of 
Redemption ; to make the Work ſure, Chriſt himſelf was 


made Sin, Imputatively, not Inherently: All the Sins of 
thoſe he died for, met on him ; he and they were ſo incor- 
porated, as not to be ſeparated but by Death; Sin could not 
die unleſs Ch; ift died; Chriſt could not die without being 
made Sin; nor could he die, but Sin muſt die with him: 


Whole Chriſt, both Head and Members univerſally were al 
crucified together, and they all roſe together; all, excepting 


Fin, and that he left in his Grave; and let us remember it is 
[ There. So that now, We have nothing to do, in compa- 


riſon, but to take the Prey; for the Enemy is beaten to our 


Hands; E/eazer flew, and the People return'd after him 
only to ſpoil (m); and ſo it is here: And herein is that Say- 
ing verified, One Sowerh, and another Reapeth (n). Our 


Ruſineſs now, is to diſplay our General's Trophies; to tell 


of his Victories; and prepare our ſelves for his Triumph, 
that we may be ſuitable Attendants on him, at that glorious 
ee , CO nt 1 
Ihere are ſtraęling Parties, indeed, who watch for our, 


halting ; and ſeldom, elſe, can they have Advantage againſt 


us: But their Heart is broke ; and if follow'd in our Cap- 
tain's Victorious Name, they'll {till be recoiling; nothing 
daunts them more than to ſee you ſtand to it. Your Ad- 


verſary would make you a Bridge of Gold, or any thing, 


even to the half of his Kingdom, ſo you would ſound a 


Retreat, or ſpeak no more in that Name. Gird up therefore 
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(h) Mt. 11. 28. (i) Jobn 6, 37. (K) Rom. 6, 6,12, 22. (1) S 
5. 29. (m) 2 Sam. 23. 10. (n) John 4. 37. 8 
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the Loins of your Mind; let an holy Magnanimity poſſefs you; 
as knowing your Conflict ſhall end in your being crown'd. 
You Run not for an Uncertainty, therefore Fight not as they 
that beat the Air : For it is nevertheleſs true, that your E- 
nemy is ſtubborn, and your conſtant Purſuit will make him 
deſperate; ſince he may not have Quarter, he'll do all he 
can not to die alone; he will ſtand on his Stumps When his 
Legs are off, or lie on his Back, and fight: (for his Malice 
is implacable ;) He will never give over, till quite out of 
Breath ; which yet he will not be quite without, while we 
have any; we expire together. But here lies the Odds, 
That we, dying in the Conflict; ſhall riſe again with Marks 
of Honour, and our Laurel hold green to Eternity, yea we 
ſhall fit with our glorious Captain in his triumphal Cha- 
riot (o): But our Enemy lies in eternal Silence, and his 
Name forgot ; or remembred only to greaten our Exulta- 


tion and Glory: Only, as before, be ſure you ſtand to it; | 


ſet your Face as a Flint, as your Lord and Maſter did; and 
know, That as he was not confounded, ſo neither ſhall 
you: All that he had, you have on your fide, and the Me- 
rit of his Improvement added to it: What Power the Father 
gave to him, he delegates to you; even a Power over all the 
Power f the Enemy As it were an Antidote or ben 
to invalidate all that comes againſt you. Wherefore then 
ſhould you doubt; tho' they come about you like Bees, Ia 
the Name of the Lord you ſhall deſtroy them (p). Remember 
the Advantages you have; betides-rhe bruiſing of your 
Enemy's Head, and that incurably; your owh Head is in 
Heaven; and ke is there as on a Mount, to' behold 
both yours and your Enemy's Poſture, and to fend in 
Relief, which He never fails to do at à dead Lift (q): 
And He makes Iuterceſſion for yow (vr): While you are 
fighting, his Hands are up, and never weary, and there- 
fore you may be confident of Succeſs. It was by virtue of 
his Prayer that Peter's Faith did not fail, when there was 
but an Hair's Breadth between him and Death: The Devil 
winnow'd, but Chriſt ſtood by, and held the Mind in his 
M8, mr. 2+ 0 > . 
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(o) Rev. 3. 21. (P) Pſal. 118. 12. (q) 1/2. 41. 17. ch. 25. 4. 
(r) Heb. 7. 25. (s) Prov. 30. 4. Jer. 31. 11. d ; 
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Laſtly, Suppole you be foil'd; things go not with you 


. 
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zs they were wont, or as you expected; and that caſts you 
| back in your Faith; makes you cry out, Hit be ſo, why am 
Ibm (t)? Here the Lord ſays to you, (as once to his Ser- 
vant Foſbua) Get thee up; wherefore lieſt thou [ thus] (diſcou- 
raged) upon thy Face (u There's ſomething to be done: 
Find out the Troubler of thy Peace, and give it no Quar- 
ter; And if it be too hard for thee, (as certainly it will) call 
in the Mercy promiſed in Pſalm 12. Fr the Oppreſſion of the 
Poor, for the Highing of the Needy; Now will I ariſe (faith the 
| Lord) and ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at him (x): 
And then go on with your Work: Let nothing ſtop you of 
your Boaſting in this Region, this Upper Region, of the 
Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus : In that let your Strength be 
renew'd, the Journey elſe will be too great for you (); and 
in that Strength ſoar aloft ; Take the Wings of that Eagle, 


and mount towards Heaven, above all the Smoak and Duſt, 


both of Self-ability and Self-weakneſs. Make your boaſt of 


| God all the Day long: In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs 
and Strength: Of my ſelf I can do nothing ; but through 


Chriſt (the Strength I have from his Redemption) nothing 
ſhall be too hard for me. O Death, where is thy Sting? 0 
Hell, where is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and 

the Strength of Sin is the Law: But, thanks be unto God, 
which giveth us the Victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (z)! 

Amen. en e 13 


a Gen, 25, 22, (u) Joſh. 7. 10. 3) pſalm 12. +. 
(y) I Kings 1g. 7, 8. (29 1 Cor. 15. 55, 56, 57. 1 5 
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EFFECTUAL CALLING. 


4444+ H E Doctrine of Calling (which I term Efectual, 
ET 4 to dittinguiſh it from that which is outward only, 

. and prevails not) reſpects the Means whereby, and 
++$44+%+ the Manner how, God's Elect are actually prepa- 

red for that Salvation he hath choſen them to: It 

is God's revealing his Son in them ; and he doth it by the | 
| Holy Ghoit, whoſe Office it is to ſanctiſie whom the Father | 
| hath Elected, and Chriſt Redeemed (a) Theſe three Acts | 
of Grace are peculiar to the Three Perſons of the Sacred 
Trinity reſpectively; and are all predicated of the ſame Sub- 
jects; and that as a Party ſelect, and diſtinguiſhed from o- 
thers: They are Choſen out of the World (b); Redeemed from 
among Men (c); and Taken from among the Gentiles (d). 
Next to the Glory of his Grace, and the Honour of his 
Son, the Lord hath placed the Bleſledneſs of his Choſen, 
as the principal Scope and End of all he hath done in the 
World, or will do. It could not therefore {ſtand with his 
holy Wiſdom, to leave thoſe he was pleaſed to chuſe unto 
Salvation to the Conduct of their own Underitanding and 
Will, with ſuch Means and Helps as they have in common 
with other Men, and thereon to ſuſpend the whole of his 
| great Deſign ; for by ſuch a Courſe it would not only be 
liable to Fruſtration, but be certainly defeated. For preven- 
tion whereof, and that the Purpoſe of hi; Grace might ſtand, 
| he hath made it of the Subſlanct of Predeſtination, to Pre- 
Pare and Apply the Means, as well as to Appoint the End; 
which in ſacred Language is termed, a Giving of all Things 
pertaining to Life and Gedlineſs, 2 Pet. 1. 3. 
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priſed in the following Propolition, wv:z. 


Prop. That whatever Things are requifite to Salvation, are 
given of God freely to all the Eleft ; and wrought in they 
effectually, by the Divine Power, in order to that Salva. 
tion to which he hath appointed them. 


By [Salvation | here, I underſtand, the Saints perfe& Set- 
tlement in Ble ſledneſs and Glory: And, by [ Things requiſite 
thereto} all thoſe Gifts, Graces and Operations, that are any 
Way neceſſary to their actual Obtainment of that State. The 


[Divine Power | is that Ability of working which God hath 
reſerved to himſelf; and is not moved or governed by the 


Creature's Act, but by the Good Pleaſure of his ewn Will. 
That divers Things are requiſite to Salvation, needs no 
Proof: My Buſineſs therefore is to ſhew 3 


9” I. Vat the ſe Requiſites to Salvation are. 
II. What Root it is they proceed from. 


III. Whom they do belong unto, and by what Right. 
IV. The Way and Manner of God's diſpenſing them. 
I. What theſe Requiſites to Salvation are. 
They are of three Sorts; ſome to be done for us; ſome 
pon us, or in us; and others by us; yet fo, as not without 


the ſpecial Aid and Aſſiſtance of the firſt Agent, that good 
Spirit who began the Work, and worketh all in all. The 


great Thing to be done for us, (next after Election) is Re- 


demption from Sin : This was a Work of infinite Moment, and 
as far above the Undertaking of Creatures; For, 1. The 
Juſtice of God, that mult be ſatisfied, by a bearing the Curſe 
due to Tranſgreſſors: By this we are ſaved from Wrath; 
and without this, Divine Juſtice will not open the Houle of 
his Prifoners. 2. All Righteouſneſs muſt be fulfilled by an 
abſolute perfect Subjection to the Law: By this, we are in- 


tereſſed in Eternal Life; and without this, there is no en- 
tring into Reſt. 3. The Devil, who had the Power of Death, 
muſt be deſtroyed, and his Works of Darkneſs (by which he 


leads Captive at his Will) diſſolved; that Life and Immor- 
tality might be brought to light, and the Prey delivered: 


None of which Works could ever have been eſtected, but by 
| One of the {ame Nature with the Parties peccant or aggreſ⸗ 
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ing, and yet equal in Power and Dignity with the Majelty 
oftended ; for which Cauſe and End, God ſent forth his Son, 
made of a Woman, and made under the Law, &c. (e) That 
what the Law could not do becauſe of its Weakneſs thro? 
the Fleſh, the Son of God, in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, 
might perform ; and ſo condemn Sin in that Fleſh which 
gave it Entrance (E. This was the proper Subject of the 
former Head, viz. Redemption: The End of which (partly) 
was, To bring in the next Sort of Things requiſite to Sal- 
vation, that is, Such as are to be done vper and in the Elect; 
namely, 'Their Reconcilement to God, and Receiving the 


Adoption of Sons. This is the actual Performance of what 


| was Iatentionally in Election, and Virtually in the Death of 
Chriſt, as the neceſſary Way and Means to their ultimate 
End. The Sum of theſe Requiſites conſilis in Faith and 
Sanfification (g); the one imports our Right, the other our 
Capacity ; Faith 7atitles, and Holineſs meetens: Both which, 
tho expreſs'd as tuo, go always together as if but oze; and 
ae as inſeparable as Light from the Sun: And without theſe, 


our little World would ſtill be in Darkneſs, notwithſtanding. 


all the Light that ſhines about us, 'or within us: Neither 
knowing our Danger, nor how to eſcape it. „ Crt 


1. Faith. This, in general, is that Spiritual Light in which 
we ſee our ſelves by Nature Children of Math, and wholly 
unable to change our State; and withal, do apprehend Gd 
- Fuſtiſying freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that is 


in Jeſus Chriſt („); and to that End, do roll our ſelves upon 


him, and give up our ſelves to his Laws and Government. 


It is of the Eſſence of Faith, to empty the Soul of Sell 


ability. And, 1. Of its own Underſtanding : It is a Beam of 


Divine Light, which evidenceth all a Man's Natural Know- 
ledge to be Ignorance and Dar knefs, as to Spiritual Things: 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, as of a Faculty heul) given (i); 
and the Nature of its new Objects requires it; for the Na- 
tural Man [ cannot | diſcern the Things of God (). They that 
have the beſt Eyes now, were ſometimes Darkneſs. 2. Faith 
empties the Soul of its own Righteouſneſs; (I.) By diſcove- 


ring the Uncleanneſs-of it (). (2.) By ſhewing the Neceſ- 
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le) G4. 4. 4,6. (f) Ro. 8.3. (g) 2 Theſ 2. 13. (h) Ron 3. 24. 
li) 1 John 5, 20. (K) 1 Cor. 2. 14. (I) Ja. 64. 6. 
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deed, his Buſineſs to be ſhut of his own, and moſt gladly 
vinc'd *tis no eaſie Matter to be ſaved; fince to believe, and 


knows, is too hard, for God, and therefore rakes hold of 
"Mp Ts (r), to work this Faith in him; and ſo, by a 


till afterwards. 


teouſneſs imputed, Sanctification infuſed: The former is firſt 
jn Order of Nature; they commence together in Point of 


his former Privileges; or as the cancelling a Bill of Attain- 


communicated; by which the Old Man is expell'd, with his 


Man from his wild Stock, and grafting him into the true (x): 


1+ 17, (t) Col. 1. 13. (u) John 3.3. (x} Rom. 11. 17. Gal. 4 15+ 


nets is to be found (x). (4+) That it may be atrain d and 


lity of a Better. (+). (30, In whom this Better Righteout i © 


; 
had (0). (5.) That being attained the Soul is /afe, and may fi © 


triumph over all (p). (6.) That this Better Righteouſneſs 
and its own cannot ſtand together (q). And then, 3. The 
next Work of Faith is, 'To empty the Soul of its own 
Strength; that is, of all Confidence in himſelf, as to the 
Obtainment of that Better Righteouſneſs, He makes it, in- 


would be invelted with the Righteouſneſs of God; but 
finds it a Matter of tranſcendent Difficulty : Now he's con- 


to keep the whole Law, are things of an equal Facility; i. 
e. they are both alike impoſſible to him: But nothing, he 


Faith unſeen, believes to a Faith that is vi/ible (5) : It's Faith | 
that is at Work all this while, tho* the Soul knows it not 


2. The other grand Requiſite to Salvation is Sanctiffcati 
en, or perſonal inherent Holineſs. Juſtification is by a Righ- 


Time, even as Light in the Air at the Sun's Approach; or | 
as the reverſing an Outlawry inſtantly reſtates the Party in 


der reſtores the Blood. Santification is the Divine Nature 


Deeds, or rather ſubdu'd and brought under; for they ate 
not totally null'd in this Life ; only proud Fleſh is put down 
from its Seat, (and that's a great Matter ;) its Dominion is 
taken away, and the Seed of God enthron'd in its ſtead: 
And ſo we are ſaid to be Tranſlated out of Satan's Kingdim, 
or Government, into Chriſt's (t). It is ſomet mes called 
Regeneration, Or a being born again (u) The ſeparating 4 


The forming of Chriſt in us (y); and the Law written in 


4 - 
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* « on 
- 4 . * ” * — 1 
* * _ N 1 — — 1 * : — _—- — 


(m) Roms. 3. 20. (n) Ch. 10. 4. (o) ch. 3. 21. (p) Ch. 8. 34. 
and ch. 7. 25. (q) Cal. 5. 2. Rom. 10. 3. (r) 1ja. 27.5. () Rom. 
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the Heart (z); 7. e. Diſpoſitions according to God, or an 


Heart after his own. It's alſo term'd; The paſſing away 7 


O Things, and a becoming New of All (a): There's a Change 
of Principles, Scope, and End of a Man's Life. Not that 
the old Faculties are blotted out or deſtroy'd, but reduc'd or 


 renewd, according to the [mage of him that createth it (H. 


As the Body, when it is regenerated, (or raiſed agen) ſhall 
de the ſame that was ſown ; but ſo chang'd, and dignify'd 
in its Qualities, as if it were another : So, in the Soul's Re- 
generation, the ſame Underſtanding, Will, Atfections do 


ing to the new Objects they are to converſe with. And 
»his is ſo main a Requiſite to Salvation, that we are not ca- 


pable of Heaven without it: Even the local Heaven would 


not be a Place of Happineſs to a Soul unſanctified: No Com- 
munion there without Concord: And that's the Reaſon 
why ſpiritual Notions are ſo diſguſt ful to carnal Men; and 
if they cannot endure the Shadow, how ſhould they bear 
the Subſtance and Thing itſelf? In this Work the Soul is 
Paſſrve : But being thus quickned by the Spirit of Life from 


en; and now, (ſay they, as Daniel, Now) let my Lord ſpeak, 
for thou bref ſtrengthened me, Dan. 10. 19. And thenceforth 
their Work and Buſineſs is, To walk worthy of the Lord ; to 
glorify that Grace which hath ſaved them; to walk before 


or Meetneſs for that State of Glory which all theſe are pre- 


titude : For tho? ye may, and ought to have reſpect to your 
own Salvation, Peace and Comfort; yet ſo, as to ſubſtitute 


all to the Glory of the Grace of God: And take this by 
the way, to encourage you in your Duty, That the Glory of 
God and his People's Bleſſedneſs are ſo interwoven, as never 


to be divided: While ye keep That moſt direcily in your Eye 


and Scope, your own Concerns are moſt currently going 


on; they fall in together, and keep in the ſame Channel. 
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(2) Heb, 8. 10. (a) 2 Cor. 5. 17. (b) Gol 3. 19, Rom. 8. 29. 
15 1 . II. When 


remain ; but quite otherwiſe diſpos'd and qualified, accord- 


God, and ſet upon their Feet, ny are capacitated for Acii- 
3 


God in the daily Exerciſe of thoſe Graces he hath given 
them; and to preſs after Perfection, 7. e. a Ripeneſs in Grace, 


paratory to; to ſhew forth his Praiſes; the Virtues of him 
that hath called them ; making his Law their Rule, and his 
Glory their End above all; and all in a Way of dutiful Gra- 
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Ih, Whence theſe Requiſite in Sabuation do proceed, I 


That Men might know themſelves to be Creatures, was Ml 7 
needſul to know the World had a Beginning, by Whom, and b 
How: And no leſs needful to know the Original of the Worlg Ne 
renew'd. The not minding of which may have been the 
Occaſion of Men's nn New Creation to the Con. ll 1 
courſe of Free-will Atoms: which ſeems (at leaſt) as irrational Ml t 
as the contingent coming together of the viſible Frame, 

Our preſent Enquiry therefore. is, 'Touching the Author 
of Faith and Holineſs? What Root they ſpring f om? Who, 
or What is the Efficient Cauſe of Regeneration? What Power 
it is by which the New Creature is formed, and brought 
forth? Our Aſſertion is, That the New Creature is God'; 

Workmanujhip | entirely and alone. | This the Scripture ſeems 
evident for, and delivers it in poſitive Terms in Fam. I. 1). 
Every good Gift, and every perfect Gift is from Above, and 
cometh down from the Father of Lights : Which is ſo full an 
| Anſwer to the Queſtion as (one would think) admits of no 
Reply. But being a Truth unacceptable to Nature, and ſuch 
{triving among Men to entitle the Humane Power and Will 
to the Fatherhood of this New Creation, it mult be argued: 
And our Argument for it is this; That the New Creature muſt 
be wrought either by. a [ Divine Power; or by a | Natural] 
Power; or by a Concurrence of | both together.] But, 
_ Firſt, It cannot be wrought by a Natural Power; and that 
for {uch Reaſons as thele : . 


4 


Arg. I. Becauſe it is a Creature; and of all Creatures the 
Nebleſt and moſt Excellent. All the Virtuoſi in the World 
are not able to make an Atom: They may 'refine and ſubli- 
mate Things that are, but cannot give Being to the leaſt 
Thing that is not. How then ſhould the Natural Man give 
Being to the New Creation? To ſuppoſe ſuch a thing would 
be a degrading to the Divine Nature; a ſetting the Image 
of the Heavenly below that of the Earthly: For he that 
builds, is worthy of more Honour than the Thing that is 
built. by him, Heß. 3. 3. 5 
Arg. II. Nothing can afford That it hath not in itſelf, 
| Now, Every Soul in Nature is Darkneſs, and poſſeſt with 
an habitual A verſion from God: But Light is not brought 
out of Darkneſs, nor Friendſhip out of Enmity: No Min 
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vil expect Grapes from Thorns; the Product will be accor- 
ing to That of which it is produced; Every Seed will have 
i oon Body (c); An evil Tree cannot bring forth goed Fruit (d); 
That which is boru of the Fleſh is Fleſb (e), and will never be 
better: Therefore the New Creature, being a Divine Thing, 
annot be educed of Natural Principles. wel 
A.. III. The Natural Man is not only void of all Virtue 
and Property that tends to Regeneration; but is Oppoſite 
thereto. Jo be grafted into the true Olive-tree, is contrary 
to Nature (F); The Carnal Mind is Eumity againſt God (g): 
And Enmity being a Principle uncapable of Reconcilement, 
it cannot be ſuppos'd it will help to deſtroy itſelf : They will 
wt ſo much as ſeeꝶ after God, nor take him into their thoughts 
(þ). Satan they follow with Natural Motion (i); but as for 
the Word of the Lord, they profeſs ſtoutly, I hey will not 
hearken unto it (k): They have loved Strangers, and after 
them they will go (I). So deſperately wicked are the Hearts of 
Men (n); they are even made up. of fleſbly Luſts, which war 
againſt the Soul, and whatſoever hath reſpect to its happy 
Reſtorement. And this Enmity is maintained and animated, 
(l.) By the Darkneſs that is in them; which all Men in Na- 
ture are filled with; or with falſe Lights, which are equally. 
pernicious and obſtructive to this Work : By reaſon where- 
of, the moſt glorious Objects, tho? juſt before them, are hid 
from. their Eyes: They do not, nor they cannot diſcern the 
Things which are of God (n) They have falſe Conceptions . 
of every thing; Call Gocd Evil, and Evil Good; put Light 
for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs for Lig; and the molt excellent 
Things are commonly furtheſt oft their Approbation. It's a 
known Experiment, That the more Spiritual any Truth is 
the more will carnal Reaſon object againſt it: Hou can theſe | 
things be (o)? And, Hou can this Man give 1s of his Fleſh to 
eat (p)? By all the Underſtanding that Men have before 
Converſion, they are but more ſtrongly prejudiced againſt 
| the Truth (4). (2.) This Enmity is further confirm'd and 
bx'd, by the Naturality of it. If it were an adventitious 
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(e) 1 Cor. 15. 38. (d) Mat. 7. 18. (e] Joln 3. 5. (f) Rom. 
11.24. (8) Rom. 8. 7. (b) Pſalm 10. 4. (i) Jobn &. 44. 
(k) Jer. 44. 6. (I) ch. 2. 23. im) Ch. 17,9. (/ 1 Cor. 2. | 
14 (0) Jobn 3. 9. (p) Ch. 6. 52. (q) Ads 19, 18. and 


Quality, 
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Quality, it might poſſibly be ſeparated; but Now it cane 


acted by a foreign Power, are mounted into the Air) their 
upward Motion quickly 1 becauſe it was not Natural; 
they come again to their Center of their own accord, and 


according to the Nature of that which receives it. Plants 


own Species and Property. A Vine and a Thiſtle both | 
' planted in one Soil, have the ſame Sun, Dew, Air, and o- 
| ther Influences, common to both, yet each one converts the 


| beſtow what Coſt and Pains, you will upon it, it does all 


the Impure all things are defiled (c). David by 


D * — ——— I OY . Nun * ——_— 
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by any humane Power. And that it is Natural appeats; in 
that the Univerſality of Mankind is infected with it: It i; 
not here and there one; but al and every one, Jews and Gen- 
tiles, are all under Sin; None that underſtandeth; None that 
ſeeketh after God; None that doth good, no not one (r) : Al 
Fleſb had corrupted his Way (s) : Every Imagitation of the 
Heart is only evil, and that en 0 : Every Man is 
brutiſh, and altogether filthy (u): And this is their Root; 
Conceived in Sin (x); Go oft -ay from the Womb (y), &c. It 
alſo grows up with them; and the longer it lives the worſe it 
is, and the more ded (2): It rs not ſubje6t to the Lau 


of God, neither indeed | can be] (a), And tho, at times, they 
look another way, (like Bullets of Stone or Lead, which, 


there they live and die: As was verified in Saul, Ahab, 
Asrippa, and others. oy FWF 

Arg. IV. The New Creature cannot be the Product of 
Natural Power, becauſe every thing is receiv'd and improv'd 


and other Creatures, turn all their Nouriſhment into their 


whole of that it receives into its own Subſtance and Kind. 
You may plant and prune, and dig and dung an evil Tree, 


but enable the more pregnant Production of evil Fruit: Juſt 
fo doth the Natural Man, even turn the Grace of God into 
Laſciviouſneſs (b) : As to the Pure all things are pare; 

is 4 
ons learned to keep God's Law (d); but Ahaz treſpaſſed jet 
more (e). Good Jeſiah's Heart melts at reading the Law, 
he humbles himſelf, and falls to reforming (F); but wicked 
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(r Rom. 3. 9,— 18. (3) Gen. 6 12, (t) Ch. 8. 21. cu) Fer. | 
10. 14+ (x) Pſalm 51,5, (y) Pſalm 58.3, (2) Jer. 13. 23. 
(a) Rom. 8 2. (b) Jude ver. 4. (c) Tit. 1. 13. (d) Pſalm 119. 
67, (e) 2 Chron 28. 22, (f) Ch. 34 27, 21. BEE: 
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Pehojakim, he cuts the Roll in pieces, and burns it (g): Thus 
Jin, (i. e. Corrupt Nature) works Death by that which i; 
good 


\ Concurrence of Divine and Natural Pouer | together,] the fol- 
lowing Arguments ſhew. : hs as 
Arg. I. The Holy Ghoſt needs no Aﬀiſtance in his Work: 

Who and Where is he that ſtood up for his Help, when he 

moved on the Waters, and brought forth this World into 

Form (i)? When He weighed the Mountains in Scales, and the 

Hills in a Ballance (k)? He that made all Things of Nothing 

cannot be ſuppos'd to need the Aid of any. As Man had 

nothing to do in the Conception of Chriſt's Humane Nature, 
but the Pougr of the Moſt High was alone in that Work; fo alſo 
it is in forming Chriſt within us. Why ſhould he call in the 

Aid of another, unleis deficient of himſelf? And he mult 

be greatly put to it, that takes in the Help of an Enemy. 

A.. II. If the Holy Ghoſt had need of Help, the Fleſh 

ek not the leaſt, nor can. For, (1.) The Natural Man 

is without Strength (I). The beſt natur'd Man in the World 

(until Regenerate) is but Fleſh; and all Fleh is Graſs, and 

the Glory of it as the Flower of Graſs (m), which fades in a 

Moment; it's an Arm that has no Strength (n); makes a ſhew, 

but can do nothing. And it is not weak only in itſelf, but 

it renders weak and impotent whatever relies upon it, or 


may be uſed by it, for any Spiritual End: A Straw in the 
Hand of a Giant will make no deeper Impreſſion than if in 


the Hand of a Stripling : The Law itſelf, which was ordained 
to Life, is made weak through the Fleſh (o). (2.) The Fleſh 
is an oppoſite Principle, at perfect Enmity againſt the Holy 
Seed; as you lee before: It anſwers, as Pharaoh, po is the 
Lord that Iſbould obey him (p)? Its whole Buſineſs is to cruſh 
the Workings of the Spirit; and the Conflict ceaſeth not, 
but in the total Overthrow of the one Party. The Flehß 
and the Spirit always have been, are, and will be Two; yea, 
even where the Enmity hath loſt its Dominion, it will main- 
tain a Conflict to the laſt : And if the one fights againſt the 
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(g) Jer. 36. 23. (h) Rom. 7. 8, 10. (i) Gen. 1. 2. Job 38. 4. 
(k) Iſa. 40. 12, 14. (1) Rom. 5. 6. (m) 1 Per. 1. 24, (n) 70 
8 . _Other_ 


Secondly, That the New Creature is wot wrought by the 
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other after the New Creature is formed, it will doubtleſz 
oppole the f/t Formation of it. (3.) If we ſhould ſuppoſe 
the Fleſh able, in any reſpect, to give Aſſiſtance in this Work. 
the Holy Ghoſt would none of it: That Concord hath Chrif 
_ with Belial (q)? Such Mixtures are an Abomination to him: 
He would not permit his People to ycke an Ox and an 4( 
together in Ploughing (r); Nor to ſom their Land With didi 
. Seeds (c). And if in building an Altar their Tool were lif 
up upon it, the Lord reckons it defiled (:). (g.) Suppoſe 3 
Polſlibility of Conjunction : What would be the Iſſue of it} 
len the Scns of God went in to the Daughters of Men, Giants 
were bern to them (u). If Creatures of ſeveral kinds ſhould 
couple together, what can be produc'd but a Monſter in 
Nature? Such Monſters in Spirituals are Hynocrites and 
temporary Believers : In whom there is Gineching begotten 
on their Wills, by the common Strivings and Enlightnings 
of the Spirit, which attains to a kind of Formality, but 
proves, in the End, a Lump of dead Flefh : It never comes 
to be a New Creature; as you fee in Herod and Agrippa. 
An OwPs Egg, tho' hateht by a Dove or Eagle, will prove 
but a Night-Bird : The Seed of the Bond-Woman will be 


EE carnal, tho* Abraham himſelf be the Father of it. 


To illuſtrate this a little farther, I would briefly recount 
what moſt probably ſhould Influence the Hearts of Men, 
and lead them to Repentance ; with their common, if not 
conſtant Effect, when left to their Free- will Improvements. 
I reduce them to five: A proſperous Condition; Afﬀidi- 
ons; the Word of God; the Strivings of the Spirit; and 
Miracles. 3 78 5 
1. Proſperity : This, we find, hath not done it. How i 
many have been the worſe, and how few, if any, the better 
for it? Even Jeſburun waxed fat, and kicked (x). In the 
time of the Judges, whenever they had reſpite from trouble, 


they preſently fell ta Idolatry> When Uzziah was ſtrong, y 


Heart was lifted up to his Deſtruction (). Some thexe be that 
are not in Trcuble like cther Men; their Eyes ſtand out with 
 Fatneſs; they have more than Heart can wijh, &c. But are 

they bettered by it? No; Pride compaſſeth them about like a 
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(d) 2 Cor. 6 15. (x) Deut. 22. 10. (s) Fer. 9. (t) Exod. 20. 
25. (u) Cen. 6. 4. (x) Deut. 32. 15. (y) 2 Chron. — 
| | „ Chain, 
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Chain, and they ſet their Mouths againſt the Heavens (⁊) : 

So true is that Maxim, Let Faveur be ſbewed to the Wicked, 
Jet will he not learn Righteouſneſs : In the Land of Upright- 
neſs will he deal unjuſtly (a). 5 

2. Afflictions and Judgments will not do it. It appears 
by Amos, that that People were loaded with variety of Judg- 
ments, yet they turned not to him that ſmote them (b)3 The 
more they were ſtricken, the more they revolted (c). The Lord 
was wroth with Ephraim, and ſmote him; He hid his Face 
from him, and was wroth : (Which, if any thing, ſhould have 
moved _ ) But what cares Ephraim! He went on fro- 
wardly in the way of his Heart (d). The Jews continue to 
this Day in their Unbelief, tho” Math be come upon them to 
the uttermoſt, The Antichriſtian World, when Vials of 
| Wrath were poured forth upon them, They blaſphemed God, 
and repented not (s) : Thus, Bray a Fool in a Mortar, jet 
will not his Fooliſhneſs depart from him (f): It's natural to 
him, and therefore inſeparable. =_ . 

3. The Word of God, and his Ordinances: Neither is it 
in theſe to turn the Heart back again. Of this, the People 
of Iſrael are a pregnant Example ; To them were committed 
the Oracles of God (g); No Nation had God ſo nigh them as 
they (/); and yet the moſt ſtubborn, {tiff-necked People 
that ever the Earth bore. The Lord ſends them his Prophets, 
riſing early, and ſending (i); and ſee how they are uſed!) 
Firſt, They flight his Meſſengers, and ſend them may empty 
(e): Then they fall to beating ar nee of them 0 ; 
yea, they proceed farther, (for this Enmity knows no 
Bounds) ſome they ſtoned, others they ew with the Sword 
00 When was there one that eſcaped them? At laſt he 

ends them his Son; ſurely, they ll reverence him! No, This 
is the Heir; come, let us kill him (a) And thus they went 
on till there was no Remedy (0). +l 


4. The World of Ungodly in Noal's time: Aſter Warn- 
ing of the Flood, they had the Spirit of God ſtriving with 
them fixſcore Tears together (p) And yet, hot à Man in the 
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(.) Pſalm 73. 3. — 9. (a) Iſa. 26. 10. (b) Amos 4. 6.— 12. 
(C) Ja. 1. 5. (d] Iſa. 57. 17, (e) Rev. 16. 9, 11. Hof. 7. 9, 10. 
f) Prov. 27. 22. (g) Rom. 3. 2. h) Deut. 4. 7. (i) 2 Chron, 
36. 15 16. (k) Fer. 25. 3 4. (1) Fer. 37. 15. (m) Luke 0. 10, 
115. (n) Mat. 21. 38, (0) 2 Chron, 36. 16. (p) Gen. 6. 3. 
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whole Univerſe prevailed upon. The People in the Wil. 
derneſs, how many ways did the Lord ſtrive with them 
by mighty Deliverances, terrible Appearances, merciful Pro- 
vidences, rang Negmonts and this, Forty Years toge. 
ther! And yet, {till they went on Rebelling againſt hin 
and wexing his holy Spirit (q). My ak 
5. Miracles will not do it. What a Multitude of Theſe 
mingled with Judgments, were ſhewn upon Pharaoh ! All 
which did but further harden him (7). Then the People of 
the Wilderneſs : Take but that one Inſtance of Korah and 
his Company; The Earth clave aſunder, and ſwallowed up 
the chief of the Mutineers, with all that they had; They 
went alive into the Pit (s): Two hundred and fifty more were 
conſumed by Fire from Heaven (t) : Which one would think 
ſhould cauſe them to fear the Lord,and do no more preſumy- 
tuouſly; and yet, the next thing we hear of them, on the 
very Morrow, they are at it again ; and that not a Party of 
them, but the whole Congregation (u). All which conſidered 
and laid together, it follows, with much Evidence, 
Thirdly, That the New Creature is the Product of Divine 
Power | alone). A Point of great Concernment, if duly 
conſidered. | „ | 
Ihe Evangeliſt John is clear on our fide, touching this 
Original and Pedigree of it; both whence it is nat, and 
whence it is. It is born not of Blood; i. e. It belongs not to, 
nor is brought forth in, any as they are Men made of Fleſh 
and Blood; nor as they are Abraham's Seed according to the 
| Fleſh (x) . Nor is it born of the Mill of the Fleſh; the carnal 
and ſenſual Affections have nothing 0 do in the ſpiritual 
Birth: Nor of the Vill of Man; the fational Faculties, by 
which Men are ſet above the Rank of other Creatures, even 
Theſe contribute nothing to our Divine Sonſbip. But it is of 
God ()); i. e. it his Work alone; and the Natural Man has 
nothing to do in it: He is as perfectly Unaftive in it, as the 
dry Bones in cauling themſelves to live (z); or as Lazarm 
in reviving himſelf ; of whom it is ſaid, He that was dead 
tame forth bound Hand and Foot (a): Which was ſuch a De- 
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(q) La. 63. 10. (r) Exod. 7. 14,22. Ch. 8. 19. Ch. 9. 7, &c. 
(s) Numb. 16, 32. (t) Ver. 35. (u) Ver. 41. (x) Rom. 9. 7. 

14) Jobn 1. 13. (2) Erek. 37. 5, 9, 14. (a) Jobn 11. 44. 
IT  monſtration 
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monſtration of Divine Power, that the Phariſees themſelves 
acknowledge, If they now let him alone, all Men will believe 
in him (b). (And if it were not ſo, the Lord alone ſhould 
not be exalted.) And with this falls in that other beloved 
Diſciple James; Of his own Will begat he us (c); i. e. By his 
own Divine Power he forms and K rhp the New Crea- 
tion, without any Aſſiſtance from the Old, or Co-operation 
of it: They contribute no more to it, than thoſe who ſleep 
in the Duſt to their own Reſurrection, Peter, he alſo tells 
us, It is born of incorruptible Seed (d). And John, again, 
That 4 is born of the Spirit (e); which is, plainly, to be of 
the Offspring of God. Of like 'Tenor is that of the Pro- 
phet, Thou haſt wrought all our Works in us (F); and that 
of Paul, V are his Von kanu (g) as allo that of the 
Palmiſt, /* is he that hath made us (and nit we our ſelves) 
his People (h). We find it here, and in John, expreſſed 
both Negatively and Poſitively ; as purpoſe and for ever to 
exclude whatever is in Man, from being ſo much as thought 
Contributary to the New Creation; and that the whole 
Work might be father'd upon God only - Which is, indeed, 
the natural Reſult of all thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of it 
under the Notion of a Creature; which neceſſarily implies, 
That the Hole of it, both Matter and Form, is from the 
Creator: For, in truth, a Creature's Foundation is Nothing, 
beſides the good Pleaſure of God. It may further be noted, 
That in James, the Father of Lights is ſaid to beget it; and 
in the Galatians, Jeruſalem which is above to be the Mother 
of it; and in John, as before, that it is born of the Spirit. 
Now, if Father and Mother, Begetter and Bringer-forth, are 
both in Heaven, what ſhall the Man of Earth. found his 
Pretenſions upon, as to the Parentage of the New Creature? 
And further, it is worthy of\Remark ; 1. What fort of 
Inſtruments were moſily uſed in this Work. Not the Learn- 
ed, but [literate Men: And of theſe, ſuch moſt eminently 
as had neither Elegancy of Speeth, nor majeſtick Preſence 
(i): And the End of this was, Ahat it might appear, and 
Men might be convinced, That Air Faith ſtood not in (was 
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dc) Job 11. 48. (c) James 1. 11. 2 Pet. r. 8. (d) 1 Pet. 1. 
23. (e) Jobn 3. 8. (f) Iſa, 26. 12. (g) Eph. 2 10. (h) Palm 
100. 2. (1) 2 Cor. 10, 10. = 
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neither made nor maintained by) the Wiſdom of Men, but 
the Power of God (k). 2. The Natural oy of the 
Perſons commonly wrought upon to receive thoſe high- born 
Principles, not many of the Miſe and Nebie, but the Poor, 
Baſe and Fooliſh ; G e. in, compariſon of others.) And why | 
Theſe ? Truly, it was to make good the Truth that's here 
aſleited, viz. That no Fleſh might glory in his Preſence (J). 
And yet likewiſe take Notice, That the }/ife and Noble 
were not excluded; witneſs the Wife of Herod's Steward, 
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gainſt it: Which was, indeed, the higheſt Indication of 


Divine Power that ever was put forth, or ſhall be. 


being Originally from Election, I ſhall ſpeak here only to 
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how prone are we to it in Matters of Divine Concernment ! 
which chiefly comes from the Pride of our Spirits, who fain 
would be Somebody in procuring our own Happinels ; and 
do therefore aſcribe it to any Cauſe, rather than That which 
is proper to it. This is a Great Evil; and the more perilous 
and catching, becauſe eſpouſed by ſome of no common 
Profeſſion, and that with great Pretences of Reaſon for it. 
To refute which, your moſt rational Courſe will be to ſearch 


and conſult the Scriptures; whoſe Teſtimony and right Rea- 
ſon do always ſort together: And if by this Aſcent you fol- 
low Salvation, and all the Conducements thereto, up to 


their Head, you ſhall find them all to be intirely and abſo- 
lutely of God, and contained in the ſame Decree; and con- 


ſequently, "That Faith and Holineſs are the Effett and cer- 


tain Conſequents of Electiou. opt 05 
The genuine Import of Scripture- Salvation is broad and 
comprehenſive, extending to all manner of Requiſites which 
any way conduce to the perfect Accompliſhment of the thing 
itlelf : Outward Salvation, whatever belongs to the Out- 


ward Man's Preſervation; as Water, Bread, Walls, and Bul- 
warks, Oc. Ifa. 26. 1. Salvation will appoint Walls and Bl. 
warks ; i. e. The Promiſe of Salvation implies and carries in 
it all things pertaining to Safety : So, Spiritual Salvation . 


whatever pertains to Bleſſedneſs and Glory; as Redemption 
from Sin, Faith, Holineſs, and Holding out to the End: Any 


of which being abſent, would invalidate all the reſt; as 
one Round of a Ladder pluck'd out, hinders your aſcent to 


the Top. If one give me a piece of Land that is round 


inclofed, the Law gives me a Way to it, (tho' no expreſs 
mention thereof in my Deed) ſo as to take the Profits; his 
| Gift would otherwiſe little avail me. Salvation is That the 


Elect are endowed with ; Faith and Holineſs the neceſlary 
Way to their actual Poſſeſſion : And therefore, Theſe they 
| mult be ordained unto, and are, as well as to Salvation it 
elf: For, being Preckſlinate to the Adoption of Sous (q), and 


to be Confu med to the Image of Chriſt (), (which is not 


perfectly accompliu'd till his appearing in Glory (5), they 
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(4) Eph. 1. 5. (r) Rom. 8. 28. (8) 1 Jobn 3, 2. 7 
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of Effectual Calling. -_ 
That. To put Effects in the Place of Cauſes, and Cauſes of 
Effects, is a great Abſurdity in Natural Things; and yet 
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mult be predeſtinate alſo to all thoſe intermediate Diſpenſg. 


tions and Graces, which: are requiſite thereto. For, Right 

to the End, gives Right to the Means : They are therefore 
ſaid to be Choſen to Salvation | through] Santtification of the 
Spirit, and Belief of the Truth (t). In Order of Intention, 


Gad wills the End firſt, and then the Means; In Order of | 


Execution, the Means firſt, as directive to that End (2): 


The End is the Cauſe ef the Means (x), and Election the 
Cauſe of them both (y). 


The Promiſe of Canaan to Abraham's Seed, did Virtual) 
contain whatever muſt come between the making of the 


Promiſe, and the final Performance of it: As, (1.) To mul- 


tiply his Seed into a Nation. (2.) To keep Eſau, Laban, | 
and others, from hurting them. (3.) To provide for them | 
in Time of Famine. (4.) To preſerve and encreaſe them in 
Egypt, notwithſtanding the Egyptians Craft and Cruelty to | 
ſuppreſs them. (5.) To bring them forth with an high | 
Hand, in contempt of Pharaoh's Reſolvedneſs againſt it, 
and his Potency to withſtand it. (6.) To divide the Sea | 
before them, and provide them a 'I'able in the Wilderneſs. | 
(.) To cauſe their Enemies Hearts to faint, and become as | 
Water. (S.) To ſend the Hornet before them, and to fight 
for them, Oc. (For otherwiſe the Lord's giving them Ca- 
naan, had been but as the Pope's giving England to the Spa- 
niard, that is, if he could get it.) And laitly, To pardon | 
their manifold great and high Provocations; by which they 
expoſed themſelves to Wrath and Extirpation daily. So is 
it in the Caſe of Election; it draws with it even All that is 
tendent to the Saints actual Inveſtiture with Glory. The 
Apoſtle therefore lin keth Eternity paſt, with Eternity to 
come; he makes Election and Glorification the two extream | 
Points of the Compaſs; Calling and Juſtification (which are | 
Parts intermediate) he founds upon the Firſt, in Order to 
the Laſt ; and gives you their Set-courſe, in Rom. 8. Whom | 
. he did foreknow, them alſo he did predeſtinate (to what?) to 
be conformed to the Image of his Son; and whom he did pre. 


0 
_ deſtinate, them alſo he calle 
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2. 8, 18. (7) Rom. 8. 29. (a) 2 Pei. 1. 3. 


7 (t 2 Theſſ 2. 13. (u) Rom. 8. 30. (x) Eph. 2. 4, 5. (Y) Cb. | 


and 


d (z): And what did he call } 
them to? He called them to Holineſs, to Glory and Virtue (a); : 
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nd whom he called, them alſo he juſtified and glorified (b) - 
Theſe all do belong to the ſame elbe and that by Virtue 
of the Decree; and no one of them did ever go alone. 


The like Succeſhon of Cauſes and Effects ye have in the 


16th of Ezekiel (c). The Lord finds them in their Blood, 
that is, in their Natural loſt Condition: He enters into Co- 
venant with them, and makes them his own; there's their 
Election: Then he JJ/aſhes them, and that throughly ; 
there's their Juſtification : And then Adorus them; there's 


their Sanctification, which always is conſummated in Glory. 


In the 17th of the 4s, ye have Paul preaching at Theſſa- 
loxica (d): The ſame Doctrine was propounded to all inde- 
finitely ; and it muſt be ſo, for the Miniſter knows not the 
Elect from other Men: But the Holy Ghoſt, who ſearcheth the 
deep Things of God, and hath the Management of this Work 
committed to him, he knew the Elect by Name (e), and 
accordingly took them; Gathered them one by one (J), (each 


one in his proper Time) and oper'd their Ears to Diſcipline 


); making them J/hat they were choſen to be. And the 


ame Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the The//alonians, where he 


celebrates the Effects of this Sermon, brings in their Elecſi- 
n as the Cauſe of their Converſion ; Knowing Brethren Be- 
lived, your Election of God; | Tor] our Goſpel came not to 
you in Word cnly, (as it did to others) but in Power (h) - 
So in the Acis, As many as were ordained to Eternal Life, 
believed (i): And the Lord added to the Church daily (whom 
did he add ?) ſuch as ſhould be ſaved (. Effeftual Calling 


i; a ſure Demonſtration of Election, and the firſt Effect by 


- 


which it can be known. 

That precious Faith through which we are ſaved, is ob- 
tained through the Righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt (1). (I.) It is given through the Righteouſneis 


of God the Father; and fo, it either reſpects his Ordaining 


us to Eternal Life; in which Act he did implicitely engage 
himſelf to give us Faith, which may therefore be called, The 
Faith of God's Elef# (m) Or elſe, it reſpects his Promiſe 
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(b) Rom. 8. 30. (o) Ezek. 16. 6, to 12. (d) As 17. 1, to 4. 
(e) John 10. 3. (f) Iſa. 27. 12. (g] Job 36. 10. (h) 1 Tbeſ. 1. 4,5. 
) Ads 13. 48. (k) Ch. 2. 47. (I) 2 Pet. 1. 1. (m) Tit. 1. 1. 


made to Chriſt, That ſetting his Soul an Offering for Sin, be 


ſhould 
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ſhould fee his Seed (2) Or it may be intended of both, 
(2.) The Rightecuſneſs of Chriſt is concerned in it Two 


Ways: 1. As the meriting or procuring Cauſe thereof; and . 
ſo this Faith belongs of Right to every one he died for (0). 4 
Or, 2. As he is that faithful Servant, who gives to every one 1 
according as he hath received of the Father for them (p)! 1 
In al! which Reſpects, it evidently flows from Election. Fo f 
confirm which, Peter ſays expreſiy, in his former Epiſtle, 5 
That they were | Elected | unto Obedience, and ſprinkling if 7 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſe iq). So, The Miſtery of bis Will 


is made kncun, according to his god Pleaſure which he had 
purpojed in himfelt (r). The fame Intendment we have in 
the Corinths ; Ihe Preaching of the Goſpel is to them that 
periſh Foolijhneſs : but to us who are | ſaved] it is the Pos Wl | 
of God (5): And in Timothy, Who hath | ſaved] us, ud Wl, 
called us with an Holy Calling (t): In both Places Saving is | 
put before Calling, and then it muſt be before Faith: And | 
how Men are Sat ed before they Believe, unleſs by Election, 
(or Redempti n, which is commenſurate with Elefticn) doth 
not appear to us. To this Purpoſe *tis further obſervable, 
that in Rom. 8. the Apollle ſets Pr edeſtinaticn before Cal- 
l Jing (u); as in Timothy and the Corinths, he doth Saving: | 
1 And in Rom. 9. he puts Calling in a Tenſe ſubſequent to 
Election or Preparing unto Glory (x). The Apoſtle Jude, 
his Sentence alſo accords with it: He directs his Epiſtle To ll 
1 them that are ſunctified 7 Gid the Father, and ah in | 
3 152 and calle (/) : Where, by | San&ified] he 
| means | E es] e „or ſet apart : In this Senſe the 
if Word is uſed elſewhere, where it will not admit of any 
bother, Exod. 3. 13. Tam the Lord that doth ſandify you : 
And more plainly in Num b. 8. 17. All the Fi:ſt-bo:n of the 
Children of Iſrael are mine. On the Day that I ſmote every 
Firft-born in the Land of Egypt, I | Sancti fed] them for my 
ſelf: Here no other Thing but Ching, Selecting, or Sei- 
ting-apart, can be intended: And I ſee no Reaſon, why it 
| ſhould not be fo underſtood in that of Jude. 
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(n) !ſa. 3. 10. Tit. 1. 2. with 2 Tim. 1. 9. (o) Phil. 1. 29. 
1. 18. (t) 2 Ii 1. 9. (u) Rem. 8. 30. (x) Cl. 9. 23, 26 
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And it is termed an Holy Calling, not only as it calleth us 


to Holineſs ; but as it is Sacred, Peculiar, Set-apart and 103 | 
et 


upriated to an Hul People, vix. Thoſe whom the Lord 

apart for himſelf: Whoſe Eternal Sanctifying them in his 
Decice, was the original Cauſe of their being Sanctified 
Aftuallyz He loved them with an everlaſting Love, and 
e eſof e] with hwing Kindneſs dith he draw them (⁊): 
And this their Actual Sanctification is ſo indubitable a Con- 
ſequent of the Decretive, and ſo Appropriate to the fame 
Perſons, that the ſame Word is uſed for ; as it is allo 
for Redemption; For their Sakes, ſays Chrilt, I ſancti fie my 
ſelf (d.) A lightſom Inſtance of this, we have in Eldad 
and Medad, who tho? they came not up to the Tabernacle 
with their Brethren, yet, being of them that were [Mit- 
ten, | the Spirit came upon them, and they Prepheſied in the 
Camp (b); (Election finds out Men when they think not 
of it.) So, the Lord firſt determines Je, emy to his Office; 


I then puts forth his Hand and fits him for his Work (c). 
Even Chriſt himſelf was firſt appointed to his Mediatory 


Office; and then the Spirit came upon him, becaule fo 
een, . 
- Over, In the 1ſt Jon 16. it is ſaid, That to them which 


recerved him, he gave Power to become the Sons of God ; which 


ſeems to put their Believing before their Sonſhip, 


Sol. Albeit that Faith goes before the Manifeſtation of our 


Sonſhip, yet not before our Sonſbip itſelf; The Adoption of Sous 
is That we were Predeſtinated to, before the Foundation of the 
World (e). That therefore in 


ſence with his People; So ſhall we be ſeparated from all the 
People that are on the Face of the Earth (): Not that this 


| Separation was now to be made; it was done before (g): 
But his Meaning is, That by the Lord's going with them, 


this their Separation ſnould be Manifeſied. The ſame Senſe 


of the Word ye have in Matth. 5. Love your Enemies; Bleſs 


33,13. (8) Lev. 20. 24. 


them that Curſe you ; that ye may be (that is, that ye may 
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(2) Fer, 21 3. (a) Jobs 17, t6- ib Numb. 11. 26. 
(e) Jer. 1. 9. (d) Iſa. 51. 1. (e) Eph 1. 4 3. (f) Exod. 


Veit 


* 


Y 
Þ A ne NE nl IE. Oe ——— e —— — x = * 
5 * nts r — — odor 
5 - * c © | 
75 — gs - 5; — ö — EY 35 - * x . 3 
„ EIB os SETS 2, oi vr RS — 1 n = 
p — * 222 2 LL ABS * n * 7 _ * 2 - ** r Apps ee. * „ 0. 3 3 
+ * a : — - wy 2 g * >= ; > — 5 I ” . 8 * xz 
x E — : n > 
— * 


5 1 n 
1 . £ 1 8 
* * — . n En 
+ Mb eh E 


F 


. * 


John, muſt be underſtood 
with that of Moſes, when he pleads with God for his Pre- 


appear to be) the Children of your Father which is in Hea- 


it (n): The | Sheep 


296 4 Practical Diſcourſe 
wen (5) In like Manner we become the Sons of God h 
Faith, Gal. 3. 26. | | 

The Budding of Aaron's Rod, was not the Cauſe of God; 


chuſing him to the Prieſthood (i); Nor the falling of the 


Lot upon Sani, and afterwards upon Matthias, the Reaſon 
why God deſigned them, the one to the Kingdom, and the 
other to the Apoſtleſhip; they were both appointed before, 
and thoſe Events were but the Effects of their fore-appoint- 
ment, and Evidences of it (k), So the Giving of the Spi- 
rit is that which follows Election; Becauſe Sons, God hath 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your Hearts (I). Altho 
the Maniſeſtation of our Adoption, and our actual Enjoy- 
ment of its Privileges, are in Time; yet, the Thing itſelf we 


were Predeſtinated to from Everlaſting (mn). Purſuant to 
this, our Saviour manifeits the Father's Name to the Mex 


he had given him [out] of the World; and | theſe] receive 
hear his Voice, and | follow him, | (o): 
Of others he ſaith expreſly, Ie | believe not, | becauſe ye are 


[of of my Sheep] (p): He that is of God heareth God's Mord; 
5 therefore 56 them not, becauſe ye are not of God (q). The 


ſame Reaſon he gives for his different Miniſtration towards 
his own, and others: To the one it was | given | to know the 
Myfteries of the Kingdom of God; to the other is was not] 
given (Y): And therefore, having ended his Parables, he 
diſmiſſes the Multitude, as having no more for them; but 


to his Diſciples he expoundeth every Thing in private (+) : 


And ye ſee he puts it upon Election, as that which had in- 
veſted them with this Prerogative above the reſt, [To you it 
is given z] i. e. It belong'd to them by God's Donation and 
Appointment: 'T hey are f/t Saints by Election, then Saints 
by Calling (t) ONCE lac bg: 

When Chriſt appeared to Paul going to 87 0 they 
that were with him were all in a Maze; a Voice they heard, 
but knew not what it ſpake? Why ſo, ſince they were as 
likely to yield as he? It was not indeed intended for them; 


and therefore their Ears were not bored, nor the Speech 
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(h) Deut. 7. 6, Matth. 5. 44, 45. (i) Numb. 13. 5, 8. 
(k) 1 Sam. 9. 16. with ch. 10. 21. Ads 1. 24 26. (1) Gal. 4. 


6. (m) Eph. I. 4, 5. 9, 11. (n) John 17. 6, 8. (o) Ch. 10. 


27. (9) Ver. 26. (q) Ch. 8. 47. (r) Mat. 13. 11. (5) Mark 
4. 34. (t / Rom. 1. 7. | | | 
| directed 
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directed to them, but to Paul; and to Paul by Name: But 
why to Paul above the Reſt, ſince he was the Ring- leader 
and chief Perſecutor in the Company? Paul was a Choſen 
Veſſel ; and this, in brief, was the Reaſon of it, as you have 
it recorded in Acts 22. 14. The Go * Fathers hath cho- 
ſen thee, [that thou ſhouldeſt know his Will. | The Jews had 
many Means of knowing the Meſſiah, and Inducements to 
Believe in him, which the Gentiles had not; and yet theſe 
Embrace the Goſpels while the Jews reject it. Thoſe who 
ſought after Righteouſneſs, fell ſhort of it; when thoſe who 
ſought it not, attain d it (u). For the bottom Reaſon of 
which different Diſpenſation, we are refer'd to Election; 
The Election hath obtained, and the Reſt were blinded 09. 
How variouſly are ſeveral Men affected in hearing the ſame 
Word? The Sheep and the Reſt have both the ſame outward 
Means: One neglects it; attends not at all, or regards not 
what he hears: A 277 quarrels at it; as the Jews often 
did: A third is perſuaded almoſt; as Agrippa was, and thoſe 
that would hear Paul again of that Matter: A fourth is 
pricked in the Heart, and perſuaded altogether. It's a Stum- 
bling- block to ſome, Fooliſhneſs to others, and to ſome tis the 
Power of God : And theſe | ſome] are ſuch as were Elected; 
of thoſe to whom the Promiſe was made (y); and are there- 
fore termed, The Called according to his Purpoſe (x); and 
according to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which as given them 
in Chriſt before the World began (a) : They are firſt Choſen, 
and then Cauſed to approach unto God (). 
There is almoſt no End of Scriptures to this Purpoſe : I 
ſhall inſtance one more, and ſo cloſe up this Particular. Al 
the Bleſſings which the Saints are bleſſed with in Time, are all 
| beſtowed according to God's Decree of Election before Time; 
as is manifeſt from Eph. 1. ver. 3, 4, 5. Where I obſerve, 
I. That Election goes before the actual Donation of Spiritual 
Bleſſings : For theſe are given in Time, that was before Time; 
and that which comes after cannot be the Cauſe of that 
which went before it: One Effect may be the Cauſe of ano- 
ther; bat not the Cauſe of that which cauſed itſelf. 2. That 
the actual Donation of Spiritual Bleſſings is [according] to E- 
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(u) Rom. 9. 30, 31. (x) Ch. 11. 7. (y) Aﬀs 2. 39. 
(2) Rom, F. 28. (a) 2 Tim. 1. 9. (b) Pſalm 65. 4. 
lection; 
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liectien; i. e. Election is the Rule by which the Diſpenſation 
is guided: It is ey , with Election, and Anſwerabſe 

thereto, even as the Impreſſion is to the Printing Types, or 
as the Faſbion of David's Body to the Platform thereof in 

God's Book, and the Tabernacle to the Pattern ſhewn in the 
Mount, according to which all 'Things were made, as wel 
in reſpect of Number,” Weight and Meaſure, as Form and 
Figure. Spiritual Bleſſings are not given to one more or fewer 
or in other Manner, but juſt as Election had laid it forth: 
Which alſo is further contirm'd by Rev. 21. 27. Where we 
find, That none are admitted into the Holy City, but ſuch 
whoſe Names were written in the Boo of Life; and whoſoever 
was not found written in that Book, was caſt into the Lake 9 
Fire (c) : Which ſhews, that at the latter Day, it will be 
taken for granted, that as many as were| ordained} to eternal 
Life, believed; and that all and every one without the Liſt 
of Election, dyed in Unbelief; that the Election obtained (d), 
and the Reſt were blinded (e): Therefore Faith and Holineſs 
are not the Cauſe, but the certain Effects and Conſequents 
r FFF T 

Nov, if any ſhould ask (by the Way) Wherein the ſpecial 
Love of God to Elect Perſons diſcovers itſelf before their 
Converſion? I cannot aſſięn any plain or open Diſcoveries | 
of it, by which the Elect may be known from other Men, 
ſince all outward Things fall alike to All: The Heir while a 
Child, differs nothing from a Servant, altho he be Lord of all (F), 
by Election. And yet there are divers gracious Operations 
of that Love towards them, even in common Providences, 
albeit they are not perceived *till afterwards : As, | 

I. In keeping alive the Root or Stem they were to grow 
from : This, perhaps, was not the leaſt Cauſe of adding 
| Fifteen Years to Hezekiah's Life; viz. for Jo/iah's Sake, who 
was to come of his Lineage; Manaſſeh, who was to be his 
Grandfather, not being yet born : So, thoſe Days of Tribu- 
lation were ſhortned, and many of the Jews, by ſpecial Pro- 
vidence, kept alive, for the Elect's Sake that ſhould be of 
their Progeny, perhaps two thouſand Years after, 

2. In preſerving the Elect themſelves from many a Death 
that were obnoxious to before their Converſion, as he allo 
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gid Manaſſeh : And this was the Cauſe, when Satan had 
them in his Net, and had drag'd them to the Brink of Hell, 
that the Lord ſent from Heaven, and ſaved them (g); Deli- 
der him, I have found a Ranſom (h) ; q. d. He is mine, and 
| have deſigned him to another End. LIES 
3. In keeping them from the Unpardonable Sin: Thus 
Paul, being a Choſen Veſlel, was kept without that Know- 
ledge of Chriſt which ſome of the Phariſees had; for other- 
wiſe his Perſecuting the Church of God had been uncapa- 
ble of Fardon, as appears from 1 Tim. 1. 13. I obtained 


' Mercy, becauſe I did it ignoranthy. 


4. In caſting the Lot of their Habitation where he hath 
planted, or will plant, the Means of Grace; or bringing 
them, Providentially, where ſome Eflectual Word ſhall be 
ſpoken to them: The one is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 
Corinth, where Paul muſt Preach, and not hold his Peace; 
For, ſays the Lord, I have much People in this City (i): The 
other, in thoſe who were come to Jeruſalem at the Feaſt 
of Penteccſt, from all Parts of the World; which gave them 
the Opportunity of coming together, and of hearing Peter's 
Sermon, by Means whereof Thouſands were converted (Y. 
It is farther exemplified by the Story of the Eunuch (50); as 
alſo in that of Zacheus, whoſe Intent reached no higher than 
toſee what Manner of Perſon Chriſt was, being ſo much talk'd 


of abroad; and being low of Stature he climbs into a Tree, 


and there Salvation meets both him and his Houſe (ar). 


IV. Our laſt Enquiry is, Of the 22 and Manner of 
God's Diſpenſing Spiritual Ble(fings : And that is, E 
feftually, and F eely. 8 


Firſt, Effeftually. The Soul is not turned to God by a 1 


Twine-thread ; nor doth the Lord content himſelf with 


bing and Woulding that it might be ſo; after the Manner 


of Men, who either are ſomewhat [ndifferent about the 
Thing, or have not wherewith to etiect their Deſires; Nor 


meerly by propounding, moving and friving, by moral Sua- 


lions, Inſtructions, Threatnings, and the like; (which are 
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(g) Pſalm 57. 3- ch) Job 33. 24 (i) Ads 18. 9, 10. 
(*) Cb. 2. 5. (I) Ch. 8. 27. (m) Luke 19. 2, to 9. 
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leflicn; i. e. Election is the Rule by which the Diſpenſation 
is guided: It is e we with Election, and Anſwerabde 
thereto, even as the Impreſſion is to the Printing Types, ot 
as the Faſhion of David's Body to the Platform thereof in 
God's Book, and the Tabernacle to the Pattern ſhewn in the 
Mount, according to which all 'Things were made, as wel 
in reſpect of Number,” Weight and Meaſure, as Form and 
Figure. Spiritual Bleſſings are not given to one more or feuer, 
or in other Manner, but juſt as Election had laid it forth: 
Which alſo is further confirm'd by Rev. 21. 27. Where we 
find, That none are admitted into the Holy City, but ſuch 
whoſe Names were written in the Bok of Life; and whoſoever 
was not found written in that Book, was caſt into the Lake of 
Fire (c): Which ſhews, that at the latter Day, it will be 
taken for granted, that as many as were | ordained | to eternal 
Life, believed; and that all and every one without the Liſt 
of Election, dyed in Unbelief; that the Election obtained (d), 
and the Reſt were blinded (e): Therefore Faith and Holineſs 
are not the Cauſe, but the certain Effects and Conſequents 
of Election. ne abs e 
Now, if any ſhould ask (by the Way) Wherein the ſpecial 
Love of God to Ele& Perſons diſcovers itfelf before their 
| Converſion ? I cannot aſſien any plain or open Diſcoveries 
of it, by which the Elect may be known from other Men, 
ſince all outward Things fall alike to All : The Heir while a 
Child, differs nothing from a Servant, altho he be Lord of all (J), 
by Election. And yet there are divers gracious Operations 
of that Love towards them, even in common Providences, 
albeit they are not perceived *till afterwards: As, 
I. In keeping alive the Root or Stem they were to grow 
from: This, perhaps, was not the leaſt Cauſe of adding 
| Fifteen Years to Hezekiah's Life; wiz. for Joſiah's Sake, who 
was to come of his Lineage; Manaſſeh, who was to be his 
Grandfather, not being yet born: So, thoſe Days of Tribu- 
lation were ſhortned, and many of the Jews, by ſpecial Pro- 
vidence, kept alive, for the Elect's Sake that ſhould be of 
their Progeny, perhaps two thouſand Years after. 
2. In preſerving the Elect themſelves from many a Death 
that were obnoxious to before their Converſion, as he allo 
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did Manaſſeh : And this was the Cauſe, when Satan had 
them in his Net, and had drag'd them to the Brink of Hell, 
that the Lord ſent from Heaven, and ſaved them (g) ; Deli- 
ver him, I have found a Ranſom (h) ; q. d. He is mine, and 
J have deſigned him to another End. _ 
3. In keeping them from the Unpardonable Sin: Thus 

Paul, being a Choſen Veſſel, was kept without that Know- 

edge of Chriſt which ſome of the Phariſees had; for other- 

BM wiſe bis Perſecuting the Church of God had been uncapa- 
ble of Pardon, as appears from 1 Tim. 1. 13. I obtained 
Mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly. = Ee 
4. In caſting the Lot of their Habitation where he hath 
planted, or will plant, the Means of Grace; or bringing 
them, Providentially, where ſome Eflectual Word ſhall be 
ſpoken to them: The one is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 

Corinth, where. Paul muſt Preach, and not hold his Peace; 
For, ſays the Lord, I have much Pecple in this City (i): The 
other, in thoſe who were come to Jeruſalem at the Feaſt 

of Penteceſt, from all Parts of the World; which gave them 
the Opportunity of coming together, and of hearing Peter's 

| Sermon, by Means whereof Thouſands were converted (k). 
It is farther exemplified by the Story of the Eunuch (1); as 

alſo in that of Zacheus, whole Intent reached no higher than 
to ſee what Manner of Perſon Chriſt was, being ſo much talk'd 
of abroad; and being low of Stature he climbs into a Tree, 
and there Salvation meets both him and his Houſe (a7). 


IV. Our laſt Enquiry is, Of the Ny and Manner of 
God's Diſpenſing Spiritual Bleſſings : And that is, Ej- 
feftually, and F. eely. 


_ Firſt, Efedtually. The Soul is not turned to God by a 
Twine-thread ; nor doth the Lord content himſelf with 
Wiſhing and Woulding that it might be ſo, after the Manner 
of Men, who either are ſomewhat Iadiſferent about the 
Thing, or have not wherewith to etiect their Deſires: Nor 
meerly by propounding, moving and ſlriving, by moral Sua- 
ſons, Inſtructions, Threatnings, and the like; (which are 
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of little avail with a dark Underſtanding, and fixed Enmi. 
ty, which every Natural Man is acted by:) But by the put. 
ting forth of a Power Invincible : A Power that will not be 
faid Nay; but what it Mill, that it will do; What it under. 
takes, it goes thorow with. To do a Thing Effettualy, i 
to do it PerfetHy, Thoriwly, Succeſsfully: So to uſe and apply 
the Means, that the End defign'd is ſurely brought to paſs; 
and this notwithſtanding all the Weakneſs, Averſeneſs, and 
Repugnancy of the carnal Mind againſt it. 
1 might produce Inſtances not a few, touching God's 
Effectual Working to bring about Things of leſſer Moment. 
How unwilling was Moſes to be his Meſſenger to Pharaoh (n)? 
So oppoſite to it, that when he had no farther Plea nor EX. 
cuſe to make, he carries it perverſly towards the Lord; Send 
by the Hand of him whom thou jhouldſt ſend, (ſays he) (o): 
But God having deſign'd him for the Work, leaves him not 
until he had won him to it (p). So Pharaoh reſolv'd he would 
not let the People go: But, [will ſtretch out my Hand (lays 
God) and he ſhall let you go. Much more will he make his 
Arm bare for the Salvation of his Choſen, who:a he loved 
from Everlaſting : And it muſt be ſo done. n 
= ag. I. Becauſe otherwiſe, the Elect ſhould be in no better 
Condition than other Men; for until Converſion, Satan hath 
as faſt hold of them as of the refl. Adam's Fall was the Devil's 
Maſter-piece : To bring Men into his own Condemnation, 
is the Trophy he glories in; and being a Prince both proud, 
ſubtil and imperious, 1755 may not think he will be Baffled 
or Complimented out of his Hold: Intreaties, Menaces, and 
Force of Arguments, are of no Weight with him; he laughs 
at your ſtrong Reaſons, ahd counts them but rotten Wood ; 
Jeſus I know, and his Spirit I know (q); but what are 
theſe? No, this kind goes not forth by Conſent ; Nothing 
will move him, but that Power which Heaven and Earth do 
bow under: He that made him (and he only) can cauſe his 
Sword to approach unto him, and take the Prey from this 
terrible One. And for this it was, that our Saviour tells the 


Aͤpoſtles, (when he ſends them to turn Men from Satan unto 


God) That all Power in Heaven and Earth was committed to 
him (r); and that in this Power he wil} be with them to the 


(s) Exod. 3 and 4 Chap, (o) Chap. 4. 13, (p!) Verſe 18. 
eq) Acts 19. 15. (r) Matth. 28. 18. | — Fu 
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fd of the World (s): Which was indeed but needful; for 
they had ſurely gone on a {leeveleſs Errand, (a weak and 
fruitleſs Deſign) if Chriſt himſelf thus impower'd had not 
gone with them. And for the Ele& themſelves, they are (of 
themſelves) no better diſpos'd to this Work than thoſe thar 
never ſhall be wrought upon: They are Enemies in their Minds, 
Darkneſs, dead in Sin, and Children of Wrath, even as others: 
And this they are by Nature: Their State, therefore, could 
not be changed, if a Power Invincible, and Invincibly Reſolved 
in what it undertakes, were not engaged in it. Ephraim, 
tho? an Elect Veſſel, yet, while in Nature, was of ſo bad a 
Nature, that all moral Endeavours were loſt upon him. Let 
Meſſengers be ſent to him early and late, he pulls away the 
Shoulder: The Lord was wroth with him, ſmote him, hid 
his Face from him, he {till went on frowardly : Shew him 
his Sickneſs, ſo that he cannot but ſee it; and he ſends to 
King Fareb (takes any Courſe rather than turn to him that 


mote, him) (t): Take off the Yoke from his. Jaw, give 


him the Scope of his Will, and the firſt thing he takes to 
ſhall be the forbidden Fruit : Lay Meat to his Mouth, that 
which is Meat indeed, and he'll rather ſtarve than eat; (Men 
left to their own Will, will rather go to Hell, than be be- 
holden to Free Grace for Salvation.) But, ſays God, Is 
Ephraim my dear Sou? One whom I bought with a Price? I 
he a pleaſant Child (u)? Whom I loved from Everlaſting; : 
And ſhall I ſo loſe him? Shall it be ſaid, that I rais'd up a 
Creature whom I cannot Rule and bring to my Bent ? Or, 
that I made him for ſuch an End, as that any thing condu- 
cible thereto, may not be done for him? Shall My Will be 
forced rather than his? Mine to deſtroy him, rather than 
his to be ſaved ? No, I have not done all this to loſe him 
at laſt ; nor have I ſuftered thoſe unworthy Repulſes, for 
want of Power to prevent them, but that Ephraim might ſee 
what would become of him if left to the conduct of his own 
Will; (free indeed to nothing but his own Ruin!) and now 
Fl heal him: And the firſt Effect of this Healing, was E- 
phraim”s applying himſelf to God; Turn | Thou] me, and I 
5400 be turned (x). Thoſe Cords of Love by which the 
ord draws Men to himſelf, are not Love and Kindneſs 
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() Matth, 28. 20. Luke 9. 1. (t) Hoſ. 5. 13. 5 (u) Jer. 
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meerly propounded, with fruſtrable Motives to perſwade Ac. 
ceptance, but Divine Love ſhed abroad in the Heart (y); not 
written with Ink (a thing of — Contjaliace but by 


the Spirit and Power of God. And hence it is that wefind 


thoſe Imperial terms if will | and ¶ Te ſhall] fo much in uſe a. 
bout this Matter. Thus the Lord began with the Serpent, 
(which was a leading Caſe to all that follows;) 1: | /ha#] bruiſe 
thine Head In which Compendious word, the Deſtruction 
of Satan and Sin, is Eftectually provided tor : And elſewhere 
He ſpeaks as much for quick'ning the Soul; A new Heart al- 
iſo (vill I] give you, and 1| will |. put my Spirit within you; and 
{cauſe\ you to walk in My Statutes ; Te | ball] be my People, and 
I [will be your Gbd (2); They ball] Return unto me with their 
whole heart (a); with many Others, The Lord ſtill uttersHim- 


ſelf in Terms of Omnipotency, as putting forth an Almightineſs 


of Power; which, as it needs not, fo it will not (yea it can- | 
not with a Salvo to His Honour) admit the leaſt depen- 


dence upon created Power, to make it ſucceſsful: His ord 


Hall not return unto Him wid ; it ſhall Accompliſh that which 


He pleaſeth, and ae in the thing whereto He ſends it (b). 
Hie that was dead, 


comes forth at His word, though bound hand 
and fbot (c). N 


Ag. II. Converfion is aCreation-work; which, though done 
by degrees, muſt be gone thorow with, and that by Him 
| 'who laidthe Foundation 5 Or all the foregoing Parts (as Con- 


viction, Cc.) will moulder, and come tò nothing. As when 
Adam was to be made, the Lord firſt prepares the Earth, 
then movlds it in ſuch a Form, and then breathes into him the 


breath of life; elſe that lump had never been a living Soul. 
do in the New Creation, the Lord works, and goes on to 


Work, and leaves it not, until he hath ſet it going. He doth 
not only cauſe the Light to ſhine into Darkneſs, but gives 
withal, a ſuitable underſtanding (d), a Faculty Connatural 
with the Object; as without which the Darkneſs would 
never comprehend it (e). Ezekiel might have Propheſied 
till Doom's-day, &er thoſe dry-bones would have liv'd, if 


the Lord Himſelf had not cauſed Breath to enter into them: 
And probably, He is called The Father of Lights (J), (plural) 


© Cy). Rowe. 5. 5; (2) Reb. 36. 26, 27, 28. (a) Fer, 246 7 
(b) Ija, 55. 11. ( ) John 11544. (d) 1 3555 5. 20. (e) Jubn I, 
5. (f) Ja. 1. 17. | | R 5 
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to denote, that as well the Light Comprehending, (or capa- 
tating our Comprehenſion) is from God as that 0 be 11 
prebended (g) : In His light we fee light (H. TY OR 
' Arg. III. God's Effettual Working in this Matter, and 
the Neceſſity of His ſo Working, may alſo be Argued from 
the Common Senſe of thoſe array wrought upon, and 
brought in; by whole Prayers and Confeſſions it is evident, 
That they {till needed a Powerful and Effectual Influence to 
Carry on the Work already begun: Turn hou Me, and I 
ſhall be turned (i); Quicken us, and we will call upon” Thee 
(k); Draw me, we will Run after Thee (I); Not that we are 
ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing, but our ſufficiency is 
of God (n); I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liweth in nie; (n) &c. 
Hence it readily follows, That if thoſe already turned, and 
made Partakers of the Divine Nature; whoſe Hearts are 
fixed in the good Ways of God, and who deſire nothing more 
than to walk in them; cannot Jes Keep themſelves Going, 
without a Continued Efficacious influx and ſpring from 7 
love; Much leſs can the Natural Man, (without the like 
Supernatural and Divine Efficacy, Effectually bend himſelf 
to a Compliance with them : For, It is an abomination to 
Fools t0 depart from Evil (0). (0G 
Ag. IV. If the Lord did not Work Effectualhj, He ſhould 
loſe the Honour of His Wor k. | Ifthe E cacy of Grace ſhould 
depend on the Humane Will; (i. e. If Grace ſhould be ten- 
dred Efectual by ſome Motion or Act of the Will, which 
Grace is not the Author of.) Then will Nature afſume the 
Priority; Works will glory over Grace, and Free-Mill will 
be {aid to be better than Free-Grace : For, that the Leſs is 
bleſſed of the Better, is without Contradiction (2) And that 
That which ſanctifies, is Greater than that which is San&i- 
Hed by it, is ſo obvious, that Chriſt appeals it to the Reaſon 
of Fools and Blind (q). If therefore you will grant, that 
Grace is better than Nature; follow. it muſt, that the Will 
is Bleſſed and Sanftified by Grace, viz. by its Powerful and 
Eftectual Operation upon it. And here, indeed, lies the 
Honour and Efficacy of (Grace; Not in a Vincib/e Moving, 
Exciting, Perſwading, or Threatning the Will to a Com- 
pliance ; but in taking off its Natural byaſs, and placing it, as 
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it were, on the other {ide ; working the Heart into a kindly 
agreeableneſs with the Divine Will, which before was ſo con. 

trary to it: And thus the Lord doth, and thus He will do: 
whereſoever He will be Gracious ; though never ſo much a: 

gainſt the preſent Mind, and Natural Propenſion of the Sub- 

ject.: And yet, thete's no ſuch thing as forcing the Will, as 
„„ „„ d | 
Arg. V. The Doctrine of Efectual Calling is further con- 
firm'd from the Office of Chriſt as a Redeemer ; which was 
not only to Purchaſe, but to put us in actual Poſſeſſion of the 
good things He Purchaſed for us. Redemption, Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, and Reconciliation, are Relatives, commenſurate, and 

inſeparable (r). It is not only a reconcileable State that Re- 
demption puts us into, but a State of aciual reconcilement 
); it aboliſbes the enmity (t), makes an end of Sin, and brings 
 tneverlaſling Ri hteouſneſs (). On this Account our Savi- 
our bears that glorious Title, Thou ſhalt call his NameTJeſs; 
[for He ſhall ſave his People from their Sins] (x); and Fir this 
Cauſe was the Son of God manifeſted, 1 7 He might deſtioy 
the Works of the Devil,] (y). Now, of thoſe Works, Blind- 
neſs of Mind is the Fiſt-born, and Foſter-mother to all the 
reſt (Z); tis that keeps the Soul in Unbelief, as under Locks 
and Bars; and therefore Nn be diſpell'd; which 
can only be done by cauſing the true Light to ſhine efectualljʒ; 
as He did the Light of this World in the firſt Creation, which 
the Scripture reſembles it to (a). Hence thoſe frequent men- 
tions of His being ſent 70 (vin the blind Eyes (b) ;. To give 
Light to them that fit in Darkneſs (c); and to hing forth the 


Priſoners from Priſok-houfe (d) : which may nct be valuedas 


Things in Deſign, yet liable to Obſtruction ; but to be as 
certainly. perform'd as that Chriſt ſhould die. In the 107 
HR it is ſpoken of as done already; He bought them ont of 
arkneſs and the ſhadow of Death, and brake their bands in 
ſunder (e): And that he ſpeaks it of redeemed Ones, appears 
by ver. 2. Firſt take them as in Darkneſs; and He is ſo to 
give them Light, as to guide their Feet into the Ny of Peace 
(F). That ſtory of the blind Man in Mark, is a pertinent 
(r) Eph. 1. 7. Ch. 2. 135 16. Heb. 2. 17. (8) Rom. 5. 8, 9, 10. 
Col. 1. 20, 21, 22. (t) Eph. 2. 15. (u) Dan. g. 24. (x) Matib. 
1. 21. (y) 1 Fobn 3. 8. (2) 2 Cor. 4. 4. (a) ver. 6. (b) Iſa. 42. 
7. () Zuke 1. 79. (d) Iſa. 49. 9. (e) Pſa} 107.14 (f _ EF. 
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ſhadow of it; Chriſt ſpits on his Eyes, and puts his Hands 
upon him; as yet he ſaw but darkly, Men as Trees walking ; 
but he puts his Hands on him again, and diſmifles him not 
until he had made him ſee clearly (g). Then take them as 
Priſoners, and Priſoners in the Pit (5); and he that will 
deliver them, muſt not only open the Grate, but diſarm 
their Guard, knock off their Shackles, and | bring them forth, | 
as the Angel did Peter, even while the Keepers ſtcod before the 

Door (i). Heſo calleth his Sheep, that he leadeth them out 

(). And this he doth, by the Blood of his Covenant ;*tis 
| That makes thoſe in the Pit to be Priſoners of Hope (1). And 
theſe Eitects as duly flow from Redemption, as Light from - 
the Sun; Tis therefore expreſly ſaid, That the Blood of Je- 
ſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin (m); and that we are ſantti- 

fed through the offering of his Body once for all (n). This gave 
the Apoſtle to argue ſo poſitively in Rom. 6. I hat if planted 

together in his Death, we ſhall be alſo in his Reſurrection (o); 
and to put that Emphaſis upon it; That F reconciled. to God 
by the Death of his Son; {Much more] ſhall we be ſaved by 
his Life (p). That ſaying of Chriſt is much to our purpoſe 3 
And other Sheep I have, Them alſo muſt I bring, and they 
ſpall hear my Voite (q): This Muſt] imports a Duty not to 
be diſpenſed with; he had received a Commandment for it 
from the Father (r). And this | Shall] that effeftual Work- 

ing, whereby he ſubdues all things to himſelf 5 and whereby 

they are made to believe (s). The Sheep, of themſelves, lye 
as croſs to this work as other Men; What have I to do with 

_ thee, cries the poſſeſt Gadarene (t)? But being his Sheep, he 

mult make them willing (4). But ſuppoſe they ſtop their 

Ears; then he is to bore them; for he received Gifts for the 

Rebellious (x). Men's Averſeneſs does not loſe Chriſt his 

Right; nor ſhall it render his work ineffectual. For this very 
End, God raiſed him up, viz. To bleſs his People in turning 

them from their Iniquities (y); and to give them repentance, and 

that ſuch as hath Forgiveneſs of Sins annexed to it (X; which 
allo he doth as a Prince, i. e. As one inveſted with Power 


Am 
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(8) Mark 8. 23. 24, 25. (h) Zeeb. 9. 11. (i) Ads 12,6, 7. 
(x) John 10. 3. (1) Zech. 9 11, 12. (m) 1 John 1.7. (n) Heb. 
10. 10. (o) Rom. 6. 5. (p) Rom. 5. 9, 10. (q) Fohn1o. 16, 
(r) Ver, 18. (s) Eph. 1. 19. (t) Mark 5. 7. (u) Pſal. 110. 3 
(x) Pſal, 68. 18. (y) Ads 3. 26. (2) Chap. 5. 114. 
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to remove whatever might lett the Effect of his Purpoſe: To 
him are committed the Keys 9 Hell and of Death (a). From 
_ theſe Premiſes I ſafely conclude, That what Chriſt as a Re- 
deemer came to do, that he doth, and will do; and that none 
of his Work ſhall fall to the Ground. What he faith in the 
17th of Jon, is Prophetical of what he will ſay at the lat- 
ter Day; I have finiſh d the Work which thou gaveſt me to do; 
Of all that thou haſt given me, I have loſt nothing ; I have 
manifeſted thy Nume unto the Men which thou gaveſt me out 0 
the World; I have given them the Words which thou gave 
nie, and they have received them (b). More might be added; 
but by theſe I hope it is evident, That Jeſs Chriſt was not 
only a Redeemer to pay our Ranſom, but the Officer appointed 
of God to ſet us at liberty, even that glorious Liberty of the 
| Sons of God: And this is that Pleaſure of the Lord which 
ſhould proſper in his Hands (c); as it hath done, and'doth, | 
and for ever ſhall : And *tis matter of great Conſolation to 
them that take hold of his Covenant 
Secondly; All that God doth for Men, or gives to them, 
in order to their Salvation, is given and done freely. Now, 
> thing is then ſaid to be ths given or done, when it proceeds 
from the meer good Will and Favour of him that worketh, | 
or giveth ; without reſpect to any thing done or deſerved | 
by the Receiver: It's a Voluntary Act; ſuppoſing no Obliga- | 
tion on him that gives; not any attractive or obliging Ve- 
tue in him that receives; nor yet Expectation of Recompence | 
from him. Much need not be ſaid to prove the Free-giving 
of the Things we are ſpeaking of, did we duely conſider, | 
1. The ſoveraign Greatneſs of him that gives: It is the M 
High God, Pofſeſſor of Heaven and Earth; who is infinitely 
and independently Bleſſed in himſelf; and therefore cannot | 
be added unto, nor receive from any Creature: Who can 
5 to him that gives to A/ their Life and Breath? 2. The 
uperexcellent, unſpeakable Worth of the Things that are 
given: The firſt and chief is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; whoſe 
Dignity was ſuch, that Heaven and Earth were too low a 
Price to ſet him at, eſpecially to be given as he was; and in 
him Righteouſneſs and Strength, Adoption and Reconcilia- 
tion, Grace and Glory, 3. The Vanity and Wretchednels 
of thoſe on whom they are beſtow'd : Both Scripture and 


* 
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(a) Rev, 1. 18. (b) Jobs 17. 4, 6, 8. (c) Iſa. 53. 10. 
3 2 Experience 


Experience ſpeak nothing of them in their Naturals, but 
what beſpeaks a Condition every way deplorable, and unca- 
pable of yielding Motives for ſuch a Gitc ; as is ſhewn be- 
fore. But being ſo greatly in love with our ſelves, and fond 
of our own Improvements, and ſo ſtiſfly bent to a Covenant 
of Works; to help us oft thoſe dangerous Shelves, let us 
dwell a while on the following Arguments. 
Arg. I. Is taken from the Nature and Import of the Co- 
venant of Grace, This Covenant is that which all profeſſing 
Chriſtians profeſs to be ſaved by, however they differ about 
the Import and Latitude of it. But if we receive the.Scrip- 
tural Notion, (which needs mult be the righteſt) we. ſhall 
find, that it is of the very Nature and Subſtance of this Co- 
venant, to give freely and abſolutely; without conditioning 
for any thing to be done by Men, as the Ground or Motive 
thereof. All that God doth for thoſe he will fave, is for his 
Names ſake; which Name is recorded in Exod. 34. 5, 6. 
The Lord God, gracious and merciful, &c. To be gracious, is 
to do well to one that deſerves ill; and if otherwiſe, it would 
be but after the Covenant of Mors, or firſt Covenant : Which 
yet was not faulty or defective in itſelf, for it gave a Suffici- 
ency to obtain the Benefits propoſed by it; which if they had 
usd and improv'd as they might, there would not have 
needed a ſecond. But the Lord foreknowing the Creatures 
Mutability, and conſequently what need there would be of 
another kind of Power and Grace than that Adam was cre- 
ated with, did therefore determine of a ſecond; which in 
Scripture is call'd, The Hope of Eternal Life, which God, wha 
cannot lye, promiſed before the Mond began, Tit. 1. 2. It is 
call d the Covenant of Grace, not only as deſigning the Glory 
of his Grace, in the ſaving of Men; but as giving freely, and 
of meer Grace and Favour, whatever muſt bring about that 
Salvation : For where elle can lie the Difference between the 
two Covenants ? It cannot be in reſpect of the Eaſneſ and 
Dijftculty of the Duties enjoin'd ; for Faith and Repentance 
are much more above the Compaſs of Natural Power, than 
to forbear the forbidden Tree: But the Difterence lies in this, 
That the New Covenant conhilts of better Promiſes; and 
this Betterneſs, in the free, abſolute, independent Engage- 
ment of God himſelf, to invelt his covenanted Ones with _ 
all things conducing to the Ble{ſedne held forth; as well 
That to be done on their poſh, as on 475 own upon their do- 
| "Rs | > 10 
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ing of it; that is, plainly, to give to them, and work in 
them whatever in this Covenant he requires of them, The 
Law ſhews Matter of Duty, but gives not wherewith to per- 
form it; the Covenant of Grace does both, by writing the 
Law in the Heart: And without ths, it would ſtill have been 
but a Covenant of Works, be the Duties enjoyn'd whatever 
you will. It therefore runs not upon Conditional or Fallible 


Terms, I will [If] ye will; but Abſolute and Soveraign, [I 


will ] and | ye * This Covenant does not only give 
Life upon Terms of Believing; but Faith alſo and Holineſs, 


as the neceſſary Means of attaining that Life: And this, not 


upon your ingenuous Compliance, (as ſome term it) or bet- 
ter Improvement of what you have in common with other 
Men, (ſuch Allegations the Lord diſallows, and often cau- 
tions 8 but of Grace. It's a Covenant made up of 


Promiſes ;- and Promiſe (by Scripture intendment) is always 
free : both freely made and freely perform'd, without the 


Deſert or Procurement of Men. Take Jſaac for Inſtance : 


Abraham's Body was now dead, and for Sarah (beſides her 
natural Barrenneſs) it ceaſed to be with her after the manner 


of Women, and yet Sarah ſhall have a Son (d). But how? 


The Promiſe had in it (tho* Abraham and Sarah had not) 


whatever might tend to Iſaac's Conception and Birth; and 
for this Cauſe he was call d, The Son of the Promiſe (e); as 


alſo Believers are (): They are alſo term'd, Heirs of Pro- 
miſe, Heb. 6. 17. And on this Account Chriſt is call'd the 
Promiſed Seed; and the Holy Ghoſt the Spirit of Promiſe; 
viz. to ſhew the Independent Freeneſs of thoſe Divine Gifts; 
the Promiſe of ſending them, their actual Coming, and ef- 


fectual Operations, are all free, and free in all Reſpects. This 


Dew from the Lord waiteth not for Men, Micah 5. 7. 

For further Illuſtration the Jews are a pertinent Inſtance, 
as ye read in Jeremy (g) They had done nothing but evil 
from their Youth up, and were a continual Provocation : And 
when ſcatter'd among the Nations, were no whit better'd ; 


but cauſed even the Heathen to blaſpheme : And yet not- 

withſtanding all this, the Lord will gather them, and give 
them an Heart to fear him for ever (h); and this, even while 
they were not mov'd, eit her could they bluſh (i). See allo 


— 


(d) Gen. 18. 11, 14. (e) Gal. 4. 23, 28. (f) Rom. 2, g. Gal, 
3. 29. (8) Fer. 321 30, to 35. (h/ Ver. 37 to 44. | (i) Ch, 8. 12. 
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wich what inexpreſſible Freeneſs of Grace the Lord deals 
with them in the 43d of Iſaiah, I, even I, am he that blotteth 
ut thy Tranſgreſſion,.— and will not remember thy Sins (k). 
But what's the Introduction to this ſo gieat a Promiſe ? See 
t, and wonder at it! Thor haſt not call'd upon me, O Jacob, 
but, thou haſt been weary of me, O Iſrael : Thou haſt not brought 
me the ſmall Cattle of thy Burnt-Offerings Thou haſt bought 
me no feveet Cane with thy Money ; but haſt made me to ſe, ve 
with thy Sins, and wearied me with thine Iniquities (I): I, 
gen I (whom thou haſt dealt fo ungratefully with and diſ- 
ingenuoully, even I) am he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſrons 
for mine own ſake (m). And this was a Great Thing they 
oled not for: As, indeed, conſidering themſelves, and what 
their Demeanour had been, they had no Reaſon to look for 
it. From all which it is clear, that Grace reſpects not the 
Mrthineſs of Men in what it does for them; nay, it muſt 
reſpect their Untworthineſs rather, as that by which Grace is 
more illuſtrated, and the Glory thereof more advanced: In 
that, M/here Sin abounded Grace did much more abound (u). 
And Paul proclaims it as verified on himſelf; I was a Blaſ- 
phemer, and a Perſecutor, and Injurious : But I obtained Mer- 
3 and the Grace of our Lord was | exceeding abundant | (o) 
And hereupon he falls to adoring that Grace; Now to the 
King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, the only Wiſe God, be 
Honour and Glory, for ever and ever, Amen (p). 
The Riches of Mercy is made out by Saving the Chief of 
Sinners, and in gquickering them when dead (q): And it is 
very obſervable, That the Apoſtles, whenever they mention 
the Grace of God in Saving, Quickening, &c. give not the 
leaſt Intimation' of Mens Worthineſs, Preparedneſs, Compli- 
ance, or any ſuch thing; but | Dead in Sins] and | Q vicken- 
ing] come one on the Neck of the other, (as Light does 
upon Darkneſs, which in no ſort induces the Light, or pre- 
pares the dark Earth, or Air for it) as is abundantly evident 
in all their Epiſtles. And how oft- does the Lord declare a- 
painſt all the Pretenſions of Men, as to their Activeneſs in 
this Matter, in Iſaiah, Jeremy, Ezekiel, Hoſea, &c.? And 
as a Barr to thoſe Pretenſions, The Holy People he calls, A 
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(k) Ja. 43. 25, (1) Ver. 22, 23, 24 (m) Ver. 26. 
(n) Rom, g. 20. o) i aw- 1. Cp) Fer. 275 <Q): Bb. 
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Pebple ſought out; and proclaims, I am found of them tha 
fought me not. This I ſhall end with. a very obſervable In. 

ſtance within my own Memory; and F bring it not j for 

Proof, but Illuſtration. I knew a Man, who when h 


er ot 4a came 
under Convictions, endeavour'd with all. his Might to ſtifle 


them: His Convictions grew ſtronger, and he hardened 
himſelf againſt them: He faw their Jendency; but was ſo 
oppoſite to it, that he refolv'd in expreſs Terms, [He would 
not be a Puritan whatever came of it.] To the Church he 


muſt go, his Maſter would have it ſo; but this was his 
Wont, to loll over the Seat, with his Fingers in both bis 


Ears: (Here General or Conditional Grace was ſurely non- 
plus d.) But a Choſen Veſſel muſt not ſo be loſt: Now ſteps 


in Eletting Grace, and by a caſual Slip of his Elbows, drew | 
out the Stoppers, and ſent in a Word from the Pulpit, which, | 


like Fire from Heaven, melted his Heart, and caſt it in a 


new Mould. Surely in this the Lord did not wait for the | 
Man's Compliance or Improvements; his Work was not | 


Originated thence, nor Dependent thereon. 


Arg. 11. If all that pertains to Salvation were not given | 
freely, Salvation itſelf ſhould not be of Grace : For to him | 
that worketh, is the Reward not reckoned of Grace, but 
Debt (r): But Salvation is of Grace, Eph. 2. 5. By Grace | 
je are ſaved. And again, Ver. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved thi | 
Faith. Where alſo, leſt the adding of Faith ſhould occaſion | 
a leſſening of that Grace, or ſeem to detract from the Free- | 


neſs of it, he cautiouſly ſubjoyns, That this Faith is the 


Work of that Grace, [ Not of your ſelves, It is the Gift of God.] 
For if Grace be perfectly free in Chufing, it muſt be anſwe- 
rably free in Giving _ M 
the End it hath choſen us to: For if the Effect of the Means | 
ſhould depend upon ſomething to be done by Men, which 
la put in fora 
ſhare in the glory of Men's Salvation ; and ſo the Grace of 
God would be dethron'd, and be as if it were not; Grad 
is no more Grace, as is argued in Rom. 11. 16, | 


Applying ikke! 


Grace is not the Doer of, then Works wou 


Are. TH. Spiritual Bleſſings muſt be given freely, and of 
pure Grace, becauſe the Natural Man cannot perform any 


ſuch Act as might be motive for ſuch a Gift. Things 2. 
terially good they may do, as Cain in offering the Firſt- 


(r) Rom. 4. 4. 


eans to bring about | 


Fruits; 
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urs; but not acceptable, becauſe not done in the due man- 
oer, that is, in Faith; the Want of which makes Incenſe 
elf an Abomination (6). If without Faith it be impoſſible 


0 o pleaſe God, then it muſt be impoſſible to do ought before 
do Believe, that may move God to give you Faith. Salva- 
> on is promiſed to Faith, Remiſſion of Sins to Repentance, 
be Bleſled Viſion to Purity of Heart: But we find not theſe 
4 Graces promiſed to any Act or Qualification inferiour to, or 
being before the Graces themſelves: Our Holy Calling and 
ö the Waſhing of Regeneration, we are not entitled to by Works 
Wo 07 cen, | - as ; 
"WM Are. IV. If any of the Requiſites to Salvation ſhould be 
* riven upon Condition, Reaſon would it ſhould be That 
'Wibich in Worth and Virtue coptaineth all the Reſt, 
„ad without which the Reſt had never been, or been of 
a bone Effect, and that is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; of whom 
11 ſaid, That all the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in him 


odily (u); and that, Out of his Fulneſs all Grace is recei- 
ved (x) e The giving of whom was the moſt ſuperlative 
Commendation of God's Love to Men (y), and is therefore 
termed The, or That Gift of God (2), being ſuch a Gift as com- 
prehends all others. And as touching the free and unconditio- 
nate Giving of Chriſt, fee that ancient authentick Record in 
Gen. 3. 15. It ſhall bruiſe thy Head: Wherein is contain'd an 0 
bſolute free Promiſe to ſend the S of God in human Fleſh, |} 
to be a Redeemer. And we evidently know, that his aftunal 1 
| Coming and Performance thereof, was not ſuſpended on any 1 
Deſert or Worthineſs of Men: How could it, when after the [1 
Fall they did not, nor ceuld do any thing but what might | 
turn his Heart more againſt them? For Evidence hereof, we (| 
need not go out of the Context : Do but obſerve the Firſt i 
Adam's Carriage, and the manner of it a little before the Pro- ö 
miſe was made: Firſt, They believe the Serpent rather than | 
God; then they break the Commandment of Life, when they [| 
had neither Need nor Occaſion ſo to do. This done, and if 
inding themſelves loſt, they do not ſo much as ſeek after 
Cod for Help; but rather to hide themſelves from him; fo 
far from confeſſing themſelves faulty, that they charge God 
fooliſhly, and ſhift the Blame of their Miſcarriage upon 
him; The Mimun whom {Thou} gaveſt to be with me, ſbe gave 
(s) Ja. 14218 (t) 2 Ti. i. 0. Tit. „„ ura 2 0p 
(x) John 1. 18 | 65 Rom. 5. 8 5 15 i? 1000 LD 
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me of the Tree--And the Serpent (which alſo is a Creature o 
thy making) he beguiled me, &c. Here's nothing in the 
Deportment, that looks Jike the Motive of ſuch a Promis 
But, tho they run from God, he will not ſo part with then 
yea, he follows them, finds them out, and for a Door oi 
Hope freely pronounceth this gracious Promiſe, of ſending 
his Son to deſtroy this old Serpent, the Devil; and conſe. 
quently the Serpentine Nature, that had now inſtilbd and 
mingled it {elf with theirs. It is the firſt Promulgation of 
the Goſpel, and ſpeaks with as much Abſoluteneſs as Words 
can expreſs, It | ſhall bruiſe] thy Head. | This I inſiſt the 
more upon, becauſe it is the Fuſt that was made in Ting 
and That out of which all following Promiſes are educed. | 
The intent of this Promiſe, was Adam's Recovery and 
Comfort; who, doubtleſs, at this Time, was in a very dif. 
conſolate Condition; as lying under a freſh Senſe of the 
Happineſs he had lolt, and the woful Eſtate he was now 
plunged into; and therefore, *twas neceſſary, (if Adam ſnall 
have Comfort by it) that the Terms thereof be altogether 
Free and Abſolute: For, ſuppoſe them to be the conditional, 
as, namely, if Adam ſhall now repent and convert himſelf; 
if he ſhall better improve a ſecond Stock, (or rather, the 
cankered Remnant of that he had at firſt; my Son Then 
ſhall come into this lower World, to {till that Enemy and 
Avenger : His Life ſhall go for thy Life ; 1 will be Friends 
with thee, and reſtore thee to thy former State. All this,and 
more of this Kind, had yielded bur little Comfort of Hopeto 
a guilty and defiled Conſcience ; who found himſelf not 
only naked, and wholly bereft of his Primitive Righteoul- 
neſs ; but at Enmity with his Creator, and a Bond- ſlave to 
Satan: For, ſuch Reaſonings as theſe, would have broke in 
like a Flood, to bear down and {lifle all Hopes of future Suc- 
ceſs; vix. If when I was in ſo Bleſſed a State, and endued 
with Power to keep it, upon ſo {light a Temptation I yield- 
ed and fell; how ſhould I riſe now I am down, and my 
ſtrength is gone? If when I had Freedom of Will and ſtood 
upright, I ſo eaſily warp'd into crooked Paths; how can! 
hope to return, and do better, now my Will is ſo perverted, - 
and bent to a contrary Courſe? If whilſt I had Eyes in my 
Head, and ſaw Things with Clearneſs, I yet loſt my Way 
and wandred ; how ſhould I think to recover it, being now 
both ſadly bewildred, and my Eyes put out ? How thous 1 
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ring a clean thing out of an unclean, who kept not my 
Heart clean when it was ſo ? How ſhould I gain more with 
yer Talents, who ran my ſelf out of all when I had a- 
bundantly more? Grapes will not grow upon Thorns, nor 
Iris on Thiſtles: Nay, were my Primitive State reſtored to 
ne on the former Terms; I could not expect to keep it, 
having o_ woful Experience of fo cauſleſs and dreadful 
oltac\ 1 : _ | | 
1 ede importantly neceſſary, that this firſt Pro- 
nile, made upon ſo great and ſelemn an Occaſion, and bear- 
ing in it all the Hopes and Comforts of God's People to E- 
ernity 3 ſhould be thorowly free and abſolute, and not depend, 
In the leaſt, upon any good thing to be done by Men, as the 
Condition of it. And if Chriſt be given freely, there's good 
Ground of arguing thence, the free giving of Jeſſer Things. 
For, He that pn not his Son, how ſhall he not with him 
free give us all Things (a) ? Is not the Life more than Meat 
0) Is not Chriſt more than Faith and all Grace? Has God 
ven us the Fleſh of his Son, which is Meat indeed; and 
will he not reſtore our withered Hand to receive it? It can- 
not be; eſpecially conſidering, That this may be done with 
Word; and without this the Other would be loſt, and as 
Water ſpilt on the Ground. But, tho' this Promiſe of Chriſt, 
be virtually a Promiſe of all Grace; yet, becauſe of our 
ſlowneſs of Heart to Believe, and to win us oft from our 
Legalizing Notions; the Lord condeſcends to gratify his 
People in Words as well as Subſtance : And therefore, 
Arg. V. To make it expreſly evident, that all Spiritual 
Bleſſings are perfectly free; he hath put them all into AbſoJute 
Promiſes. Not that all Protniſes run in that Tenor: Man y of 
them have Conditions annex'd; which alſo (in their Place) 
have a very ſignificant Uſefulneſs : 1. As Proofs of our wil- 
ing Subjection to God (c. 2. As Directi ves by what Medi- 
ums we muſt get to the Bleſſedneſs defign'd us (d); and how 
qualified ſor the Enjoyment of it (e). 3. As Marks and Evi- 
dences of our being in the Way to it, and of thoſe to whom 
it doth belong (Y. But, this Annexion of Conditions, does 
not imply a Power in Men to perform them; tho? perform'd 
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| (a) Rom. 8. 32. (b) Marth. 6. 25. (c) Gen. 22. 12. (d) Jobe 
3. 16. and 14. 6. (e) Matth, 5. 8. 2 Cor. 7. 1. (f) Mark. 16. 
16. Rom. 8. 1. Jobu 10. 9. | 


they 


us with. But, That great Fundamental Promiſe, on whic 


FPromiſe, or as a Defeazancg to it. It's a Scripture Maxim 


: Grace to undertake for us; and then indeed, and not iti 5 


ol Acceptance with God, and Eternal Life; in other Scrip 
tures thoſe very Conditions are Promiſed without Condition 


lance; which being that of the Sanctuary, may well be allow d 
to caſt it: Nor would it be once debated, if Men knew theig 


ceaſe to do Evil; learn to do Water upon you, and ye {hall 
' Reaſon together; and though thineſs will I cleanſe you (e 
(hall be white as Soto (i). ty; and your Sin I will ref 
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they mult be, before we come to the promiſed Reward: no 
does the Ettect of thoſe Promiſes depend upon any Ad 
be done by us, which ſome other Promiſe doth not provide 


is founded our Hopes of Eternal Life, was Abſolute ; 't 
given afore the World (g). Tho' dearly Conditional to hi 


with whom the Compact was made; yet perfectly Free and | 
Abſolute to us; and therefore the adding of Conditions ti 
after Promiſes, way not be taken as invalidating that Fr, 


That the Covenant which was before confirmed of God in Ch il 
the Law (which was four hundred and thirty years after) cal 
not diſannul; that it ſhould make the Promil of none fett (ji | 
The like may be ſaid of Promiſes made in Time; viz. Th 
the Conditionality of ome, does not make void the Abſoluteneſl 
.of Others. As the Law was to Chriſt, ſuch are Conditional 

Promiſes to the Abſolute; they ſne what we ſhould be and 
do ; and, by Conſequence, that we can neither be nor do ag 
we ſhould ; and thence Infer to us, the Neceflity of Diving 


then, is the Freeneſs of Grace adorable, which promiſeti 


Help in Terms of an abſolute Tenor. And accordingly wg 
find, that whatever is in one Scripture, made the Condition 


Some of which we have a Proſpect of in the following Ba 


Intereſt ; For, Intereſt will not Lye, _ 50 
Conditional Promiſe. Promiſes of the Condition. 
Waſh ye, make you clean; Then will I ſprinkle clead 


Well, Come now, and let us be clean: From all your Fil 


your Sins be as Scarlet, they I will forgive your Iniqui 


W 10 member no more (1). 
Repent and turn; ſo Iniqui-T I will put anewSpirit with 


ty ball not be your Ruin (in); in you (n. A new Heart ald 


(8) Ei. 1. 2. (h) Gal. 3. 17. (ij Iſa. 1. 16,—18. (b) Eh 
36. 254 (I) Jer. 31. 34. (m) Exek, 18. 30. (n) Ch. 11. 19. h 
4 | al 


Conditional Promiſes. 
Make you a new Heart, and a 
yew Spiri it (0). 


F thou ſhalt ſeek the 

* 4, 1 thou ſhalt find 
In, if thou ſee Him with 
ih whole Heart (r). 


| follow n to know the Lord 
(x). 

Circumciſe three the 
fo e- in of your Heart (Z). 
as 4.075 0 backſliding Chil- 
en ( 
| #.3 e be willing and obeti- 
| Land (d). 

Lui. yet or 
0 271 of by the Houſe of Iſra- 


.die ſame ſhall befaved().. 
1s 


of Effet ual Cc dice: 


| Hear, and your Sou] ſhall. 


- Then {hall we know, if we 


J ent, ye + ſhall eat the £00d of the 


8 that entluxet}, unto the 
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. Promiſes of Condition. 


willI give you; and a new Sp- 
rit will I put within you (D). 


Thou ſhalt return, and o- 
bey the Voice of the Lord 
(J. They ſhall return unto 
Me with their whole Heart 
(t) Iam found of them that 
ſought me not (4). 


Thou ſhalt call Me, My 


Father, and ſhalt not turn 


from Me (5). 


The Lord thy God will 


3 circumciſe thine Heart (a). 
I will heal their Backſli- g 


dings (c). 


'Thy People ſhall be willing 
(0. I will cauſe vou to walk 


in my Statues (f). 
this be en- 


J will pour upon the Houſe 


of David, the Spirit of Grace 


and Supplications (D. 

They ſhall not depart from 
me (. Who ſhall confirm 
you unto the End (0. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe many exceeding Great und Hrecious 
Promiſes by which we are made Partakers the Divine 

And if duely :onfidered, would much conduce to E- 
Rabi the preſent Truth, which affirms the abſolute free 


Fire 


giving of All Things pertaining to Life and Godlineſs (n); 
And this, nothing more plainly contradicis, than to: make 
the Diſpenſements of Grace, to depend on the Wills and Im- 


pal Scope of Abſolute Promiſes, that uo FIE ſhould Glory in 
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0) Exek, 18. 31. (p) Ezek. 36. 26, (q) J 55. 3. (r) Deut. 
4.29. (s) Deut. 30. 8. (t) Fer. 24. 7. (u) 1ſa. 65. 1. (x) Hof, 
6. 3. (y) Jer. 3. 19 (2) Deut. 10. 16. (a) Deut. 30. 6. (b) 
Jer. 3. 14. (c) Hol. 14 4. (d) Ja. 1. 19. (e) Pſal. 110. 3. (f) 
Ezel. UP 27, Phil, 2. 13. (g) Ezek. 36. 37. (h) Zech. 12. 10, i) 


Vet. 1. 4. (n) Ver, 3. 


His 


provements of Natural Man: To exclude which, is a Princi- 


Mat. 24. 13. (k) Jer. 32. 40. 0 1 Gr, L 8. Jer. 3.10. i(m), * 
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: 
{ 
i 
| 


216 A Practical Diſcourſe 


They have Al Means to be better than they are; and yet we 
Sufficiency alledged : For, of all the reſt, the Name of Chriſt 


have not. In a great Part of the World Chriſt is not ſo much 


Meſſiah cometh) F. 
the O | 


his Preſence (o); ſince it is God that worketh-all in all, both 

to Mill and to do; and that of his own good Pleaſure (p). 
There are yet, divers Things alledged againſt this Doe. 

trine ; which the Holy Scriptures, with Reaſons.drawn from 


thence, and ſanctified Experience, do afford a plentiful Barr 


and Anſwer to: And this Service they have done us, t 
bring ſome Things to mind (before omitted) which may 
prove to the further clearing and Confirmation of the Truth. 
Obj. A Men Univerſally, (Others as well as thoſe you cal 
the Ele) are endued with Means ſufficient for Salvation. 

Anſw. It ſhall be far from us to leſſen the Means afforded 
to any; or their Sin in not living up to what they have; 


cannot aſſent, That all Men Now (ſince the Fall) have the 
and Faith in him, muſt not be excluded; but theſe all Men 


as Named, and how /hall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard (9 )? And where the Goſpel is, All Men have 
not Faith (r). For Men to believe (or fancy rather) that 
ſome excellent Perſon hath interpos'd an Atonement, to keep 
off Vengance from ſinful Men, (as ſome ſpeak) is not to 
Believe on the Name of the Son of God; but rather to Eredt 
an Altar to an unknown Deity, and to Worſhip they know 
not what. Our Saviour tells the Fews, (who neu that 
by believe not that I am | He] ye ſhall 
die in your Sins (5) | 

bjettion. I. Becauſe it ſets Man in the ſame State Now, 
as Before the Fall; Then, indeed, they had a Sufficiency to 
retain their preſent State; but ever ſince, AJ] are born Chil- 
dren of Wrath, and Enemies to God. 2. Becauſe the Ob- 


jection, while it ſeems to magnifie Common Grace, it nul- | 


lifies the ſpecial ; as if God no more regarded his own Elect, 


than other Men. 3. Becauſe it lays a Foundation for Self- 
boaſting : For, if all have but the ſame means given from 
above; the betterneſs of any mult be from themſelves ; Men 
muſt make themſelves to differ; which is contrary to all 


Reaſon, ſince the ſame Means can have but the ſame Effect 
upon Subjects alike qualified. 4. Becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks 


— 


4001 Cr. 1. 29. (p) 1 Cor. 12. 6. Phil, 2. 13. (a) Rom, 10, 
14. (r) 2 Thef. 3. 2. (s) John 8. 24, 
. | expreſſy 
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or other Reaſons alſo, we cannot admit 


— 


expreſly the contrary ; and that of thoſe who had the like- 
lieſt Sufficiency of any others; arid yet they could not Be- 
lieve (t): And of Believers themſelves, that They tanmor 
think (u): And of Chriſt's own Diſciples, (who, of all Be- 
ievers, had the higheſt Means ;) That without him they can 

do nothing (x): And if ſuch as Theſe can neither do, nor 
think, where's the Sufficiency boaſted of? You ſay, They 
have Power to Believe, if they Will: Not ſo, but if they 
Will, they have Power. Power and Will, in this Matter, 
are the ſame thing variouſly expreſs'd : It's common to ſay 

We cannot, when nothing is wanting but ill. And, for 
Power to Will, (if ſuch a thing could be) without a Will to 

put that Power into Act; it would ſignifie no more than an 
Arm without ſtrength 5 (which makes a ſhew, but cari do 
nothing) like the Feet and Ankle-bones of him that was born 
a Cripple. But is not that a deplorable kind of Sufficiency, | 
which leaves without Hope, and without God in the World 9 
() ? and yet, ſuch is the State of a very great part of Man- A 
kind. You'll ſay, perhaps, They had a Sufficiency, but by 
miſuſage they loſt it: And can there be a more palpable in- 

ſtance of a thing's Inſufficiency, than its Inability to preſerve 
it ſelf; and the general ſucceſsleſsneſs of it? But, Means may 
proper enough, and in their kind ſufficient, towards 
the Production of fuch an Event; and yet that Event never 
ſucceed, for want of ſomething elſe which alſo was requi- 

te for it. Some of the Fews, by the evident Teſtimonies 

of Chriſt's Divinity, were convinc d that He was the Meſſzah; 
but it came not up to a perfect work; they did not confeſs him 

(2); and this becauſe the Arm of the Lord was not revealed to 

them (a); that is (as Moſes ſpeaks) the Lord had not given 
them an heart to underſtand (b). Planting and Watering are 

proper and ſufficient in their Kind, as means and ſecondary 
Cauſes; but nothing as to increaſe, without a Bleſſing from 

God. Who could Reaſon more ſtrongly than Paul? Or 

ſpeak more eloquently than Apoilos? and yet the ſucceſs of 
their Miniſtry was, as God gave to every Man (c) It is God 

that worketh both Mill and Deed(d): IN is he that openeth the 

Ear to Diſcipline (e), and Sealeth Inſtruction (F): When his 
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(i) Jobs 12. 39. (u) 2 Cor. 3. 5. (x) John i5-5. (y) Eph. 2. 
12. (2) John 12. 42. (a) Iſa. 53. 1. (b) Deut. 29. 4. (c) 1 Con 


3. 5 (d) Phil, 2. 13. (e) Job $6.16. 0 33. 10, + * 


Hand 


* 


5 


(K) Luk, 8. 15. (1) /a. 10. 15. 


ſelf : Not to exempt them from their Duty, but enable them 
for it; adding alſo, his own Divine Power to make the 
Means effectual; as is plainly implied in that of the Prophet 
Jeremy, Iwill bring it Health and Cure, and I will cure them 
(i) ; that is, he would give them an honeſt and good Heart, 
which {hall bring forth Fruit to Perſection (). Theſe are 
this will not do. ls . 

Obj. They have as full a Sufficiency as is meet and juſt fur 
Cod to give, . 3 


2 An 1. Is it meet and juſt to do good? Why not then 


the chiefeſt good that Men are capable of , which is, to have 
their Hearts perfectly turned to God, and united to him 
for ever? 2. The Objection attributes more to Man, in the 
Buſineſs of his Salvation, than to God : For, if all that God 
can juſtly or meetly do in Order thereto, will not fave him, 
without ſomething done by. himſelf which God is not the 
doer of; then Man will be reckon'd Chief Agent in the 
work, and ſo, the Axe will beaſt it ſelf againſt him that handles 
it (1). Suppoſe a Plaiſter or Medicine to be made of twenty 


Ingredients, and one of them to be of that Soveraign Vertue, 


as to influence all the reſt; all which, if that be wanting, 


will but Ulcerate the Wound, or heighten the Diſtemper; 


that One mult be counted the Principal. 3. It is not to be ſup- 
poſed, that the Great andOnly Wiſe God would ſet up aCres- 
ture whoſe Will he cannot juſtly and meetly over-rule, el- 
pecially in things requiſite to the very End for which he was 
made: Nor, that he ſhould make him for ſuch an End, as 


(g) Exch, 24, 13+ (h) Etel. 36, 25,—28. (i) Jer. 33. 6 


leet. 


a. 
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that 


the Means proper and ſufficient for Salvation; and leſs than | 
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that any thing conducible thereto, may not meetly and juſily 
de done, in order to its Accompliſhment. 4. It would not 
anſwer the End of Chriſt's receiving Gifts for Men; yea, | 
for the Rebellious, to bring in whom, all Power was given 

to him. Suppoſe a General ſhould take in the leſſer Forts of 
a revolted City; but leave the Fort Royal, which Com- h 

mands all the reſt, in the Enemy's hand: Shall he tell his | 
prince, they would not yield, and that, being Men of Rea- 

ſon, he thought it not fair to force them ? Would this be a 

fair Accompt of his Expedition? I tro not; for it would | 

be to ſay; in effect, that he did not reduce them becauſe 
they were Rebels. 5. It cannot be righteous or meet for 

Men to aſfirm, nor for the Honour of Soveraign Majeſty to 

admit, that the Creature's Will ſhould limit, divert or 

fruſtrate, the Will and Intent of the Creator. Shall it be at 
the Will of one poſſeſs d, whether or no the Devil ſhall be 
caſt out? Shall every baſe and pitiful Luſt have a Negative 

Vote to that which has paſs'd the Trinity's Fiat? It was 

religiouſly ſaid of one, I will not have him for my God, that 

hath not Power over my Will. And Laſtly, ſuppoſe a Man 
crazd in his Head; and you intend him an Honour or 

Office, which he never will be capable of, without the full 

uſe of his Reaſon ; is it not meeter, and doth it not argue an 

higher degree of Love, Pradence and Juſtice, to cure his 

Diſtemper, though in a way contrary to his preſent mind, 

than to wait his complying with your Preſcriptions, which 

(as he is) he'll never underſtand ? And what hinders, but 

that God may do ſo by his People; even give them an 

Heart to know him, and to fear him for ever, ſave only 

that this Boggy Principle of Humane Liberty will nor 

comport with it? | 9855 5 
Obj. But if a Sufficiency of Means to Repent and Believe, 

be not 3 to All, how ſhall God be Juſt in Puniſbing for 

Neglect? ? TD 

Anſ. The Juſtice of God will not need our falving, eſ- 

pecially by a Balm of our making: Whether he judge or 

uſtifie, he is Juſt in what he doth, though purblind Rea- 
lon ſees not how. His Judgments are a great Deep; not to 
be farhomed by humane Comprehenſion. In ſounding at 
ea, will it follow, that there's no Bottom, becauſe your 

6 © Line will not reach it? God dealt not ſo (in reſpect of 

Ueans) with any Nation as * Ijrael, and the Men goin 5 
2 WI. 
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with Paul to Damaſcus, the Lord would not give they to 
ſee his Face, nor to hear his Voice; both which he vouch. 
lafed to Paul, and yet he needs no Vindication or Apology 
for puniſhing their Unbelief: They that have finned with 
Law, ſhall periſh without Law, Rom. 2. 12. Beſides, Men | 
are juſtly obnoxious to Puniſhment, for neglecting, or not 
improving the Means they have; albeit thoſe Means, when 
made the beſt of, that Nature can, will not ſave them: They 
are puniſhable for not Feeding and not Cloathing; and yet, 
by doing theſe, Men are not Juftitied. The leaſt Tranſgreſ- 
hon lays open to Wrath; and we cannot, by Keeping ſome 
Commands, compenſate the Breach of Others. 
Obj. Wherent is ſaid, I will write my Law in their Hearts; 
and cauſe them to walk in my Statutes, &c. There is no more 
intended by it, but the Giving of Things or Means proper to 
ſuch an End. Ps 5 2 
 Anſw. If one obliged to ſave your Life, ſhould thus ex- 
pound his Engagement, you would not think it good Pay- 
ment, nor that he had dealt faithfully with you. The Senſe | 
objected cannot be the Mind and Limit of that moſt graci- 
ous Promiſe: For, 1. The Promiſe muſt be as broad and 
large as the Precept: It would elſe be too ſhort to repoſe | 
our Confidence in. If then, the Precept intends as much 
as the Words of it do literally import, then alſo doth the | 
Promife : But the Precept not only requires a uſing the 
Means that tend to the Duty enjoyn'd, but the perfect, ef. 
fectual Performance of the Duty itſelf, both as to Matter 
and Form; therefore doth likewiſe the Promiſe : And then 
it will follow, that to write the Law in the Heart, and cauſe 
us to walk, Cc. is more than a Means: It is the Thing it 
ſelf. 2. That Doctrine is hardly beſtead, and not much to 
be credited; which, for its ſupport, mult put ſuch a Con- 
ſtruction on the higheſt and moſt abſolute Promiſes that 
God hath made, as would render them weak and fruitlels | 
things. 3. Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, That ſuch a 
thing He ui do; for Men to put in Conditions or Limits: | 
tions, is to raze or interline a Record; which is a Jelonions | 
Aci: And how he will deal with thoſe who add to, or tale 
from, the Words of his Prophecy, you have recorded in | 
in the laſt Chapter of his Book: (It's ill trifling with ſacred | 
Things.) 4. A Phyſician that undertakes to cure a Man 
of his Phrenſie, and to keep him in his right Mind; 15 44 
| N 
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aid to have done his Work, or made good his Word (what- 
ever Means have been applied to him) if the Patient continue 


his former Diſtraction, or Relapſe into it. 5. There is no 


need or reaſon, why the Lord ſhould Promiſe, or make ſhew 
of Promiſing, more than he intends to perform : (For that 
would be as a. broken Staff:) Or, Why he ſhould expreſs 
himſelf in Terms of a fuller or more abſolute Engagement, 
than might in all Points conſiſt with his Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Holineſs, c. 6. Laſtly, The Objection is further excepted 
againſt and rejected, not only as it makes Man the chief 
Agent in his own Salvation; but as denying that God doth 
any thing more for them that are Saved, than for them that 
Peri b. If Men make themſelves to ditter, the Goſpel-deſign 
of Magnifying Grace, is da(h'd at once. And truly, 'tis Mat- 
ter both of Wonder and Grief, to fee how induſtriouſly 
witty ſome Men are, to enervate the Promiſes of God ; as 
if they could not accept of Salvation, unleſs their own 
Wills may ſtand Partners with his Grace. 

Obj. But is it not ſaid, To him that hath ſhall be given (a)? 
i. e. He that uſes Common Grace well, ſhall have Special? 

Anſw. I. If that gracious Promiſe of writing the Law in 
our Hearts, intends only the aftording of Means, (which is 
but Common Grace) where ſhall we find a Promiſe of the Spe- 
cal? The well-uling of Commcn Grace, is indeed a Duty in- 
cumbent upon all; but is no way meriting, or moving God 
to beſtow the Special: He is above all Human Motives; and 
is not wrought upon by them, as Men are. This is ſeen by 
Paul, whom Special Grace took hold upon, even while in 
the Heat of miſuſing that which is Common: There was no 


pace of Time between his being a Perſecutor, and his h- 


taining Mercy (b). 2. What Proportion is there, in value, 
between an Handful of Clay and a Talent of Gold? Infinitely 
more is the Diſproportion between the Grace of Faith, and 
all that a Natural Man can do for the obtaining of it: They 
that are in the Fleſh cannct pleaſe God (c). 3. Whatſoever 
is not of Faith, is Sin; but a Man's Sin cannot be a Motive 
for his Good : To plead your Improvements, is to make your 


filthy Rags an Argument why God ſhould accept you. Re- 
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222 A Practical Diſcourſe 
member the Condition he was in, that proffer'd Money for 
the Gift of the Holy Ghft (d): Improvements for Faith is 
no better. 4. It would not become the Wiſdom, Power, or 
Grace of God, to build on a Foundation made ready to his 
Hand: He needs it not, nor will it ſort with his Deſign; 
which is to have his Grace acknowledged the Alpha and | 
Omega of Men's Salvation. Laſtly, 4 Hill to improve is 
as much from God as the Thing to be improved: A Man 
can receive nothing, except it be given him from Above (e). 
The Thing given, and Power to receive or improve it, are | 
both from Thence: And Things from Above are not fetch d 
down by Men; but they come down when and upon whom | 
the Father of Lights pleaſeth (J). | 
Obj. Men are commanded to make them a new Heart (g); 
which muſt imply an Ability fo to do: For how can it be Juſt | 
7 re ire Things impoſſible; and that under ſo ſevere a | 
enalty ! * „„ 1 1 
Anſu. Whatever is implied in the Command, ſuch Alle- | 
gations do ſurely imply, that the Framers of them are much | 
unacquainted with the Scriptures, or extreamly raſh in draw- | 
ing Concluſions from them. There are Reaſons enough | 
and holy Ends, which do juſtly warrant ſuch Commands, 
i without ſuppoſing thoſe to whom they are given, able now | 
[| to perform them: As, 1. Perhaps the Lord ſpeaks it Ioni- 
li cally; deriding their vain Confidence, as Elijah did the 
Prieſts of Baal, when he bids them, Cry aloud, for he is a 
 Ged(h : Will you hence infer, That Baal was a God? Or, 
that Idols can ſhew Things to come, becauſe the Lord bids 
them do it, thereby to evidence their Godhead (i)? Or, 
that Adam had advantaged himſelf by his Fall, becauſe the | 
Lord fays, The Man is become like one of us (k) ? The like 
Form of Speech is ſometime uſed concerning Babylon; Take 
Balm for her Pain, 15 ſo be ſhe may be healed; even then when 
His Device was to deſtroy her (I). So here, as upbraiding 
* thoſe carnal Jews with their fond Opinion of ee 
F eedom of Wil, and Power to do great Matters; Make yu 
a neu Heart, for why will ye die? q. d. You know that the 
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End of theſe Things is Death: You pretend to an high Pitchi 
of Ability, That Men may be as good as they will, and turn 
when they pleaſe, and yet you go on in any evil Way: If ye 
an make you a new Heart, do it; Why will ye, by neglec- 
ting ſo eaſie a Matter, fall under a Sentence of Death? 
1 To let Men know God hath not loſt His Right of Com- 
; nanding, tho they have loſt their. Power of Obeying ; Time 
vas when they had it, and Power to keep it; but having 
- W loſt it, God is not bound to reſtore it, nor unjuſt in puniſh- 
ing thoſe Neglects which ariſe from the want of it. It is 
Man's Duty to ſeek after God, tho? ir be a | Peradventure] 
whether they ſhall find him or not (+). 3. Hereby to co 
vince them, what was that one Thing neceſſary, viz. The 
Change of Heart; as without which, all Labour is ſpent in 
vain upon them; as in the Parable of the Sower. The Root 
muſt be holy before the Fruit; Grapes will not grow upon. 
Thorns; nor the ſtony, thorny, or high- way Ground bring 
forth to Perfection (n): When Ephraim was Turned, then 
he Repented, and not before (o). 4. That being convinced 
of the Neceſſity of ſuch a Change, and finding their own 
Endeavours wholly ineffectual, (as Paul did) (p); they might 
ſee alſo the Neceſſity of Free Grace and of the Divine Power- 
to do it for them, and ſo have their Eyes turn'd oft from 
themſelves, and drawn thitherwards, even towards thoſe 
Hills of Strength, which the Church had an Eye to when 
they prayed, Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned (q). F. If 
the giving a Command from God infers in Men a Power to 
obey ; then it will follow, that Men have a Power to keep 
the whole Law, and that without turning aſide to the right. 
Hand or to the left; and to make themſelves holy, as God 
is holy; for theſe are commanded: (r). But, 6. That the 
Lord intends not ſuch a Concluſion ſhould be made upon 
his Command, appears from the 17th Jer. ver. 1. The Sin of 
Jha is written with a Pen of Iron, and with the Point of a 
iamond graven on the Table of their Heart, 1. e. So as not 
to be blotted out by Human Wit or Strength: And therefore, 
7. He tells them expreſly, It is as impoſſible for them to 
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make themſelves a new Heart, as for the AEthiopian to change 
his Heim (t): For, whoican bring a clean Thing out of an un- 
clean (r)? The) that ſauttifie themſelves, and they that offer 
Swiner Flefs, hal beth: be.cenſumed together, Iſa. 66. 17. 
Obj. M then are Men enjoyn'd Attendance on the Mean, 
if there be ſo little in tem? 2103 og? 4 
Anſib. If there were no other Reaſon or End, this were 
enough, That God had commanded it; That binds us to uſe 
the Means, 'tho* not the Means to effect the Thing it is uſed 
for: Nor is the Means ſo much to be conſider'd, as God's 
Inſtitution and Appointment; nor the Uſe thereof to be 
reſted on, but the Grace and Power of God giving Influ- 
ence thereto; who himſelf is not bound to Means or Me- 
_ thod : Originally he is found in his own Way; and out of 
it we are not to look for him. VV 
Obj. But to what End is the Goſpel preached in Terms U- 
aiverſal, and Univerſally to Al, if ſome Particular and De- 
terminate Perſons only can Receive it? 333 
Anſw. The Councel of God concerning Election is ſecret; 
The Miniſter knows not who are the Objects of it; and 
therefore muſt Preach to All, according to his Commiſſion. 
The Lord deals in this, as in the Matter of Lots: Saul was 
fore- appointed to be King; yet all Iſrael. muſt come toge- | 
ther, and Lots muſt be caſt on the whole Nation, as if the WW 
Perſon were yet undeſign'd (2). The falling of the Lot was 
wholly contingent, as to Men: Another might have been 
taken as well as he it fell upon: But the Lord diſpoſed it, 
and cails it on the right Perſon (x). So touching the Go- I 
pel, it is ſent to a Place where (perhaps) but one, or ver 
few Elect Perſons are, and thoſe only ſhall be taken by it, 
and yet it muſt be publiſh'd to the whole City promiſcu- 
ouſly : But the Holy Ghoſt, yo knoweth the deep Things 
of Gcd, brings it to the Hearts of thoſe for whom it is pre- 
pared, and there it fixeth: Which the Jaylor, Lydia, and 
other Examples make evident. | 
Obj. Man is a Rational Creature, and accordingly to be pre- 
ceeded with : But this Way and Manner of Converfton deftrovs 
2 Freedom of Mill; and makes Converſiun a Compulſary 
#7; | Rn . 333 
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Juſw. The Will cannot be forced: The Man may be 
"ed to Act againſt his Will, but not to Mill againſt his 
fil: Or, He may Will that to Day, which Yelterday he 
led not. But this Change is fo far from being an Infringe- 
Ent, that tis rather an Effect and Demonttration of his 
heedom. There are three ſorts of Compulſion, Violent, 
Natural and Rational. 1. Violent; when a Man is con- 
Iain'd to do that which his Mill is oppoſite to: Thus the 
ſaelites; to ſerve the Egyptians,and to go into Captivity : So 
Paul and other Saints are led captive to That they would 
got ) : But the Mil in Converſion comes not under this 
und of Conſtraint, nor any thing like it. 2. There is a 


oampelled to eat, drink, ſleep and breathe ; there needs no 
nolent Hand to impoſe it, nor Arguments to perſwade to 


b proper to the Soul converted, in reference to a ſpiritual 
Ilie and Actions. 3. There is alſo a Rational Compulſion, 
rhich is neareſt the Caſe in Hand: This is when the Un- 


Miudged otherwiſe of. For this, ſee the ProdigaPs Reaſons for 
eturning to his Father (Zz), and the Lepers for going to the 


Wi go where there was Hope, than tarry where there was 
None. See alſo the Arguments for the Saints living to Chr 'ſt ; 


ti, That if Chrift died for them, they are bound to live to 
tim (6); yet no Breach of their Liberty, albeit that other 
while they were otherwiſe minded. . 3 

W The firſt of theſe, (viz. that which is Vielent) our Doc- 
tine Bath nothing to do with: It is true, there is a draw- 


% in Converſion; and there weuld be no Converſion with- 


Which drawing implies an Aver ſeneſs, or at leaſt a Diſability 
n him that is dawn; and conſequently, a kind of Firce or 
Extrinſecal Power put forth upon him. But let me ſay, It 
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Natural Compulſion: Thus Men and other Creatures are 


t they do it by Inſtinct, which God hath endued them 
vith for their own Conſervation: This kind of Compulſion 


&rſtanding and Judgment are ccnvinced of the Goodneſs, 
Neceſſity, or Expediency of a Thing; which before he 


„ans Camp (4) : Their Reaſon told them, It was better 


the Love of Chriſt conſtrains them; they cannot but ſo judge, 


outit; No Man can come to Chriſt excctt he be drawn (c). 
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is ſuch a Force, as the efMfhtened Soul moſt gladly ſubject 
itlelf unto, and would not be from under the Power and 
bleſſed Influence of it for a World, Let it therefore be ch 
ſerv'd How the Father draws: It is in the moſt genuine and 
kindly Way that can be conceiv'd: He draws by Teaching (): 


Not as Gideon taught the Men of Succoth (e); nor as the 


Task-Maſters drew the People to their Burdens (F): By 
as Jacob was drawn into Egypt; who need not be fora 
to dillodge and remove his 'Tent, when he found himſel 
ſurrounded with Famine, and heard there was Corn in E. 
gypt ; that the King had ſent Waggons for him, and Pro- 
villons for the Way; telling him withal, That the Good 
of all the Land was before him ; eſpecially conſidering that 
his beloved Joſeph was there alive, and in greateſt Honour, 
ready to receive him (g). In like manner, when the Soul 
hath a hight of the Holineſs of God, and of its own Vile 
neſs; of the Purity, Streightneſs, and juſt Severity of the 


Law; with its own Uncleanneſs, Crookedneſs, Guiltine's iſ 


and Diſability either to keep it, or bear the Vengeance of 
it: That in God alone is all its Bleſſedneſs; and that yet it 
cannot poſſibly come at him, but as dry'd Stubble to a de- 
vouring Flame: And yet again, If he comes not, he dyes 
imthe Place where he is, and muſt dwell with Everlaſting 
Burningss and withal hears of a Mediator, who came from 
Heaven to ſave ſuch as himſelf is; and who caſts out none 
that come to him; and by whom he may come to God bot! 
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ſafely and acceptably : There will need no violent Hand on 


the Will; even Love to himſelf makes the Soul Wings. There 
is, indeed, a violent (or rather, Almighty) Conltraint and 
caſting out of him that did uſurp upon the Will, and per- 
vert it, by deluding the Underſtanding with falſe Gloſles 
and carnal Reaſonings; which being diſpelled by the true 
Light's ſhining, the Will falls in with it, and follows with 
perfect Freedom. Chriſt ofter'd no Violence to the Man, 
when he caſt out the Legion; but thereby reſtored him to 
bis proper Freedom: For we preſently find him at Jeſu 
Feet chathed, and in his right Mind (5); deſiring New to 
dwell, with him, the Sight of whom before was a Torment 
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(di) Jobs 6. 45, (e) Judges 8. 16, (f) Exod. 5. 16. (8) Gen 
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to him: Here, no Man will ſay, the Patient was wrong d, 
tho' his Will was croſs'd; if any do there's Cauſe to enquire, 
whether himſelf be yet in his right Mind. When the Facul- 
ties are put in Order by Renovation, the Underſtanding is 
che Spirit of the Will; which therefore looks and goes the 
ame Way as of Courſe, as the Wheels did after the living 
Creatures (i), without any foreign or violent Conſtraint : It 
hath Now a Spring within it, by which it is moved and 
guided (it ſelf being alſo renewed and ſanctified) according 
to this renewed Light: As a needle that is rightly touch'd, 
needs not be forc'd to look towards the Pole; it will do it 
by 1 . : If the Eye be fingle, the whole Body is full of 
WW Light (/. OR 3 rs 
Put ſuppoſe the Thing objected to be true; (namely, That 
in converſion, the Will ſuffereth Violence / it no way de- 
BW ſerves to be ſtyled Cruel or Tyrannical, as ſome (extreamly 
tender in Nature's concerns) do preſume to ſpeak, nor, in- 
deed, to be complained of in the leaſt, ſince the Tendency 
and Iſſue thereof is an infinite good. What Father would 
not croſs the Will of his Child, rather than ſee him deſtroy'd 
by his fool-hardineſs? Shall Parents, as it were, force their 
Children's Will for their good, and be blameleſs? and ſhall 
not much more the Father of Spirits that we may live (? 
Pas it not a Mercy to Jeremy, that the Mord of the Lord k- 
WW was as fire in his bones, that he could not forbear ſpeaking (m)j; 
rather than be confounded for holding his Peace? How much 
better is it to enter into Life halt or maimed, than go into 
Hell with a whole Skin ! I hope there is none ſo much be- 
ſides themſelves as to judge otherwiſe of it; or complain of 
their being compell'd to go to Heaven, tho' it were by a 
B Whirlwind and Chariot of Fire. At fi ſt, I grant, *tis pure 
Neceſſity drives to Chriſt ; but afterwards, his Perſonal Ex- 
ceellency and Lovelineſs conſtrain to abide with him; (a 
ſweet and Bleſſed compulſion !) And now you would not 
leave him again, altho? the firſt Neceſſity of your going to 
him were quite at an End: But ſtill we Ag as before, that 
the Will is not violated, but changed, and that in a due and 
orderly Way, by being made ſubject to an enlightned Un- 
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_ derſtanding, than which there is nothing more Pleafant and 
Natural to it. R vil 


Inferences. 


The Inferences from this Doctrine, I reduce to two ſorts, 
1. Cautionary, to prevent the miſuſing ſo great a Truth: 
2. Directive, to draw forth ſome of the Spirits of it into Pra. 
ctice: And of theſe, intermixedly and briefly, though capa- 
ble of much enlargement. In General, take notice, that 
the Scope and Deſign of the Doctrine, is not to foſter re- 
miſneſs in Duty, nor to countenance a ſtupid or Carny 
Quiet: But, to ſet forth the fulneſs, freeneſs, and prevalent 
Efficacy of Divine Grace, with the Creature's nothing- 
neſs (as to any conſiderable Act) in this Matter. More 
particularly: B Pe | 
Infer. I. Preſume not your ſelf intereſſed in the Promiſe 
of Eternal Life, until you find in your {elf thoſe Neceſſary 
Evidential Qualifications of Faith and Regeneration: Or at 
Jeaſt, a truly earneſt and reſtleſs Purſuit after them, I will 
not let thee go, except thou bleſs me, Men. 32. 26. | 
Inſer. II. Let not the means be deſpiſed, or lightly regarded, 
becauſe of themſelves not ſufficient to ſave. Where the means 
are, the Lord expects that Men ſhould uſe them; and we 
read not of any ſaved without, where they might be had. 
aer. III. Let no Man fit till in the Wilful or careleſs 
neglect of his Duty, pretending, that if Elected he ſhall 
ſurely be ſaved; if not, all he can do will not help him. Such 
a Diſpoſition argues a great Height of Pride; or Sullenneſs of 
Spirit, and Enmity againlt God: fly from it, as from Hell; 
for ttis truly that Death which Hell follows after : As on 
the contrary, ye can hardly have a more hopeful Symptom 
of your State, than a ſerious Attendance upon God in his 
Way. And in ſeeking to know your Election, begin at the 
right End; give all diligence to make your Calling ſure; 
and the certainty of your Election will fall in upon it. 
Inner. IV. Take notice, from the Import and Tenor of 
the contrary Doctrine, what ſtanding need and uſefulneſs 


there is of thoſe often repeated cautions, to try the Spirits;. 


ſearch the SeFiptures, take heed how yen hear ; and not to 


be led by fair /hews in the Fleſh. The more ſmooth and 
plealing Notions are to the carnal Ear, the more ** 
Pry 
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pected, and throughly examin'd before they paſs. Let the 
drift of the Law and Teſtimony determine the Queſtion ; 
and that will tell you, thoſe Doctrines are not to be held 
ouiltleſs, that cry up that Excellent Creature Man; with 
the ſtrength andcapacity of natural Reaſon, the juſſiciency 
of. Free-Will Grace ; power of Improvement, (and truly I 
know not what, for they are not after the Pattern of whole- 
ſome Words;) making Theſe the great hinge whereon the 
Deſign (that glorious Deſign) of Grace in Election, the Me- 


q 


could not be ſaid to be, if Reaſon could comprehend it. With 
all your care and circumſpection, fly fom that dangerous 
Quickſand, which the Jews ſunk into and periſhed (o): 
And how many in our Days, are in Danger of it! It hath 
ſain its Thouſands, for others fingle Tens. As Preventive 
of this, I would put in a Threefold Memorial. 

1. That there is a Specifick difference between Moral Vir- 
tues and Divine, or Holineſs of Truth. True Holineſs has 
all Morality in it; but all that is called Moral, may be with- 
out true Holineſs, nor will ever riſe to it ; ſublimation does 
not vary: the Kind, Holineſs muſt have a Root of its own 
Hie that beſt knew the Nature of Things, and what may be 
made of them, affirms it as irrational to think otherwiſe, as 
to expect Figs from Thiſtles (2. That they proceed from 
ſeveeal Heads, appears from their ſeveral Ends. What rifles 
from the Divine Nature, directs its Courſe towards God, 


and ceaſes not until it arrive at him, and what riſes in Self, 
terminates there; as a Circle, whereſoever it begins, there 


it ends, fetch it never ſo far a Compaſs. Paul was a Moralilt 
of no Ordinary ſize, his often quoting ir, ſhews the Eſteem 
he once had of it : But, when it pleaſed God to reveal his 
Son in him, (q), he counts it all but dung (r); which he 
would not have done, had the new Greature ſprung out of 
the Old: But, thus far he was, when he knew better Things, 
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diation of Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt's Operations, muſt all 
hang and move; yea, be fruſtrate too, and come to nothing; 
except the Reaſon of Man will dethrone it ſelf, and ſubmit 
to that which it reckons Fooliſhneſs. Godline/s is a Myſtery 
(n), and a great one, (it's a Spiritual Mylitery 3) which it 
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So A Praftical Diſcourſe 
from his former fondneſs, and ſo ſhall we. Think not. 
therefore, to find in your {elves the Materials of Goſpel hg. 
lineſs, or to raiſe them out of the Duſt of your natural Eg. 
dowments: Which, tho of good Uſe in their Place, wil 
not bear of the right Kind (), till Headed by the ingraſted 
Word (t). He that thinks to draw ſaving Graces out . na. 
tural Principles, does but ſpin out his Bowels to die in his 
own Web. 

2. You may not think to obtain ſpecial Grace, upon your 
improvement of that which is Common : He that does, 
builds on a wrong Foundation, and is yet under a Covenant 
of Works; under which no Man was ever ſaved, or ſhall be 
(#). This was the Caſe with thoſe who followed after the 
Law of Righteouſneſs, and did not attain to it : What was it 
that hindered ? They ſought it - it were) by the Works of the 
Law (x) : And yet the Gentiles, who {ou ht it not, attain'd 
it (). Where note (by the Way) that thoſe who do not at all 
ſeek after Righteouſneſs and Life, are as likely to ſpeed, as 
thoſe who ſeek it unduly ; that is, by Works of their own. 
In vain is Salvation looked for from the Hills of Natural 
Freedom, Free-Will-Grace, Humane Improvements, or 
whatever elſe is of higheſt Eſteem with Men: None in ſuch 
Danger of being broke off (that is, of loſing That they pro- 
feſs and ſeem to have) as Thoſe who are High- minded, who 
ſtand on their Terms, and will not yield without taking 
their Baggage with them: It was the very ſame with thoſe 


. 
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Carnal Fews, We have Abraham to our Father; Were never 


in Bondage to any Man 850 And, are We alſo Blind (a)? 
If thy Carnal Heart hath been hankering that Way, and is 
now brought oft, Bleſs the Lord for it; remember theDanger 


thou haſt eſcap'd, and come no more There: And bear in 


thy Heart, as a Frontlet between thine Eyes, hat good Word 
recorded in Jeremy, which ſhews the Danger of making 
Fleſh thine Arm, and the Bleſſedneſs of Truſteng only in the 

LORD (6). And this, I verily think, is the Cauſe that 
| ſome, who have made a fair Profeſſion, do fall off and wr 
ther ; they make the Promiſes of Grace Conditional, and the 
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- (s) Mat. 12. 33. (t) Jam. 1. 21. Cu) Gal. 3. 10. (x) Rom. 
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Tficacy of them to depend upon their Free- Will's diſpoſe, 
and treat them accordingly. Such Faith is but of Humane 
Extract; it is of Mey, and therefore it comes to nought ; 
whereas i it were of God, it could net be overthrown (c). 
z. The Humane Wiſdom is no competent Judge in this 
Matter. Ye may as well try Metals on a Brick-bat, or judge 
of Colours by Moon-light, as of Spiritual Things by Natural 
Reaſon ; they are above it, tho? not contrary to it: Nor 
will the Clearneſs of Light withour, help in this Caſe z high- 
noon and Midnight. are both alike to one that was born 
blind ; the light of the Sun, if ſevenfold, would but more 
dazle the fight that is not adapted for it. Divine Things are 
not viſible but,by an Organ ſuitably diſpos'd ; in the Want 
of which, the Scripture it ſelf is too oft perverted; and the 
Letter of it ſet up to obliterate its Meaning. The very Diſ. 
ciples of Chriſt knew not the Scriptures, but as He epened 
their Underſtanding (d), and ſhone into it : And enabled by 
this, they looked upon and handled the Word of Life as 
ſuch (e); they beheld his Glory, the Glory as of the ouly begot- 
ten Son of the Father. (f ) ; when at the {ame time, the 
Learned Scribes, with all their Moral and Literal Endow- 
ments, ſaw no ſuch Thing; but counted Him a Deceiver, 
and one Poſſeſt (g). The Things of Gd knoweth no Man, but 
the Spirit of God, and He to whom the Spirit will Reveal 
them; But, the | Natural] Man (while ſuch) receiveth not 
the Things of the Spirit (HJ. They are | Fooliſhneſs | to him (i): 
Neither 4 he know them, becauſe they are | Spirtually} dif- 
cern d, and not otherwiſe. But, he that is Spiritual (endued 
with Power from on High (), Judgeth all Things; yet he 
himſelf is Judged of no Man (1 No Unſpiritual Man un- 
derſtands him, nor his Principles; it's a neu Name which no 
Man knows but he that hath it (m). Hence they are called 
n v4 Notions; and what will this Babler ſay ? when 
He preached Jeſus, and the Reſurrection of the Dead (n). And 
for this Cauſe, the Apoſtle ſtill prays for thoſe he writes un- 
to, That God would give them the Spirit of Miſdum and Re- 


(e) Ads 5. 38. (d) 1 Jobn 5. 20, with Fohn 20. 9. and Luke 
24. 45. (e) 1 Jobn 1. 1. (f) John 1. 14. (g!) Fobn 7. 12, 20. 
Ch, 10. 20. (h]) 1 Cor. 2. 14. (i) 1 Cor. 1. 8, 19. and Hab. 1.5. 
G ** 24. 49. (I) 1 Cor. 2. 15. (m) Rev. 3. 17. (n) Ads 
r RIG 2 5 —— ' 


* 


232 A Practical Diſcourſe 

welation, and enlighten the Eyes of their Underſtanding (0); 
(Where note, that one of the great "Things they were to 
diſcern, was, The Exceeding Greatneſs of the Divine Pi 
forth in them that believe (p) ; And, that % ) might a. 


ound in Knowledge, aud in al Judgment Yar this, that 7% 
Things 


might approve Things that are excel/ent (q) ; (or try 
that ditter, as the Margin hath it.) So, for the (C; 
He ceaſed not to Pray for them, that they might be filled with 
the Knowledge of his Mil, in all il logs and | Spiritual) Up. 
derſtauding ). Which Scriptures plainly import, that chere 
is not in every Man this Knowledge; nog yet enough in the 
beſt - For, why ſhould he pray ſo ſolemnly for that which is 
Common, or ealily attain'd ? So then, Mſdom is the Princi. 


pal Thing (5), and it muſt be Wiſdom trom Above (zur 


out which the Mind is not good, nor capable of rig t Judg- 
ment, however garniſhed with Humane Habiliments ? But, 
endued with this, thole other will be ſerviceable Handmaids; 
if the Eye be ſingle, the whole Body ſhall be full of Light. 
IT hoſe leer Lights are yet of Uſe, and may ſerve to Rule 

the Night, (which they were made for) but when the Day: 
{tar is up, they vanifh ; then thoſe Wild Beaſts of Humane 
Abilities, lie down in their Dens, and Man goes forth to his 
Work (4), with another kind of Skill and Power than ever 
he had before, and with better Sueceſs. Therefore get I. 
dom, and with all thy getting, yet Underſganding (x) : It's a 
Well-ſpring of Life to him that hath it (y) The Image of 


God and Eternal Life begin here (S8). The firſt ſtep to- 


wards it, is your Senſe of its want; He that thinks he knows 
any thing, knows nothing yet as he ought to know (a). The more 


ye know in Truth, the deeper Senſe ſhall ye have of your 


ſcanty Attainments. He that will be iſe, let hm become a 
Poll (in his own fight) that he may be Wiſe ((). Whom 
God will teach Know/edge, and make to underſtand Doctrine 
He wean 15 the Milk, and draws from the Breaſts (o), of 
their Mother Wit and Carnal Underſtanding, Your next 
ſtep is, to ſeek Wildom where 'tis to he had, wiz. at the 
Fountain-head, the Father of Lights (d). He that thinks to 


—— . 


(o) Eb. 1. 17, 18. (Cp) Fer. 19. (q) Phil. n. H, 10. (r) Col, 
1. 9. (s) Prov. 4 7. (t) Fam. 3.17, (u) Pſ. 104. 22. (J) 
Prov. 4. 7. (Y) Prov. 16. 22. (2) Joh 19. 3. Col. 3. 10, (4) 
r. . 3. i. 3. 16. (eL. 28. 9. 0 1.5 
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be laid to any among us, 
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obtain of himſelf (a Phraſe too much in uſe with ſome) 
es to a wrong Door; and is but as likely to ſneed, as a 
Beggar that asketh an Alms of himſelf: And hence it is, that 
in ſo many Seekers, there are ſo few that find. When Solo- 
non, from a ſenſe of his Childhood in Knowledge, ſought 
Wiſdom of God, he obtain'd it 3 when of himſelf, tho' bet- 
ter ſtock'd than before, he fail'd ; 7 ſaid will be Wiſe, but 
it was far from me (e) He ſeem'd (at this turn) to be of the 
Free-Will Perſwaſion, and he ſped accordingly. He therefore 
puts upon this courſe a mark of Ignominy z He that truſteth 
to his own Heart is a Fool ( ). LI heartily wiſh it may not 
hy Wiſdom and thy Knowledge, it 
hath perverted thee (g). And having once got this Spiritual 
Faculty, preſerve it like Fire upon the Altar, let it never go 
out (H) e And for your growth in it, live up to what you 
know He that will do his Mi, [ball know of his Doctrine (i). 
Iafer. V. If the Divine Power be ſo abſolutely Neceſlary; 
then reſt not on Means or Miniſtry, tho' the beſt; Uſe them 
as Means, but ſtill have your Eye towards that Power and 
Grace which alone can make them Effectual. Elia ſmote 


the Waters with E/ijah's Mantle; but, it was ed . 
Way 


Elijah that parted them hither and thither, to make a Wa 
over (e). Men rolled the Stone from Lazarus his Grave; 
but [ Chriſt] was he who brought Lazarus forth (1) : So, the 
Miniſter Preaches Chriſt ; but tis God only that gives an 
Underſtanding to know him. Our Buſineſs is, to mind our 
Duty, and to have our Faith in God, as the principal Part 
of it: For, he it is, who is both the Maker of our Plaiſter, 
and the Layer of it on; whoalſo doth intiuence and manage it. 
for us, from firſt to laſt; he is both Author and Finiber (nt); 
is God that worketh all in all (n). 
later. VI. In looking over the ſeveral Parts of this great 
Work, and Parties concern'd about ir, let not the Grace of 
_ Chriſt be over-looked ; nor let it be lightly conſidered, 
how little (indeed leſs than nothing) you or I have done to 
mduce or help it on. See how manifeſtly our Lord and Re- 
deemer approves himſelf the good Shepherd : He is not ſa- 
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(e) Fccleſ. 9. 23. (f) Prov. a8. 26. (g) Iſa. 47 10. (h) 
Lev, 6. 13. (i) John 7. 17. 2 Pet. 1. 5 S8. (xk) 2 King. 2. 14. 
(1) Foln 11. 41, to 44. (m) Heb. 12. 2. (n) 1 Cor. 1% 6 
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tisfied to ſend his Servants, but he goes himſelf, and ſuch is 


his Care and Love to our Souls, that he leaves no place yn. 
ſearch'd; ranges the Briars and Thickets; baulks neither 
Mountains nor Valleys; no, not the Valley of the ſhadow of 
Death; nay, he knows, that there he's moſt likely to meet 


them, and Reſts him not until he has found. He doth, u 


it were, forget the Ninety and Nine of his very Sheep, that 
are already brought in, (yet ſo, as not to leave them with- 


out a good Guardian;) and all to fetch in a Stragler: Which 
having found, be doth not yet think it found, till he have 
it at home in the Fold. It is not enough with him, to move, 


argue, perſwade, threaten; and if they will not comply, let 
them take their Courſe, and feed on the fruit of their doings: 
His Mercies are not like our Free-Will Mercies to ourſelves 


To ſee them but deeper plunged by all he hath done for 
them, would not be to ſee of the Travel of his Soul and be] 


ſatisfied.” But, if all this will not do, (and he knows it will 
not) he apprehends his loſt Sheep, (as he did Manaſſeh and 
Paul, or as an Officer does a Fugitive) lays it on his Shoulders 


and brings it home; which plainly ſhews the Sheep'sAverſe- 
neſs to return: For; if it would either lead or drive, the 


Shepherd would not trouble himſelf to bear it on his Back. 
O that the Love and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt might have it 
Weight on our Hearts, to love him highly, and our ſelves 
only for his ſake , who ſaves us, at firſt; againſt our Will, 


in ſaving us from our Self- will dneſs; and ſo, making us 
willing to be ſaved indeed! 


Infer. VII. If all that pertains to Salvation, be given in 


Right of Election; then let every Soul that ſeeks for {piri- 


tual Gifts, and would be ſure to ſpeed, apply himſelf to El- 
ting Love; and let all your Thankfulneſs for all that you 
have, or hope for, be referr'd to that Love: For, That is the 
h they are hewen, the Fountain and Spring 
from whence they proceed. See the Bounty and Noblenel 
of it | Electing Love not only provides your Home, but ſends 
you N and Proviſion for the Way: Regard not yur 
Stuff ; whatever you have of hour own, be it good, or beit 
bad; For, the good of all the Land is yours, Make mention 
of nothing that is properly thine, except the Greatneſs of tl 
fins, as David (0); The Power of Indwelling Corruption, 
eee e ISL : 


$ (o) Pſal. 25. 1, 
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5 Paul (p) thy inability to ſerve him, as Joſhua and Jeremy 
(a); That without Faith thou canſt not pleaſe, God, nor 
give Glory to him; that without holineſs thou canſt not 
ſhew forth his Virtues, nor anſwer the End for which he 
hath choſen thee: And finally, that thou canſt be ſancti- 
fed by that Will only, which wills thy Sanctification (7). 
When Moſes would prevail for the Gracious Preſence of 

Cod with that People, what does he plead for it? Remember 

Wl (fays he) this Nation is thy People; and wherein ſhall it be 

WW known, that I and thy People have found Grace in thy Sight ? 

bit not in this, that thou goeſt with us (s) ? Here you ſee, he 

MW makes God's Preſence with them, an Evidence of his having 

Chen them; and from his chuſing them, he draws an Ar- 

:W 2ument why he ſhould be with them. Moſes durſt not ſay, 

rl © They are a People that keep thy Commands; They are Perſons 

a very honeſt, ingenuous Diſpofition (as ſome ſpeak) ; A 

1 © rattable Sort of Men, that have complied with Thee, and 

(YN © better improv'd thy Favours than their Neighbours have done; 

therefore own them, and go with them: No, but Confi- 

der, I pray thee, that they are thy People; thou haſt choſen them 
above all People (t) ; and therefore deal with them above the 

Rate of thy dealing with other Ten. 

In like Manner, having receiv'd any ſpecial Favour from 

God, ſacrifice not to your better Deſervings; but as Daniel, 

who, tho? a Man of ſingular Wiſdom, yet ſays he, This Secret 

is uot revealed tome, for any Wiſdom that 1 have more thau 

am living (u). Thus alſo we find David deporting himſelf, 

when Nathan brought him that gracious Meſſage from God, 
how great things he would do for him and for his Houſe 
what does David put it upon? Thou Lord God knoweſt thy 

Servant ; 1.e. Thou knowelt that I have done nothing which 


ne might move thee to this munificent Bounty: But, for th i 
0 Mord's ſake, and according to thine own heart, thou haſt done 
: 


all theſe Great things (x) : This is the Voice of the Man 
after God's own Heart. EIT — 

Again, Suppoſe you have done any ſignal Service for God; 
retire into Self-abaſement, and magnifie God that he was 


ts. ð i EET CE BITS IC TAG Mi 
8 (p) Rom. 7, (q) Foſh. 24. 19. Fer. 1 6. (r) Heb. 10. 10. | 
(s) Exod. 33. 13, 16. (t) Deut. 10. 15. (u) Dan, 2. 30. | 


(X) 2 Sam. 7. 20, 21 
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pleaſed to vouchſafe you that Honour. Thus alſo did Dar; 
when ſeting his Affection to the Houſe of God, he had gz. 
thered that huge incredible Maſs of Treaſure for the building 
of it: He wonders not ſo much at his having gotten it 
(tho? that might well be wondred at;) as that he had an 
Heart ſo freely to Devote it to that ſacred Uſe, Mo am ! 
(ſays he) and what is my People, that we ſhould be able to offer 
thus willingly ? for all things are of thee ()). He acknoy:- 
ledgeth their Millingneſs to offer, to be as much of God, a 
the Offering it 0 And Paul having laboured more abun- 
dantly than all the Apoſtles, puts from himſelf the Honour 
of it; Not I, but the Grace of God that was with me (x). 
Three or Four Things, in ſeeking for ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
be ſure to keep {till in your Mind, — 
I. That you muſt be nothing in your ſelf, New Wine is 
not for Old Bottles; the Bottles muſt firſt be undone, and 
made up anew; or elſe the Wine will be ſpilt, and the Bot- 
tles periſh (a). All your imaginaryiRighteouſneſs, Wiſdom, 
Strength, Cc. mult be parted from you; and *tis as neceſſa- 
ry as to leave your Made Ground to build on the firm Rock. 
2. That ſpiritual Bleſſings are a Gift, and will not admit 
of any Plea which may ſeem to make them Wages. Lazarus 
loved 8 yet would not his Siſters uſe that as their Ar- 
gument; but, Lord, he whom Thon] loveſt is Sick (O). What 
the Scripture holds forth as a Motive with God, That you 
may plead, and that's his Name : And indeed, nothing elſe 
is pleadable at the Throne of Grace. Eſteem not your ſelf 
the better for what you may carry with you : Think not to 
be accepted becauſe of your Preſent ; it is not your Money (ch 
nor your double Money in your Hand, that will fetch you 
Corn from Above, tho? it may from Egypt : Silver and Gold, 
your own Works and Worthineſs, are of no Value at the 
Mint of Free-Grace but there it is, and thence ye mult have 
whatever may render you welcome at the Court of Heaven. 
3. Be not over ſolicitous how you ſhall ſpeed ; for think 
you ſhall fare the worſe for coming in ſo tatter'd and pitiful 
a Condition, Free-Grace is Compaſſionate, rich, bountiful: 
You are not the leſs welcome becauſe you bring Nothing: 
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(y) 1 Chr. 29, 14. (z) 1 Cor. 15. 10. 
(b) Fubn II. 3. le) Jſa. 55. I, Jobn 7. 37. 


(a) Manb. 9. 11, 
The 
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The beſt Qualification is to find your {elf ill-qualified, emp- 
ty, hungry, poor, naked, blind, miſerable. Electing Love 
hath provided enough, and more: Not Bread and Water on- 
ly (tho' theſe are very welcome to an hungry and thirſty 
Soul ;) but Vine and Mill, Vine on the Lees a Feaſt of fat 
things (d); Not Aprons made of Fig-leaves or Coats of Beaſts- 
skins ; but long Ri bes of Linnen, fine and white (e); not Mo- 
ney made of Leather, or baſe Metal, that would burthen one 
to carry a Month's Proviſion of it; but Gold, and of that 
the fineſt, and tryed in the Fire (f); which hath nothing of 
Droſs or Cankering Ruſt adhering to it. And if thou have 
but little, look on that little as an Earneſt of more; to him 
that hath ſhall be given: Altho' thou be but ſmoaking flax, he 
will not quench thee (g. But to make ſurethis Important works 
4. Be ſure you leave not out your Mediator, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Electing Love doth all in him, and ſo muſt you: 
Ask all in his Name, and then ſay, Lord, he is worthy for 
whoſe Jake thou ſhouldeſt do this. And withal, take heed of 
Patching ; join not Law and Grace together, leſt the Rent 
be made worſe: The Righteouſneſs wherein you mult appear 
before God, is not made up of divers ſorts and pieces, part- 
ly his and partly your own; but a ſeamleſs Veſture, wrought 
throughout of one kind of ſubſtance, and by one hand: 
In this you may approach with boldneſs, and touch the top 
of the golden dcepter. 8 N 
Inf. VIII. Having ſo firm and impregnable a Rock to 
Found your Faith upon; why ſhould the greateſt of Difi- 
culties, even the Power of inbred Corruption, diſcourage any 
Soul from caſting it ſelf upon Electing Love; as that which 
is perfectly able, and the very Deſign of it is, to 2 Ini- 
quity, as well as AER it? It choſe us, not becauſe we 
were, or would be Holy, but that we might be ſo (H): And to 
that End, undertakes the whole of our Work for us. It is be- 
tween us and Sin, as it was between Iſrael and the Canaanitesz 
until the Lord began to drive they did not ſtir; they were 
Giants, too big for Graſhoppers to deal with; had Iron 
Chariots, and Cities walled up to Heaven; and yet that 
Company of Graſhoppers turn'd them out; and this, be- 
cauſe the Lord who gave them that Land, was in the Head 


(d) Iſa. 25. 6. (e) Rev. 19. 8. (f) Rev. 3. 18. (20 Iſa. 42 3. 
(h) Eph, 1. 4. 8 . 8 
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of them; he went before them, and cut out their Way for 
them: While he drove, they were driven; when he ceaſed 
the Work ſtood {till (i); nay, his own People were routed 
and put to the worſe (HJ. And we ſhall find both Mofes and 
Joſhua ſtill uſing Arguments fetch'd from the Covenant that 
God had made with them, by which always they were ſup- 
ported. Let us do likewiſe, make Election our A; our 
Bread, Water, Munition of Rocks, and whatever elſe we can 
ſuppoſe to want: Here we are ſure of Supply and Safety ; 
it's a Tower that's really walled up to Heaven; a never to 


be emptied Cloud of Manna, and a Jacob's Well that's never 


dry : "Tis deep indeed, and you have nothing (of your own) 


to draw with; yet be not diſheartned ; ſtay by it, and the 


Well it {elf ſhall riſe up to you ()), rather than you ſhall 
want. 1 . 
Inſer. IX. Having done all you can, and in the midſt of 
your doing, walk humbly, as living on another's Bounty. 
Aſſume not to your ſelf, but aſcribe the whole of your Sal 
vation, and of all the Conducements thereto, to Electing 


Grace, and hang on that Root alone: Even Faith it ſelf, as 
it is the Believers Act, is not to be reſted in, nor to ſhare in 
this Glory. We may ſay of Faith, as he to Felix, whom 
Caæſar let over them, by thee we enjoy much quietneſs, but the 


Honour chietly belong'd to 1 who gave them that Go. 
yernour. Give unto Faith its due; accept always, and in all 
laces, the Benefits you have by it, with all thankfulneſs ( 
For, it does you many good Offices, and you cannot indeed 
live without it, only in the Throne, let Grace be above it; 
For, That's the Potentate which puts Faith in that Capaci- 
ty, and maintains it there; and the truth is, true Faith 1s 
beſt pleasd with its own place. To this end the Lord tells 
his People, it was not their Sword, nor their Bow, that 
drove out their Enemies: But, ſay ſome, it was the Sword 
and Bow which God put into their Hands, and which they 
manfully employ'd : No, God will not have Men arrogate 
ſo much to themſelves; but to acknowledge, it is God that 


ſabdues our Enemies under us (n). The People with Gideon 


he reckons too many to give the Midianites into their hands; 
hy? leſt they ſhould vaunt themſelves againſt him (0). 


i) Hal. 44. 2, 3. Exod. 23 28. (K) Joſh. 7: 4. (1) Namb. 21 
17. (m) Ads 24. 2, 3. (n) Pſal. 60. 12. (o) Judg. 7. . 5 U 
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Faith, and other Graces, are mighty only through God: As 
they are his VHormanſbip, ſo tis he only can keep them go< 
ing, (as a Watch or other Engine cannot wind up it ſelf.) 
To r Motion, no Man hath ever attain'd ; 
no, not in trifling Matters. As khou hadſt no hand in 
changing thy Heart at firſt, ſo neither, of thy ſelf, in car- 
rying on the Work afterwards: All eur ' dulfigiency, is 
of God, even all the Qrivinay af, the Saints are ts 
cording to the workings of God in them (p). A good Free 
will bring forth good Fruit; but not without Sun, Air, 
Dew, and other Heayenly Influences, for if ſeparate from 
theſe, the Tree it ſelf will die: Sp, without a contiual 
munication of Virtue from above (%, the new Creature c 
rether Act nor Loa. | Depend therefore on thar Rydica 
Grace (i.e, on the God of all Gra 51 Preſervi g and Ac- 
tuating the Grace he hath given you: Reſt not in this, 
That you know God; but rather, that you are known of 
By this (I hope) the Propoſition is made evident, with 
ſomething of its U ſefulneſs, via. That whatever things are 
requiſite to Salvation, are freely given of God, to all the 
Elect, and wroug ht. in them Etfectually by his Divine Pow- 
er, as a part of that Salvation to which t ney are appointed; 
and are all contained in the Decree of Election. And Ican- 
not but reckon it one (and that a principal Part) of thoſe 
Works of God that ſtand for ever; and is ſo perfect, that 
nothing can be taken from it, nor any thing added to it; 
and is a good Introduction into, yea, and Argument for, 
the final Perſeverance of Believe. 5 
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(p) Coloſ. 1. 29, 9 Cant 4. 16. 


24 QF 


| * 240 6 A Practical Diſcourſe 


frame and model the Mets, as not to miſs their Intent 8 
„„ 5 Much 
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Of PERSEVERANCE; 
„ OR, 
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The Invincible Progreſs of BxLIxE- 


| ves in Faith and Holineſs, 


OR the firmer Support and Comfort of his People, 


: 'F & (notwithſtanding the preſent weakneſs of their 


Faith, and daily Infirmities of the Fleſh,) As alſo, 


©6: to allure and bring in Others, who are hankering 


about the Door, or yet in the High-ways and Hedges, it 


hath pleaſed the Holy and only Wiſe God, to indulge us 


with plain and poſitive Aſſuranceof the certainContinuance 


and going on, of all who have once believed and received the 


| Grace of God in truth, Albeit that many concern d in this 
| Aflurance, attain not to it. That Faith and Holineſs do in- 


ſeparably follow Election, is ſhewn before: Our buſineſs 


now is to ſhew, that Faith and Holineſs are of an abiding 


Nature, and ſhall never be loſt: And this is that we call 
PERSEVERANCE, which being the Crown and Glory of 
all the former Points, and that which ſecures to us the Com- 


forts ariſing thence, being alſo as much impugned as any of 


Thoſe, the Proof and Confirmation thereof is apparently 


Nerxeſlary, and tending to Profrt. And I truſt, jt ſhall not 
only appear, that the Doctrine is True, but alſo repleat with 
Arguments promotive of Holineſs, by which the come? 
Opinion will beſt be contradicted : For, ſo it is, in the Wil- 


dom of God, that every Truth has that in it, which pro- 
perly tends to its own Defence and Eſtabliſhment. It's the 
Property of Men truly wiſe, to enterprize only attainable 
Things, and Things worthy their Wiſdom, as alſo, lo to 
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Much more muſt it become, and be incumbent upon him 
who is Wiſdom itſelf, ſo to do. If then the ultimate End 
of all Things is the Glory of God; and the ſecond Great 
End, the Salvation of his Choſen; it may well be concluded, 
that the propereſt Means for Attainment are pitch'd upon; 
and thoſe, ſuch as will compaſs his End. Hence alſo we may 
be ſatisfied, that all intermediate Occurrences (however im- 
proper in their own Nature, and caſual to us) were all fore- 
appointed of God, and that by a Decree molt wiſe and fix- 
ed; and conſequently are, and ſhall be, fo r 
over-ruled, as not to hinder, but help on, and bring about, 
the thing principally defign'd ; which therefore ſhall not 
(cannot) miſcarry, nor be finally defeated. However, there- 
fore, Men of corrupt Minds may ſtumble at the Word, change 
the Truth of God into a Lye, and turn his Grace into Laſci- 
viouſneſs; and ſome others, not of Deſign, but by Miſtake, 
and Unacquaintedneſs with the true State of the Queſtion, 
may diſapprove and object againſt it: Yet may not the Truth 
be diſcarded, nor its Friends ſhy to own it; but ſtrive the 
more induſtriouſly, by their Sobriety, Meekneſs, Holineſs, 
and all good Fruits, to make the World know, that to the 
Pure all things are pure; While to other Men (thro' the Im- 
purity of their own Spirits) all things are dehled and turned 
into din; and in particular, that the Doctrine of God's un- 
changeable Love to his Choſen, and their endleſs abiding 
therein, is no Way an Inlet or Encouragement to Sin, or 
Remiſneſs in Duty ; but the moſt powerful Strengthener 
againſt Apoſtacy, and molt eflectual Quickener to Golpel- 
Obedience. TO RO TRE FINS 
” ok Subſtance of what I intend lies in this Propoſition : 

1%, 


That all and every one of God's Elec, being once Regenerate 
and Believing, are and jhall be invincbly carried on, ts 


the perfect Obtainment of Blefſedneſs and Glory. 


Towards the Evidencing of this Truth: FH 

I. Let us take in Things of a lower Conſideration than 
that of eternal Salvation, and obſerve how thoſe Perſons, 
formerly inſlanced, being deſtined of God to eminent Set- 
Vice in the World, were carried thorow, and that com- 
pleatly, to the End of their Work; notwithſtanding the 

: greateſt 
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zreateſt of Difficulties and natural Impoſſibilities, Which 
ſod in the Way to obſttuQ it: By which will appear the 
certain Effect of God's Purpoſes ; and will contribute not a 
little to illuſtrate the Point in Hanßcg 
1. I begin with A aham's Seed. In Gen. 12. 7. the Land 
of Canaan is given them by Promiſe : Iſaac, in whom this 
Seed ſhould be called, was not yet born; nor yet, until both 
his Parents were palt Age (a). 'To help this, the Lord 
brings back the Sun many Degrees; makes it a new Sprin 
Tine with them, and gives them Iſaac (b). When Iſa: 
was married, his Wife proves Barren: After Twenty Year 
waiting, the Lord (in Anſwer to Prayer) gives her Con- 
ception (c). Now, twe Children they had; the Elder of 
which the Lord rejects (d), and the other, to whom the 
Promiſe belong'd, in Danger every Day to be kill'd by his 
Brother, and ſo the Line of the Promiſe in Danger of fail- 
ing (e). a to ſave his Life, flies to Padan-Aram (J) 
There Laban deals hardly with him (g); and when he made 
homewards, follows him with evil Intent : But the Lordin 
a Dream takes him oft (). No ſooner is he eſcap'd from 
him, but Eſau comes againſt him with four hundred Men, 
full bent to revenge the old Grudge (i): The Lord turns 
his Heart in a Moment, and melts him into Brotherly Af 
feftion ; that inſtead of deſtroying Jacob, he profers himſelt 
to be his Guard and Convoy (O. When Simeon and Levi 
had ſo highly provoked the Canaanites, that it was a Thow 
ſand to One but they would come and cut oft Jacob's Fami- 
ly at once (/), the Lord cauſes a Terrour to fall upon them, 
het they do not ſo much as look after them (. When a 
| ſeven Years Famine was coming on the Land, (likely enough 
to eat up poor Jace and his Houſe) the Lord by a ſtrange 
Providence ſends à Harbinger to make Proviſion for them 
in Foypt (n). When oppreſſed by the Egyptians, and al 
Means uſed to deſtroy them, and that both with Craft and 
_ Cruelty, the Lord fo orders the Matter, that the more the) 
were oppreſſed, the faſter they grew (o); and by an high 
Hand brings them out at laſt. In the Wilderneſs, they car: 


5-53" +3 a. 3 — „% ww td 023A; %. ca w4S 


(a) Gen, 18. 11. (b) Ch. 21, 2. (c) Ch. 25. 21. (d) Ver. 2}; 
(e) Ch. 27. 41. (f) Ch. 28 2. (g) Ch. 31. 41. (h) Fer. 23, 24 
(1) &. 32. 6. (k) Ch. 33. 4,12. (1) Ch. 34. 26. (m) Ch. 35: 5 
(1) CA 37 28, with Ch, 41. 54. (o) Exod, 1. 12 
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« themſelves as unworthily towards God, as ever People 
dds doing all that in them lay to cut oft the Intail of that 
5vod Land, by their Unbelief, and daily repeated Rebelli- 
ons; inſomuch that the Lord threatens to diſpoſſeſs them: 
But, for his Promiſe fake made with Abraham, withdraws 
dis Hand, and ſpares them. I might inſtance alſo the great 
ctreights and Dangers they were in at the Red-Sea, which 
the Lord divided for them : Afterwards for want of Water, 
which he brings them out of a Rock: Then for Bread, which 
alſo he gives them from Heaven: How they were denied 
Paſlage by ſome, and Way-laid by others; and yet carried 
on and delivered ; And at laſt, how the Lord drove out 
thole Giants, whom they deſpair'd of Overcoming; and fo 
zve them the Land in Poſſeſſion, according to his Promiſe 
Fundreds of Years before: There 775 — not ought 4 any good 
thing the Lord had promiſed : It all came to paſs (p EY 
2. Jiſeph. Little Joſeph is one the Lord will honour ; 
which in ſeveral Dreams he intimates to him (9g) : His Bre- 
thren therefore hate him; and to fruſtrate his Dreams, 
(which ſignified their Subjection to him) they conſpire to 
kill him (r): And how ſhall Joſeph eſcape ? They are Ten 
to One, and he the leaſt, Reuben, who being the Eldeſt, 
was moſt concern'd, in Point of Honour, to hinder J s 
Advancement: He {hall relent at the very Motion of ma- 
king him away; and, out of Reſpe& to his Father, ſhall 
deliver him (). Well, tho' they will not preſently kill him, 
they'll caſt him into a Pit, where, in all Likelihood, he mult 
periſh : But, in the good Providence of God, the Ihmaelite 
Merchants paſs by in the very Inſtant, &er any wild Beaſt 
ſhall have found him, or his Brethren determin'd worſe 
againſt him (t): To them they ſell him, and by them ke 
is broupht into Egypt, (far enough out of Jacb's Enquiry). 
and fold to the Captain of Pharaoh's Guard, a Perſon likely 
enough to deal roughly with him. But here the Lord owns 
him; and to bring him into Favour, makes all that he doth 
to proſper : Which his Maſter obſerving, puts the Manage- 
ment of all his Eflate into Joſeph's Hands (). Now there's 
fir Hopes of his coming to Honour: But how ſoon is it 
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(p) Joſhua 21. 45. (q) Gex. 37. 7, 9, 11. (r) Fer. 18. 
(Ter 22. x) Ver. 24, 28; (u c 3. 33 % — 
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Inſtant, and take him off (F). If an Foft do encamp againſt 


(z) Ch 41. and Ch. 42. 6. and Ch. 50 18. (a) 1 Sam. 16. 12 
23. 18. (f) Ver, 26, 27. 


daſh'd! Joſeph being a goodly Perſon, his laſcivious Mi 
tempts him to Folly ; which the Fear of God Pn nk 
from, ſhe milreports him to his Maſter, charging her own 
Wickedneſs upon him. Hereby Potiphar's Favour is loſt | 
and Joſeph caſt into Priſon, and laid in Irons (x). Now al 
Hopes of Preferment are gone, and what will become of 
his Dreams? Yet till the Counſel of the Lord, that {hal 
ſtand ; and this Downfal of Foſeph ſhall prove another Step 
to his Riſing: And to make Way for it, two of Pharaoh; 
Servants ſhall fall under their Lord's Diſpleaſure, be put in 
Priſon, and committed to Joſeph's keeping: Here they ſhall | 
Dream, Joſeph ſhall Interpret, and the Event ſhall anſwer it. 
Now the Day begins again to dawn upon Fo/eph, and by the 
chief Butler's Reſtorement, ſome Hopes of his Inlargement: 
But this again is ſoon overcaſt; for the Butler forgat him (): 


| Notwithſtanding all which, the Providences of God do {till 


urſue his Decree, and ceaſe not till Joſeph is Lord over 
Egypt, and his Brethren bow down before him (2). 
3. David. God promiſeth David to give him the King: 


dom, and anoints him to it (a). What, notwithſtanding 


all poſſible Interveniencies? Yes, for the P:omife is abſolute; 
Hath the Lord ſaid it, and ſhall he not do it? If therefore 
Saul caſt a Javelin at him (unſuſpected) to nail him to the 
Wall; a Sharpneſs of Eye, and Agility of Body, ſhall be 
given him to diſcern and avoid it 30 If he determine 
Evil againſt him, Jonathan ſhall advertiſe him of it (c 
If he ſend Meſſengers to Naioth to apprehend him; they 


ſhall forget their Errand, and fall a Prophecying: And if 
he ſend others, and others after them, they ſhall do likewiſe; 


yea, Saul himſelf ſhall turn Prophet for a Day and a Night 


together, that David may have time to eſcape (d). If he 


be in a City that will betray him, and not a Friend among 


them to adviſe him of it, the Lord himſelf will be his In- 


telligencer, and ſend him out (e). If Saul's Army have 
incompaſs'd him, and no way left to eſcape 3 the Phliſtines 
ſhall invade the Land, and Tidmgs fhall come in the very 


* Gen, 37. 7,9, 17, 20. Pſalm 105. 18. (y) Ch, 40. 23. 
(b) Ch. 18. 11. (c) Ch. 19. 7, (d) ber. 20, —24. (e) G. 


kin, 


6 , bel] mt be afraid (g): Why ſo? The Lord had made 
an Abſolute Promiſe; and therefore, if no help on Earth, 


wavering at times, and the weakneſs of his Faith, ſhall not 
kinder it; and the Reaſon of all was this, the Lord took him 
1 be Ruler over his People, and therefore he was with him 
whereſoever he went (i). | 

4 N A Child ſhall be Born in the Houſe of David, 
fab by name, who ſhall offer the Bones of Jeroboam's 
Prieſts upon his Altar (Ex). If, therefore, Athaliah deter- 
mine to deſtroy all the deed-Royal, Joa ſhall be ſtol'n from 
among the reſt, and reſerv'd (1); and by him David's line 
ſhall be continued: And Hezekiah, tho' ſick unto Death, 
be ſhall not die, but be healed, as it were, by a Miracle; 
and fifteen Years added to his Life, rather than Manaſſeh, 
who muſt be Joſiah's Grandfather ſhall be unborn (m). 


ments and Death it ſelt, do attend him in every place. If 
therefore, they lie in wait for him at Damaſcus, and watch 


the Gates Night and Day, to kill him, he fhall be let down 
ruſalem be in an uproar to kill him; the Chief Captain ſhall 


bound themſelves with an Oath, that they will neither Eat 
nor Drink, till they have kill'd him; his Kinſman ſhall hear 
of it, and and by his means the Chief Captain ſhall be his 
Friend again, and grant him a ſufficient Convoy (p); and 


ths attempt ſhall be an Occaſion of ſending him to Rome, 


where his laſt Teſtimony is to be given. If Jews and Gen- 
tiles make an aſſault together, to uſe him deſpitefully, and 
to ſtone him, he ſhall be aware of it, and by fleeing ſave 
ot (9); by which means alſo the Goſpel ſhall be further 
pread. 


(g) Pſal. 27. 3. (h) Pſal. 57. 3. (i) 1 Chron, 17. 7, 8. (k) 1 
Kings 13.2. (1) 2 Kings 17-2, (m) Ch. 20 6. (n) Ads *n 


23—25., (o) 44s 21. 31, 32. (p) Chap. 23. 14,—23. (4) 


Chad. 14.5, 6,7. ( ) 
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1 ſhall ſend from Heaven, and ſave me (h). Yea, Davids 


5. Paul. Faul was a choſen Veſſel, appointed to Preach 
Chriſt to the Gentiles, and at laſt, to bear Witneſs of him 
at Rome. And this muſt be done, altho' Bonds, Impriſon- 


by the Wall in a Basket, and fo eſcape them (u.) If all Fe- 


come with an Army, and reſcue him (o); though no Friend 
to Paul, nor to his Cauſe. If more than forty Men have 


ut, ſuppoſe he be left in their Hands, and they ſo 
far prevail, as to ſtone him, and drag him out of the Ciry 
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(r); then; ſure his Work's at an end: No, all this ſhall not 
hinder, Death it ſelf ſhall not ſeparate Paul from his Work 
It is not his being once Stoned, nor his thrice ſuffering His. 
wrack, nor his being in Deaths often, nor any thing elle, that 
ſhall make void the purpoſe of God for his bearing Witnek 
of Chriſt at Rome, as is abundantly evident by the Stories of 
him, and the Event at laſt. e ee 

Other Inſtances might be produced to the ſame effec. 
but by theſe we may take an Eſtimate of the thing under 
Proof, and rationally infer, that if the Lord be ſo exact and 
punctual in performing his Word, touching theſe leſſer 
things, carrying on his work thro' ſuch a preſs of Natura 
Oppoſitions, much more will he be, in ſecuring and bring- 

ing about the Eternal Welfare of his Choſen, that as he elt 
by his People of old; he bore them upon Eagles Wings (), a. 

bovethe reach of Danger) and kept them as the Apple of his 
Eve, (with all poſlible 44 and Tenderneſs) unti! he had 
brought them to Lane (t); ſo will he carry it towards bis 
Elect, for he values the World but little, {ave with reſpe& 
to them. 1 3 wo 

II. Now for a more direct Proof of the Propoſition : Tho 
two or three Witneſſes might ſuffice to Eſtabliſh it, yet, 
ſince the Scriptures do abound with Teſtimonies for it, (the 
Collection whereof may be very uſeful to us, for the help of 
our Faith in a time of Temptation, as allo, to fortifie our 
Souls againſt the Aſſaults of ſuch as teach final Apoſtacy,) 
J ſhall ſomewhat enlarge in reciting them, with ſome of 
thoſe genuine Deductions that flow from them. In the 
Old Teſtament, are many Petitions and Reſolves made by 
Huly Men, which import the 'I'ruth of this Doctrine, as, 
That the Lord will perſect that which concerns them That 
he will not forſake the work of his own Hands (u): That he 
will guide them by his Counſels, and aſter receive them to Gli 
xy (x), and that, in the mean time, none of their ſteps ſbal 
ſlide (y), and this, becauſe it is God that girds them with 
wn th, and he will make their Way © 50 (2): (with a. 

bundantly more; as alſo in Paul's Epiltles.) In every of 
which is implied a Promiſe of the Thing prayed for, or 
concluded upon : For, without ſuch a Promiſe they could 
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(r) Fer. 19. (5) Exod. 19. 4. (t Pet. 32. 10. (u) Pſa 
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not have done it in Faith, nor juſtly have given them down 
as matter of Inſtruction to others, But, we know, they 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt (a); who 
knowing the deep things of God, what his Decrees were, 
and what was contained in the Promiſe of Eternal Life be- 
fore the Tord (, drew out their Hearts to Believe, and 
formed their Prayers accordingly, © . _ 
But, belides theſe, we have many expreſs Promiſes and 
Affirmations of it. In the tenth of John, our Saviour ſays, 
his Sheep _ never periſh, ver. 28. which is, in effect, their 
Faith ſhall never fail; for, ſafe they cannot be from periſh- 
ing, without the Securement of their Faith. Again, ſpeak- 
ing of the Spirit of - Holineſs which Believers receive from 
him, John 4. 14. He faith expreſly, ¶hoſcever drinketh 
thereof, ſhall never Thirſt : But it ſhall be in him, a Well of 
Water ſpringing up to Everlaſting Life, (then it ſhall not be 
dried up.) Prov. 10. 30. The Kighteous fol never] be re- 
moved, i. e. They ſhall never fall back into their former 
State, and the Reaſon is, becauſe fhe Way of the Lord is 
Strength to the Upright, v. 29. Whether by [the Way of the 
Lord] be meant his H/ay or Manner of dealing with upright 
Perſons, which is, to increaſe their. ſtrength (according to 
Jeb. 17. 9.) Or, of the Genuine Property of God's Ways, 
which is, to attord that Peace and Satisfaction to thoſe 60 
walk in them, that they are daily more habituated and 
connaturalized to them, and eſtranged from all Ways elſe; 
they are both to the purpoſe in hand, Prov. 24. 19. A Jaſt 
Man falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up again; he falls not ſo 
as to lie where he fell; he falleth not into miſchief, as the 
wicked doth ; yea, he rather gets ground by his fall, as ver. 
i A Man of Wiſdom increaſeth ſtrength, from the Senſe of 
his own Weaknels; he is led to Strength Everlaſting, as was 
Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 10. mT | 
Prov. 12. 21. There ſhall no Evil happen to the Juſt, then, 
not the greateſt and worſt of Evils, which is, to depart from 
the Living God So, wv. 3. The Rout of the Rightet usſball not 
be moved his Fruit may ſometimes be blighted, or blown 
ot, and his Branches toſs'd with a Tempeſt; but {till his 
Root is where it was, his Life is hid, and free from all Com- 
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motion, and ſhall therefore renew both his Fruit and Bran. 
ches; he that truſteth in the Lord, ſhall not ceaſe from yieldiny 
Fruit (e). 1 e i. 

Jer. 32. 40. 1 * my Fear in their Hearts, that they 
Hall not depart from Me. This, ſay, ſome, is the Promiſe of 
_ aftording them Means, but not of EtteRtn the End; there. 

fore ſee Chap. 3. 19. Thou ſhalt call me my Father, and | (hal 
not] depart from me : And this, becauſe he worketh Efetty. 

ally in them that believe (d); as at firſt in cauſing them to 
believe, ſo now in maintaining and perfecting their Faith. 

Pfalm 84. 11+ The Lord withholdeth no good thing from then 
that walk uprightly : And if ſo, then continuing to walk up. 
rightly, ſhall not be withheld from them; which Deduction 
is alſo warranted by this; that the . {ball hold on his 

Way, and he that | hath] clean Hands ſhall be ſtronger and 
ſtronger (e); as allo from Prov. 4. 18. The path of the Juſt is 
as the ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more, unto the per. 

feft day. And David further backs it, where from his pre- 
ſent Faith, he concludes his future Progreſs, I have truſted, 
T [hall not ſlide (); and this, becauſe the Lord holdeth his 
Soul in life, and ſuffereth not his feet to be moved, Pſalm 66.9, 
Mark 16. 16. He that Belie veth ſhall be ſaved : And John 

11. 26. Whoſcever liveth and Believeth in me (ſays Chriſt) 

all never Die, i. e. He that once has Faith ſhall never loſe 
it: For to lay, he ſhall keep it, if he do not loſe it, (as ſome 
would give the Senſe) had been a comfortleſs and empty 
Notion, and injudicious way of ſpeaking. This is yet fur- 
ther confirmed by John 5. 24. He that 8 paſſed] 
from Death ta ifs, and i {þ I not | come into Condemmation : 

The Reaſon of which is this, that their Faith is founded on 
a Rock ; which Wind and Waves may beat and break them- 

ſelves againſt ; but never the Rock it ſelf, nor That which is 
built upon it (g). Hee that truſteth in the Lord, is as Mount 
Zion, which | cannot | be removed (h): No, not ſo muchas one 
of the Stakes of that Tabernacle ſhall be removed, and that for 
ever (i): They ſhail not be aſhamed nor confounded, | World 
without Eud, ] Ila. 45. VT +5 I 

It would very much allay that Superlative Cauſe of Re- 


c) Fer. 17. 7, "oy (d) 1 The. 2. 13. (e) Job 17.5 (f) Pal. | 
1 7 * 1 Matth. 7. 25+ (h) IJ al. 125. 1. (i) Ja. 33. 20. 
a Pet. 2. 6. | 6 
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poycing, that our Names are written in Heaven, ] if poſſibly 
they might be blotted out again; ſince we find in our ſelves 
ſo great a proneneſs to Revolt, which every one acquainted 
with his own Heart, muſt acknowledge : But weare ſure, 
Chriſt would not propound to us a fallible Ground of Re- 
joycing ; for, that Kind of dependance, he is evermore cal- 
ing us from. Believers are indeed ſometimes foyl'd, but 
never. overcome : 'Though they fall, and that ſeven times 
in a Day, (as was ſaid) as often do they riſe again : And it's 
no diſparagement to their Leader, (Nay, *tis the Glory of a 
General) to give his Enemy Advantages, and take them a- 
gain at his Pleaſure, to his Enemies greater Confuſion and 
Overthrow. Satan got nothing 40 is Winnowing Peter; 
Peter loſt ſome of his Chatt, which well might be ſpared, 
and the Tempter loſt many an aſter- advantage; For, the 
World of Believers have been the warier ever ſince. To 
this I ſhall only add that of the Holy Apoſtle, in Rom 8. 
He was perſwaded (that is, he was throughly ſwayed in his 
Faith, to believe it for himſelf, and deliver it down to the 
Ages to come, as a Truth Infallible)That neither Height nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ders 970 


the Love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, ver. 38,39 
He reckons up all that can be nam'd; and, leſt any thing 
might have ſlipt him, he brings in Height and Depth; as be- 
ing thoſe two Extreams that take in All, and more than 
Men can think: And then reſolves, that even Theſe ſhall 
not be able to do it. And ſurely, if the Super Celeſtial 
Height of God's Holineſs, nor the Infra-Infernal Depth of 
ſinful Sin, ſhall ſeparate from that Day of Glory, which the 
Sons of God were Predeſtinated to, and for which they were 
both Made and Redeemed, called into, and Groan for; 
then are Believers Roundly ſecur d againſt Final Apoltacy, 
III. A third fort of Evidence for Confirmation, are cer- 
tain Arguments or Reaſons why the Saints muſt needs per- 
ſevere in Faith and Holineſs. F 
By ¶ needs muſt] I underſtand no other kind of Neceſſity, 
than well conſilts with parſer? Freedom ; ſuch as was upon 
Paul to Preach the Goſpel, which was a Work he rejoyced 
in; and ſuch as was upon Jeſus Chriſt to bring home his 
Sheep, and to lay down his Life for them; he muſt reeds 
ſafer, Acts 17. 3. Ye, he was . "till it was accom- 
— — — Plates | 
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29 4 Practical Diſcourſe 
pliſbed, Luke 12. 50. That it was written in his Heart, was 
no hindrance to the freedom of his Will. 92047 
Alg. 1. The firſt Argument, in Proof of Perſeverance, i; 
founded on the Saints Extract or Original ʒ they are bon of 
God (0, and this hath the force of a he you Argument. 
I. As God is their Father and Eternal Root. Our Saviour 
holds forth this Relation, as the Ground of our Faith in 
Prayer (7) 3 and he begins with it himſelf, When he prays 
for his own Glory, and that his Diſeiples might be -Lartz- 
ketsof it (+1) To the ſame End, he frequently uſeth that 
ſtile of Father in the Goſpel of John; (as taking delight in 
mentioning that Relation) the Farther himfelf loveth you (i 
nd I aſcend to my Father, and your Father (o). It is to 
ſtrengthen our Faith th God (through himſelf) on the ac- 
count of his Fatherhood to us. The Father Yoveth the Son (p); 
And, be loves his Beljevers, as he Ioveth Chriſt himſelf (4): 
On which Ground the Apoſtle conchides, that he cant 
but give us all things elſe (r). Believers are the Product of 
his, Love, both in reſpect of Election and Regeneration ; and 
being ſo, he cannot but have a Paternal Affection for them, 
to adminiſter ro them whatever tends to their Suſtentation 
and Growth, and to keep oft whatever would intercept ot 
weaken' his gracious Influences'towards them: Having once 
loved them, he loves them for ever (s). 'They may therefore 
be confrdent, That what be hath begun in the Spirit, he will 
not let end in the Fleſh 5 That having begun a good Wink, 
he will alſo perform # : For, as they have their Spiritual Be 
ing from him, as the Father of it; ſo *tis as Natural to him 
to derive his Vertues into them without intermiſſivn, as for 
a Vine to fend up its Sap into its own Branches, or the Sun 
to cheriſh the Plants of its'own Production. All the Nato 
ral Aﬀections that are in Creatures towards their own, are 
but Drops of his Inimenſe Fulneſs A Mother may abo 
forget the Child of her Womb; but the Lord cannot forge 
his Offspring; that none may hurt them, (nor they themſelves 
he will keep them Night and Day, and water them . 
very Moment (u): They, are born by him from the Belh, 
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; (k) Fohn 1. 13. (I) Matth, 6. 9. (m)sFobn 17. go (n) ch 
16. 27. (o) Chap. 20. 1). (p) Chap 3 35. (q) Chap. 17. 23 
(r) Rom. 8. 32. (5) John 13. 1. (t) Phil. 1. 6. (u) {4 1 
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and carried from the Womb; and even to their Old Age he 
will carry them and deliver them (x“ 7... 

2. The New Creature, as it comes from God, ſo it Exiſts 
in him, and lives upon him, and 'tis Natural to it, to ſeek 
its Mouriſbment where it had its Original: Nothing can ſa- 
tishe it, but that great Deep from whence it ſprung: As a 


New-born Child, that has not the uſe. of Reaſon, will hunt 
for the Breaſt by natural Inſtinct, and not be quiet without 


it. As ſoon as ever Paul was converted, Behold he prays (Y. 
Having once received the Spirit of Chriſt, they cannot but 


incline after him, as Eliſha did Elijah upon the caſting of | 
his Mantle on him (x): It is Natural to them, as for ſparks 


to fly upwards. They are ſaid to be Baptized with Fire; 
not only becauſe of its Purifying Nature; but in reſpect of 


its aſpiring quality; it will be mounting, and not reſt till it 


comes to its own Element. Obſtructions many it meets with- 


al; but ſtill it preſſeth onwards, and by degrees bears down 
all before it, and carries that with it in which it dwells, to 
the place of its Birth, as the Dove could not reſt, till ſhe 


came tothe Ark, whence ſhe ſet out. This is livelily ſer 
forth by our Saviour in John 7. 38. He that believeth in me 
out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Vaters. [ Rivers, | 
that bear down all Oppoſition, and Rivers of | /iving| Wa- 
ters, not Land-floods, which are but of ſhort continuance ; 
or ſanding Pools, ſubject to drying up; but Rivers, and 


thoſe ſuch as have an Immortal Head. We fee how all 


things tend to their Center; the wicked ſleep not utleſs the 
do evil (a). They can bear the want of things moſt nece 


ary to their Being, rather than ceaſe from Sin: They are of 
the Serpent's Brood, and the Lnſts of their Father they will 


do (b). Judas was a Devil, and that carried him head long 


to his own place (c). And if being born of the Devil, ha- 


bituates Men with ſo ſtrong and wreſtleſs a bent to Deviliſh 


Luſts, the Divine Nature muſt needs work as Efficaciouſly 


towards God, and God-like Actions, his Love conſtrains 
them (d). And if it were not ſo, the ing-afred Word had 
never born an Humane Stock to Heaven: The fir{t fruits of 


the Spirit poſſeſs them with an earneſt expettation and lang- 


| (8) Iſaiah 48. . 0 4d, 9. 11. ( 1 Kings 
1.25. (d) 2 r . 


* 
—ͤä2—— —— —04a 


* IG * « — ee _ — 0 _ et ä 3 
AX Clit erated wor hora; effi AaA@ec ͤ re 4 


— ee da ad ai. i 


3 — Sins A es om ate i art Ca. ets” Ki 


R 2 | : ing | 


22 ore - > gt 


— — — 


252 4 Praftical Diſcourſe 
ing for the Harveſt (e). Tis true, the Remainders of the 
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As alſo, 
- ableneſs, they cannot die, nor turn to be any other, than 


Old Man will {till be oppoſing the New, and many Conteſts 
there are between them: But Grace (like him that is Advo- 


cate for the King) will ever have the laſt word, and will al. 


ſo go out Victor. Ve may ſee it in Jeremy, the Word of the 


Lord was made a Reproach to him, he therefore reſolves to 
ſtifle it, and wil} no more ſpeak in his Name : But how ſuc- 
ceeds this Carnal Reſolution? The Mord of the Lord Twas in 
His heart, as fire ſbut up in his bones, he was weary of forbear- 
ing, be could not hol i 
"himſelf cut off, and in the Belly of Hell; yet (faith he, yet) 
vill I looł again towards thy Hl 

that is rightly touch'd never reſts but in pointing towards the 
' Pole:)- and when obſtructed in their Courle they cry the 
: 3 Oh, when ſhall I come and appear before 
Ag. II. Another Argument is taken from the Graces 
' themſelves which are the Subjects of Perſeverance, vix. Faith 


). And Jonah, when he thought 
ly Temple (g). (as the Needle 


4 


and Holineſs : Which let us conſider, Firſt, as they are a 
Gift, then, in the Genuine Uſe and Property of them. 
1. As they are a Gift. They are of thoſe Good and pe, 


* 


2 fa 46 ifts which rame: Hows from above, from the Father 


Lights, with whom is no Variableneſs, nor ſhadow of 2M 
(i). This Attribute of God's Unchangableneſs, is fitly an 


fignificantly added, toſhew, that as good and perfect gifts 


are from God, and from him only, fo, that he never char- 
geth in his Purpoſe concerning thoſe to whom he once gives 
them, mT are of thoſe Gifts which are without Repentanc : 

that theſe his gifts do partake of his own Lari 


what they are at firſt, ſave only in point of Perfection. There 
can happen no after unworthineſs in thoſe he gives them 


to, which he did not foreſee when he gave them, (which 


ſeems to be implied in the following words, Of his own Wit 


| begat he ug: and ſo, no Cauſe why he ſhould withdraw 


them, which would not-as well have hindred his giving 
them at firſt. As the J/ord of God is not Tea and Nu), 
ſo neither are his Gifts. They are alſo God's r of 


and we know (faith Solomon) that whatſoever God doth, it 


— — 


(e) Rom. 8. 23. (f) Fer. 20, 8.9. (g) Jonab 2. 2 4. eſo 
84. 6, 7. (h) P/. 42. 2. (i) James 1. 1741. — 29 55 
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{ball be 705 ever, nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 
ö m it (k . * DIETS: T1903 2 Fas. TED 4 
pu Let Faith and Holineſs be conſidered in the Genuine 
'Uſe and Property of them. Nothing ſo indangers the Soul, 
as Self-fulneſs; Faith, therefore, was ordained to nullifie 


that, and devolve the Soul on another, viz. Chriſt; which 
the more it does, the ſafer it is; and having once done it, it 
never undoes it again. Faith alſo is an Active Grace, and 
Diligent, and therefore thriving ; he that hath it, ſhall have 
more of it (7), (then ſure he ſhall not loſe that he hath !) It 


is always travelling, and never tired; 1. Becauſe it travels 
in the Strength of Oinnipotence, which never faints nor 1s wea- 


rj (m) > And 2. Becaule it Works by Love (); which is 


the moſt kindly and efficacious Principle of Service and great 
Acts. Love is an endleſs Skrew ; it has truly attain'd the 


Perpetual Motion, it enables to indure all things, and faileth 
wot (o). All that God doth for his People is from Love (p), 


and all that they do for God, grows from the ſame Root; 
they love him, becauſe he loved them firſt (). Love is that 


which renders a Work both pleaſant to the Agent and ac- 
ceptable to the Object of it ; Faith, therefore, working by 
Love, ſhall never be weary of its Work, nor fail of its End; 


it is of Faith, that it * be by Grace, and conſequently 


ſure (r). And as for Holineſs, (which is a Diſpoſition accor- 
ding to God, and capacitates for the Bleſſed Viſion) a little 
of it, in Truth, is of infinite value; the very ſmoak of it ſhall 


pure all things are pure (t). It allo meetens for Converſe with 


God, and it draws and ingageth the Soul to him, these it is 


in its proper Element, and out of which it cannot live: And 


by this Converſe it is both increaſed, and ſublimated. 


. 
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not be quenched (q): And it would be ſtrange, if a thing ſo 
-. precious ſhould be liable to Putrefattion : But it is not; yea, 
it changeth other things, but is it ſelf never changed. It is 
of a ſpreading nature; compared therefore to Leaven put 
into the Soul, and hid there, till the whole Lump be ſeaſon- 
| ed. It is of an i nilating Property, there is an Heavenly: 
Tinctu e in it, which ſanctifies all that it toucheth ; Ito the 
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() Ecel, 3. 14. (1) Luke rg. 26. 5 (m) Ja. 40.28, (n) Gal. 
5-6. (o) 1 Cor. 13.7 8. (p) John 3. 15. (q) 1 Fobn 4. 19. 


(r) Rom. 4. 16. (s) Ma. 12, 20. (t/ III. 1. 15, 8 
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A Niutural Body once in being, can never be reduced ti 
Nothing : How then ſhould things of Divine Subſtance? 
They are born of incorruptible ord, which liveth and abideth 
for ever (u): And as the Seed is, ſuch will be the Fruit; 
the older it grows, the firmer it is; he that hath clean hand, 
Pall be ſtronger and ſtronger (x). They are the Holy Seeg: 
and therefore, though they caſt their Leaves (at times) the 
Subſtance is in them (y), by which they are all {till renewed 
Holineſs is the Seed of Glory; and Holy Perſons are in Glo. 
ry, (as to its Kind, and the certainty of their Obtainment,) 
_ albeit, it has no Glory at preſent, in Compariſon of that 
which ſhall be, as the Seed of a Roſe or Lily, compared 
with the Flowers they will grow into, and which are vir— 
tually in them. According with this, is that of our Saviour, 
He that believeth | hath) Everlaſting Life (x) It argues the 
certainty of their Perſeverance, the Law of his God is in his 
heart, none of his ſteps ſhall flide (a) And therefore he faith, 
Deſtroy it not, there is a e in it (b). „ 
Axg. III. Another Proof ariſes from the Nature, Extent, 
and Deſign of Providence ; or from the Intent and Purpoſe | 
of God, in that great variety of things which Believers are 
exerciſed with in the World. There are three things conſi- 
derable, to make out this Argument: „ 
1. That there is a Divine Providence which Governs the 
Meld; as in dividing to the Nations their Inheritance, and 
bounding their Habitations, at firſt : ſo, by continuing 
them in Poſſeſfion or Outing them, at his Pleaſure, and this 
ſometimes by very unlikely Means, and over-ruling things 
accordingly. Seir being given to Eſau, and Ar to the Chil- 
dren of Lot, and their Term not yet expired, the Lord in- 
clines them to let [ſ-ae] paſs thorow, and to give themMeat 
for their Money, whereas the Amorites, who were deſtined 
to Deſtruction, he hardens their ſpirits, and makes them ib. 
| flinate (c), that they deny them Paſſage, and come out a- 
gainſt them in Battle. So, when he would tranſlate the 
Chaldean Monarchy to the Pe: ſians; he enfeebles the One, 
but ſtirs up the Other's Spirits, and gird them with Strength 
| (4). How oft doth the Scripture repeat, that the Lord reigneih 


(u) 1 Per. 1. 23. (x) Fob 17. 9. () J. 6. 13. (2) John 
36. (a) F/. 37. 31. (b) Iſa. 6. 3, 8. (c) Deut. 2. 29, 30. 
(d) Jer. 15. 11. Iſa, 44: I 5. n els 7 
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That he puts down one, aud ſets up another (e); That he doth 
according to his Will in the Armies of Heaven, and amongſt 
the Inhabitants of the Earth (F)? How evident is it in his 
humbling of Pharach, Nebuchadnezzar, and others? This 
Providence reacheth to all manner of Perſons, Times and 
Things, and circumſcribes them.: It leaves not the leaſt 
thing to a Contingency ; even Ravens, Sparrows and Li- 
ies; yea, and the Hairs of your Head are all numbered, and 
under the Conduct of the Providence of God (g) 

2. That the Deſign and Conrſe of God's Prividence, is to 
| accompliſh bis Purpoſe. As Providence governs the World, ſo 
Purpoſe is the Director of Providence. He is a provident 
Man that orders his Affairs prudently; i. e. ſo that nothing 
is wanting, nor any thing ſpent in waſte. Both theſe are 
in the Providence of God eminently: For, I. It is All-ſuf- 
| ficient; ſupplies all Needs; gives all Things pertaining to 
Means and End. 2. It does nothing in vain, nothing ſu- 
| perfiuous or impertinent to his Purpoſe. Things moſt ca- 


W ſual to Men, are levell'd at a ſet and certain End: What the 
Lord ſpeaks with his Mouth, he fulfils with his Hand (%); and 
| his Act ſhall not vary a Tittle from his Decree: For, Known 


| unto God are all his Works from the Beginning of the World. 
Wbence was it that Eſau tarried ſo long at Hunting that he 


| was over-faint 2. That Jacob was making Pottage juſt when 
Eſau comes in, which let his Appetite on edge after it? But 


| that the Purpoſe of G according 40 Election might ftand; the 


Elder muſt ſerve the Younger; which now came to paſs by 


the Sale of his Birth-right. , And thus the Providence of God 


| makes even the Prophaneneſs of Men x ſubſerve to his End. 5 


| The Lord had determined to caſt Judah and Jeruſalem out 
of his ſight fox their Obllinacy ; and to this End (that is, 
to make way for it) It came to paſs, that Zedekiah rebelled 
againſt the King of Babylon (i): It was to fufil the Word of 
the Lord before declared (), tho? that was far from the 
Rebeller's Intent. So he gave Cyr all. the Kingdoms of the 


Farth, that he might build his Temple at Jeruſalem; and 


it was to fulfil his Purpoſe before allo recorded, as is evi- 
dent (7). In like manner Herod, Pilate, and the Jetus, they 
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ſe) Pſalm 93. 1. 97. 1 756. 7. (f) Dan. 4. 35. (g) Mat. 6. 26. 


(h) 1 Kings 8. 24. (i) 2 Kings 24. 20. (k) 2 Chron, 30. 21. 
(1) Ver, 22, 53, — = | | | ES 
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all conſpire the Death of Chriſt, and each Party on a ſeye. 


ral Account; not thinking'in the leaſt to fulfil the deter- 
minare Counſel of God; yet, That was it which Provi. 


dence intended, as is plain by Acts 2. 23. As alſo the Sol. | 
diers, in parting his Garments, and piercing his Side: It | 


was their barbarous Rudeneſs which put them upon it; but 
Providence deſign'd to make good a Prophecy; Theſe thing; 
therefore] the Soldiers did (m). All that God doth in 
the World, is the Tranſcript, or Impreſſion, of his ancient 
Decrees. 1 
3. That the Providence of God never fails of its End. II 
he will work, who ſhall lett it ? For Our God is in Heaven, 
and doth whatſoever he will (n). And what he will work? 
The things that are coming, and ſhall come (o): He hath both 
deviſed, and done it (p). His Purpoſe is to preſerve his Peo- 
ple; and therefore, No Weapon that's formed againſt them 
{hall proſper : Whoſoever gathers together againſt them, ſhall 
fall for their ſake (9): For, As he E rpoſed, ſo it ſhall 
4 = (7). The Scriptures abound with Inſtances of this 
kind As on the contrary, When the Lord will execute 
Judgment, the thing ſhall be done, be the Means never ſo 
weak and improbable ; Tho the Army of the Chaldeans were 
all wounded Men, yet ſhall they burn Jeruſalem with Fire (s); 
 Shamgar ſhall kill fix hundred Men with an Ox-goad (t); 
and Sampſon a thouſand with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs (u). 
I heſe things conſidered, and laid together, (tho* moſtly 
referring to Temporal things) do ſtrongly inforce the Ar- 
gument for things of Spiritual Concernment : Inaſmuch as 
things of Eternal Moment, are worthy of more peculiar 
Regard and Security. 4 Ln | 
Now, All a Believer's Exerciſes, which may ſeem to en- 
danger him, are either from the Guilt of Sins committed; 
from the Power of indwelling Corruption; from Satan's 


Temptation, or Perſecution from the World: None of 


which come on them accidentally, but as things . oint- 
ed of God, and for a good Intent. It is for the Electꝰ ſaks 
that all things elſe have their Being (x); And are all cauſed 


— 
, 1 
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(m) Jobn 19. 24. (n) Pſalm 115. 3. (o) Iſa. 44. 7. (p) Jer. 
51. 12. (q) Iſa. 54. 16, 17. (r) ch. 14. 24. (s) Jer. 37. 10. 
(t) Judges 3. 31. (u) Ch. 15. 15, (X) 2 Cor, 4. 17. 
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10 work together for their good ()); As namely, to humble 
them for ſin; to wean them from the World; to indear FE- 
SUS CHRIST to them; to ſhew them the Uſefulnels of 
Ordinances 3 to exerciſe and try their Graces; to purge out 
their Droſs; to inable them to ſuccour others; to demon- 
ſtrate the Wiſdom, Power, and Faithfulneſs of God to- 
wards them; to meeten them for Glory; and to make them 
groan and long to be clothed. upon, with their Houſe from 
Heaven: As might plentifully be made out by the Scrip- 
tures, and the viſible Effects thereof upon thoſe who have 
been exerciſed thereby. To inſtance a few Particulars : Da- 
vid, after that great Miſcarriage in the Matter of Uriah, 
with his broken Bones upon it, walked the more humbly 
and warily all his Days: He was alſo the more intent on that 
great Duty of Teaching Sinners the May of God (Z). Peter, he 
alſo got ground by denying his Maſter; thereby he came 
to ſeek his own Weakneſs ; the need he had of Chriſt's Sup- 
port, and continual Prayer for him; and we hear no more 
of his carnal Confidence, after that: But, what a Clamour 
and Outcry does he make againſt our Adverſary the Devil 
(a)! to warn others, by his own Example, what Danger 
they are in by a carnal Confidence. And doubtleſs, what 
the Tempter got by Peter's Fall, he loſt the double of it by 
the after-watchfulneſs of others; For, that's the deſigned 
End, to Strengthen, Stabliſh, and Settle them (H. Paul had 
a Meſſenger of Satan let looſe upon him, to buffet him; the 
End of which was to Humble him, and to ſhew him the 
ſufficiency of the Grace of Chrilt. *T'is likely alſo, that he 
got as much by that thorn in his Fleſh, as by his Rapture and 
Revelation. To be ſure, they did well together, and poiz d 
him the better for his Work., The like Erect upon J b (c). 
Mary Magdalen, the remembrance of the ſeven Devils which 
once poſſeſs'd her, and of that Love which caſt them out; 
how did it heighten her Love to Chriſt, and keep her 
Heart in a melting frame! She loved much, becauſe much was 
fa given her (d). The People's forty Years travel thro? that 
great and terrible Wilderneſs; among Fiery Serpents and 
Scorpions, it was to prove them, and to do them good in the 
latter End (e). They were alſo ſent into Captivity for their 
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(y) Rom, 8. 28. (2) Pſalm 6, 12. (za) 1 Pet. 5. (b) 
Fer, 10. Luke 22. 31. (c) Job 23. 10. with Chap, 40. 4. ind Chap. 
42. 6, (d) Tube 7. 47, (e) Deut. 8. 15, 16. 
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good (F): This was all the fruit intended, to take away thei 
Sin (O, and to make them Partakers of his Holineſs (h). Theſe 
things indeed, at preſent, are Phyſick, which Natures de. 
fires not: Yet are they as needful in their Seaſon as our Food; 
and in very Faithfulneſs we muſt have them; which alſo i; 
evident by the Scope of the New Covenant, as will appear 
afterwards. Now, theſe things conſider d and laid toge- 
ther; I think it may be well inferr'd, that all theſe things 
worketh God with Man, not to deſtroy him, but to biz back 
bis Soul from the Pit (i); they are all made to turn to their 
Salvation; they have always triumphed over them, and been 
more than Conquerors through him that loved them(k), and e- 
ver ſhall. And if this be the Fruit of all that doth or can 
befal a Believe r, while in this World; (and there's no more 
of Evil or Danger when this is done) then welcome let them 
be (by the Grace of God) as another Demonſtration of their 
INVINCIBLE PERSEVERANCE. Wh 


is wiſe, and will you theſe things ; even they ſhall underſtand | 


the loving kinduels of the Lord (1). 3 
Arg. IV. A fourth Argument for the Saints Perſeverance, 

is built on their Union with Chriſt, which is of that Intimate- 
neſs, that the Scripture ſets it forth by terms of neareſt rela- 
tion, as Foundation and Building, Vine and Branches, Fa- 
ther and Children, Husband and Spouſe, Head and Mem- 
bers, yea, they are goth called (interchangeably) by the ſame 
Name; he is called Jacob, and they are called Chriſt (). 
And (which) is more, if more can be, he communicates to 
them that Title which one would think Incommunicable, 
wiz. The Lord our Righteouſneſs (u). And this Union is ſuch 
as Can never be diflolved : There's the like Onenels between 
Chriſt and them, as between the Father and Chriſt, as is 
plain by that Paſſage of his Prayer in the 17 Fuhn, ver. 21, 
T bat they all may be One, (how One ?) as thou Father art in 
me, aud I in Thee, that they may be One in us. They are ſo 
near to him, that they are ſaid to be of his Fleſb, and of his 
Bones (0) As allo, that they are one Spirit (p). He and 
ITrhey are actuated by the ſame Spirit, as the Head and Mem- 
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(f) Fer. 24. 5. (g) Iſa. 27. 9. (h) Heb. 12. 10. (i) Job 33. 


29, 30. (k) Rom. 8. 37. (1) Pf. 107. 43. (m) Pf. 24. 6. with 


1 Cor. 12. 12, (n) Jer. 23.6, with 33. 16. (o) Epb. 5. 30. (P01 
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of Perſeverance. 259 
bers of the ſame Body are by one Soul. And this is the rea- 
ſon why Believers cannot walk after the Fleſh. The Spirit of 
Life which is in Chriſt Jeſus (as their Root) rules in them ( 2 
They are preſerved in Chriſt (7), as Noah was in the Ark; 


or as Branches in their own Stock: For, this Difference is 


till to be noted, that Believers have not this life in them- 
ſelves, as Chriſt hath ; but they have it in him, which is 
better for them than if in their own keeping : For, being in 
him as in a Root, it is Natural to him to communicate to 
them ; and as Natural to them (by vertue of the Divine Na- 
ture communicated to them) to derive from him : and con- 
ſequently, Becauſe, and while he lives, they ſhall live alſo (O: 
He that hath the Son, hath Life (t); and they have it in a 
Way of Right; as he that is poſſeſt of the Soil, has Right 


to all that grows upon it. All that is Chriſt's is theirs ; 


there's a happy commutation of Intereſts ; their Debts. with 
the conſequences thereof, are devolv'd upon him ; and all 
that was his, imputed and communicated to them. And 
his care of them js ſuch, that he will be able to ſay at the 
latter day, of all that thou haſt given me, I have loſt nothing 
(z) He will not leave an Hoof behind. The Signet on his 


right hand (Men of ſhining out-fides) may poſſibly be 


pluck'd thence(x); but the Jeaft joynt of his Finger ſhallnot; 
no Man that is Compos mentis, will ſuffer the meaneft part of 
himſelf to gangrene and periſh, if it be in his Power to help 


it: How then (hould our Lord Chriſt ? Who, beſides the 


Natural Aftecti en he hath to thoſe of his own Body (), 
hath alſo received a Commandment from the Father, to 
keep them ſafe (z), and is perfectly qualified, in all reſpects, 
to make it good. Qn this account, as well as others, they 


are compleat in Him (a). Believers are ſo One with Chriit, 


that whatſoever he did, they are (aid to do it with him; 


Circumciſed with him (); Crucified wgth him ). Buried 


with him (d); Roſe with him (e; aſcended with him (f; 
And they fit in Heben with him (g). It is no more pollt ble 
for Believers to miſcarry finally than for Chriſt himſelf to 
be held under the Lower of the Grave, there is one Law for 


(q Rom. 8. 2 (r) Jude ver. 1. (s) Fohn 14. 19. (t) 8 Join 
5. 12. (u) Foba17. 12. (x) Fer. 22 24. (v) Eph 5 25. (2) Joba 
6. 40. (a) Col. 2. 0. (b) Ver. 11. (c) Rom. 6. 6. (d) ber. 4. 
(e) her. 5. (f) Eph. 4. 8. e G 5 | 
| them 
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258 A Pratlical Diſcourſe 
good (F) : This was all the fruit intended, to take away tie, he 
Fin (0, and to make them Partakers of his Holineſs (h). Theſe ſo 
things indeed, at preſent, are Phyſick, which Natures de. I. 
fires not: Yet are they as need ful in their Seaſon as our Food: M T 
and in very Faithfulneſs we mult have them; which alſoù W or 
evident by the Scope of the New Covenant, as will appeat MW & 
afterwards. Now, theſe things conſider'd and laid toge- ſe 
ther; I think it may be well inferr'd, that all theſe things be 
worketh God with Man, not to deſtroy him, but to bring back I bi 
bis Soul from the Pit (i); they are all made to turn to their I th 
Salvation; they have always triumphed over them, and been tu 
more than Conquerors through him that loved them(k), and e- {e 
ver ſhall. And if this be the Fruit of all that doth or can  Z 
befal a Believer, .while in this World; (and there's no more V 
of Evil or Danger when this is done) then welcome let them I to 
be (by the Grace of God) as another Demonſtration of their th 
INVINCIBLE PERSEVERANCE. Wh tb 
is wiſe, and will 751 theſe things; even they ſhall underſtand I tb 
the loving kinduels of the Lord (1). i vret ts 
Arg.1V. A fourth Argument for the Saints Perſeverance, I la 
is built on their Union with Chriſt, which is of that Intimate- I ( 
neſs, that the Scripture ſets it forth by terms of neareſt rela- ri 
tion, as Foundation and Building, Vine and Branches, Fa- Il pl 
ther and Children, Husband and Spouſe, Head and Mem- In. 
bers, yea, they are both called (interchangeably) by the ſame I h 
Name; he is called Jacob, and they are called Chriſt (n. N it 
And (which) is more, if more can be, he communicates to N 
them that Title which one would think Incommunicable, I h- 
| wiz. The Lord our Righteouſneſs (u). And this Union is ſuch I k. 
as can never be diſſolved: There's the like Oneneſs between Ill to 
Chriſt and them, as between the Father and Chriſt, as is ar 
plain by that Paſſage of his Prayer in the 17 John, ver. 21. I tt 
That they all may be One, (how One ?) as thou Father art in C 
me, aud I in Thee, that they may be Oue in us. They are ſo Il 
near to him, that they are ſaid to be of his Fleſh, and of bis A 
Bones (0) : As alſo, that they are one Spirit (p). He and I fo 


'T-hey areactuated by the {ame Spirit, as the Head and Mem- de 
(f) Fer. 24. 5. (g) Iſa. 27. 9. (h) Heb. 12. 10. (i) Fob 33. A 
29, 30. (k) Rom. 8.37. (I) Pf. 107. 43. (m) Pf. 24. 6. with Wc 
1 Cor. 12. 12. (1) Jer. 23.6, with 33. 16. (o) Eph. 3. 30. (P)! (c 
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bers of the ſame Body are by one Soul. And this is the rea- 


ſon why Believers cannot walk after the Fleſh. The Spirit of 


Life which is in Chriſt Jeſus (as their Root) rules in them (q). 
- s are preſerved in Chriſt (7), as Noah was in the wh: 


or as Branches in their own Stock: For, this Difference is 


ſtil to be noted, that Believers have not this life in them- 
ſelves, as Chriſt hath; but they have it in him, which is 
better for them than if in their own keeping: For, being in 
him as in a Root, it is Natural to him to communicate to 
them ; and as Natural to them (by vertue of the Divine Na- 
ture communicated to them) to derive from him : and con- 
ſequently, Becauſe, and while he lives, they ſhall live alſo (O. 
He that hath the Son, hath Life (t); and they have it in a 
Way of Right ;- as he that is poſſeſt of the Soil, has Right 
to all that grows upon it. All that is Chriſt's is theirs ; 
there's a happy commutation of Intereſts ; their Debts. with 
the conſequences thereof, are devolv'd upon him ; and all 
that was his, imputed and communicated to them. And 
his care of them js ſuch, that he will be able to ſay at the 
latter day, of all that thou haſt given me, I have loft nothing 
(2) : He will not leave an Hoof behind. The Signet on his 
right hand (Men of ſhining out- ſides) may poſſibly be 
pluck d thence(x) ; but the /eaſt joynt of his Finger ſhallnot; 
no Man that is Compos mentis, will ſuffer the meaneft part of 
himſelf to gangrene and periſh, if it be in his Power to help 
it: How then Hould our Lord Chriſt 2 Who, beſides the 


Natural Affecti:n he hath to thoſe of his own Body ( 9h 


hath alſo received a Commandment from the Father, to 
keep them ſafe (z), and is perfectly qualified, in all reſpects, 
to make it good. Qn this account, as well as others, they 


are compleat in Him (a). Believers are ſo One with Chriit, 


that whatſoever he did, they are ſaid to do it with him; 
Circumciſed with him (); Cruci fie wgth him ( , Buried. 
with him (d); Roſe with him (e; aſcended with him (f.; 
And they fit in Heaven with him (g). It is no more poſſible 


for Believers to miſcarry finally than for Chriit himſelf to 


be held under the Power of the Grave, there is one Law for 


(q) Rom. v. 2 (r) Jude ver. 1. (s) Fohn 14. 19. (t) 8 Jobn 
5-12. (u) Jobn17, 12. (x) Fer. 22 24. (v) Eph 5 25. (2) Foubn 
6. 40. (a) Col. 2. 0. (b) Ver. tt. (c) Rom. 6. 6, (d) Ver. 4. 
(e) Ver. 5. (f) Eph. 4 8. (8g) Chap. 2. 6. 5 
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cover all Fleſh is laid down as the Ground of their Faith, 


260 A Practical Diſcourſe 
them both: It's a faithful ſaying, we be dead with hin 
we ſhall alſo live with him (; if we ſuffer with him, we ſha} 
be glorified together (i). As Chriſt once raiſed dies no more (i 
ſo none of thole raiſed with him, ſhall return any more t 
Corruption: For, he gave himſelf for his Church; no 
only to ſanctifie and cleanſe it once, but once for All 3 andto 
2 * it without ſpot or wrinkle at the laſt day (I) : By tha 
one Offering, 5 for ever them that are ſanctiſſed (m) 
Thele are thole ſure Mercies of David, recorded in the 55th 
of Iſaiah, and explained in that 13th of the 4s. 
It is not for nothing, that our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
ſo often repeats that good Word and Promiſe concerning 
Believers; (which ſurely he did as being greatly pleas'd with 
the thoughts of it;) 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt day; and, 
Twill raiſe him up at the laſt day—- (u) q.d. I will be with 
him unto the End of the World, and ſee him ſafe in Hea- 
ven: And this may be ſaid of it, (as by Foſeph to Pharoah) 
the thing is doubled, becauſe it is eſtabliſhed of God, and he 
will bring it to paſs (0). 3 
Arg. V. Another Argument for Believers Invincible per- 
ſeverance, is, That all the Attributes of God do ſtand in- 
gaged for it. Virtue Invincible has undertaken it; therefore 
mult it needs ſucceed. Ro Op” 
1. POWER. In Jer. 3 2. 27. God's Soveraign Power 


touching their Return from Captivity, and hisgiving them 
a new Heart, and for his ſo keeping them, that they /hould 
not depart from him any more, as they had done (p). So, when 
he would {ſtrengthen his fainting People, he tiles himſelf, 
the Everlaſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the Ends of the 
Earth, who fainteth not, neither is wea-y (q) : And which is 
yet more, his Right Hand, and the Arm of his Strength, are 
engaged by Oath (r). In the 2 Tim. 1. 12. The Apolile 
argues the Certainty of his Salvation from the Power of God; 


IO” TV W rn 


(ich he could not have done with any good reaſon or 


comfort, had not that Power been ingaged for it.) I am 
not aſbamed. For I know | whom | I have believed, and that 
be is | able] to keep that I have committed to him, againſt that 
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(h) 2 Tim. 2. 11. (i) Roar. 8. 17. (k) Cb. 6. 9. (I) Eph. 5, 
25, 26, 27. (m) Heb. 10. 14. (n) John 6. 39, 45,44, 54. (0) 
Gen, 41. 32. (p) Jer. 32, 36, to 4. (d) Ta. 40. 28. (r) * 
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of Perſeverance, 261 
day. And he gives the like Councel to others, where he 
points at the | Power Jef Gud, to make all Grace abound in them 
(J). The calling alſo of the Jews, and grafting them into 
Chriſt, is laid on the ſame Rock, For, God is [able] to graft 
them in again (t). In Epheſ. 6. He tells them what kind of 
Enemies they were to wreſtle with, viz. Principalities, and 
Powers, and Spiritual V/ickedneſs in high Places (u), a ſort 
of Adverſaries too potent for Spirits hous'd in Clay: But, 
to harneſs them fit for the Battle, he ſhews them a Power 
that's higher than Thoſe, and, indeed, much more above 
them, than they above us: And with this he would have 
them to inveſt themſelves, be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
[Power of his Might] (x): I his is an Armour compleat; 
aptly term'd, The | whole] Armour of God ()); and in this 
ſtrong Tower Believers are ſafe. So likewiſe in Eph. 1. To 
confirm them, touching the Hope of his Calling, he brings 
in the | Mighty Power | of God, even that exceeding Great- 
neſs of his Power,by which he raiſed FeſusChriſt from the dead, 
and ſet him at his own Right Hand, far above all Principali- 
ties and Power, and putting all things under his Feet (Y): 
Wherein he ſets forth Chriſt as a Pattern of what God will 
do for Believers ; they ſhall be raiſed, and ſet above all, as 
he was. And though they ſometimes fall (for there is no 
Man which ſinneth not) (a), let it make them more wary 
but not diſcourage them ; For they ſhall not be| utterly] caſt 
down (b) and this, becauſe the Lord upholdeth them with 
(his Hand.) The Archers may ſhoot at them, and ſorely grieve 
them; yet ſhall their Bow abide in ſtrength, and the Arms of 
their hands be made ſtrong by the Hands of the Mighty God 
1 (c). And well it is for us, that the Divine Power 
th undertaken this difficult Work; and that the Scri- 
ptures do ſo clearly avouch it : For, nothing leſs could be a 
Buttreſs ſufficient to ſtay our Faith upon, touching our hold- 
ing out to the End : But, becauſe he is ſtrong in Power, not 
one faileth (d). e . 
2. WIS DOM. This is an Ability to fit and direct Means 
to their proper End. In Matters of /eſs concern, we find the 
Lord ſo laying his Work, that it cannot miſcarry: If there- 
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| (s) 2 Cor. 9, g. t) Rom. 11. 23. Col. 1.11. (u) Eph. 6. 12. 
(x) Ver, 10, (y) Ver. 11. (2) Ch. 1. 19-22. (a) 2 Chron. 6 36. 
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252 A Practical Diſcourſe 
fore it be his good pleaſure to Ordain Men to Salvation; hi 
MWiſdom requires, that it be in ſuch a May as is ſure to ſu 
ceed ; and that all ſorts of Impediments be either prevented 
or ſo over-ruled, as not to inter upt, but become ſubſerviey 
to his great End. Having counted bis coſt and paid it of 
and alſo began to Build; it behoves his Miſdom to ſee that 
his Work be done, and brought to Perfection (e); and ac. 
cordingly to provide ſuitable Inſtruments; ſuch as he knows 
Will do, and yet not Over-do the thing intended; much like 
to the Husbandman's ſorting his Seed to the Nature of the 
Soil, and Threſhing Inſtruments to the capacity of his Grain, 
he will not uſe a //heel, where the Rod will ſerve ; nor x 
Rod where the J/heel is needful : And this he hath from hi 
God, who inſtructeth him to diſcretion (). So, the Lord 
ftayeth his rough Wind in the day of the Eaſt-uind (g): He 
doth not only deſign the End of a e but eve- 
ry Step in it is of his ordering (þ); The Lord preſerveth his g- 
ing cut; and his coming in (). In Iſa. 26. 7. The Lord is 
is ſaid, to weigh the Path of the fff ; Which is not meant, 
only of his oblerving their Works, and diſpenſing to them 
accordingly 3 but, as prepondering what they are to do, and 
what is re uiſite for their doing of it; and apportioning 
their Strength and Aſſiſtance anſwerably. As at making 
the World, he weighed the Mountains in Scales, and the 
Hills in a Ballance (k) ; that its Parts might be of equal 
weight: Or, as one that's to run in a Race, and muſt carry 
Weights about him; it will be his Wiſdom to have them 
evenly poiz'd : So, the Lord ſets one thing againſt another 
our Souls's Concernments. Paul therefore brings in this 
Wiſdom of God, as well as his Power, to help their Faith 
touching their Eſtahliſhment-(7) : And the Apoſtle Jude, in 
the cloſe of his Epiſtle, gives glory to God, as the On Wiſe) 
God, upon the account of his keeping them from falling; aud 
Preſenting them faultleſs before the preſence of his Glory (m). 
3. HO NOU R. The Concernment of God's Honor'r,1s 
alſo an important Argument for Proofof this Doctrine: The 
Lord's manner of dealing with his Peopie of old, and the 
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(e) Luke 14. 20. 30. (f Iſa. 28. 25---28, (g) Ch. 27.8. 
(h) Pſalm 37. 23. Job 31. 4 (i) Pſal. 121. 8. (k) Ia. 4. 1% 
(1) Rom. 16. 25, 27. (m) Jude v. 24, 25. N 
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of Perſeverance. 263 
Reaſon of it, is an Inſtance above contradiction. The Pro- 
miſe of giving them Canaan, was not more abſolute than the 
Promiſe of Salvation to Believers; nor was it leſs clogg'd 
with Conditions, Threatnings and Cautions (which were 
afterwards added :) But, the Promiſe being once made abſo- 
lure. To thy Seed will I give this Land (n); the Lord held 
himſelt obliged in Honour to make it good. How oft did he 
ſeem to be pouring out his Wrath to deftroy them? Firſt in 
Egypt ; then in the Wilderneſs, Cc. (o). And what kept it 
ott, but the Intereſt of his Honour? This put him upon find- 
ing out Ways to deliver them; 7 wrought (ſays he) for my 
Name' ſake (p) : The Lord did, as it were, /abour to ſup- 
preſs his righteous Fury, incenſed by their intolerable Pro- 
vocations : His Name and Honour were concern'd, and that 
held his Hands; he had once made an abſolute Promiſe, 
which therefore uſt be made good; though they made 
themſelves never ſo unworthy of it. We likewiſe find in 
the 48 of 1ſ/aiah, that they had dealt very treacherouſly, 
than which nothing is more provoking : But, ſays the Lord, 
for my Names ſake will I defer mine anger : And again, For 
mine own ſake, even for | mine own ſake] will I doit; For, how 
ſhould my Name be polluted (q)? The Lord will over-look a 
thouſand Tranſgreſſions, rather than expoſe his Name and 
Honour to reproach, as once it was by a TemporarySuſpen- 
ſion ; to recover which, and that his Name might be ſancti- 
fied, he will bring them home axain; yea, tho' it be in the Eyes 
of Men, a thing Inpeſſible; and they themſelves do think fo 
likewiſe ; for, our hepe is Iſt, and we are cut off, ſay they 
(F); and again, my hepe is periſhed from the Lord (s). Whe- 
ther at home, or abroad, they {till cauſed his Name to be 
Prophaned 3 and for this his Holy Name, he had pity on 
them (t) For if he ſhould have caſt them oft for ever, it 
would have been ſaid, that he did not foreſee how un wor- 
thy a People they would be; or, he was not able to keep them 

in their own Land, nor to bring them back avain ; or eile, 
that he was changeable in his Purpoſes, and not true to his 
Word, Cc. Some Reflection or other they would caſt upon 
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264 A Practical Diſcourſe 
him, which he would not bear. All which, and much more 
of like kind, is applicable to Believers with, reſpect to their 
Perſeverance. _ ich . 

4. Bl USTICE, or Righteouſneſs, There can hardly be 
found a firmer Support, or more full conſolation to Believer; 
than that the Juſtice of God is engaged to ſave them; For 
the righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs (u), and cannot den 
himſelf. He would not juliity any, no, not his very Eled, 
but in a way conſiſtent with his Fuſrice For which cauſe, 
he ſet forth his Son a Propitiation for Sin. Surely then, ha. 
ving received the Atonement, he will not expoſe his 7 
tice to cenſure, by leaving them, in any wiſe, obnoxious to 
Condemnation. Salvation xow is their due, his Grace hath 
made it ſo, by both giving and accepting ſuch a Price for it,as 
engageth e e it ſelf to ſave them; for, who hall con- 
demn ſince tis Chriſt that dy d (x) * It is as righteous a thing 
with God to give reſt to his People, as Tribulation to thoſe 
that trouble them (y). Paul therefore builds his expectati- 
on of the Crown, upon this Attribute as well as any other; 
e is laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs, which the 

Lord the | righteous | Judge jhall give me at that day (z). The 
_ righteouſneſs of God ſecures to them, their Holding out, to f- 
nh their Courſe, and to keep the Faith, as well as the Re- 
ward when their work is done. God is not unrighteous to 
forget his | Peoples] labour of love (a), much leſs (Chriſt's. 
This gave the Apoſtle to be perſwaded better things of thoſe 
Hie writes to, than to be ſubject to falling away (a). The Blood 
of the Everlaſting Covenant, is engaged to make them perfect 
in every good work, to do his will (b). Yea, they ſhall bring 
forth Fruit in their old Age (c) ; and this, to declare that the 
Lord is Upright, and no Unriehteouſneſs ] in him (d). 
5. The FAITHFULNE SS, or Truth of God, is 
alſo concern'd in the final Perleverance of Believers. For, ha- 
ving drawn them from all created bottoms, to a total rely- 
ance on bine; he cannot but give them that they have 
truſted him for. The Lord will not he to his People as that 
broken Stat Egypt was to the Fews, to fail them at their 
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(u) Pſal. 11. 7. (x) Rom. 8. 24+ (y) 2 Theſſ. 1.6, 7, (22 
Tim. 4. 8. (a) Heb. 6. 10. (a) Heb, 10. 9. (b) Ch. 13. 20, 21. 


(c) Pſal. 92. 14. (dj Yer. 15. 5 
* 2 greateſt 


e Perſeverance; „ 
greateſt need; which is, when they are loſt, driven away, 
broken and ſick, and perhaps have no mind to return; as E- 
hraim, who went on frowardly (e); then is the fit time for 
the Faithfulneſs of God to diſcover it ſelf, by ſeeking them 
out, bringing them back, binding them up, healing and 
comforting them (F). To heal their backilidings, as it 
ſhews the Freeneſs of God's Love, ſo his Faithfulneſs. The 
Lord will not behold iniquity in Facob (g) ; i. e. He will not 
take notice of it, ſo as to recede from his Word: For, he 
could not but eo their Perverſneſs and Murmurings ; for 
which he puniſhed them ſeverely; and ſometimes made as 
if he would diſinherit them: but {till he remembred his Co- 
venant, and that reſtrain'd it: The Lord had bleſſed, and 
therefore Men could not reverſe it; neither themſelves, by 
their inſufterable Contumacy, nor Balaamwith his Inchant- 
ments (H). The Lord loveth Judgment, (i. e. Truth and 
Faithfulneſs;) and therefore he forſaketh not his Saints, they 
| 8 for ever (i). The Saints are in the League with 
God, they have made a Covenant with him by Sacrifice (æ); 
and *tis a League of his own propounding, by which he 
hath obliged himſelf to protect them. And tho' Men may 
breaks their Compacts, the holy One of Iſrael will not; he is 
not Man that he ſhould Iye, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould 
Repent (1). David having made God his Fortreſs, concludes 
from thence, that the Name of God was engaged tolead, and 
to guide him (in.) Thoſe Corinthians were as liable to Temp- 
tations as other Men who fell by them; for they had ſtrong 
remainders of Corruption, (as appears by both the Epiſtles) 
and a ſubtil Adverſary to obſerve and draw it out: Beſides, 
They were highly Gifted, and ſo the more ready to think 
themſelves above the Rank of ordinary Chriſtians; than 
which, nothing could more expoſe them to Danger: But, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Diſadvantages, they ſhall be kept; 
the Faithfulneſs of God, that ſecures them, and ſhall confirm 
them unto the End (n); For, God is faithful (ſays he) bywhom 
ye were called; it is as if he had ſaid, God would never have 
called you into the Fellowſhip of his Son, if he had not re- 
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(e) Iſa. 57. 19, 18. (f) Ezek. 34. 16. (g) Numb 23. 21. (h) 
Ver. 20. (i) Pſalm 3. 28. (k) Pſalm 50. 5. (1) Numb. 23.19. 
(m) Pſalm 16. 1. with Pſalm, 31. 3, 4. (n) 1 Cor. 1. 8, 9. 
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ſolved to keep you there. So again, he tells them, God will 
not ſuffer them to be tempted above that they are able (o); and 
he brings it in as an Inference from the Faithfulneſs of God, 
He likewiſe lays the ſtreſs of his Confidence for the Theſſa- 
loniaus being preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of Chriſt, up- 
on the ſame Attribute; Faithful is he that calleth you, wha 
alſo will do it (p). And when he would move the Hebrews 
to purpoſe, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith with- 
out wavering, he uſes the ſame Engine till, | Faithful} is he 
that promiſed (q). Peter, he alſo directs the Saints to Commit 
their Souls unto God, in well doing, as unto a| Faithful] Crea- 
tor (). Now, the Scripture always propounds to us, ſuch 
Attributes and Motives as are proper to the Matter in han 
and therefore,in {tiling God, here, a faithfulCreator ; it's as 
muchas tolay,he that hath wrought you for this ſelf ſame thin 
i God (s); who is Faithful to bis urpoſe, or firſt W 
his Work, and will therefore perfect it, notwithſtanding the 
fiery Tryal you are to paſs under (t): You may therefore 
build upon it, and commit your ſelves to him accordingly: For, 
his Faithfulneſs ſhall not fail (u); and conſequently not yours. 
6. ME RCT. This Attribute alſo, freely contributes 
do the Saint's Perſeverance. Mercy reſpects Men in diſtreſs, | 
to ſupport and bring them out, not having of their own to 
help themſelves: This, none are ſenſible of as Believers; 
them therefore will Mercy eſpecially provide for; Ho. 14. 
3. In thee the Fatherleſs find Mercy. Pſal. 5 9. 14. The God 
f Mercy ſhall preſerve me. Mercy is the Name of God and 
his Glory (x). Mercy is his Tay, All the paths of the Lord are 
Mercy (). And it is his plenlünt Path, called therefore his 
Delight (x); it pleaſeth him above any thing, yea, he takes 
pleaſure in them that hope in his Mercy (a). We may lay, 
in a good ſenſe, his Throne, (i. e. his Glory in the World) is 
upholden by Mercy (b). It is Mercy that makes Men to fear 
him (c). The 1 36 Pſalm throughout, is an Encomium of 
Mercy, as that which doth all for us; and this, becauſe it 
endures for ever, In the 138 Pſalmthe Prophet grounds his 
Confidence touching his Perſeverance, upon this Attribute 
_ expreſly,viz.ThatGod world Perfect that which concerned him, 
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(o) Cor. 10. 13. (p) 1 Theſſ. 5. 23, 24. (d) Heb. 10. 23. () 
1 Pet. 4. 19. (s) 2 Cor. 5. 5. (t) 1 Pet. 4. 12. (u) Pſalm 89.33. 
(x) Exod. 34. 7. (y) Pſalm 25. 10. (z) Micab. 7. 18. (a) V. 
147. 11. (b) Prov, 20. 28. (c) Pſalm 130. 4. — ̃ — 
: 3 Ss becauſe 


\ of Ref as 
Fecauſe his [Mercy] (which began the Work) endureth for 
ever. The great Covenant is founded in Mercy, and is 
therefore ſtiled, The ſure Mercies of David, Ila. 55. 3. 1 
ſhall-not add touching this Attribute: For if all the Reſt 
be on our fide, (as you ſee they are) the Mercy of God mult 
needs be for us; for, 'tis That, indeed, which hath engaged 
and brought in all the Reſt. 1 45 N : 
Aeg. VI. The Saints Perſeverance may alſo be argued from 
the Ends of their Being with the Author of thoſe Ends: This 
the Scripture puts weight upon. Their Euds are to gloritie 
God, and to be \ puke 55 with him : But neither of thefe 
can be attain'd without Perſevering: Not the firſt; For no- 
thing ſo diſhonours God as Apoſtacy: Not the latter, be- 
cauſe ſuch only as endure to the End ſhall be ſaved. They 
mult therefore perſevere, or thoſe Ends will be fruſtrate ; 
which will not ſtand with the Author's Intereſt or Autho- 
rity. That theſe were the Ends of their Being, is evident; 
Iſa. 43. 21. Theſe People have 1 lone way 3 and . 7. 
Icreated him for my Glory. The Apoſtle alſo is very expreſs 
for it in 2 Cor. 5. where, ſpeaking of that Divine Building 
in the Heavens, prepared for Believers; he tells us, They were 
wrought for that ſelf ſame thing. The manner of Expreſſion 
is worthy of Remark: It is not barely ſaid, this End, or 


1 
* 


this Thing, we were made for; but, in effect, this very Thing - 
and nothing elſe, (to be ſure, nothing leſs) was the Scope and 
End of our Creation, both old and new, even of all God's 
 Workmanfſhip upon us. And as evident it is, that God 
himſelf is the Author of thoſe Ends, and that therefore they 
cannot miſcarry, Upon this Ground the Lord would have 
his People to found an Undauntable Confidence; as may 
well be gather'd from his ſo frequent indigitating of it, In 
Iſa. 43. he thus fortifies them againſt the ſoreſt of Evils ; 
Fear not, for | I have redeemed thee ; | I] have called thee ; 
and v. 7. [I] have created him; [I] have formed him; yet, 
[1] have made him, I, even I the Lord,] d. 11. and ch. 41. 
10. Fear thou not, for [I] am with thee, - [I] will firengthen 
thee, I] will help thee, yea I] will uphold thee : The Em- 
phaſis lies in the Perſon active, [II i. e. I the LORD, (a 
Note of infinite Significancy and Security to Believers!) 
The Apoſtle alſo in that 2 Cor. 5. that Believers might know 
themſelves invincibly ſecur'd, he points us to GOD, as the 
great Author of thoſe important Ends, and almighty Un- 
„„ | dertaker 
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dertaker for their 'Accompliſhment ; He that wrought us for 
e fee thing, is GOD. It is as if he had faid, It is 
impoffible we ſhould loſe the thing we were wrought for, 
- becauſe it is GOD that wrought us for it. It is not the 
Delignment of an Idol; that is, of ſome Ignorant, Raſh, 
Fallible, or Mutable Agent, ſuch a one as may poſſibly be 
1 16271 75 by unlook'd-for Accidents, circumvented by a ſub- 
limer Underſtanding, over-bozz by a Power above him, or 
recede from his purpoſe; thro” Levity and Fickleneſs of his 
Nature, Cc. But it is GOD, who is WMiſe in Heart, and 
Mighty in Strength, ob 9. 4. It is he from whom all things 
that are have their Being, and are perfectly under his Rule 
and Obeyſance. He had Eternity before him, to lay his 
Deſign W. N and accordingly, He declareth the End from 
the Beginning. It is therefore as impoſſible for him either 
to do, or neglect to do, or ſuffer to be done, any thing 
whereby his Purpoſe might ſuffer Diſappointment; as it is 
impoſſible that God ſhould lye. He would never have ſet up 
thoſe Ends as the Sum Ind: Upſhot of his Deſign, if he had 
not detertmin'd to ſee them made good. And therefore (as 
_ fays the Apoſtle) Me are always confident, That when abſent 
from the Body, wwe ſhall be preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 
6, 8. This is alſo further confirm'd by that compendious 
Promiſe, Jer. 31. 33. I will be their God, and they ſhall be 
my People. Every Word here hath a peculiar Emphaſis ; 
1. That he will be a God] to them; 2. [Their | God; and 
3. | For ever |: This | [will] imports both a fixed Reſolution, 
and Time without limit. It is as if he had faid, Tho? other 
Lords have had the Rule over you, and you have fill a 
proneneſs to revolt to them, it ſhall not be; I will not be 
outed any more; T1 heal your Bac kſlidings, and be your 
God ſtill - I'll carry it towards you and for you, as becomes 
a God to do; and Iwill make you ſuch a People, as becom- 
eth God to own ; [ will not be aſhamed to be called your God, 
Heb. 11. 16. It would indeed be both a Diſparagement and 
Diſſatisfaction to God, if his People ſhould fail of that he 
made them for; which certainly cannot be, becauſe God 
is theirs 3 and if God be theirs, all things are theirs, both 
this World and that to come, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. 
Ai. VII. Laſtly, For the final Perſeverance of Believers, 
a principal Argument is fetch'd from the Soveraign Decree 0 
Election. I call it Soveraign, partly becauſe it is the hight 


Manifeſtation of God's abſolute Dominion over his Creatures- 
in chuſing whom he would, and paſſing by the reſt: Part- 
ly alſo, becauſe all forts of things whatſoever are ſubjected 
to it, and made ſubſervient to its final Accompliſhment. 
And this I take for a principal Reaſon why Election is ſo 
frequently placed in Eternity, (or before the Foundation of 
the World) viz. To ſhew, That the very Fabrick of the 
World, and all Occurrences therein, were ſo contrived and 
framed in God's Decree, as having Election for their pri- 
mary Scope and End: That this firſt Cauſe is the Supream 
Moderator of all intermediate Cauſes, and is itſelf ſubject to 
None. It was not any Lovelineſs in Elect Perſons which 
moved God to love them at firſt ; ſo neither ſhall their un- 
lovely Backſlidings deprive them of it, tho? it may be eclip- 
ſed by their own Default, to the breaking of their Bones. 
The Lord choſe them for that bleſſed Image of his own, 
Which he would afterwards imprint upon them; and this 
he ſtill proſecutes thro” all Diſpenſa tions. 
That Elect Nation the Jews, they apoſtatized from God, 


bl 


and did worſe than any other; yet would not the Lord 
utterly caſt them off. In Samuel's time their Wickedneſs 
was very great; yet, ſaith he, (to ſtay them from tetal A- 
poſtacy) The Lord will nut fo:ſake you : But what's the 
Ground of that his Confidence, and grand Warranty? The 
very ſame that now we are upon; The Tord will not forſake 
you, becauſe | it hath pleaſed the Lord to make you his People -] 
Not becauſe they remembred their Duty, and return'd to 
God; but becauſe He remembred for them his Covenant : In 
purſuance whereof he long maintained their Title, notwith- 
ſtandlng their often repeated Forfeitures; and when in Cap- 

_ tivity, brought them Home again. And indeed, there's no- 
thing ſo melts the Heart of thoſe in Covenant with God, as 
| that the Lord ſhould be pacified towards them after all their 
Abominations (t:). The manner of God's Dealings with this 
People is eſpecially Inſtructive to help the Faith of the Spi- 
ritual Election upon all Occaſions, as holding forth the ſpe- 
cial Regard the Lord has for them becauſe of his Covenant : 
That tho? he may and will puniſh their Iniquities; yet his 

loving Kindneſs he will not take from them. And he puts 

it {till upon his having once.choſen them, as ye have it in, 


{© Ezekiel 16. 62. .- 
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| and the Torrent riſe to that ſtrength, that *twill be next 
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Jeremy, ch. 41. 9: haue choſen thee, and not caft thee away, 


his latter Clauſe: ¶ And not caſt thee away, ] ſeems Added to 


' ſhew,. that His Chu fing them was an Act wnrepealable, g. d. 


F knew beforehand what thou wouldſt do, and how thou 


wouldſt prove; and if I had meant Ever to caſt thee off; 


yea, if I had not reſolved againſt it, I would not have cho 
fen thee at all: But fince I have, be ſure 1'll ſtand by thee, 
-F will ſtrengthen thee, Twill help thee, yea, I will uphold thee 


with the right Hand of my Rightequſnefs. 


It is true, the Body of that Nation, for their Unbelief, 


dre now broken oft; there is a Suſpenſion of the outward 


part of the Covenant: Not that God intends an utter Re- , 
jection of them; for ſuch as have part in the ſpecial Election, 
are always ſaved (2); and the Time will come when A1l 
Iſrael ſhall be faved : For, as touching the Election, they 
are beloved /7z/, tho? yet unborn. For their ſakes it was, 
that thuſe Days of Tribulation were ſhortened, Matth. 24. 22. 


Which anſwers to that in Iſaiah 65. 8. Deftroy it not, there 


#s a Bleſſing in it. The Lord will not fo much regard what 
they have done or deſerv'd, as what his Covenant is con- 
cerning Abraham's Seed; which minding of his Covenant 


is from the Unchangeableneſs of his Purpoſe; and therefore, 


tho” broken off at preſent, they ſball be grafted in again (x), 
Tho' driven into all Lands; fcattered into Corners; mingled 


With the Heathen 3 and become ſo like them, as not to be 
known afunder ; yet being his Choſen, and within his Cove- 
namt, he will bring them out of their Holes, and gather 


them | Oxe by One] (y): He will do it fo accurately, exactly, 


punctually, that None ſhall be wanting; T ho fifted among 


all Nations, not [One] Grain ſhall fall to the Earth (%). The 
Reſervation mentioned in Rom. 11. was God's omnipotent 
fafaguarding his Elect, when the reſt of the Nation fell to 
Idolatry: They had gone Al as well as Some, had not Elec- 
tion held them back; it's therefore ſaid to be | According} to 
the Election of Grace : Election was the Pattern, and Re- 
fervation the Copy of it. And that this was not a ſingle 


Caſe, or reſtrain'd to that preſent Time, is evident from 


Matth. 24. where our Saviour foretels, that the Subtilty of 
Deceivers, and Temptations of the Times, ſhall be ſuch, 


ti. to. 


(u) Rom. 11. 7. (x) Ver, 24. (y) Iſa, 27. 12. (2) Amos 9.9. 
0 EF; 
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— impoſſible, not to be carried away by it, but for the Elect, 
they are ſafeguarded, How ? By the coming in of the firſt 
= Soveraign Cauſe, by the virtue of which, the whole 
force and influence of thoſe ſecond Cauſes, ſhall either be 
prevented, or removed, mitigated, inverted, ſhortned, or 
over- ruled (a); and the Faith of his ſealed Ones fo confirm- 
ed, that they ſhall not be hurt by them 5); yea, (and which 
is no more) thoſe very things, which are deſtructive to o- 
thers, ſhall work life in them. This turn'd Balaam's Curſe 
into a Bleſſing to Iſrael (c); and Paul's Afictions to his 
Salvation (d): They are ro Them a Cauſe of Jifting up the 
head (e). And if it were not ſo, the Apoſtle could not Ex- 
hort us to to count it all Foy when we fall into divers Temp- 
tations (/); but that in the midſt thereof he keeperth the feet 
of his Saints (g) For (ſays God) they are my People, Children 
that will not lhe (H); q. d. They are of thoſe I have choſen, 
and ſet apart for my ſelf, and therefore, they ſhall not fruſ- 
trate my Purpoſe in chuſing them, which ſeems implied in 
the word | ſo | ſo he was their Saviour; I will ſave them, 
becauſe I have made them my People. > 
And further, tis worthy your notice; that this Sove- 
raięn Decree is always Regnant 3 a Kingdom that beareth 
rule over all, and ſhall [never] be broken (i). Pſal. 89. 34. 
My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone 
out of my Lips; My Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him, ver. 
28. It is meant of the Covenant made with David and his 
Houfe 3 or rather, with Chriſt and his Spiritual Seed, of 
whom David was a Type. And that we might have ſtrong 
Conſolation, the Lord is pleaſed to bind it with an Oath ; 
Once (i. e. Once for all, and once for ever; it was ſo full, per- 
| fect, andabſolute that it needed no Alteration, Amendment, 
or Repetition) Once have I ſworn by my Holineſs, that I will 
not lye unto David, v. 35. And how impoſſible it was that 
this Covenant ſhould be broken, appears by Jeremy, who 
ſpeaking in the Name of the Lord, delivers it thus; if yeu 
can break my Covenant of the Day, and my Covenant of the 
Night, that there ſhould not be Day and Night in their Seaſon; 
then may alſo my Covenant be broken with David my Servant 
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(a) Marth. 24. 22. (b) Excl. 9. 6. Rev. 2. 3. (e) Vent. 23. 
7. (d) Phil. 1, 19 (e) Luke 21. 28. (f) James 2. 1, (8) « 
Fam. 2. 9. (h) Iſa. 63. 8. (1) Dan, 2. 44. 2 
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(Y) Here note, by the way, that Day and Night take their 
turns; but ſtill it is in their Seaſon. And David himſelf 
ſays of it, that it is a Covenant | Everlaſting | Ordered in all 
things, and Sure] (I; i.e. Whatever might poſſibly fall in to 
interrupt it, there was that Order obſerv'd in the Compoſi- 
tion of the Covenant, and ſuch a Power laid up within it; 
as ſhould certainly over-run and bear down thoſe Impedi- 
ments, triumph over al, and hold on its Way: (as all the 
Tempeſts and Tumults that happen in this lower World, 
can in no wiſe obſtruct the Courſe and Harmony of the Su- 
periour Orbs.) He therefore declares in high, yet humble 
Expreſſions ; that he deſires no other or better Security for 
his Salvation. And it is not unlikely, that David and Solo- 
mon were both of them left to thoſe great and grievous 


Backllidings, to give Proof of the Sureneſs of this Cove- 


nant 3} which indeed was ſufficiently done by them and tri- 
ed to the uttermoſt: For, they both broke the Covenant on 
their part; and yet, the Covenant was not Null'd : No 
thanks to them, but to that Soveraigh Grace that had laid 
in Proviſion before to prevent it, by making it abſolute and 
unrepealable. Yet will not the Lord connive at their miſcar- 
riages; but, if his Children forſake my Law and break my Sta- 
tutes; 1 will vifit their Tranſgreſſions with the Rod, and their 
Taiquity with Stripes :| Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will 


I net utterly take from him, nor ſuffer [my] faithfulneſs to fail. 


There was indeed (at times) a ſeeming to make void this 
Covenant (); and great Complaints are made upon it (as 
well there might) but it revives, and looks freſh again ; joy 
comes in the Morning, as is evident by the cloſe of hy 
Pſalm, Bleſſed be the Lord for evermore, Amen and Amen | 
Its return was the more welcome for its temporary abſence; 
and thefore he meets it with a double gratulation, Amen and 
Amen! It was but in a little Wrath that he hid his Face 
from them, and that but for a Mment of Time; but, with. 
; everlaſting kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord 
thy Redeemer, The Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills be re- 


moved ;—but My kindueſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 


— 
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(k) Jeremiab 33-20, 21. (1) 2 Sam. 23. 5. (m) Pſalm 89. 315 
32, 33. (n) Fer. 39. | EE Ws 
hath 
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hath my on thee (o). In Jeremy another impoſſibility is 
inſtanced, to ſhew the eternal Validity of this Covenant; 
Thus ſaith the Lord, if Heaven above can be meaſured, and the 
Fmundations of the Earth ſearched out beneath; I will alſo caſt 
off all the Seed of Ilrael, for all that they have done, ſaith the 

Lord (p). The LORD (you ſee) has made himſelf both the 
Alpha and Omega of this great Sentence; to ſhew, that both 
Ends of the Covenant are in his own Hands. 

Buy theſe Scriptures (with many others) it is apparent, 
there ſhall be no failure on God's part ; and conſequently, 
none at all, becauſe he hath taken on himſelf the Performance 
of the whole, not ſo, as to Exempt us from our Duty; but 
reduce us to it, and carry us thro” it: Believers therefore ſhall 
be invincibly ſecur'd to the end of their Faith, the Salvati- 
on of their Souls. | 7 
Yet doth not this Doctrine go free of Contradiction; and 
truly, conſidering how plain and pertinent the Scripture is 
| for it, it may well be conjectur'd, that if the firſt impugners 

of Perſeverance had not found themſelves in a Toi; and 
neceſſitated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of other Prin- 
ciples they had before eſpouſed, and which would not ſtand 
with this, they would never have ſet themſelves againſt it. 
But Errors (like Truths in that) do hang together, or, as 
links in a Chain, the firſt Mover draws the reſt after it: 
But, Itruſt, thro' help from above, all the Objections that 
are laid againſt this Doctrine, ſhall (by one hand or other) 
prove to its farther Confirmation. The chief that have oc- 
cur'd to me, are theſe that follow, and if I had met with 
any more conſiderable, I hope I ſhould not have ſhun'd 
their Teva ©; = 
Obj. The Doctrine of Abſolute Perſeverance deprives Men 
of the ſbarpeſt bit which God hath given them, to curb the un- 
regenerate part of the Soul ; we mean the Fear and Dread of 
n; e,, To 5 5 
Anſ. The Law is good, if lawfully us'd ; ſo is Fear, in 
Its Time and Place, but out of that it is as a Bone out of 
Joint. The Law Works by Fear, as a School-Maſter unto 
| Chriſt : It is ordinarily the firſt occaſion of our motion to- 
| wards believing. The Heir whilſt a Child may be under 
the tutorage of Fear: But when Faith is grown up, then 


(0) Iſaiah 54.8 10. (p) Jeremiab 3 1. 37. 5 : 85 
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274 A Prattical Diſcoarſe | 
caſt out the Bondwoman and her Son, Fear ſhall not be 
Heir with Faith: For, tha” it be a good Servant, tis an il! 
Maſter. For Fear to predominate Faith, is for Servants t 
ride, while Princes walk on the Earth, which is an Errouy 
the Earth cannot bear (q). Believers (eſpecially ſuch as know 
themſelves ſo to be) receive not the Spirit of Bondage again ty 
fear (r) : They are acted: Now by another Principle, as a 
Horſe that is throughly broke and well wayed, is better ma- 
naged by a gentle Hand, than a biting Curb. Faith works 
Love, it is not henceforth the Fear of Wrath, but the Senſe 
| of Chrilt's Love in delivering from Wrath, that both curbs 
| the unregenerate part, and carries to higher acts of Obedi- 
, ence than Fear is capable of, altho' at times, all ſorts of 
ü Moti ves may be needſul to keep us going, and the Lord for 
Exerciſe of our Graces, and other holy Ends, may let the 
| dieareſt of his Children long conflict with their Fears, under 
| which he yet ſupports them, and brings them forth like 
Gold, at laſt. See Ethan's complaint, and the cloſe he 
makes, in the 89th Pſalm : See alſo, that excellent Treatiſe, 
A Child of Light,ualking in Darkneſs, &. 5 
There be two ſorts of Fear; of God, and of the Creature. 
Creature-Fear Believers are ſtill called from, and with good 
Reaſon, as ye will tind after. Godly Fear is quite another 
thing, it's a Grace of the largeſt import ; no ſaving Grace, 
bur, this Fear is put for it, or joyned with it; which Junc- 
ture ſhews its Import in that place. Tis ſometimes put for 
Faith, Gen. 22. 12. with Heb. 11. 17. ſometimes for Love, | 
Pſal, 130. 4. with Luke 7.47. For Reverence alſo, Pſal. 89. 
7. Levit. 19. 3. Heb. 12. 28. For Vigilance and Circumſpedti- 
on, 2 Cor. 7. 11. For Subjection, or Obſervance, Mal. 1. 6. 
 Hilineſs alſo is coupled with Fear, 2 Cor. 7. 1. So is Meek 
neſs, 1 Pet. 3. 15. So alſo is Knowledge, H/iſdom, and good 
Underſtauding, Prov. 1.7. Pſ. 111. 12. Sometimes the whole 
of religious Vorthip is intended by it, Fudges 6. 10. iq 8. 
13. Fob 1. I. and 8. This fear ariſeth from the fight of 
Sod'Holineſs, Greatneſs, juſt Severity againſt Sin, with the 
i Freeneſs of hisGrace,Surenels of thy Eco wma Fulneſs that 
| is in Chriſt, and our Intereſt in Him, wherewith that (laviſh 
fear of Hell will not conſiſt. On this Account, the [Lord 
our God] is ſaid to be a | fearful Name) Dent. 28. 58. 1. e. 


— (401 Eccleſ. 10. 5, 7. with Proverbs 30. 21, 22. (r) Rom, 8. 8 
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of” Perſeverance. 275 
Is the only Object worthy of our Faith, Love, Reverence, 
and religious Worſhip: And according to this Senſe of the 
Word, Blelſed is the Man that fear eth always. But, touch- 
ing the Fear of Hell, as ſuppoſed the beſt Curb to Sin, and 
Promoter of Perſeverance, it ought to be rejected. How far 
it may influence an unregenerate Perſon, as a Curb to his 
Luſts, is not the Queſtion here; but if Saul and Judas ran 
| headlong to Hell, with this Bit in their Mouths ; then the 
ſharpeſt Bit is not the moſt Effettual Curb. Arguments a- 
gainſt it are obvious; 1. That by which God purifies the 


Heart, and whereby Believers are ſtrengthened to a Concur- 


rence with him in that Work, is ſurely the propereſt Cu bto. 
Sin: That allo which weakens,and tends to deſtroy the Root, 
muſt needs be more Effectual than That which only hinders 
| ſome Pg of it jo. But, all this is done by Faith; this 
| lays theAx to the Root: By Faith God purifies the Heart (H. 
and every One that hath this Hope, purifieth himſelf as he is 
pcs (t). There's no ſuch Vertue aſcrib'd to the Fear of 


ell, but plainly, the Spirit of Fear is oppos'd to the Spirit 


of Love, of Faith, and of a Sound Mind (u). 2. That which 


has the place of an Eud in Chriſt's delivering from Enemies, 


can be no let to Perſeverance : But, That we might ſerve 
| God | without fear | has the place of an End in that Deli- 
verance (x). 3. That which the Scripture holds forth as 
| an help to Perſeverance, cannot be an hindrance to it; but, 
| the Scripture holds forth Faith and Confidence in God, as a 
Principal help to Perſeverance 2 
the unregenerate Part, cannot be ſaid to Curb it: But, This 
does the fear of Wrath, when the Commandment came, Sin 
| revived (2), i. e. it took occaſion by the Law's reſtraint, 
| for the ſtronger reſurgency againſt it; and ſo, the Law work- 
eh Wrath (a), as a Torrent ſtopp'd in its Courſe grows 


more impetuous: Cain was an inltance of this (); and e- 


ven Paul in his unregeneracy (c): When throughly convin- 


ced of Sin, if Grace ſtep not in as its Guardian, the Soul's 


undone, That Scripture Matt. 10. 28. gives the Objection 
no Countenance; The Fear there intended, is that which 


hath Faith and Love in it: Fear not them which kill 


| the Body, but fear him that is able to deſtroy the Soul and 


60 As 15.9. (t) 1 John 3. 3. (u) 2 Tim. 1. 7. (x) Luke 
8 74 75. (y) Romans 6. 12, 14. Heb, 3. 14. chap. 10. 35. (2) 
"0m, 7. 9. (a) Chap. 4. 15. (b) Cen. 4. 5. (c) Rom. 7. 10. 11. 
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276 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Body in Hell. The two Objects of Fear he puts in the Bal. 
lance; to ſhew how little reaſon we have to balk our Duty 
for fear of Men, whoſe Power can but reach to a bodily 
Death; and how much more to fear him that has the Keys 
of Death and of Hell; that is, who hath Power to caſt 
into Hell, might juſtly have done it, and yet hath ſaved u: 
from it: And this Fear is Love; as is evident by Mat. 10. 
37, where ſpeaking of the ſame thing, (viz. cleaving to 
Chriſt, parting with all for him) *tis exprelſly called Love, 
he that loveth Father or Mother more than me, is, not wor- 
#hy F me. And, for ought that appears to the contrary, it 
might be the fear of Hell that made the ſlothful Servant to 
hide his Talent; I knew thee that thou art an hard Man, 

aud | I was afraid]; and went and hid thy Talent in the Earth 
(d). Tisalſo to be obſerv'd, that before the Great Tribu- 
nal, the [ Fearful and Unbelieving] ſtand linked together (e) 
But whatever influence the fear of Hell may have upon Per- 

ſons Unregenerate, as a Curb to their Lufts 3 the Doctrine of 

Perſeverance deprives not of it; for this concerns only Be. 
levers. „„ : EY 

The Objection is further excepted againſt;  _ 
I. Becauſe it puts an [dignity on the Wiſdom of God, as 
if he had taken from Believers ſome expedient help to ber- 
feverance, by giving them Abſolute Promiſes ; whereas, we 
mould rather ſuſpect our own Underſtandings, and renounce 

thoſe Opinions, which neceſſitate ſuch unnatural Deducti- 

ons ito ſupport them: For, do but ſeparate the Promiſes 
from their Abſoluteneſs, and their Strength is gone; they 


ffeſb (F). The Lord knows that Believers have the molt dif- 
 ficult Work, and deepeſt Senſe of their own inſufficiency , 
and that nothing more weakens their Hands than doubting 
and fears. and for that very cauſe hath made his Promiſes Ab- 

tute. Thus he Armed abun to the Battle; there ſhall nut 
any Mau be able to ſtand before thee ull the Days of thy Life ; 
J will not leave thee nor forſake thee ; and thence draws him 
 anArgument, to be ſtz0ag and of a good Courage (g). Thus al- 
fo Samuel (in the place forementioned ;)- Wh | 
were greatly perplexed becauſe of God's Diſpleaſure towards 

a0 
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d) Metth. 25. 24, 25. (e) Rev. 21. 8. (f) Rom. 8. 3. 
Joſb. 1. br 6. 3 ee : N e 
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would prove as the Law, Weak through the weakneſs of tie 


en the People 
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them; to confirm them in their Duty, hecomforts them a- 1. 
gainſt their Fears; Fear not, ye have done all this Mickedueſs, 
yet turn not aſide from following the Lord (h). And what's the 
ſtrong reaſon by which he fixes them? For, the Lord will 

ot] forſake his People (i). Paul likewiſe exhorting Believers 
to that great Duty of keeping down Sin, that it might not 
Reign; becauſe the ſharpneſs and heat of the Conflict might 
otherwiſe make them recoil; he gives them, - as an high 
Cordial, Aſſurance of Victory; tells them expreſly, that Sin 
Hall not) have Dominion over them (. Of the ſame Mind 
were Peter and John; the one directs to give all Diligence 
to make our Calling and Election Surez] and this, as a Prin- 
cipal Means to keep us from falling (I): and the other makes 
it the very ſcope of his whole Epiltle, that Believers might 
[know they have Eternal Life, and that they might (go oni 
believing (m). Which kind of Arguments had been very im- 
proper and unduly applied, if giving them Aſſurance touch- 
ing the Event, had not been a ſtrengthening of them in 
their Duty, and much more, if it would have proved an m- 
HRC TREES oo inn ne rh ir ne 
2. Let Fear be conſider'd in its ordinary and natural Ef- 
fects; and *twill eaſily appear, that nothing is leſs pleaſing 
to God, or more unapt for the Service of Perſeverance. As 
a Man's Principle is, ſuch will be his Obedience, ſlaviſh Ob- 
lervance is the beſt that (laviſh Fear can produce; which is 
no way acceptable to an ingenious Spirit: God loves a cheer- 
ful Giver, not Samaritan worſhip, (for fear of Lions) (u). 
Such ſervice will alſo be weak and wavering : for, nothing 
ſo unſettles the Mind as Fear, it enervates the Soul, and 
takes away its Strength: Nabal's Heart died within him for 
fear (o); And the Soldiers that kept the Sepulchre, were as 
dead Men for fear (p): The Obedience, therefore, which 
comes from thence, can be but a dead Obedience, the E/ 
ect cannot riſe higher than the Cauſe. Pharaoh let Iſrael go, 
| becauſe of the Plagues , which being a little removed, he re- 
pents his Obedience, and chides himſelf for it (%): And 
thoſe Hypocrites, though fearfulneſs had ſurprized them, 
remain'd Hypocrites {till (7) This Fear will alſo conſiſt 


S 
— — 


5 (h) 1 Sam. 12. 20. (i) Fer. 22. (k) Rom. 6. 14 (1) 2 Pet, 
1.10. (m) 1 John 5. 13. (n) 2 Kings 17 25. (0) 1 Sam. 25.37. 
(Pp) Marth. 28.4. (d) Exod. 14.5. (r) Ja. 33. 14. bog 
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278 A Practical Diſchurſe 
Vith the greateſt Impieties: Thoſe very Samaritans wh; d 
thats — 5 the Lord, did alſo worfhip their graven L Ii 
4. Fear puts upon uſing unlawful Means: Iſaac to deny 
his Wife (:); David to Lye, and feign himſelf Mad (); 
Peter, and other holy Men, to diſſemble (x). It ſends Men 
to Egypt for help, as it did the Jews ()); yea, to Hell, as jt 

did Saul (a). Therefore, both Yatan and wicked Men, ate 
{till endeavouring to put God's People in fear, as they would 
Nehemiah, whereby his Work had ceaſed (a). And Satay 
ſtood at Joſbua's right Hand to reſiſt him, i. e. to accuſe 
him; and ſo to put him in fear, becauſe of his filthy Gar 
ments, thereby to diſcourage him in the Work of his 
Office (b). oy Mp Fg 
4. Let Fear be compared with its contrary, which is Faith, 
1 This removes the Mountain, while Fear fixes it, yea, makes 
it ſeem to be, where no ſuch thing is. Fear made the un- 
believing Spies to bring up an evil Report of the good Land, 
and to fancy Impoſſibilities of obtaining it (c): Faith made | 
Caleb and Joſbua magnanimous; Let us go up at once (lay 
they) and FRE it, for we are well able to overcome it (d); yea, 
they ſhall be Bread for us (e). Theſe two, who feared no 
Miſcarriage under an abſolute Promiſe, were carried in; all 
that doubted were ſhut out · Peter, while confident, walked 
on the Waves; when he began to doubt, he began to fink (J). 
It was Fuith made thoſe Worthies valiant to 4 ht, enabled 
one to chaſe a thouſand (g) ; when Fear cau 4 a thouſand 
to flee at the Rebuke of one, yea, at the ſhaking of a Leaf (V. 
An Handful of Obedience ſpringing from Fauh and Conf: 
dence in God, is more acceptable to him, than Sheafs and 
Loads ariſing from Fear of H/rath. If Paul, for fear of Hell, 
had given his Body to be burned, it had been nothing (i): 
But Faith and Love render ſmall things of value with God, 
even the Widow's Mite, and a Cup of cold Water. And 
*tis worthy of Remark, that when the Fruits of the Spirit 
are reckoned up, this Fear is not ſo much as named among 
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(s) 2 Kings 17. 41. (t) Gen. 26. 7. (1) 1 Sam. 21: 13. 
(x) Gal. 2. 12,13. (y) Iſa. 30. 2. Hoſea 7. 11. (2) 1 Sam. 28. 7. 
(a) Neb. 6. 13, 14, 19. (b) Zech. 3. 1. (c) Numb. 13. 31. 
(d) her. 30. (e) Ch. 14 9. (f) Maith. 14. 29, 30. (g) Foſhe 
23. 10. (h) Levit, 26, 36. (i) 1 Cr. 13. 3 | 5 
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them (E). And certain it is, that the more ſenſible and 
lively our Love is to God, the leſs will be our Fear of Hell, 
for Perfect Love caſts out Fear, TE | 
5. If Fear were ſuch an effectual Curb to Sin, or help to 
Perſeverance, there would not be ſuch Promiſes of deliver- 
ing God's People from their Fears, nor would they ſo ;af- 
ſectionately bleſs God for their being delivered, nor ſo reſo- 
Jutely ſet themſelves againſt it; neither would there be ſa 
may — and Injunctions laid upon them, not to 
be afraid. Be, 5 
(I.) For Commands againſt Fear. Fear not thou, O m 
Servant Jacob, —for 1 will ſave thee : Fear thou not, will 
correct thee in wy 50s (J, 7. e. meetly and preportionably, 
according to the Scope of my Covenant, which is to ſave 
thee. The Lord would not have us think ourſelves in 
danger of being caſhier'd, when we are chaſtened ; which 
ſeems the import of that in Iſaiah, I have choſen thee, and 
not caſt thee away; fear thou not (m. So, to the Hebrews, 
Caſt not away your Confidence (n): And Chriſt to his Diſci- 
ples, Let not your Heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (o): 
agony brings ſuch Perturbation of Mind as Fear.) And, 
ear nit, little Flock; (why ?) It is your Father's goed Plea 
ure to give you the Kingdom (p). Innumerable are the In- 
junctions laid upon God's People againſt Fear, Ja. 35. 4. 
Ch. 43. 5. Ch. 44. 2. Jer. 30. 10, Joel 2.21. Zeph. 3. 16. 
Hag. 2. 5. Zach. 8. 13, 15. Matth. 10. 28. Acis 27. 24. 
Rev. 1.17, &c. Therefore Freedom from this Fear is no 
Impediment to Petſeverance. CO ET 
(2.) Promiſes of delivering from Fears. Jacob ſhall be in 
quiet, and none ball make him afraid (q): He ſhall nit be 
afraid of evil Tidings (r) : He fhall be quiet from fear of E- 
vil (). The Promiſe is not made to Fear and Fainting, 
but to Faith and Confidence; Be of good Courage and he jball 
ſtrengthen thy Heart (t). If it had been the Mind of Chriſt, 
that Believers ſhould ſtill be under this Fear, he would not 
have told them, They aie paſſed from Death to Life, aud ſball 
not come into Condemnation (u): That they ſhall fit upon 
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10. (n) Heb. 10. 35. (o) Jobn 14. 27. (p) Luke 12. 32. 
(q) Jer. 30. 10. (r) Pſal. 112. 7. (5) Prov. 1. 33. (t) Pſal. 
2). 14. (u) John 3. 24 —— 
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IThrones (x) : That their Inheritance is reſerved in Hauben 
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for them, and they kept for it; and that by the mighty Por; 


en (y). The Reſult of all which is, That having the 


omi ſes, we ſhould cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of Eleh 

and Spirit; poſer Holineſs in the Fear of God (⁊). 
(33 Examples of Chriſtian Reſolution, Not to fear. Tea, 

tho I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, Ini! 


= none Evil (a). Iſa. 50. 7. Therefore Yar is, becauſe the 


rd God hath promiſed to help him; therefore) have Ie 
my Face as a Flint, and I know that I ſhall not be confounded, 
Pf. 56. 4. I will not fear what Fleſh can do unto me. And 


Bf. 49. 5. Wherefore ſhould I fear in the Days of Evil, when 


the Iniquity of my Heels ſhall compaſs me about? Theſe, if any 


thing, ſhould have put him in fear; but his Faith reſolves 


againſt it, according to Ja. 12. 2. Iwill truſt, and not be 
afraid, i. e. He would not willingly admit the leaſt Mixture 
of Fear with his Faith; and — Reaſon for it, ſince thz 
Joy f the Lord was his Strength (b. 

© (4) Inflances of 'Thankfulneſs for Deliverance from Fears, 
0 mage the Lord with me, and let us exalt his Name toge- 
ther. (But what's the occaſion of this joyful Triumph 1 
fought the Lord and he heard me, and | delivered me from all 
my Fears] (c): And therefore will I ＋ in his Tabernacle 
Sacrifices of Foy ; and the Reaſon of it was, 'That God 
would hide him in his own Pavilion (d); that is, He would 


ſecure him from Danger, and ſet him up above his Fears: 


Which he could not, with any good Reaſon, have rejoyced 
in ; nor have prayed that God would reſtore him to the Jos 
F his Salvation, if the Dread of Eternal Fire had been ſo 


good a Friend to Perſeverance. Scriptures might be multi- 


plied : But, beſides theſe, it is evident in Experience, that 
nothing ſo elevates the Spirit and Courage of a Man in great 


Undertakings, as Aſſurance of Succeſs : But while he is wa 


vering, and doubtful how he ſhall ſpeed, eſpecially while he 
meditates Terrours, and of them the dreadfulleſt, his Hands 


are infeebled, nor has he his Wits about him (as we uſe to 


ſpeak) to diſcern and improve them as otherwiſe he might. 


That which tends really ro make a Man fledfaſt, unm, ves 


a 
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(x) Mat. 19. 28. (y) 1 Pet. 1. 4,5. (z) 2 Cor. 7,1. (a) Pſalm 


able, 


#1e, and always to abound in the Work of the Lord, is not 
the Fear of miſcarrying, and loſing all at laſt ; but Faith, 
and a certain Knowledge that his Labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 8 
Obj. 1 a Man once believing cannot loſe his Faith ; Why 
is it ſaid, Let him that ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall? And 
Jock to yourſelves, that we loſe not the things we have wrought? 
If no Poſfubility of lofing, what need ſuch Cautions, aud ſo 
great .. 
Anſu. The Maker of this Objection hath elſewhere pratit« 
ed, that the obtaining of Canaan was ſure to Abrabam's 
| Seed, fo as their Unworthineſs could not deprive them of 
it: And yet we find, their Induction and actual Poſſeſſion 
oked (afterwards) with as many Conditions, Cautions and 
Limitations. as the Promiſe of Salvation to Believers, any 
where is; and yet, nevertheleſs certain, But for more par- 
ticular Anſwer, J%% ↄ— ISL? 2 al 
x, That a righteous Man may fal, 1s evident; ard as evi- 
dent it is, That he cannot fall finally: For tho? he falls ſeven 
Times in a Day, as often does he riſe again (9, and this, 
becauſe the Lord upholdeth him with his Hand (/). And a- 
ain, The Lord upholdeth all that fall (g); i. é. Either he 
ays them when they are falling, or ſo orders and limits the 
Matter, that they fall not into Miſchief, as others do, and 
to be ſure he'll ſet them on their Feet again: The Abſolute 
Promiſe cannot be null'd or made uncertain by cautionary 
Words elſewhere delivered. It cannot therefore be meant 
of a total and final Falling-away, which the Scripture Curs 
um . agent. oo hen 
2. There are Conſiderations of great Weight to make 
| Believers take heed of Falling, without ſuppoſing their final 
Apoſtacy, (2s the Danger of breaking a Man's Bones, is 
Ground ſufficient for Caution, tho? ſure that his Neck ſhall 
be ſafe ;) the Diſnhonour done unto his Father; the Shame 
that is put upon Chriſt 3 grieving the Comforter 3 ſcanda- 
| lizing the good Ways of God ; ſtumbling the Weak ; 
ſtrengthening the Wicked; the unfitting of him for his 
Duty; interrupting his Peace and Communion with God, 
Cc. Every of which will weigh deep with a Soul that is 
born of God. . 
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(e) Prov. 24. 16. (f) Pſalm 37. 24. 74 Pſalm 145.14. | 
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3. The Lord does ordinarily bring about his Purpoſes by 
Means; Of which Cautions are a part; and by which, as 
a Means, he keeps oft the Evil caution'd againſt, In the 
1 John 2. 28. the Apoſtle exhorts them to abide in Chriſt 
whom certain Profeſſors had relinquiſh'd, v. 19. And az 
' purpoſely intending to obviate this Objection, he tells them, 
That they [hall abide in him, v. 27. whereby he ſtrengthens 

them to their Dut ). ING. | 
For the other Place objected, (viz. Look 20 yourſelves, that 
we loſe not the things we have wrought ;) it is one thing to 
loſe tor a Time the Senſe and Comfort of our State, as Da. 
vid, Heman, and others did; and another thing to loſe the 
State itfelf ; which a Believer fhall never do, as is ſhewn be- 
fore. Of much like Import is that in 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7,8, g 
Verſes ; where he exhorts them to give all Diligence, to add 
one Grace to another: And to help them in their Work, he 
tells them, 1. What Advantages they ſhall have by their fo 
doing; They ſball not be unfruitful in the 2 of Jeſus 
Chriſt, i. e. It ſhall evidence to them that the Knowledge 
fre have is a real Knowledge; which cannot be known 

rom that which is formal only, but by ſuch an Effect. 

That alſo by this Means it ſhall be encreaſed; the uſing of 
things well, and to their proper End, being the readieſt Way 
to their Improvement, according to John 7. 17. He that 
will do my Will, ſhall know Ml my Doctrine. 2. He then ſets 
before them the Loſs they ſhall have in caſe of neglect, The) 
will become blind, unable to ſee afar off, and forget that they 
were purged from their old Sins: Remiſneſs will bring Obſcu- 
rity: That which was clear before, will nom become clouded, 
and be as if it were not: It may ſeem to them, that 22 
are ſhort of that Reſt, which yet is ſure to them; and ſo 
they'll be put to begin their Work anew : Whereas, if th 
do theſe things, they ſball never fall, i. e. They ſhall not fal 
from their Comaſtnrſs, nor loſe that clear Sight and Aſſu- 
rance which they now have, touching their good Eſtate, 
vix. as being Partakers of the Divine Nature, and purged 
from their old Sins; which thoſe Neglects might put out 
of their Sight; and ſo loſe them the Senſe and Comfort of 

what they had wrought. „ | 
Obj. We read in John 6. 66. that many of Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples forſook him: In "Timothy, of ſome, who, as concerning 
the Faith, had made Shipwrack: And of Simon Mages 
100 


$ 


+ of Perſewergpee: 2833 ñ 
uh oxre believed, and was aſteruardi found in the Bond of 
e T 
elt j 2 The Objection has an Anſwer ſufficient made re- 
dy e in 1 John 2. 19. They went out from 1, be- 
cauſe they were not of un. For, 4 they had been of us, they 
would no doubt] hade continued with 13, Seeming Faith 
may realy be loſt, 28 theirs was; and Real Faith may ſeem- 
ingly be loſt, as was the Apoſtle's, Luke 24. 21, Seeming 
| 2 h is loſt really, becauſe it was but Seeming; Real Faith 
Cannot be loſt, becauſe it is Real. Vet we ſhall find, that 
That which is but ſeeming, is frequently calbd by the Name 
of that it ſeems to be; as in Matth. 13. 12. it is ſaid, That 
which he [4 59 THbs 8. 18. (ſpeaking of the ſame thing) 
it is rendred, hat which he ſeemeth to have : So thoſe who 
forfook*Chrift, they were Diſciples but in /bew ; they never 
believed in truth; as appears by John 6. 64. Jeſus knew 
from the. Beginning, who they were that believed not: And 
this (vix. becauſe it was but a ſeemi At they had) he 
gives as the Reaſon of their now forſaking him. And for 
Simon Magis, the Anſwer is as clear concerning him: 
Where let us 0 oa ot Borg als heats 
1. That a Man may be ſaid to believe, and yet not be a 
Believer $ as 4 tee Man To Sin, and yet not be a Sin- 
ner, 1 John 5. 18. To be a Believer, is to be thorow-paced 
in Faith, to believe all that is to be believed, and to have the 
Heart united to it: Thus Simon believed not; and if he had, 
1 have thought the Holy Ghoſt vetidible for 
Money. LISLE 3 55 
2. His Faith ſeems to be only fuch a Belief concerning 
Philip, as the Samaritans lately had concerning Simon, vi. 
That he was the great Power of God. For finding himſelf 
overmatch'd by Philip, who caſt out the Spirits which he, 
perhaps, had poſſeſſed them with, he could not now but 
give the Precedeticy to Philip, as having a greater Power 
than himſelf ; aand therefore, he continued with Philip, 


# 


ö 
' 
1 


wondring at what he did. 
3. Simon's Believing ſeems to be ho more than an out- 
ward Profeſſional Faith, taken up for By-Reſpects, to pre- 
ſerve his Intereſt and Repute among the People, who now 
began to fall from him, and to follow Philip; whoſe Dilciple 
he himlelf will profefs to be, rather than to be quite caſhier d. 
Beſides, this Profeſſion of his, might (in his Coticeir) be 2 
a eee e 5 Step 
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1y Ghoſt ; which tho 
'rit (e.) Now Simon Magus was no more a true Believer, 
than thoſe true Prophets; nor his Faith any more of the right 
Kind, than their Predictions true Prophecies. We alſo find 


when others, of as glorious out- ſides ma 


(e) 2 Kings 17. 32, 34. (f) 2 Tim, 2. 19. 
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Step towards purchaſing the gift of the Holy GH, which if 


wa 


he could obtain, he had been again in as good a Condition, 


both for Reputation and Profit as before. 


* 


If any ſhall ſay, we read not of this Diſtinction of Faith, ö 
into true and falſe : I anſwer, the Scripture frequently ſpeaks 


of Perſons and Things, according to Vulgar Eſteem, or what 
they profeſs'd themſelves to be; Ahax is ſaid to Sacrifice to 
the God's of Damalcus thut ſmote him (a); and yet neither 


were they Gods, nor did they (mite him: But *tis ſpoke ac- 


- cording to his own ſuperſtitiousOpinionof them. So thoſe four 


hundred Men, who propheſied before Ahab, they are cal- 


led Prophets (b) 3 not that they were ſo indeed, but becauſe 
they ſo profeſſed themſelves; or becauſe fo reputed by Ahab 


and the People. A 2 8 is one that is inſpired by the Ho- 
e Men were not, but by a lying Spi- 


that the Scripture makes the Coming fo. paſs of the Thing 
fore told, to be the Evidence of a true Prophet: According 


to which Rule, Perſeverance to Salvation muſt demonſtrate 


the Truth of Faith; and whereſcever this follows not, there 


Faith was but pretended ; they profeſs to know God, but in 
Works deny him (d) As of the Samaritans before mention- 
ed, it is ſaid, they feared the Lord; and preſently after, that 
they feared * the Lord (e): They feared him in /hew, but 
not in truth. e . A 


The Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure ; having this Seal, 
the Lord knoweth them that are his (F). He brings it in to 
comfort Believers, touching the Sree of their p 

ke Shipwrack of the 
Faith : It ſtands ſure, becauſe the Lord knoweth them that are 
his; he knows whom he hath Choſen ; For whom he hath re- 
ceived the Attonement ; whom he hath. called, and cauſed 10 
take hold of his Covenant : And theſe ſhall furely be kept, not- 
withſtanding the woful backſlidings of others. PE 
Obj. one that believes uct Now, may have Faith here- 
alter; then one that is Now a Believer, may loſe his Faith; 
and turn Apoſtate. 5 


(a) 2 Chron, 28. 23. (b) i Kin 


gs 22.6. (c) Yer, 22, (de Iii. 1. 16. 
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 Anſw. It follows not, That becauſe Chriſt can bind Sa- 
tan, and caſt him out; therefore Satan can do ſo by Chriſt. 
He can come into the Devil's Nurſery, when he will; take 
a Crab- ſtock and tranſplant it, and graft it with a Noble 
Cyon : But Satan cannot come into God's Vineyard, ((which 
is a Garden encloſed) and take thence what he pleaſeth. One 
who is now dead in Sin, may be quickened; but being once 
alive, can die no more: It is Chriſt's own Aſſertion, he 
that Ii veth, and believeth in me, ſhall never die, John 11.26. 
Which cannot be meant of any other but a Spiritual Death, 
which is all one with loſing his Faith. _ 
Obj. A Righiteous Man may turn away from his Righteouſ- 
meſs; and that ſo, that he ſhall die for it, Ezek. 18. 24. 
- ' Anſ. There's a two-fold Righteouſneſs, 1. Moral; ſuch 
as Paul had before his Converſion ; this. a Man may con- 
tinue in to the laſt, and yet not be ſaved. 2. There is a 
Goſpel Righteouſneſs; (I.) Inputed; This is the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, by which we are juſtified. (2.) Iafuſed; this 
is the Divine Nature communicated by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
whereby we are ſanctified. Theſe two goinſeparably,and can 
never be loſt. But the Righteouſneſs ſpoken of in the Place 
objected, ſeems to be of the former fort; viz. Moral or 
Outward Righteouſneſs; For, Outward Canformity to the 
Law was the Condition of their poſſeſſing the Land of 
Canaan, with long Life and Proſperity in it. This (it re- 
tain'd) gave them a legal Right to thoſe Promiſes; If they 
turn'd from it, they ran into a Forfeiture : And loſe it they 
might, for they had no Promiſe that they ſhould abide in it. 
1 the New . un; * That, as 75 e 
y comparing Jer. 3 1. 31, 33. with Chap. 3 2. 40. But if any 
will yet = he 3 Man . of in that 18. 
of Ezek. to be meant of a true Believer; there is (I hope) 
in the Anſwers foregoing ſufficient to ſolve it. © 
But ſuppoſe a Believer be taken away in higSin, (as per- 
haps, Joſiah was) and hath not Time to Repent of it ? 1. It 
cannot be proved that this was the Cale with Fofrah : He 
had Time ſufficient between his Wounding and his Death; 
as is evident by the Story, 20%. 35.23, 24. But, 2. There 
was That in him that would have Repented ; and God rec- 
kons of a Man according to what he 1rc/d Do. It being in 
David's Heart to build Him an Houſe, it wras adcepted as 
if he had done it. The Root of the Matter is in every Re- 
Oo : j LL 
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your holding out to the End of your Race. 
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generate Perſon, which if it had Time would put forth. ix 
ſelf in Fruits: And therefore they ſhall not be dealt with as 
barren Trees, which have not that Subſtance in tem. 
Obj. The Promiſe of Perſeverance is not made to Faith, that 
That ſhall not fail 3 but in reference to the favour of God, vir, 
That if Men go on to Believe, they ſhall abide in his Love. 
Anſ. Thus to give the Senſe of the Promile, is to enervate 
it, and make it ſpeak but according to the Covenant of 
Works: It bereaves it wholly of that Berternejs the Scrip- 
ture aſcribes to it in Heb. 8. 6, 10. It alſo renders the Pro- 
miſe as ſpeaking fallaciouſly; making ſhew of That it intend; 
not: It would be as if he had ſaid, Ybu ſhall keep the Fa- 
vour of God, if you do not Hoſe: it. Beſides, Faith is the 
Seul's coming to God; Unbelief, its departing ſrom him: 
The Promiſe, therefore, that ſecures againſt departing from 
God, ſecures your Continuance in believing : He that un- 
dertakes you ſhall be Crowned, doth virtually undertake for 


* 1 
. 


36 of Ezek. and 32 of Jeremy, touching Men's not departing 


Jrom God, reſtrain them to the Jewiſh Nation, and to the 
N mere 


Anſ. To this I ſhall only ſay, That altho* ſome particular 
Times and Perſons are more immediately concerned in the 
Fromiſes of the Old Teſtament (eſpetially ſuch as refer to 
Temporal Things) yet is there not one Promiſe, but, in the 
Spirituality of it, belongs to every one that belongs to Chrilt; 
that is, Jetus in Spirit. No Scripture is of private Inter pre- 
tation; and therefore not to be confin'd to thoſe particular 
Times or Perſons, when and to whom they were delivered: 
They were written for the Uſe of All (g); And we find 
them accordingly apply*d in the New Teſtament. The Pro- 
miſe made tay Joſhua touching the Succeſs of his Warfare in 
Canaan, is by the Apoſtle applied to'Believers in geneal, as 
an Argument againſt over-much Carefulneſs in a Married 
Eſtate, and for Contentedneſs with our preſent Condition 


(h). So likewiſe, the Propheſy of {ſaiah, touching, the 


Hypocrites of his Time, is by Chriſt apply'd to the Pha 
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(8) 1 Cor, 10. 11. 5 (h) Joſh, I, 3. : with Heh, 13. 3. 44 2 
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riſes (i) > And the Promiſes made to the Fews, in Iſa. 54. 
13. are applied to the Gentiles, in John 6. 47. 
Obj. The Doctrine f Abſolute Perſeverance, lays the Reins 
of Security on the Neck of the Fleſh, and of the old Man in 

Weg iS N A e Left 

Anſ. For Anſwer, 1. This Objection is (in effect) the 
fame with the firſt , only it ſpeaks broader which ſhews, 
that the farther Men go in oppoſing the Truth, the worſe 
Language they give it. That many who disbelieve the Doc- 
trine of Perſeverance, have given the Fleſh its fall Range 
and Liberty, needs no Proof : But, that any Believer hath 
made that impious uſe of it, will never be made out. 2. The 
Objection deſerves no Quarter, becauſe it highly reproaches 
the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God, as if for a Fiſh; he 
had given his People a Scorpion, for ſo *twould be, if his 
giving them Abſolute Promiſes, would prove an indulgence 
to the Fleſh. 3. It alſo contradictsthe known and conſtant 
Way of Holy Men's Arguing and Inferring- from Abſolute 
Promiſes, and the higheſt Aſſurance: See a few Inftances of 
this: her Chriſt our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear 
with him in Glory: The Reſult of it is, Mortify | there ond 


your Members which are upon the Earth (k). Again, [we kn 
that when he ſball appear, we ſhall be like him : And what is 
the fruit of this Knowledge? Every Man that hath this 
5 * in him, puri fieth himſelf even as he w pure (l.) The like 
ye have in the Corinths : For ue nom] that if our Earthly 
Hou ſe of this Tabernacle were diſſokved, we have a building 
f God, an Houfe not made with hands, Eternal in the Hea- 
vens; now ſee the Effect of this Aſſurance ; | wherefore] we 
labour, that whether preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of 


bim (m). In the next Chapter he repeats the Sum of the new 


Covenant; I wil] be a Father into jou, and ye fhall be my Sens 
and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Alnighty ( : Obſerve now 
the Uſe he makes of it; (and all Believers have the ſame 


Mind) having therefore theſe Promiſes, (abſolute Promiſes) fee | 


us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of Flejh' and Spirit, pe- 
fect ing Holineſs in the Fear of God (o). J.b (knew | that his 
Redeemer lived, and that he ſhould live with him; and yet 
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„% J. 29. 13. with Marth. 15. 7. 8. (k) Ol. 3. 4, f. 
(1) 1 John 3. 2, 32 (m) 2 Cor. 4, 5z $9 (n) 2 Cor. 6. 18. 
(0) Chap. 7. 1. | ON | 
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as to Holineſs and Integrity, not a Man like Job in all the 
Earth. And that Holy Man Aſaph was fully Auen of Per- 
ſevering infallibly 3 thor ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, and 
1 receive me to Glory 00 This did not looſen the 

eins, but made him cleave cloſer to God, renouncing all 
but him and his Service; whom have I Heaven but thee? And 
jt is good forme to draw nigh to God 2 The like Frame of 
Spirit we find in David, | Surely] Goodneſs and Mercy (hall 
follow me all the days of my Life : His Reſult alſo is, I will 
duell in the 12 of (Fad for ever (r). And, that theſe were 
not temporary Fits and Flaſhes, but from a ſettled Principle 
is further apparent by his Manner of Reaſoning 3 in Time 
Trouble he ſhall hide me in his Pavilion (no ſafer place on 
Earth nor in Heaven) and nom ſhall my bead be lifted up a- 
be de wine Enemies round about me (). But what follows up- 
on this mounted Aſſurance d Soul, take thy eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry? O! no, but [therefore] will I offer Saci- 
fices of Joy; I will fing, = I will fing praiſes unto the Lord 
(t)! He was now upon his high places, out of the reach of 
danger ; but did not grow remiſs upon it, reſtrain Prayer, 
and give over calling upon God; but falls the more fervent- 
ly upon that which ſhall be the Upſhot of all in Heaven: 
He would rather have been Remiſs without this Aſſurance, 
as himſelf preſently acknowledgeth, I had fainted, unleſs J 
had believed to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the 
living (u). So Paul's aſſurance of obtaining what he run for, 
was a mighty ſtrengthening to him in his Race: Who ſo 
Crucified to the World as Paul ? So abundant in all kind of 
Service, or more ready to die for Chriſt; than he? Who 
yet had the fulleſt Aſſurance of holding out, and of receiving 
the Crown of righteouſneſs at laſt; And, that nothing 
{hould ſeparate him from it. By theſe ye may gather, That 
Belieyers are of a Nobler Extract, than to love God tbe leſs, 
| becauſe he loves them ſo much, and that tis no trivial Slan- 
der to inſinuate, that Believers, (eſpecially ſuch as have al- 
ſurance,) are moſt expoſed and given to back(liding: Which 
is, ſure, an unnatural conſequent of their being ſea/ed to the 
day of Redemption.” Such Objections do alfo argue the Au- 
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thors of them not well acquainted with the goodly Ways of 
God, nor with that ſpiritual obliging Sweetnels that is found 
in them: Which any One, who hath taſted thereof in truth, 
would not turn from, altho' his future Happineſs were not 
concern'd in it. Nor do they conſider the Frame and Nature 
of the New Creature, which hath ſpiritual Senſes, fitted to 
diſcern what makes for its own Preſervation,and what againſt 
it. Had you fifteen years added to your Life, and a certainty 
of it; Would you therefore forſake your Food, and diſuſe 
the ordinary Means of preſerving Life? The Jews had an 
abſolute Promiſe, That God would ſave Feruſalem from 
the King of AHHria, who then beſieged it: Did they ſet open 
their Gates, and draw oft their Guards upon it? Senſe and 
| Reaſon would teach them Otherwiſe, which Grace does not 
deſtroy, but perfect. It's a ſpark of that Heavenly Fire, 
which cannot live out of its Element, nor canall the Waters 
under Heaven quench it. It's a participation of the Divine 
Nature, and ſo loves and hates, as the Father of it doth ; _ 
and it will cleave to Him in every State: If he ſave me alive, 
Tl ſerve him; If he kill me, I'll yet truſt in him; in life and 
in death, I will be the Lord's. This is the natural Diſpoſi- 
tion of the New Creature, it ſavours only the things which 
are of God: And the higher taſted they are by Aſſurance, 
the more is he Aloft, and above the lure of carnal Divertiſe- 
ments, not to be gavern'd or led by them. Therefore, let 
God be true, and his Prophets and Apoſtles be reckoned 
Jos faithful Witneſſes, and every one that ſpeaks otherwiſe 
a Liar, 5 
Ihe next thing in courſe is, to conſider what Improve- 
ment may be made of this Doctrine; which one would ſure- 
ly conclude, of very great Uſefulneſs, ſince the Scriptures 
are ſo greatly concern'd abont it. In General, it attords 


W matter of eminent Support to Believers; eſpecially in dijjz- 


cult Caſes : It alſo evinceth matter of Duty on the Believer's 
part; and from the Examples fore quoted, ſomething 
of Direction in reference to both; which I ſhall here put 

intermixedly. "= 
| Jifer. I. Stand ſtill, and behold the Salvation of the Lord! 
And at the ſight of this great thing, lay in your Hearts 
with an holy Aſtoniſhment, what hath God wrought ! Let 
your Souls be filled and inlarged with everlaſting admirings 
of that Grace (that Soveraign Grace) which has ſo impreg- 
| 5 | ny 
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nably ſecur'd the Salvation of his Choſen ; that no manner 
of thing, whether within them or without them, ſhall be 
able to defeat it, or hinder them of it; no not the Gates; 
Hell: - Nay, not ſo much as one of the Stakes thereof ſh1 
be removed, and that for ever. Shaken you may be, ang | 
toſs'd with a Tempeſt ; but not Overturn'd, becaule ye have 
an Eternal Root. Eletting Love is of that Soveraignty, that 
it Rules and Over-rules all, both in Heaven and Earth: 
Chrift Jeſus our Saviour and Lord; the Holy Ghoſt our Sanc- 
titier, Councellor, and Comforter ; in all they have done, 
do, or will do, do {till purſue that ſcope, All Ordinance, 
Providences, Temptations, Afflictions, and whatever can 
be named, (whether good or bad in it ſelf) Life, Death, 
Things preſent, and Things to come, are all made ſubſer- 
vient to the Decree of Election; and do all work together, 
to bring about its molt glorious Deſignment. If the Courſe 
and Conduct of Common Providences were lively Delinea- 
ted, it would yield an Illuſtrious Proſpect :*How much more 
the Conduct, Order, and End, of thoſe ſpecial Providences, 

which are proper to, and converſant about Election! When 
all the pieces thereof ſhall be brought together and ſer in 
order, how beautiful will it be! Angels and Men ſhall ſhout 
for the Glory of it! Then *twill be evident, God has done 

nothing in vain, or impertinent to your bleſſedneſs: That 
Whatever hath befallen you here (however contrary to your 
preſent Senſe and Opinion of it) was diſpenſed in very faith- 
fulneſs to you: That if any of thoſe manifold, and ſeeming- 
ly croſs Occurences, you have been exerciſed with, had 
been omitted, it would have been a Blank in your Story, a 
Blot in your *Scuthceon of Honour. When you ſhall ſee 
what Contrivances have been againſt you; what Art, Sub- 
tilty, Malice, and Power, they were agitated with, how 
unable 975 were of your ſelves, to foreſee, prevent, avoid, 
vr repel them, and how all the Attributes of God. and his 
Providences, each one in its Time and Place, (which was 
always moſt ſeaſonable) came in to your Reſcue, retorting 
on your Adverſaries, and ſafeguarding you; yea, how that 
which was Death in it ſelf, was made to work Life in you, 
how amiable and admirable will the Story of it he ! That 
when your Faith was weak, the Lord did not withdraw 
from you, that when it was at his height and ſtrength, he 
then did for you above all you could bdlieve or think, and 
PD 3 through 
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through an unſpeakable Frels,of Difficulties and Contra- 
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felf; How will you magnifie his Wor 


z and a 
Begin it Now. and 


mife it then! 
Infer. II. Let us ſtudy more the Knowledge and Con- 
tents of this great Truth of Believers Invinciblę Pe;ſeve- 
rancè; the Riſe, Progr eſs, and Tendency of Ie, and What 
Advantages it yields to us: Which are, indeed, many and 
very conſiderable. om ein dee 
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, 1. ds eis a patt of the Doctrine of Election, which 
teacheth, That nothing in us, but Grace and Loye in God, 


was the only Original Cauſe of our Salvation: The Know- 


KL. q 


ledge whereof, will work in the Soul an holy Ingenuity and 
Love towards 2 


we" +? 


anſwer'd right, when he ſaid, He that had moſt forgiven him, 


would love moſt; Luke 7. He, When e it follows, That he 
io 


who believes the free Remiſſion of all his Sins ftoln . firſt to 
laſt, muſt needs love God more than he who believes only 
the Pardon of thoſe that are paſt; and that ſo, as that they 
: "IV Y * 33 y444h as; . = SBC, 4. 8 3 

may all be charg d upon him again; Or if not, that yet be 
may poſſibly periſh for thoſe to come, perhaps in tfie laſt 


1 


ful, if dependent on his own natural Will). that and 
Repentance ſhall be his laſt Act. Now this Grate 6f Love 
being the ſtrongeſt and moſt operative Principle, He that is 
led by it muſt act accordingly ; that is, Vigoroufly, and 
without wearineſs, as Paul did. And . ſep Having re- 
8 4 r 4 298 n 1 M3 117 ( * TW. 
ceiv'd large Tokens of God's Love to him, and**pec 
more yet, argues againſt, and (with an holy diſcin and 
leight) puts by the Temptation, How can 7 a0 this, ene fin 
| - = by . 5 2 12 1 Ty B. fr, ts P11 
againſt God, who hath dealt, and. will deal ſo'bblintifully 
with me! Divine Love is of Infinite Efficacy, © © 
„ 2. As it teacheth the S to depend upon & for its 


2 #F 


Moment of his Life: For he is not ſure (nay, e toiky. 
Faich 


keeping, as having his Almighty Power abſolutefy efigaged 
for it. Whereas, if the Efficacy and Event of all that GOD 
doth for Me, ſhould depend upon foinething to be done by 
my ſelf, who am a frail Creature, and prone to Revolt; 1 
ſhould ſill be in fear, becauſe {till in danger of falling, and 
loſing all at laſt; And this Fear being an enfeebling Paſſion, 
muſt needs render my Reſiſtance and all my Endeavours, 
both irregulat and weak: Whereas' a . and 
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fearleſs Spirit, who ſees himſelf cloathed with a Divin 
Power, ſhall have his Wits (as we ſay) more about him, to 
diſcern Dangers and Advantages; and conſequently, hoy 
to eſchew the one, and improve the other. © 
r oe Aſſurance, Our Labour ſhall not be in vain 
This made thoſe believing Hebrews to endure that great fit 
of Affiiftions, and to take Joyfuby the ſpoiling of their Goods, 
becaule they [knew] they had in Heaven a better and more en- 
during Subſtance. All manner of Accompliſhments put into 
one, and made your own, would not fo invificibly ſteel your 
Foreheads, and ſtrengthen your Hearts, as to be ſure of Su 
ceſs, and to come off Conquerors at laſt: The Apoſtle 
therefore brings it in as the higheſt py n in our 
chriſtian Warfare (a) And our bleſſed Lord himſelf (who 
of all others had the hardeſt Task to perfagm) it made 5j; 
1055 a Flint, becauſe | he knew] he ſhould wot be confound. 
er. III. Make it one, and that a main Part of your 
Buſineſs, to foil and diſprove the Objections that are brought 
againſt this Doctrine; and your neareſt way to it is by Grow- 
im in Crace (c). 1. Lay aſide, and caſt away every Weight; 
eſpecially the Sin that doth moſt eaſily my to your Bo- 
fom Sin, whatever it be ; caſt them to the Moles and to the 
Bats; they are not fit Mates for Day-light Creatures (d). 
It's a noble Prize you run for ; therefore clog not your ſelf 
with any thing that may hinder, or retard your pace. 
2. Keep your ſelves in the Love of God; maintain a ſpiri- 
tual Senſe of his Love to you, and a lively Anſwer of holy 
Affections towards him. Whatever may tend to obſcure 
or leſſen your Senſe of it, have nothing to do with it; keep 
your ſelf. from Idols; let nothing have an Intereſt in your 
Love but God; and all things elſe, but in ſubordination, 
and with reſpect to him only. 3. Watch againſt the Be- 
ginnings and very firſt Motions of Sin; nip it in the Bud; 
abſtain from all Appearance of Evil; and walk not on the 
brink of your Liberty. It's eaſier to keep out an Invader, 
than to expel him being entered; to keep down a Rebel, 
and prevent his riſing, than to conquer him when he is up. 


—— 3 1 
— — — — | — — 


l (a) Rem 6. 14. Gb, 8. 37. (b) Iſa. 50. 7. (e) 2 Pet. 3+ 
' 8 18. with Ch. I, from ver. 5, tO 10. (d) 1 Theſſ. 5. 53 15 
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Great and black Clouds have ſmall Beginnings ; the Bigneſs 
of your Hand, at firſt, may riſe and ſpread ſo as to cover 
the whole Heavens; therefore, keep off Sin at Staft's end. 
4. Be diligent and induſtrious in it. Think not, becauſe 


it is God who performeth all things for you, that therefore 


you may fit ſtill, or be remiſs in your Duty; your Arms 
and Armour were not provided to ruſt in your Tent. 
There may be, indeed, ſuch a Iuncture in Providence, that 
jt may be your Duty, and conſequently your Strength, to 
fit ſtill (as was theirs at the Red-Sea) (e): This is, when 
all farther Motion is ſhut up to you; and then the Lord will 

do his Work without you: But uſually there's ſomething to 
be done on our part. 'Tho' the Lord would go forth before 


| be 
Daw and ſmite the Philiſtines, 17 David mult beſtir 


himſelf (7). This thing is conſtantly to be affirm'd, That 
| they who have believed in God, be careful to maintain good 


Works (g). And do it the rather, To cut off occaſion from 
them which defire occafion ; that wherein they glory, they may 


be found even as we (h). 5. Cleave to Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
him only; and truſt not to your holding of him, but to his 
holding of you. This did David when he ſays, [T 
holdeft me by my right Hand (i). Follow him, as Men fol- 
low the Court, whoſe Dependance is upon it. While fol- 
lowing him, you cannot do amiſs; nor want any good 
thing, whether for Counſel, Strength, or otherwiſe. 6. For- 
get what is behind, and preſs on towards Perfection ; that 


if poſſible, you might attain' to the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, i. e. to be perfectly holy. Tho” Perfectneſs, in the 


Perfection of it, is not attainable here; yet the higher you 


aim, the higher ſhall your Attainment be, and the farther 
oft from loſing what you have got. Keep the Mark ſtill in 


your Eye, and ſhun whatever might intercept your Sight 
of it. Theſe are ſome of the Ways to make your Calling 
and Election ſure: And if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall 
prove this Doctrine to be true; and either prevent or retort 


thoſe carnal and groundleſs Calumnies that are brought a- 


gainſt it. 
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e) Exod. 14. 13. (f) 2 Sam. 5. 24. (g) Tit. 3. 8. (h) 2 
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fearleſs Spirit, who ſees himſelf cloathed with a Divin 
Power, ſhall have his Wits (as we ſay) more about him, to 
diſcern Dangers and Advantages; and conſequently, hoy 


to eſchew the one, and improve the other. 
ä we Aſſurance, Our Labour ſhall not be in vaiy, 
This made thoſe believing Hebrews to endure that great fit 
of Afflictions, and to take Joyfuby the ſpoiling of their Goods, 
becaule they | knew | they had in Heaven a better and more en. 
during Subſtance, All manner of Accompliſhments put into 
one, and made your own, would not fo invificibly ſteel your 
Foreheads, and ſtrengthen your Hearts, as to be ſure of Su 
ceſs, and to come off Conquerors at laſt: The Apoſtle 
erefore brings it in as the higheſt Encouragement in our 
chriſtian Warfare (a) And our bleſſed Lord himſelf (who * 
of all others had the hardeſt Task to perfœm) it made his 
Has a Flint, becauſe | he knew] he ſhould uot be confound- 
mer. III. Make it one, and that a main Part of your 
Buſineſs, to foil and diſprove the Objections that are brought 
againſt this Doctrine; and your neareſt way to it is by Grow- 
ing in Grace (c). 1. Lay aſide, and caſt away every Weight; 
_ eſpecially the Sin that doth moſt eafily beſet you; your Bu 
fom Sin, whatever it be ; caſt them to the Moles and to the 
| Bats; they are not fit Mates for Day-light Creatures (d). 
It's a noble Prize you run for; therefore clog not your ſelf 
with any thing that may hinder, or retard your pace. 
2. Keep your ſelves in the Love of God; maintain a ſpiri- 
tual Senſe of his Love to you, and a lively Anſwer of holy 
Affections towards him. Whatever may tend to obſcure 
or leſſen your Senſe of it, have nothing to do with it; keep 
your ſelf from Idols; let nothing have. an Intereſt in your 
8 but God; and all things elſe, but in ſubordination, 
and with reſpect to him only. 3. Watch againſt the Be- 
ginnings and very firſt Motions of Sin; nip it in the Bud; 
abſtain from all Appearance of Evil; and walk not on the 
brink of your Liberty. It's eaſier to keep out an Invader, 
than to expel him being entered; to keep down a Rebel, 
and prevent his riſing, than to conquer him when he is up. 


= 4a} Rom 6. 14. Ch, 8. 37. (b) Ja. 50. 7. (c) 2 Pet. 3. 
3}. with ch. 1. from ver. 5, to 10. (d) 1 Tbeſſ. 5. 5, yo 
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Great and black Clouds have ſmall Beginnings ; the Bigneſs 


of your Hand, at firſt, may riſe and ſpread ſo as to cover 
the whole Heavens; therefore, keep oft Sin at Staft's end. 
4. Be diligent and induſtrious in it. Think not, becauſe 
it is God who performeth all things for you, that therefore 
you may fit ſtill, or be remiſs in your Duty; your Arms 
and Armour were not provided to ruſt in your 'Tent. 
There may be, indeed, ſuch a Juncture in Providence, that 
it may be your Duty, and conſequently your Strength, to 


fit ſtill (as was theirs at the Red-Sea) (e): This is, when 


all farther Motion is ſhut up to you; and then the Lord will 


do his Work without you : But uſually there's ſomething to 
be done on our part. 'Tho' the Lord would go forth before 
| David, and {mite the Philiſtines, yet David mult beſtir 


himſelf (F). This thing is conſtantly to be affirm'd, That 


wy who have believed in God, be careful to maintain good 


' Works (g). And do it the rather, To cut off occafion from 
them which defire occaſion ; that wherein they glory, they may 
be found even as we (h). 5. Cleave to Jeſis Chriſt, and to 


him only; and truſt not to your holding of him, but to his 


holding of you. This did David when he ſays, [Zhou] 
holdeſt me by my right Hand (i). Follow him, as Men fol- 


low the Court, whoſe Dependance is upon it. While fol- 


_ lowing him, you cannot do amiſs; nor want any good 


thing, whether for Counſel, Strength, or otherwiſe. 6. For- 
get what is behind, and preſs on towards Perfection ; that 


if poſſible, you might attain' to the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, 1. e. to be perfectly holy. Tho” Perfectneſs, in the 
Perfection of it, is not attainable here; yet the higher you 
aim, the higher ſhall your Attainment be, and the farther 
off from loſing what you have got. Keep the Mark ſtill in 
your Eye, and ſhun whatever might intercept your Sight 
of it. Theſe are ſome of the Ways to make your Calling 
and Election ſure; And if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall 
prove this Doctrine to be true; and either prevent or retort 
_— carnal and groundleſs Calumnies that are brought a- 
gainſt it. = 
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1 IV. Since there ate ſuch Arguments for Belieyey 
Perſeverance, let us all ſo demean our ſelves, that w ma 
have them all ſtand on our fide, for Progf and Eyidenc, 
that we are of that happy Remnant, whom. the Great Gil 
hath ſet apart for himlelf, and whom be hath made an 
wrought for this ſelf lame thing: And sit was 

ſo let it be our Spirit and Practice, to e ae Riches of 
his Grace. 1. If born of God, let us ſhew forth the Virtue 
of our Father, and bear our ſelves as his Children, both 


+ - 


towards him, and towards the World. Let us live upon 
him, and live to him; rejaycing always before him; Firſ, 
for His own Bleſſedneſs, and then for Qurs, as derived from 
his, and by him reſerved in Heaven for us; and all, as de- 
ſigning to honour him as our Father. 2. If we have Faith, 
let it appear by our Works. It muſt be ſome „ingular thin 

that muſt diſtinguiſh us from other Men: It is not Profef 
ſion, nor Words, nor Actions neither (as to the Matter of 
them, and ſo far as viſible to Men) that will approve us 
Relievers; but the Principle whence they grow, and the 
End they drive at: The Reſult of Abraham's Faith was, To 
give Glory to God, and ſo will ours, if Abraham's Seed, 
3. Let us carry our ſelves under all Diſpenſations not on 

quietly, but thankfully; and ſo as to anſwer God's End: 
Walk humbly ; hate the thing that's evil; have the World 
under your Feet ; eſteem preciouſly of Chriſt; honour his 
Ordinances ; let every Grace have its perfect Work ; and 
rejoyce in Hopes of that Glory, which all theſe things are 
preparatory to. 4. If one with Chriſt, and he our Media- 
tor; then let us walk as he walked 3 who held his own Will 
always ſubject to his Father's; reckoning it his Meat to do his 
Mil, and to fini;h his Work Let us alſo wait his Advice 
and Counſel in every Buſineſs, and follow it; commit our 
Cauſe to him, and intereſt him in all our Concernments. 
5. Apply your ſelves to every Attribute cf Gd, according 
to the preſent Occaſion; and dwell upon them, and leave 
them not, until you have the Grace and Help intended by 
them. They are all made over to the Heirs of Salvation, 


* 


* 


to live upon: Let it not be ſaid, That in the midſt of our 


abundance we are in ſtreights! 6. If made for the Glo: y 
of God, make good your End: He is gloria in H lines, 
and by Holineſs only can you glorify him. Bear, therefore, 
on the Forehead of your Deſigns and COVE Fr 
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it was his Purpoſe, 
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Royal Inſcription, [ HOLINESS TO. SHE LORD] By. 
this, you will ſet to your Seal, That Gad is true; and ap- 
prove your {elves to be Children that will not he. Twill 
alſo be of ſingular uſe and ſervice to your ſelves, as to that 
other End of your Being: That you have glorified God on 
the Earth, will be a ſubſtantial Argument that he will glo- 
rifie you in the World to come (&). For, tho' your per- 
ſonal Righteouſneſs be not your Title to the Heavenly In- 

heritance, yet your conſtant Progreſſion in Holineſs will be 
your beſt Evidence, (next the immediate Witneſſings of the 
Spirit) that you have a Title, and that your Litle is god. 
Since, therefore, we were made for, and expect ſuch things, 
What manner of Pe; ſons ought we to be in all holy Converſa- 
tion and'Godlineſs ()? 7. If under the Covenant of Grace, 
let us reckon our ſelves ſtrengthened with all Might, and 
hold to it, as having all our Salvation in it; both Keeping, 
Support, Recovery and Settlement, Grace and Glory : Not 
minding ſo much how any thing looks or feels at preſent, 
as the End it tends to; for if the End be good, the Means 
(as ſuch) cannot be otherwiſe. And truly, we cannot have 
2 better Evidence of our Intereſt in this Covenant, than a 
total devolving and caſting our ſelves upon it (n). 

And well it is for us (who find in our ſelves ſo great a 
proneneſs to backflide) that our Eternal Condition dath 
not depend on our ſelves; but upon that Forndaticn of G 
mentioned in Tm:thy, where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
ſome who had made Shipwrack of the Faith, (leſt true Be- 
lievers ſhould faint in their Minds, at the fight and appre- 
henſion of it) he tells them, That Nevertheleſs (that is, 
notwithſtanding this woful Backſliding of ſome, perhaps of 

| eminent Profeſſion, yet) the Foundatica of God flandeth ſure; 
9. d. They that are of this Foundation are ſure to be kept: 
And he confirms it with this Seal, The Lord hucwweth them 
that are his: He knows whom he hath Cheſen, and con- 
cerning whom he hath Cœvenanted, that they hal nt depart {| 
from him; and therefore he will not let them go; (they {hall | 
be kept as thoſe ſeven thouſand were, from bowing the | 
Knee to Baal -) Adding this Caution withal, That every :uve {| 

which nameth the Nume of the Lord, ſbould detait from Ini- | 
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ity (n) : Which, as it is a Means of God's appointing" 
20 "An from Apoltacy ; ſo it ſhall be to them an 1 
that they are of that Foundation, and ſhall be kept. For 
it being his Scope, to comfort Believers againſt their Mil- 
givings, which ariſe from a Senſe of their own Weakneſs, 
and a like Aptneſs in themſelves to revolt, he needs muſt 
uſe an Argument ſuitable to ſuch an End : And therefore, 
in ſaying [| The Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, | he 
muſt intend, Believers ſtanding ſure upon it: For, the 
ſtanding ſure of the Foundation, would be ſmall Comfort 
to us, if yet we might be blown off it, or ſink beſides it. 
Does God take care for Sparrows? for Oxen? for Ravens? 
Much more for Believing Souls, who have committed them 
ſelves to his Keeping. Let the Fowler do all he can, not a 
3 ſhall fall to the Ground: You'll ſay, without the 

ill of God they cannot: And the Will of God is, that 
they ſhall not: A thouſand may fall at his fide, and ten thou 
ſand at his right Hand, but it ſhall not come nigh him (o). 
He that determin'd ſuch a Sparrow ſhall not fall, determin'd 
alſo to prevent that which would cauſe him to fall: And 
therefore, either the Fowler ſhall not find the Bird, or the 
Bird ſhall diſcern his approach, or ſmell the Powder, and 
be gone; or if he ſhoot, he ſhall miſs his Mark; or if he 
hit, it ſhall light on the Feathers that will grow again, or 
on ſome fleſhy Part that may be lick'd whole; or perhaps 
it ſhall open an Ulcer, that could not otherwiſe be cured: 
A Believer's Heel may be bruiſed; but his vital Parts are 
out of reach, and therefore ſafe. gdm. 

Infer. V. Let this Doctrine of Believers invincible Perſe- 
verance in Faith and Holineſs, ſtrengthen our Hearts againſt 
all ſorts of Doubts and Fears which may ariſe from the 
preſence of indwelling-Sin, with its frequent and ſturdy In- 
ſurrections; ſince He that hath begun, will alſo perfect his 
Work with Power (p). Judge righteous Judgment: Of 
our ſelves indeed we cannot think worſe than we deſerve, 
uk of our State we may : Therefore for help in this cale, 
conſider, 


n —— 


(n) 2 Tim. 2. 19. (o) Pſalm 91, 7. (p) Phil, 1. 6. 
1. That 


2 Theſ, 1. 11. 
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I. That tho” the New Nature ſhall certainly expunge the 
old, at /aft, the Work is not perfected here. But take this 
for your preſent relief, That the belt Principle is {till predo- 
minant, and getting ground, and the old Party fhall never 
recover its waſting Condition: For, the Kingdom of God 
once in the Heart, will ſurely work and ſpread itſelf, till 
the whole Lump is ſavoured by it () To him that | hath] 
ſhall be given (r): | fe that hath Lije} ſhall have it more a- 
bundantly (s) : As it was God who girded you with Strength, 
fo he will make your Way perfect (t). Tho? Faith and Holi-- 
nels be at preſent but as two little Flocks of Kids; and Sir 
(like the Syrians Army) fills the Country : Be not diſmay'd; 
the King of Mael will clear the Country of them; his Spr- 
rit ſhall 70 up a Standard againſt them (u); and tho' they 
come in /ike a Flood, by him ſhall their proud Maves be ftay- 

ed (x). The Lord ſays to you in this caſe as he did to 
Jeremy, I have made thee a defenced City, an Iron Pillar, 
and Brazen Walls, againſt the whole Land. They ſhall fight 
againſt thee, but | they | hall not prevail againſt thee (Y). 
Or, as once to his People, concerning the Giant Og ; 
Fear him not, for I will deliver him, and all his People, into 
thy hand (2). e 
2. This Sickneſs is not unto death. The Conflict is not 
to weaken or deſtroy, but for Trial and Improvement ot 
your Faith, and other Graces; the very Trial whereof is 
precios (a), and ſhall be found fo at laſt; both to the Glo- 
| Ty of him that tries you, and yours who are tried. Ab a- 
ham, David, Job, and others, are pregnant Examples of 
thi) they came forth like Gold, more pure, ſolid, and 
| flexible, David, indeed, tho he held faſt his Confidence 
2 great while, yet {till being purſued and over-preſt, every 
Day involv'd in Danger anew, and having once admitted 
carnal Reaſon into his Council, he began to flag in kis Faith, 
Fihall cne Day perifh,---- and All Men are Liars (b) : But it 
was in his haſte, not conſidering the ſureneſs of an abſolute 
Promiſe; and therefore, when he had better weighed it, tie 
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(q) Mat. 13. 31, 33. (r) Ch. 25. 29. (s) Jobn 10. 10. 
(t) Pſalm 18, 32. (u) ½. 59. 19. (X] Job 38. 11 
(v) Jer. Te 18, 19. (2) Deut. 3. 2. (2) 1 Pet. ä 
(b) Sam. 27. I» Pſalm 1:6, 11. | 
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confeſſes his Fault, and recovers from it; and his Faith was 
Improved by his Trial: For, being come again to itſelf, he 
comfortably concludes, that Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow 
him all the Days of his Life; and, notwithſtanding his 


PR Exile, he {ball dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for e 

ver (c). 

3. x it always remembred, that God reckons of a Man 
according to what his Mind is; and you ought lo alſo to 
reckon of your ſelf. This was Paul's Courſe in Rom, 7, 

Where he thus reaſoneth; Now if I do that I would not, it 

is no more I that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me (d): Be. 
fore Converſion it was Saul, but Now 'tis Sin. Believers 
may be led captive 2 times) even after they have ſworn 
Fealty to their true Lord: But ſtill they are his in their 
Mind, and that's their Mark. It is the ſame with that in 
John; Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit ſin; and he 
cannot fin becauſe he is born of God (e); i. e. He does not, 
nor he cannot tin, as the Devil's Children do; for their 
Wills are in it, (which alſo is their Mark) according to 
John 8. 44. The Luſts of your Father [ye will do-] But a 
Regenerate Perſon, The evil he doth, he | allows not.] And 
this is a ſtaying Conſideration, That if with our Mind we 
ſerve the Law of God, it ſhall not ruin us, that with our 
Fleſh we ſerve the Law of Sin (F): But how ſhall I know | 
it? If you be forced, you will Cry out; and if you Cry, it 
is a Rape, and ſhall not be charged to your Account: Ye 
have the Law for it, in Deut. 22. 25, 26, 27. So, he that 
kills a Man againſt his Mill, is not reckoned a Murtherer, 
nor worthy of Death; albeit the Act itſelf be the ſame chat 
another Man, whoſe Vill was in it, ſhall die for (g). 

4. Believers are Trees of Righteouſneſs, and of the Lord's 
own planting ; and therefore, they ſball not fear when heat 
cometh (h). They have their Autumns indeed, (too often) 
and blighting Winds; (perhaps in the Spring-time too) and 
alſo luxuriant Branches and Suckers, proceeding from the 

old Stock; which rob the good Ones of their Sap, and 
make their Fruit leſs, both in Bulk and Beauty: But {till 
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(o) Pſalm 23. 7. (d) Rom. 7. 20. (e) 1 John 3. 9. 
(f) Rom. 7. 25, (8) Exod. 21. 13. with Heut. 19. 4, 6. 
(h) Jer. 17. 8. 4 | 8 
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their Subſtance is in them, and therefore they revive and 
flouriſh again. And while thoſe Suckers are nip'd and 
prun'd oft, the true Branches are preſerv'd and cherith'd (i): 
They ſhall bring forth Fruit in their Old Age (k). They that 
that are now (i. e. once; They that are once} the Children 
of God, ſhall never be otherwiſe; ſave only in a greater 

ikeneſs to their Father (). And tho” their Living on 
him, and their Likeneſs to him, be very weakly ſometimes, 
(as the Natural Life of Infants is) yet, being born, they 
mult be kept ; and the Mil and Care of their Father is, to 
nurſe them up to a Perfect Man (m). 


You'll ſay, perhaps, That never had any ſuch Cauſe of 


Complaint as you; and poſſibly it may be ſo; To be lure, 
you know not that they had : And thoſe you compare 
your ſelf with, may have ſaid as much of themſelves; and 
they had the like Cauſe; for our Hearts are faſhion'd alike; 


only, each one beſt knows the plague of his own : Agar, 


a Man of great Wiſdom and Holineſs, ſays of himſelf, That 


he was more brutiſh than any Man (n). But ſuppoſe it be 
true, that others Corruptions have not broke out as yours 


have done; yet may not this put your Faith to a ſtand ; 
much leſs make you weary, recoil, or to faint in your 
Minds: For the ſame Grace that prevented them, can par- 
don you; and will, if you caſt your ſelves upon it. Ye 
may, indeed, be allowed to complain of your Sins; for, 


nothing elſe have ve to complain of: Therefore, complain 


and cry out as loud as you will, O wretched Man that I am ! 


ho ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death? But withal, 


betake you to the ſame Refuge that he did, and abide by it; 
I thank God thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! Rom. 7. 24, 25. 
Here you may triumph over all, both Complaints and the 
Cauſes of them. 4 e e 
It muſt always be granted, That to deal with Sin, com- 
bind, intrench d, and fortify'd, as it is, is a great Underta- 
king, and yet muſt be undertook, and gone through with 
too; there is no Retreat to be ſounded, nor Armour pro- 
vided for your Back; every Child of Adam muſt either kill 
or be kill'd in this Combate; there's no compounding the 
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(i) Jobn 15, 2. (k) Iſalm 92. 14. (I) 1 Jou 3. 2, 9. Ch. 2. 27. 
2 Jobn ver. 2, (m) Eph. 4. 13. (n) Prov. 30. 2. 
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Vitterence, nor Diſcharge in this Warfare, *till-the Day be 
perfedily Won: But what a Recruit is there levied, and al- 
ways ſtands ready, as à ſure Reſerve! That tho? the Confliti 
be ſharp, the Succeſs is ſure: And in order thereto, (amongſt 
other Rules and Articles of War) bear in Mind theſe fey 
following. (I.) Intangle not your ſelf; but ſhun and avoid 
whatever may prove a Clog, or unfit you for Duty, 
(2.) Exerciſe your felf in handling your ſpiritual Arms, 
e[pecially that of your Faith, (3.) Stand on your Guard 
watchfully ; that ye be not ſurprized by ſudden Excurſions, 
or under Pretence of Friendſhip. (4) Arm your ſelf with 
the ſame Mind that was in Chriſt ; ſet your Face as a Flint, 
and conclude, That ye ſhall uct be confounded. (5.) Submit 
to the Place your General hath ſet you in: It muſt have 
been ſome Body's Lot, and why not yours? And the hotter 
it is the more honourable; remembring withal, that when 
the Temptation was appointed, then alſo was ordained, a 
Hay ti. eſcape 3 and this you are told of before-hand, that 
you night be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. (6.) Look that 
ye fight with proper Weapons ; which are only to be had 
at the Covenant of Grace, and the Croſs of Chriſt; and 
_ there they are never wanting: And be ſure ye go not down 
to the Philiſtines, either to forge or ſharpen. (7.) Fight 
not as one that beats the Air; but as having, indeed; a 
ſturdy Adverſary to deal with, whom yet you are ſure to 
eucrcome. (8.) Look ſtill on your Captain, to obſerve what 
he ſays and dces, and do likewiſe: Jo take up the Croſs 
and endure Hardſhip, are necellary Accoutrements for a 
Soldier of Chriſt. (9.) Wait on the Lord to renew your 
Strength; who then beſtirs himſelf moſt, when your 
Strength is gone; he then lays hold upon Shield and Buck- 
Jer, and ſtands up for your Help, Pſal. 35. 2. (10.) Laſt 
ly, (and to influence all) mind the Lord of his Covenant; 
even then, when your ſelf, perhaps, think on it with Trou— 
ble, as doubting your Intereſt in it. Pray him to remember 
it for you; and with the ſame Good- Will wherewith he 
made it: Beſeech him to look on his Bow in the Cloud, 
which himſelf hath ſet there, as a ſure Sign between him 
and you; that tho” the Skies be red and lowring, the Clouds 
return after the Rain, and the Billows go over your Head, 
| vou ſhall not be deluged by them: By this it is, that ye are 
Hedged about, and walled up to Heaven. Therefore ſtand 
| - 
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not like Men in ſuſpenſe, as unreſolved to fall on, or doubt- 
ful how to come oft; but on, on, the Day's your own ; 
the 5 9 Hoſts purſues them; and let all the Sons of God 
bout jor J. 

, Inſer. VI. Since Believers only are intereſſed in the Cove- 
nant,and that Faith is a necellary Inſtrument which the Cove- 
nant will not work without, and without which you cannot 
work with it, nor ſee your Intereſt in it, look well to your 
Faith: Firſt, That it be of the right Kind; fuch as renounces 
ſelf, and lives upon Grace, and then, having found it ſuch, 
be ſure ye Keep it well, and improve it to the urmoſt. Two 


Ules, elpecially, are to be made of it: 1. As your Shield, 
to ſupply the Place of all other Pieces of your Armour, when 
broken or looſe, as well as to ſafeguard them, when they 


are whole and tight about you. If your Helmet be out of 


the Way, and fiery Darts come pouring down, hold up 


your Faith between your Head and them: Faith is the trueſt 
quench-coal to the Fire of Hell. 1f your Sword be forgot, 
or laid aſide, or wants an Edge, &c. your Shield if well 
| applied, will retort your Enemies Weapons on his own Head. 
| 2, Faith is your ſpiritual Optick, which ſhews you things 


of Greateſt Moment, and not otherwiſe viſible : Even Chariots 
and Horlemen of Fire, are not diſcernable without it. If 


Temptations from the World do indanger you, turn your 


Faith that Way, and thro? it view and conſider how ſhallow 


and ſhort-liv'd the Pleaſures of it are, and how momentary 


your Sufterings. Then look at the World to come, the 


Glory of it, and your Intereſt in it, and how much your 
Crown will be brightned by the Tryals you have paſs'd un- 


der here, and dwell on the Contemplation of it. Bend not 


your Eye ſo much on the Peril and Length of your Paſſage, 
as on the long*d-for Shore that lies beyond it, and reckon 
| the Surges of that dreadful Gulph which is yet betwixt you 
and it, but as {6 many ſtrokes to waft you thither. This 
was the Courſe that Moſes took (o), and Chriſt himfelf (p 
Nothing ſo blunts the Edge of Satan's Temptations or t 


(keep That, and it will keep you,) and let it not go until 
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ſee that» you hold faſt your Faith, keep it as your Life, 
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ye die. Then indeed, it will leave you, becauſe then it wil 


have done you all the Service it can, even the whole of | 


what it was ordained for. But, ſhall Faith then be diffoly'd 


and go to nothing? I would rather expreſs it as the Apoſtle 


doth the State of the Saints that ſhall be found alive at 


Chriſt's comin g, the (hall Not die, but they ſhall be changed ? . 
(q). Faith ſhall then be turned into Sight, and we ſhall have 


the rea] Preſence, full Poſſeſſion, and perfect Fruition of that 
Bleſledneſs we have believed and hoped for. And then 
ſhall we ſay to our glorious Redeemer, Thou art the God 
that haſt fed me all my Life long; Thy Hefh has been Mea 

indeed, and thy Blood Drink indeed: Many a good Meal WM 

have 1 had upon it in the Valley of Baca; even Feaſts of fat 
Things, and Wine on the Lees: Other Bridegrooms and 


Saviours have done worthily, but thou excelleſt them all; 


they {et forth their beſt at f/, but thou haſt kept the good 
Line until NOW! F 
Tater. VII. Gather hence, both the Reaſon and Rationality 
of the Saints Deſires to be diſſolv'd (r). They knew, that 
when this Earthly "Tabernacle went down, they had a bet- 
ter and more capacious Building in Heaven (s):* They alſo 


found, that Hirits dwelling in Fleſh are too much ſtreightned 


and infirm, either to bear the Glory they were made for, or 
to expreſs an anſwerable Thankfulneſs for it: And for this 
they groaned ; not to be unclothed, as weary of their pre- 
ſent State, but to be clothed upon with their Houſe from 
Heaven (1). They were NO & the Sons of God (u); but 
what they /hould be, and fain would be, did not appear to 
them, nor could, till the Vail was rent, which hung (as 
yet) between them and the Holp of Holies. The Firſt-fruits 
of the Spirit (x\, which were both an Earneſt and Foretaſie 
of future Glcry (y), inſpired them with fervent Deſires of 
Liberty: that glorions Liberty which belonged to them, as 
being the Sos of God (2). They had by Faith laid hold 


on Eternal Life: This they had ſtill in their Eye, and ear- 


neſtly purſued: And ſo intent they were upon it, that they 
even forgat what was behind (a), tho' very memorable in 
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(q) 1 Cor. 15. 51, (r) Phil, 1. 23. (s)2 Cor. 5, 1, 2. (t) her. 


41 (u) John 3.2. (x) Rom. F. 23. 2 Cor. 1, 22. (y) Eph. ' 
| 1. 24. (2) Rom. 8. 21. (a) Til. 3. 13. | | 
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its Time: The Much they had attain'd, they counted for 
= Nothing, to what was coming; nor reckon'd for any Coſt, 
W co gain that ineſtimable Pearl, viz. The Prize of the high Cal- 
ling of God in Chriſt (b). This they knew was a thing too 
big for mortal Senſes, tho' as highly retin'd and ſublimated 
as capable of while mortal, and therefore long'd for that Day 
W when Immortality ſhould be their Clothing. The Love of 
Cod ſhed abroad in their Hearts (c), had given ſuch a Di- 
vine Tincture, and ſo transform'd and widen'd their Souls, 
as nothing could ſatisfy but that immenſe Deep from whence 
it came. They knew, that when Lo their Life ſhould 1 
bear, they ſhould be like him, and ſhould ſee him as he is (d) - 
Not under Shadows, as of Old; nor in a State of Humilia- 
tion, as when upon Earth; nor, as ſince, under Memorials 
and Repreſentations ; but in his State of Glory? The Sight of 
W which would transform them into his Image indeed; and till 
then they could not lay, It is enough. They knew, that the 
very Quinteſſence of Heavenly Beatitude conſiſts in the Vi- 
8 ſion of God; and that Heaven itſelf, with all that innume- 
rable Company of Angels, and Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, (tho' a very glorious and deſirable Society) would 
not ſatisfy Heaven-born Souls, it their Lord himſelf were 
= not there in his Glory: Hence thoſe holy Exclamations and 
= Outcries, H/hom have 1 in Heaven but thee (e)] And When 
Hal I come and apf ear before God (f)! Good Jacob would 
= go and fee his Beloved Foſeph before he died; and theſe 
would die, to go and lee theirs. Thus does the Kingdom 
of Heaven (as it were) ſuffer Violence a ſecond Time from 
the Heirs of Salvatidn; they know it is theirs; and that 
they were wrought for that ſelf ſame thing; and being 
= theirs, they might lawfully take it by Force upon all carnal 
To ] 8 155 
Ine. VIII. Toscloſe all, you have ſeen what Paul and 
& others did; go you and do likewiſe; Hauſten to the Day of 
s God (/, and wait for it, as they that watch for the Mor- 
ning. 1. Affectionately, as a thing greatly deſirable, eſpeci- 
5 after a dark and toilſome Night. 2. Patientl;, and with 
Qiietneſ; not precipitating, but as knowing it will come, 
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(b) Phil, 2. 14. (c) Rom 6.5. (dy Col. ee br 73.254 
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and that in the fitteſt Time. 3. Attentively, as not willing 
to loſe the ſmalleſt Sound of your Maſter's Feet. 4. With 
Diligence alſo and Preparedneſs ; that neither Oy nor Light- 
ing may be to ſeek when the Cry is made. Be always Reach, 
and Then Croan 5. Groan Bp for that Day of Glory, 
when Life and Immortality ſhall be brought to Life in Per. 
ſeection: When your ſelf, with all the Elect of God, meet- 
ing in that Great and General Aſſembly, the Church of the 
Firſt-boru which are written in Heaven (i), may be entirely, 
univerſally, and everlaſtingly taken up in admiring Elecling 
Love, which ſo gloriouſly and happily ſhall have wrought 
all our Works for us, and brought us to the ultimate End 
it deſigned us for; which was, To be ever with the Lord; 
to ſee Him as He is; and to experience the Sum of that 
great Petition in the 17th of Jon, T hat they may be one in 
us (k). And in your Way thither, carry this Aſſurance ſtill 
before you; That the ſame Hands which hid the Fbunda- 
tion, will alſo lay the Top-ſtone, and that with Shoutings; | 
and you ſhall lift up to Eternity, that loud and joyful Ac- i 
clamation, Grace, Grace unto it (1). Happy art thou, O I- 
rael; who is like unto thee, O People ſaved by the Lord, the 
Shield of thine Help, and the Sword of thine Excellency ! All 
thine Enemies ſhall be found Liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt 
tread upon their High Places (m)] And, which is more tan 
Angels and Men can utter beſides, GOD hall be All in All (n!! 
To proclaim which, was the End of this Work. Amen. 4 
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